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How important is being involved with Quakers to you
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Dear Friend, 
 
I am currently at Birmingham University doing a degree in Quaker Studies. As part of 
my studies I am doing research about Quaker events for young people in Britain 
Yearly Meeting.  
 
One of my ways of researching this topic is this questionnaire. I would be very 
grateful if you could take the time to fill in this questionnaire. Your answers will 
provide me with important information about how Young Friends view Quaker Events 
for Young People. 
 
There are questions about events you have been to; what you enjoy about events, 
and what you might gain from them; questions about how important Quaker Events 
are to you; and questions about what you think of Adults who volunteer at Quaker 
events.  
 
Please be honest and answer for yourself – there are no right or wrong answers. You 
don’t have to answer any questions that you don’t want to.  All the answers will be 
kept confidential, and individual answers will not be identified when it is written up. 
There is space to put your name if you are willing to be contacted again, however 
this not compulsory.  
 
For some questions there are a range of possible replies, please choose the one that 
is closest to what you think. There is some extra space if you would like to write 
more.  
 
Thank you very much for your help with this – I couldn’t do it without you. 
 
 
In Friendship, 
 
 
Simon Best 
 
 
How many Quaker events for young people have you been to? 
(if you have been to one event for several years please count each year separately) 

 1  
 2-4 
 5-9 

 10-14 
 15 or more  

 

Quaker Events for young people Questionnaire 



 

 
What events have you been to? (please tick all that apply) 

 National (JYM, Britain YM, Summer Gathering) 
 Regional (Summer School, Senior Conference, Holiday School) 
 MM (Link Groups/JYF/Teenage General Meeting) 
 Other (please say) 

 
Do you think of yourself as a Quaker? 

 Yes 
 No 

 
Has going to Quaker events had any effect on whether you think of 
yourself as a Quaker? 

 Made me feel/think I was more Quaker 
 Made me feel/think I was less Quaker 

 Not made a difference 

 
Have you been to Meeting for Worship more because of going to Quaker 
events? 

A lot more  A bit more  Not much more  No more   

I’ve been to Meeting for Worship less since going to Quaker Events  

 
How important has going to Quaker events been for you 

As a Quaker?  
 very important 
 quite important 
 slightly important 

 not very important 
 not important at all 

 
In your life generally? 

 very important 
 quite important 

 slightly important 
 not very important 
 not important at all 

 
Can you think of three things which you have gained by going to Quaker 
events?  
 
 
 
What do you enjoy most about going to Quaker events?   
 
 
 
What do you dislike about going to Quaker events? 
 
 
Where did you learn most about Quakerism? (please tick ONE box only) 



 

 Quaker Events for Young People 
 Local PM/Children's Meeting 
 Parents 
 Other Quaker adults 
 Other Young Quakers 
 Other (please state) 
 None 

 
How much have you learnt about Quakerism? 

At Quaker Events?    A lot  Quite a lot  A bit  Not much  Nothing 
 

At Children's Meeting?  A lot  Quite a lot  A bit  Not much  Nothing 
 

From Parents?   A lot  Quite a lot  A bit  Not much  Nothing 
 

From Other Quaker adults?  A lot  Quite a lot  A bit  Not much  Nothing 
 

From Other Young Quakers  A lot  Quite a lot  A bit  Not much  Nothing 
 

Other     A lot  Quite a lot  A bit  Not much  Nothing 
 
 
 
At Quaker events for young people have you learnt about: 

Quaker History?   A lot  Quite a lot  A bit  Not much  Nothing 
 

Quaker Beliefs?   A lot  Quite a lot  A bit  Not much  Nothing 
 

Quaker Worship?   A lot  Quite a lot  A bit  Not much  Nothing 
 

Quaker Testimonies?  A lot  Quite a lot  A bit  Not much  Nothing 
 
(Simplicity, Equality, Truth, Peace) 

The work Quakers do now?  A lot  Quite a lot  A bit  Not much  Nothing 
 
 
Have you learnt about 

Yourself?    A lot  Quite a lot  A bit  Not much  Nothing 
 

Your personal beliefs?  A lot  Quite a lot  A bit  Not much  Nothing 
 

Your morals/principles?  A lot  Quite a lot  A bit  Not much  Nothing 
 
 
What if anything has helped you to learn or stopped you from learning?    
 
 
 
Do you talk about your Quakerism to non-Quakers (e.g. school 
friends/peers)? 

 A lot 



 

 Quite a lot 
 Sometimes 
 Hardly ever 
 Never 

 
Has going to Quaker events affected what you think about membership of 
the Society of Friends? 

 Yes – I’ve decided to become a member 
 Yes – I will not become a member 
 Not changed what I think 

 
How important to you is Quaker worship at Quaker events? 

 Very important 
 Quite important 
 Slightly important 
 Not very important 

 Not important at all 
 
Have you had a religious/spiritual/deep/intense experience at a Quaker 
Event? If so could you say a bit about this. 
 
 
 
Have you been in a position of responsibility at a Quaker Event?  
(e.g. Clerk, Base/Family Group Facilitator, Arrangements Committee, Elder, etc.) 
 
 
 
If yes please say what your role was and for what event it was at? 
(if you have been in a position of responsibility at more than one event please list all) 
 
 
 
What, if anything did you gain from being in this role? (e.g. skills, experience, 
confidence) 
 
 
Have you used any of these skills outside Quaker events? 
 
Are adults at Quaker events for young people like (please tick ONE box only)? 

 friends 
 Parents 
 Teachers 
 Carers 
 Mentors 

 Other (please say) 
Have any adults at Quaker events for young people had an influence on 
you: 

As a Quaker?    Negative  Positive  
In your life generally?  Negative  Positive  



 

 
Can you say a bit about how they have had an influence on you? 
 
 
 
Is there any difference between adults at Quaker events for young people 
and 
Parents 

A lot  Quite a lot  A bit  Not much  None  
Teachers 

A lot  Quite a lot  A bit  Not much  None  
 
Could you say a bit about any differences? 
 
 
 
Do you have any other comments about adults at Quaker events for young 
people? 
 
 
 
 
Do you have any other comments/is there anything else that you want to 
say? 
 
 
 
Are you?  

 Male   
 Female 

 
Age (in years):   
 
 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR HELP 
If you are willing to be contacted further please write your name, address and email 
below 
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