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ABSTRACT

In Saudi society, the role of women is less compared to men. Male domination constantly
remains in various fields and women often marginalised in societies. Saudi women are often
portrayed as wearing hijab (veil), being mother and wife. Their involvement is merely limited
to family matters, women activities, and social affairs. This study examines the way modern
standard Arabic online news of Al-Jazirah of Saudi Arabia and BBC Arabic of United
Kingdom represent Saudi women in their news reports between 2010 and 2014. The main aim
of this study is to discover how Saudi women are represented in these two prominent online
news outlets by analysing the ways language is strategically used by Al-Jazirah and BBC
Arabic to portray Saudi women. The study will be conducted in the form of Corpus
investigation with data being gathered from news archives and then analysed using AntConc
software. The research employs Critical Discourse Analysis approaches of van Leeuwen and
Fairclough with the help of Corpus analysis technigques. The study finds differences between
Al-Jazirah and BBC Arabic representation of Saudi women at both the textual and discursive
levels. Also, the analysis reveals that the two outlets practised group polarisation
characteristics. The in-group in Al-Jazirah coverage are the Saudi women and the Saudi
authorities; hence the outlet produced hegemonised discourse and sustained the government
policies. In comparison, the in-group in BBC Arabic is the women activists who criticise the
government policies of women. It is recommended that the future study on the representation
of Saudi women in the media inquire further into said problems and limitations, to get into a
more comprehensive understanding of media coverage of women in Saudi Arabia. The
preliminary result of the study shows that both news institution has a different way of

portraying Saudi women according to their political agenda and ideologies. Thus, at the end of



this study, the researcher hopes to reveal the representation of Saudi women in BBC Arabic

and Al-Jazirah online news over the five years under the reign of King Abdullah.
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TRANSLITERATION

The table below describes the system of transliteration of Arabic terms and names utilised

throughout this thesis.

Consonants
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u t B r L z N m
= th J z & ) O n
d J o S ¢ gh B h
C h B sh - f s w
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Short a
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_ T 1
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Double & iyy (final form 1)
5 uww (final form @)
Diphthongs <! ay
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The ta”marbuzah (¢) is rendered as t in the construct state, while in all other cases it is rendered as
h. The shadda (<) is indicated by doubling the letter. Case-endings (al-i tab) and the hamzah (=)

at the beginning of a word are not indicated.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction

The first chapter is an introductory chapter, which describes an overview of this study and its
focus, as well as a review of previous studies by other scholars and researchers. Initially, the
chapter gives the background and focus of the study on the chosen topic. To begin with, in the
introduction section, it will give an overall view of the research including background and purpose
of the study, the importance of the research, followed by research questions, scope and
methodology of the research. Then, the chapter also will present a detailed view of this study under
three majors significant of literature, including literature to the topic, the approach, and the method.
Since the main topic of this research is mainly about Saudi women in media, so the initial view
will give on to that particular concern at the first chapter including reviewing language in Arabic
media, discourse analysis on Muslim and women in general, and Saudi women as the main focus
and their representation portrayed in the media. The details of approaches and the method will then
be clarified clearly in the second chapter, which focuses on previous studies on discourse theory,
critical discourse analysis, and corpus linguistics. Thus, at the end of this chapter, a review of the

literature also will identify some important gaps related to the topic understudied.

1.2 Background of the Study
In a recent day, there is much news about women issues reported by the media. Women, the
opposite gender of men, caught attention by media, and they also got news coverage widely if

compared to very little news highlighted on them in the past. Previously, the development of
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women mostly circulated around house works and family matters, but at a current time, it goes
beyond that expectation. Now, women have been shown involved in various sector such as social,
economic as well as politic alike men. Women’s high spirits and enthusiasms have brought them
to the achievement of social empowerment, fighting for their rights, equality and seek for justice.
Thus, the focus for this study is to highlight the representation of Saudi women (commonly
referred in Arabic by Al-Sa ‘udiyyat ; plural Saudi women, and in singular form Saudi woman Al-
Sa ‘udiyyah) as the main topic and social actor in this entire research. The researcher intrigued to
shed light on Saudi women due to several reasons as they are part of Muslim and Arab women in
general, they come from the country located the two holy cities among Muslim; Mecca and
Medina, known as Saudi Arabia that practise of Islam and Sharia law; namely Sunni Islam religion.
Due to that, Saudi women face a lot of restrictions and limitations compared to other Muslim
women and is subject to the most common stereotype surrounding Muslim women in the media.
Therefore, Saudi women are looking like an ideal and perfect model to represent Arab and
Muslim culture, custom and belief. Some of the factors abovementioned including the background
of the main subject, religion and geography hope will bring a more in-depth view on Saudi women
and its representation by taken two most prominent Arabic news online of Al-Jazirah (henceforth,
AJ) of Saudi Arabia as a reference news outlet and BBC Arabic (henceforth, BBCA) of United

Kingdom.

1.3 Purpose of the Study
First and foremost, this research background is entirely about Arabic and linguistics study. The
researcher will highlight the representation of Saudi women as the main topic and social actor. The

selection of two Arabic online news of BBC Arabic and Al-Jazirah is considered the most
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prominent Arabic news which represent the Saudi media and the British media. The purpose of
this study is set into five goals as follow:

First, the representation of Saudi women in the Modern Standard Arabic online will be
seen within the last five years of King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia reign (2010 to 2014) in two
different Arabic online news agencies of BBCA and AJ. Secondly, the study aims to compare the
ideologies of AJ and BBCA in representing Saudi women in 2010 until 2014 at the background of
many social and political developments happened in the Arab region as a result of the so called
the Arab Spring and the initiative of empowering women championed by King Abdullah.

Thirdly, the study wants to investigate the discourses of the social phenomenon around
Saudi women by employing Corpus analysis techniques such as wordlist, concordance, and
collocation. The Corpus techniques can help analyse the data more accurately following the
Corpus analysis procedure. Therefore, the combination of Critical Discourse Analysis (henceforth,
CDA) and Corpus Linguistics (henceforth, CL) are the best methods to investigate the topic
understudied.

Fourthly, the research is so important in enhancing Arabic Corpus of Modern Standard
Arabic (MSA) as the combination of CDA and CL are the best methods to improve on academic
writing particularly on Arabic and linguistics field, which will give high benefits and bring an
excellent academic reference to the native speakers, students, researchers and academician, and
also future generations.

Finally, the research combines between the Feminist theory proposed by Judith Butler
(1990, 1993) with Fairclough’s textual oriented critical discourse analysis CDA (1992) in critically

examine the modern standard Arabic online news discourse around Saudi women.
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1.4 The Importance of the Study
Many studies have been carried out on women, but there are still a few studies highlight
specifically on Saudi women and their representation in the Modern Standard Arabic online media,
particularly in making comparison between the local Saudi news outlet and international Arabic
online news portal. Therefore, this study wants to focus on Saudi’s women not only on their
limitations and restrictions but also looking at their achievements and contributions as being
represented by two different online news outlets.

The study unfolds the ideological differences between the two media outlets in representing
Saudi women as a social actor in the online news reports. The study also discusses the social and
political context of discourse construction in representing Saudi women particularly inlight of the
ongoing social and political changes happened in Saudi Arabia and the Arab region in general.
Therefore, the study opts to examine corpora data of online news articles published by AJ and
BBCA during the last five years of King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia reign in 2010 up until 2014.

The present study utilises CDA framework for discourse analysis as it offers more than
textual and linguistic analysis. CDA goes beyond the analysis of text to examine the historical,
economic, political, social, and cultural context which surrounds the process of text production and
consumption. Hence, drawing on Van Leeuwen’s socio-semantic analytical framework, the study
examines the micro-level of social actor representation discourse, which primarily deals with
linguistic strategies, before combining with Fairclough’s critical approach to media discourse to
analyse the macro- level of social structure. At the macro-level, the study addresses the socio-
political and cultural context of Saudi women representation, to link discourse to society and text
to context.

This comprehensive multi-layered analysis framework which links the textual to the social

16



offers a better understanding of the subtle ideologies of the news outlets and account for the
potential difference between them in representing Saudi women and depicting issues surrounding
women in Saudi Arabia.

Besides, this study employs CDA and CL, particularly on the Arabic language side. The
data gathered from an Arabic news article of BBCA and AJ then compiled making it into Arabic
Corpus. Both theoretical and analytical concepts in this study are very well combined as CL can
help to analyse the data accurately and could avoid bias. Thus, this study is hoped to enhance the
development of Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) studies and Arabic linguistics contemporary
research. Also, it can be a useful reference for language learners itself, journalists and reporters in
communication, journalism and broadcasting as well as news policymakers.

Overall, the different background of BBCA and AJ, such as its target audience and
ideological stand, will bring into the critical analysis on discourses around Saudi women in this

study.

1.5 Significance of the Study

Women are part of the society and their existence contribute significantly towards the economic,
social, and political development of societies. The position of women in society has recorded major
change over the past decades through various efforts to empower them. Arab women in general
and Saudi women in particular have gone through many phases of struggles to fight for their rights
and freedom. Mass media as the powerful influencing tool has plays its role in reporting the position
of Saudi women in society and the efforts to empower them. This has attracted more attention to
be given to the issues surrounding women in Saudi Arabia by the society.

The efforts initiated by the late King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia to improve the position of
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women in Saudi Arabia particularly during the final five years of his reign (2010 — 2014) is
considered as among the most remarkable social and political events for Saudi women. These
critical events have been recorded by media outlets both local and international media institutions.
International media outlets enjoy significantly more freedom compared to Saudi’s media which
restricted by many laws, rules and heavily monitored by the authority. The international media,
particularly the Western media outlets were among the earliest to offer an alternative source of
news and information to the Arab audience, particularly the Saudis. In this regard, BBCA which
has been providing news to the Arab audiences since 1938, has a high reputation of bringing
alternative narratives to the Saudi local media hegemonised narrative. As one of the leading Saudi
news outlets, Al-Jazirah is very close to the local audiences in term of its news coverage. The outlet
covers topics which gain a lot of attention by many Saudis and help to promote the Saudi
government policies to strengthen the position of women in the Saudi society. At the same time,
Al-Jazirah defends the criticism made by other media institutions outside Saudi Arabia which
targeted at the government policies pertaining women.

Thus, the significance of my study is to compare and contrast between two modern standard
Arabic online news outlets: Al-Jazirah representing the local Saudi media outlet and BBCA
representing the British media. Due to the high reputation of BBCA, many studies (Baumann and
el Issawi, 2010; Harrison, 2010; Hill and Alshaer, 2010; Podkalicka, 2011) have examined the
outlets news contents. However, not many opted to study the news content of Al-Jazirah. Besides,
very little study compared between these two different news outlets. Moreover, the present study
analyses the outlets’ online news texts written in modern standard Arabic published on their
respective official news portal. This online news reaches a broader type of audience and was aimed

at the Arab audiences globally. Besides, many non-Arabic native speakers in the Muslim world
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who learned Standard Arabic as a second language benefited from this online news (Ismail &
Mohammad, 2009). Hence, indicates the significance of the present study in selecting and
analysing the data of the study.

Analysing the modern standard Arabic online news discourse pertaining the representation
of Saudi Women in Al-Jazirah and BBCA provide a good spectrum for a comparison between the
two well-known media institutions. The outlets representing two sides of significantly different
media world; Al-Jazirah represents local Saudi media with international outreach and BBCA
representing the British media which has a high reputable among international audiences. BBC is
among the oldest and biggest media institutions in the world and one of its news services BBC
Arabic has been very close to the Arab people since 1938. This contributes significantly to the body
of present study on the two outlets and provide a good insight on the content of online news as one
the essential information sources in the information and communication technologies age.

My study aims to contribute an interdisciplinary approach to enhance the framework of
Arabic sociolinguistics qualitative studies. The interdisciplinary approaches can link between the
linguistic research with the studies of media, political and social pertaining the Middle East on
Northern Africa (MENA) region. Therefore, the study examines the representation discourses of
women in Saudi Arabia and highlights the implications of the media coverage as the result of the
economic, politic, and social changes happened in the region. Thus, the analysis in this study
critically investigates the interrelation between socio-political change and media change, which
moves beyond studies that focus on a linguistic textual description of news coverage.

The study aims to offer more insights to previous studies of media coverage pertaining
Saudi women. Despite various aspects have been highlighted in the literature of women in Saudi

Arabia, only a few studies have focused on the final years of King Abdullah reign. These years are
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considered as very critical as many important milestones of Saudi women position have been
achieved after intense of struggles and obstacles to raise the voice demanding for women rights.
Besides, a minimum number of research chosen to study the modern standard Arabic online news
articles on Saudi women, particularly those produced by non-Arab international news outlets like
BBC and compared it with the local outlet’s contents.

Regarding the theoretical approach and the analytical framework, the literature review
shows that many studies in the past have utilised CDA approaches to study Saudi women.
However, only a few analyses the discourse at both micro and macro-level by combining two CDA
analytical tools of van Leeuwen and Fairclough’s analytical frameworks. Besides, not much
research on Saudi women tries to broaden their theoretical understanding by utilising feminist
critical theories such as Butler’s feminist theory which brought forward the ideas of Foucault’s
concept of body and power, Althusser’s theory of ideology and Gramsci’s concept of hegemony.
The combination of these critical theories with CDA theory offers comprehensive understanding
of news discourse around SW.

Despite the combination of quantitative and qualitative approaches, many previous studies
do not provide precise quantifications of their qualitative findings. Thus, my study attempts to
address the representation of Saudi women by employing both qualitative and quantitative
methods of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) and Corpus Linguistics (CL). The application of
CL can reveal the pattern of the data under investigation by using the specific Corpus software. It
is highly important to mention that there are minimal studies applied both methods and used the
specific Corpus software to analyse Arabic text, in particular, which making this research is
extremely special and more challenging compared to others. Thus, by combining the CDA with

feminist critical theories and enhances the CDA analysis framework with CL tools, my study aims
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to fill a gap in the research of Arabic linguistics pertaining the representation of Saudi women in

online news coverage.

1.6 Research Questions
The main aim of this study is to discover how Saudi women are represented in Al-Jazirah and
BBC Arabic online news from 2010 until 2014. Therefore, in order to examine the main aim, the

study is set into five research questions as follow:

RQ1: What do the following corpus-based analytical procedures reveal about the representation
of Saudi women in Al-Jazirah and BBC Arabic news articles online?

a — Analysis of word frequency.

b — Analysis of different types of topic words.

¢ — Analysis of collocation and concordance of linguistic elements.

RQ2: What are the topics surrounding Saudi women which gained attention of AJ and BBCA over
the final five years period (2010-2014) of King Abdullah reign?

RQ3: How Saudi women have been represented in Al-Jazirah and BBC Arabic online news
reports?

RQ4: Given any differences between the representation of Saudi women by the two outlets, what
are the discursive and social political practices which explain these differences?

RQ5: How do the discourses on Saudi women found in Al-Jazirah and BBC Arabic relate to the

respective ideological systems in the two news outlets?
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1.7 Scope of the Research
‘Everything has a limit’. The phrase same goes to my research area, which I only focus on the
most significant points. These following elements are the limitation that I put into this study:

Firstly, the topic. In the study of discourse on social issues and phenomenon, it can create
a lot of topics and situations. As for this study, the researcher mainly wants to emphasise on
women’s representation, especially on Saudi women. It is due to the lack of coverage, particularly
on Saudi women in the media. Thus, in this study, it will cover about Saudi women as the main
topic. The representation of Saudi women is playing around their life affairs, including family
matters, social rights, and status. For example, the matters in marriage, working, voting in an
election, participating in sports, and driving, which all these issues are the most being highlighted
by the two-selected news outlets of BBCA and AJ.

Secondly, the data and media. The data chosen in this study is gathered from the two most
prominent Arabic online news sources of Al-Jazirah and BBC Arabic. Both Arabic news online
are very well-known for its broad coverage and have huge readers inside and outside the Arab
world. In one hand, BBCA represents British media cooperation while AJ, on the other hand,
represents Saudi Arabia local news outlets. Both news institutions have their background, goal,
and target audience, as well as political, social and culture stand. All these aspects are the reason
behind the selection of the data source in this study, in which the researcher wants to see how two
different news ideologies reported on discourses around Saudi women by looking on the
similarities and differences.

Thirdly, the time frame. In order to study the discourses around Saudi women according to
the last five years period of King Abdullah’s reign (2010 to 2014), with more emphasis given to

the final three years of 2012, 2013 and 2014 in the CDA detail data analysis. The three years are
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crucial as there were many significant events happened in Saudi Arabia like the decree to allow
women to vote, driving banned and participating in Olympic games occurred related to Saudi
women under the leadership of King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia at that era. Furthermore, in the
three years witnessed Saudi’s women struggle; fighting for their rights, empowerment,
achievements, and contributions have been increased dramatically compared to before.

Lastly, the methods used in this research are both qualitative and quantitative combining
the approaches of CDA and CL which hope can address the research questions and end up with

the best result and findings on the representation of Saudi women in AJ and BBCA.

1.8 Methodology of the Research?
In this research, both qualitative and quantitative methods are employed to reach the best result at
the end of this study. The methods used in this study are combining between Critical Discourse
Analysis (CDA) and Corpus Linguistics (CL) will hope can address the research questions.
There are two theoretical approaches used in this study to give theoretical understanding
of the topic under investigation. The first Judith Butler’s Feminist Theory (FT) and Critical
Discourse Analysis (CDA) of Fairclough used in this study. Within the umbrella of CDA studies,
two strong analytical frameworks were applied; namely, Socio Semantic Social Actor's Analysis
proposed by Theo van Leeuwen (Leeuwen, 1993), and Norman Fairclough’s social dimension
(Fairclough, 1999) in order to investigate the representation of Saudi women presented in BBCA
and AJ and to identify the ideologies lying behind this representation. While Corpus Linguistics
techniques such as wordlist; looking for the frequencies, concordance and collocation can help to

analyse the Corpus data more accurately. It has been proved with the help of computer assistance

! The research methodology is discussed briefly here within the introduction chapter. The detail discussion on the
methodology used in this study will be presented in Chapter Two of the present study.
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methods like Corpus procedures can help to avoid bias and gain an accurate result as well as the
best findings of the topic under investigation. Overall, the combination of Corpus Linguistics (CL)
and CDA offers a good combination to investigate discourses on the representation of Saudi

women in BBCA and AJ.

1.9 Thesis Outline

Overall, this study is divided into seven chapters. The first chapter mainly focuses on the
background, objective and aim of the study, as well as a review of previous studies on the topic
understudied. Chapter Two discusses the previous studies on discourse theory, critical discourse
analysis, and corpus linguistics along with the theoretical framework and methodology applied in
the research study. While Chapter Three, Chapter Four, Chapter Five and Chapter Six are the
analysis chapters of Corpus-based Critical Discourse analysis. In the last of Chapter Seven ends
up with summary, conclusion, suggestions, and discussions for further research. The following is
a brief explanation of each chapter.

The first chapter is an introductory chapter describing an overview of the study. Initially,
the chapter gives the background and focus of the study on the chosen topic. In order to do so, the
aim of the study should be stated clearly to answer the research questions. Chapter One also
presents a review of previous studies by other scholars and researchers of the topic. In addition,
the chapter focuses on Modern Standard Arabic news of Al-Jazirah and BBC Arabic in terms of
its history, background, political stand and the methods used of each news as it can reveal the way
of the two news outlets reporting news on Saudi women (SW). In particular, Chapter One
reviewing discourse analysis on women issues in the Arab world, particularly women in Saudi

Arabia. The review shows the representation of SW in various issues in Arab living and society
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portrayed in BBCA and AJ, and how their role engaged with each other. Therefore, it will bring
many kinds of issues and topics surrounding SW that will be investigated using AntConc software.

Chapter Two presents the details of approaches and the method used in the research. It
focuses on previous studies of discourse theory, critical discourse analysis, and corpus linguistics.
In the theoretical framework and methods, the chapter discusses the research questions and
Corpus-based methodology in details. It describes the way of Corpus analysis tools and discourse
approaches used in this study. Besides, it shows the description of how the analytical method will
be applied to the data in order to answer the research questions.

Chapter Three demonstrates concordances and topic words analysis which highlights the
most frequent words represented SW in Al-Jazirah and BBC Arabic across the five years of 2010
until 2014, investigated using AntConc software. In general, the analysis shows that the values of
SW portrayed variously according to positive and negative ways. While in particular, the analysis
focuses on adjectives, nouns and pronouns describing on SW, and the verbs that associated with
the social actor that represent SW in the positive, negative and neutral side. The result of the
Corpus investigation is analysed by applying the CDA approach.

Chapter Four, Chapter Five and Chapter Six show further discussion of the finding’s
analysis. It indicates how the different political stand of the two news outlets of Al-Jazirah and
BBC Arabic reported issues of SW in the Arab world have influenced the way news are conveyed
to the audience.

In the concluding chapter of Chapter Seven, it summarises the significant research findings,

discuss the contributions and give the suggestions of a similar study for future research.
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1.10 Review of Previous Studies

1.10.1 Introduction

In this section, the study will highlight the topic of women after reviewing an enormous literature
related to the topic. The topic of women understudied is gone through very explicit reading starting
from the general search of ‘women’, then keep it narrow down to ‘Muslim Women’, ‘Arab
Women’ and apparently the ‘Saudi Women’ as the main concern. In this study, the researcher
fundamentally focuses on the representation of Saudi women in two news outlets of BBC Arabic
(henceforth, BBCA) and Al-Jazirah (henceforth, AJ). Thus, this study addresses the discourse-
historical aspects related to Saudi Women (henceforth, SW) with particular reference to their
representations in Arab and Western discourses, the past and present.

Before reviewing the literature on Saudi Women, it will be necessary to consider the larger
social groups to which they belong. The chapter will, therefore, be organised around the historical
and news discourses relating to ‘women’ in a general, followed by ‘Muslim Women’, ‘Arab
Women’ and finally ‘Saudi Women’ as the main topic in this study particularly.

By doing that, this context will help to determine the extent to which certain features in the
current data are unique to one or more of these social groups. Therefore, | will start with a brief
review of how women have been represented in language corpora (Arabic and English) and news
discourse. In the final section, I will focus on SW by discussing how they have been represented
in Western and the Middle East historical discourses and the news media.

Before | go into further details of women in general, Muslim women, Arab women and
specifically Saudi women (SW) in media, at first, | would like to give a brief definition of the word
‘women’ and ‘media’ to give a general view for the readers of what the topic is all about. To begin

with, it is such a good start looking at the meaning of ‘women' as the overall topic in this research.
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According to the Oxford Dictionary?, “the word for ‘woman’ (pl. women) considered as a noun,
is an adult female human. Whilst ‘media’ also the noun is defined as the main ways that large
numbers of people receive information and entertainment. It nowadays happens through television,
radio, newspapers and the Internet’. There is a lot of engagement between women and media in a

present-day compared to the past. It has been recording in all these subsequent studies.

1.10.2 Women in Language

Research examining the linguistic representations of women in 1980s and 1990s are mainly
comparing women's representations against men. One significant finding shared by these all
research is that MAN, and its derivatives (man, men, he, him) far outnumbers WOMAN (woman,
women, she, her) in spoken and written language corpora (Biber et al., 1999; Kjellmer, 1986;
Romaine, 2001).

Other than looking at the frequencies, researchers have documented a list of sexist
linguistic asymmetries in English corpora. Romaine (2001: p 170) for instance, listed out terms
like career woman but not career man and referring to an adult female as a girl. In contrast,
referring to an adult male as a boy is rare (Sigley and Holmes, 2002: p 145). In the same vein,
Sadiqi's (2003: p 128-146) in his analysis of lexical, structural, and discursive sexism in Moroccan
Arabic highlights that Arabic has a specific gender grammar use, which separates between
masculine and feminine.

Moreover, focusing on the collocation of man and woman in the British National Corpus
(BNC), Pearce (2008) revealed that adjectives characterised women by their physical appearance.

In contrast, men were characterised by their physical strength. Furthermore, in the subject position,

2 Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary.
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woman collocates with verbs such as cry and weep, hence indicating women as emotionally
intemperate and verbally annoying in the verbs such as nag and wail. In the object position, women
were objected to verbs such as integrate, monitor, and provide, which indicated that women are
victims of physical and sexual violence, and ideological and physical coercion (p 11).

Despite an increase of awareness and codification of gender equality in the language since
the 1980s, the overall result of previous studies on women in language suggests that sexist
discourses have not entirely gone away (Sunderland, 2004: p 201; 2006: p 40). This result is closely
related to the numerous social, economic, and political inequalities between men and women still

exists in most societies (Pearce, 2008: p 1).

1.10.3 Women in News Discourse
Carter (1998) in his study found that the semantic macrostructures of women in the late 19th
century British press have been confined to “‘beauty’, ‘childcare’, ‘fashion’, ‘gossip’, ‘home
decoration’, ‘shopping’ and ‘social affairs’” (Carter et al., 1998b: p 1). Other studies critically
examine the stereotyping and marginalisation of women in news discourse (Downing, 1980: p
128; Tuchman, 1978: p 8). Holland (1987) pointed out the most typical representation of women
in media as they usually portrayed as 'an anonymous example of uninformed public opinion, as a
housewife, consumer, neighbour, or as a mother, sister, wife of the man in the news, or as a victim
of crime, disaster, political policy. Thus, they do not only speak less frequently, but they tend to
speak as passive reactors and witnesses to public events rather than as participants in those events’
(Holland, 1987: p 138-139).

In another study focusing on media discourse representation, Gidengil and Everitt (2003)

studied the media’s coverage of female leaders’ speeches in the 1993 and 1997 Canadian election
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campaigns. The frequency of aggressive reporting verbs such as ridicule, mock and complain was
found to be statistically higher in a reported speech by female leaders compared to males. The
study claims that such gendered misrepresentations may also be explained by the cognitive
research findings of Butler and Geis (1990: p 48), which suggest that women’s dominance
constitutes a ‘basic schema incompatibility’ to co-participants.

Combining CDA with CL, Caldas-Coulthard (1993) analysed 200 news articles from three
British broadsheets over ten days. She concluded that most of the contents in these three
broadsheets were centred on men. Some statistical result produced by this study include the title
Mr, occurred eight times as often as the combination of three female titles of Mrs., Miss and Ms.
In term of the reporting verbs, shown that men were quoted 451 times compared to only 76 times
from women. Similar results collected when Caldas-Coulthard further examined a 2-million-word
corpus of The Times newspaper, which she concluded that female voices were mostly
underrepresented in news discourse. Besides, descriptive verbs such as scream, yell, nag, and
gossip were consistently associated with women. Hence, reinforcing stereotypical notions of
‘femininity’. These findings confirmed Fowler’s (1991) earlier findings that women were
characterised by familial and marital status and age in his study of newspaper reports on 1985 New
Year’s Eve events.

In general, stereotyping is commonly known as public opinion on a specific social group
or a type of individual, including racial, sexual and gender-specific stereotypes. In other words,
stereotyping can be defined as opinions of the characteristics, attributes and behaviours of a
particular social group or as a cognitive representation about the relationship between a social

group and its members (RenRen).
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Looking back to history, the female has remained in a secondary position in this
androcentric culture for a long time due to the outdated social ideologies in China. The social
image of women has been built through men’s eyes, and the definition of women by men in society
have become the accepted of general belief. Besides, the power of media in controlling the public's
opinion has been dramatically weakened due to the men's control in this culture. To the men, the
stereotypical image of women was based on these characteristics, such as passive, sensitive,
fragile, too emotional, and submissive. Thus, this traditional media is described as a gender-
specific technique that can adjust, rebuild, produce, order and criticise the relationship between
both sexes of males and females (ibid.).

More recently, Shameer (2016) mentioned that the media had played the most significant
role in raising women's issues by highlighting their representation in society. It does show that
media is the best medium to convey the message to the audience about women’s achievement,
contribution, participation, and representation. It is shown that the social media nowadays brings
up our society together in bringing upon major biological, physiological and sociological illnesses
upon many young ladies today due to the unrealistic norms of today ideal body and beauty
standards (Dascalo, 2016).

The two essential things on the representation of women and media after globalisation,
“First that women should not be projected in the stereotype roles and second, their bodies should
not be used to sell all kinds of products” as concluded by Archana (2015) in her study. While
Arpita in her study of ‘portrayal of women in mass media’ has concluded that the way media
portrays women is more to reinforce rather than make it fewer prejudices and stereotypes. Taking
India as an example, Arpita (2012) argued that Indian media does not make any efforts to

emphasising the serious issues portrayed by women. Besides, India did not give women a space to
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play their role in society equal to the men. Thus, Arpita suggests that the media should be
monitored.

Media also can become a mean to raise the issue of gender equality between men and
women. Recent studies show many scholars, researchers, as well as academicians, stressed on this
matter. Among them, like Azzam (2013), believes that the significant role of media can bring
freedom, justice, and dignity in promoting gender equality for both men and women.

Looking precisely into Arab women, Rubin (2007) made an argument regarding the 2005
Freedom Home report. He argued that Arab women progress is developing slowly compared to
the other women in the rest of the world in term of women’s right and non-discrimination practices.
The study highlighted that the highest score belongs to Tunisia, which received an average rating
of 3.24, while the lowest among the Arab countries was Saudi Arabia which recorded only 1.26
average rating (ibid.).

In a more recent study by Maurice Odine (2013) shows that the issue surrounding Arab
women often get less coverage by the media. For Arab women themselves, they wanted to address
on socio-economic, cultural, and political inequality which has been long suffered by them.
However, these issues do not receive the main concern from the media. Unfortunately, media use
its power to manipulate the stories appropriately. The similar case happened to Egyptian women
where the media have for a long time neglected it.

The issues surrounding women are not only focused on equality against the opposite sex
but more than that in gaining justice and freedom. As McKibbin (2009) interviewed with Rana
Husseini on her case that, she was assigned to cover in 1994 about the murder of Kifaya, 16-year-
old girl. “Kifaya was stabbed by her brother in the act to cleanse her family’s honour. Moreover,

what was Kifaya’s crime? First, she had been raped by another brother. Second, she had divorced
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an older man after a forced marriage”. Due to that case, McKibbin urged that women extremely
need media as their primary channel to raise the issue of gender inequality in the society as it can
gain public awareness and concern. Whatever the change should be the first start within the family
itself, then the role of media.

The drastic strategies should be set up. It can be seen through the ideas of Sabanes and
Anand (2001) as they suggested women should build a good relationship with media organisations
and media practitioners regarding women’s issues of equality. They also suggested that women
should inform media to report on women's issues in constructive criticism rather than continuously
complaining about the way media report on the negative downside of their representation. As a
result, women's voices can be heard as the goal to get a ‘women-friendly media environment’ and
to get favourable coverage as well as to enhance women's representation in showing it to the public
and the world.

The previous research on women and media in the MENAS3 region shows media reported
most of stereotyping women on a negative side. In contrast, women involved in social and politic
which is considered the high interest portrayed positively had been included in the studies by
Akharbach and Rerhaye (1992), Baron (1994), Khiabany and Sreberny (2004). The Cairo-based
New Woman’s Research Center (2002) conducted a content analysis of 18 Egyptian series aired
regionally during Ramadhan. The result showed that “500 episodes included violence against
women with 43% of women characters subjected to violence, and 13 per cent killed”. The result
indicated the failure of Arab media in enhancing justice for women, which fails to raise the public
concern on women’s oppression. These tasks are supposed to be the significant role of the Arab

media in society (Raad, 2004).

3 MENA stands for the Middle East and North Africa, which consist of Arab countries.
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Obeidat (2002) highly agreed the role of media is beyond the expectation of just reporting
on events and society to more than that as the primary role in changing the portrayal of women
and influencing in the way people manage their properties and interests. In other words, media
nowadays plays the most significant role in influencing how people generate their knowledge,

attitudes, positions, and practices.

1.10.4 Muslim Women in the Media

There are not many studies focusing specifically on Muslim women (MW) in media despite their
‘controversial’ focal point, not only in Western literature but also in the media. In the following, |
will present important studies which focused on MW.

The Runnymede report (1997: p 28) indicated that MW are portrayed in the British media
as unhappy arranged marriages and being oppressed by the hijab. Moreover, J. Richardson (2004:
p 89), stated that a significant topos of British newspapers was that Islam and Muslim men
‘subjugate’ women. Hence, the social position of MW was being labelled with negative predication
such as being ‘oppressed’ and ‘backwards’ (p 119). MW usually associated with veil (hijab) and
Islam was portrayed as being the cause of MW’s oppression. The study also revealed that MW
voices were sidelined in the broadsheet’s reporting, which go in line with Poole (2002: p 90) earlier
findings which suggest that MW were marginalised in the British media.

This marginalisation sustained the Orientalist stereotype, which depicts MW as ‘passive’
and ‘oppressed’. Thus, readers of these newspapers may presume that MW do not want to share
their views, are incapable of articulating them or are too oppressed to do so. Hence, MW according
to the Orientalist stereotype framework is matched Karl Marx words: “They cannot represent

themselves; they must be represented” (1852 cited in Said, 1978/2003: p 293).
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Turning to studies focusing on MW, Roushanzamir (2004) investigated representations of
Iranian women in 479 US news articles published between (1995-1998). The study showed that,
despite portraying Iranian women are relative advances in term of voting, travelling and
employment, “the prevailing mode is that descriptions of dress, and mainly the chador (hijab),
remain the key news hook for descriptions of Iranian women, and in turn, Iranian women, are the
key news hook for Iran” (p 23). Women were consequently associated with recognisable
Orientalist themes of conservatism, fanaticism, hidden sensuality, and violence. In the same vein,
Rahman (2007) utilised CDA and content analysis to analyse Time and Newsweek magazines
between (1979-2002). She found that the hijab and patriarchy were the two most prominent topics
and images of women wearing hijab were overwhelmingly negative. The study also pointed out
that, 52 per cent of the 358 images associated with the magazine articles carry no reference to MW
at all, hence raises questions about the function of these negative decontextualised pictures of MW
in their veil. Thus, Rahman concluded that the representation of MW in these magazines sustains
the Orientalist discourses which portrayed MW extremism, ignorance, mystery, and oppression.
The study moreover argues that the two magazines’ discourse of MW was aimed to serve US
foreign policy in the region.

It is noteworthy to mention that many studies which focused on MW representations gave
much attention to the notion of the hijab (veil). Thus, the hijab has become a virtual metonym for
the “problems of Islam” in the Western media (Watson, 1994: p 153). A review of Canadian
newspapers (1993-1997) by Bullock and Jafri (2000: p 36) found that 87 per cent of news articles
about MW in Canada associated with the hijab. A similar result also found in the French press, as

MacMaster and Lewis (1998: p 128) found out that “the veil is a signifier, just as it was in the
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colonial period, of an entire social, political and cultural order (barbarism, oppression, medieval
values, fanaticism)”.

Finally, utilising the corpus linguistics approaches, Baker (2010a) analysed MW
representations in the British press. Baker found that the fourth most common collocate of Muslim
(was women preceded by community, world, and Council. Men, however, came in the ninth place).
This has led Baker to conclude the centrality of the ‘Muslim woman’ as a semantic macrostructure
in British media discourse about Muslims and Islam. According to Baker, the term Muslim women
peaked in 2006 due to Jack Straw's ‘veil row’. The most frequent semantic categories collocating
with MW included hijab-related words (e.g., wear, remove, and cover), freedom, law and order,
and oppression. Baker then conducted an analysis of 3,483 concordance lines with verbs preceding
veil. The result showed negative predications such as respecting the right to wear it, but not the
wearer, outright mockery and dehumanisation (e.g., shroud-swishing zombies, swaddled figure,
and bats). Baker furthermore reveals that left-leaning newspapers tended to employ feminist
arguments against the hijab. In comparison, the right-leaning newspapers considered them
‘offensive’, incompatible with the ‘British way of life’ and a ‘security loophole’ for crime and
terrorism.

Being slightly different from other, Jafri (1998) study the view of MW themselves about
their representation being in media. Thus, she invited 24 MW to join the three focus groups to
discuss the way MW were represented in the Canadian media. The outcome of these group
discussion strongly indicated that their representation was mostly negative in the Canadian media
for many reasons, among them: (1) repeated use of adjectives such as ‘submissive’ and ‘victims’;
(2) the mixture of culture and religion, hence caused confusion on MW, (3) narrow coverage and

sensationalism; (4) generalising specific cases to the entire religion of Islam; (5) ignorance about
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Islam; (5) a preference for certain viewpoints (particularly MW who are anti-hijab); and (6)
associating Islam with violence (p 25). Thus, it is tough to identify MW based on what has been
portrayed by the media. Moreover, “working women, particularly those who wear hijab, felt that

women are not shown in their roles outside the home often enough” (p 29).

1.10.5 Arab Women in Media

“Not all Arabs are Muslims, and most Muslims are not Arabs” (Sidani, 2005, p 502)

Looking more specifically on Arab women (AW) in media discourse, it is safe to say that in
general, AW carrying the same negative representation of MW in the media. However, the issue
is being added with the complexities of the social and political context of the Arab world.

The role of Islam in Arab societies is undeniable. Back then to the history, the political role
of Islam began in the early nineties’ centuries. At that time, the majority of Arab countries
witnessed a strong resurgence of Islam (Esposito, 1994; Haddad, 1984).

As been recorded in history, the problem of justice and equity is not just solely affected
women’s empowerment. However, the main factor is because of the backwardness of the Arab
world itself. “The utilisation of Arab women's capabilities in politic and economic remains the
lowest in the world, as evidenced by the meagre share of women in parliaments, cabinets, and the
workforce, and in the trend toward the feminisation of unemployment” UNDP (2002, p 23).

Based on the report NCAFP (2012) of Arab women and the future of the Middle East,
American foreign policy interests reveals that according to the international measurements of
government responsibility, civil liberties, political rights and media freedom, it stated that Arab
countries show the lower score compared to other regional ground in the world. The researchers

identified three factors that should be considered, first, the political freedom and participation in
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governance, second, removal of discrimination against women, and third, inadequate education
systems.

In a more recent report produced by NCAFP in 2012, it stated that ‘‘the awareness of
democracy which brings a major change in many Latin America and East Asia in the late 1980s
has barely reached the Arab states.”” NCAFP highlighted the ‘lack of women’s rights’’ as one of
the most critical factors which kept the Arab countries left far behind compared to others. The
report added that the tribal-patriarchal structures, which give dominant roles to men while
preserving women in segregated situations, is the foremost hurdle toward real reform. In
comparison, the women’s situation in non-Arab countries where the tribal practice is absent,
women position is much better, as many changes have taken in the past two decades.

Miriam Cooke (2000) in her cultural critique stated that “Arab women are not victims, but
rather strong individuals who are balancing national, transnational, religious and feminist agendas
in an attempt to construct a society hospitable to them”. Miriam furthermore added that women’s
work sometimes reinforces and been questioned as discourses of modernity, nationalism, and
feminism. Hence, these works are targeting women as a subject of their histories and challenging
the representation of Arab women.

Amel al-Arigi (2009) conducted a case study Al-Jazeera news on Middle Eastern Women
in the Media: A Battle Against Stereotypes. She pointed out that the media plays a vital role,
especially for the empowerment of women. Since the issues in the Middle East widely get coverage
by the news agencies; therefore, there is no reason for the representation of Middle Eastern women
could be the main agenda highlighting by the news media.

In her book on title “Women and Media in the Middle East: power through self-expression’,

Sakr (2006) revealed that since the early 1990s, media interest in the Middle East shows a dramatic
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change in highlighting on women's issues which began exactly before September 11" 2001 and
automatically making the voice of women’s right have been heard. Another study by Sakr (2008)
found the lack representation of Middle Eastern women was depend on media which they did not
make a broad coverage of women as their primary concern.

Most of the studies on Arab women (Amel, 2009; Rasha, 2010) show that women in the
Middle East received less intention for their representation. Amel (2009), for instance, conducted
a case study on Middle Eastern women in the media and argued that women were no longer be
reported based on their traditional roles as mothers, daughters, or sisters. Instead, their role has
changed beyond those boundaries. However, the study also found that Arab women broke the news
when they involved directly in news events itself, such as being female suicide bombers or rape
victims. Similar finding on the representation of women has been recorded by Rasha Allam (2010).
She noticed that the Arab media tend to portray women negatively by using women’s bodies as
sexual commodities, portrayed women of being illiteracy, less capability, less intellectuality, less
experienced, as materialistic, and independent.

There is some reason Arab women still did not get enough attention by media in the Arab
world. Similar findings can be seen in these subsequent studies. The Arab Women Development
report in 2005 shows that 78.68% of the images of Arab women were negatively portrayed in
media, and they are underrepresented. The report further explained that media merely highlighted
the content of movies and TV series related to women and advertisement on women rather than
focusing on their involvement in more severe and active roles such as their roles in newscasts,
political talk shows, social programs, and documentaries.

However, not all media outlets sidelined Arab women and portrayed them negatively.

Amel (2009), for instance, revealed that Al-Jazeera provided coverage on the issues of Arab
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women by highlighting their rights, beliefs, life, struggling and suffering. The outlet also launches

the initiative against women stereotyping in media, but more efforts must be made.

1.10.6 Saudi Arabia

Before | go further on Saudi women as the main social actor in this study, | would like to present
a brief historical socio-economic and political condition of Saudi Arabia as an essential part to
gain a better understanding of women's position in the Kingdom of Saudi society (Hamdan, 2005,
p 42). Furthermore, James Wynbrandt (2010) stated that Saudi Arabia has experienced changes
that have altered the internal structure and affected the foreign relations of the country. He claimed
that despite economic, social, and political improvements, Saudi Arabia still faces turmoil from
the continued conflict in the Middle East. Therefore, he suggested that Saudi Arabia, as the
birthplace of Islam, should find a way to balance its religious authority with the demands of
modern society.

Saudi Arabia is the Kingdom governed by a monarchy system which consists of the council
of ministers nominated by the King who formulates and implement policies, while the constitution
is governed by a strict interpretation of Islamic law (Mobaraki and Soderfeldt, 2010). One of the
main characteristics related to the power struggle between the religious scholars (ulama’) and the
state in which women always brought at the centre topic of debate and discussion between both
parties (Mai, 2000, p 95).

A comprehensive study on Saudi Arabia in term of geography, history, culture, economics,
domestic politics, and foreign policy which gives the full insights about Saudi society. The society
which has so far managed to reconcile the secularising influences of modern technology with its

strong religious traditions. The author highlights some of the Kingdom less attractive features, for
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instance, rampant politico-economic corruption and the discrimination endured by many Saudi
women and most foreign labourers. Besides, he explores the reality in the Kingdom in the context
of Saudi culture and values (David E, 1998).

In the last two decades, Saudi Arabia has witnessed some noteworthy improvements in
women's status in social, political, and economical. However, all those improvements are sharply
contrasted with the criticism among activists and the media of legislation and practise women
rights (Shannon, 2014). These criticisms arise in several reasons: firstly, Saudi Arabia is
considered one of the most gender-segregated countries in the world. Secondly, Saudi women are
being controlled under male guardianship (mahram) policy in which they must seek permission
from a male guardian at first in anything they intend to do, usually from her husband or father,
brother, or son. It is similar goes to enter the education, to travel, to work and to get medical
treatment, to obtain passport and permits and many more. Thus, this policy such a tremendous
challenging of Saudi women who wish to pursue a career as they also need to get permission from
their male guardian (Forsythe, 2009, p 396).

The restriction is not only ended on that point, besides once Saudi women entering the
workplace, they also need to obey the laws, rules and social practices which bring the impact of
working practice and freedom of their movement (Abalkhail, 2017).

Moreover, there is a study that examines a gender representation in Saudi Arabia by
employing the combination approaches of Multimodal Social Semiotics (MSS) and Critical
Discourse Studies (CDS). The study aims to investigate both the discursive practices in the
catalogue and in the press coverage as to deconstruct the issue of female visibility in Saudi Arabia
and how the publication of the catalogue would give a suitable discursive opportunity for

stereotypical representation of Saudi Arabia as the 'Other' (T.Taher, 2019). Thus, the findings
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reveal a sharp contrast between the textual and visual representations of females in the catalogues
of IKEA. In the Saudi edition, females are linguistically visible, but visually are excluded, which
revealed IKEA’s linguistic sexism. On the other hand, linguistic and visual representations in the
newspapers complement each other and reveal how news sources construct Saudi Arabia in the
context of women's rights as specific negative themes associated with Saudi Arabia emerge. For

example, the use of the word ‘backwardness’ and ‘the oppression of women’s rights’ (ibid.).

1.10.7 The reign of King Abdullah

King Abdullah died on January 23, 2015, after he had ruled the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for
two decades. In 1995, King Fahd had suffered a stroke and since that King Abdullah became the
ruler of Saudi Arabia, and he officially appointed as a king of the Kingdom when King Fahd died
in 2005. Ten years later, in 2015, King Salman has replaced his half-brother on the same day King
Abdullah died. In the era of King Salman, Saudi Arabia face the royal family power struggle
conspiracies and a weak economy due to low oil prices, regional war, and conflicts, as well as
Sunni and Shia extremism (Stenslie, 2016).

In the reign of King Fahd bin Abdul Aziz and King Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz, both ruling
periods were considered the golden age of women where their decisions in favour of women and
the opening of foreign studies, making a substantial development on the academic level (Al
Shahrani, 2015).

During the reign of King Abdullah (2005-2015), Saudi women advancement in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia was based on the Sharia emerges as a process resulting from a Muslim
enlightenment version and political support to women's needs and rights. The study thus shows

that women in the Kingdom received unprecedented visibility in society and get the chance to
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actively contribute to the country's transition toward a knowledge-based society and economy.
Hence, the study aims to explore the ‘special alliance’ between King Abdullah and SW and also
to explore the ideational, social and economic factors that bring an impact on the policies in order
to promote a ‘flexible approach’ in the Islamic values of mercy, tolerance, equality, support of
knowledge and dialogue (Maestri).

Besides, King Salman as a promoter of Islamic fundamentalism abroad was compelled to
his past to a case of Saudi blogger, Raef Badawi to be punished or pardoned as he was sentenced

coincided with the last day of the ailing King Abdullah (Jain, 2015).

1.10.8 Saudi Women in Media Discourse
It should be noted that Saudi Arabia represents a unigue, though significant, the case among Arab
countries. Housing the two most holy cities for Muslims of Mecca and Medina, Saudi Arabia is
symbolically the worldwide centre of attention when it comes to Islamic issues. However, the case
of women in Saudi Arabia is genuinely distinctive as this area has been the most impenetrable to
outside influences (Ahmed, 1992). While the roles of women in other Arab countries have
witnessed significant strides toward more participation, women’s development in Saudi Arabia
has been relatively slower.

In most Arab countries, ulama' (Muslim scholars) in Saudi Arabia practise conservative
discourse. For example, the late Saudi Sheikh Abdel Aziz BinBaz (1912-1999)* created the idea

in building the school of thought, which represent Salafiah® known as the most influential religious

4 Sheikh BinBaz (1912-1999) was the Grand mufti of Saudi Arabia. (A mufti is a principal scholar certified under his
official position to issue fatwas or religious edicts and interpretations). He was also the head of the council of senior
ulama’.

5 Salafiah literally means adherence to early Muslim orthodoxy and was the most influential religious scholar in Saudi
Arabia.

42



scholar in Saudi Arabia. Pejman (2004) found that the school of thought built by BinBaz has
contributed the strong impact making sheltered against the rising tide of the increasing of women’s
participation in other Arab countries including the Middle East and North Africa. Despite the fact
of the impact brought by BinBaz only limited to the outside of Saudi Arabia but millions of people
had deeply respected him, and he got a powerful influence in the legislative system in Saudi
Arabia. The school of thought in which BinBaz represent his view is broadly accepted in many
areas of the Arabian Peninsula. Besides, his official position given by temporal leader making his
views indeed significant credibility and his successor as grand mufti seems to belong to the same
school of thought.

After the war in Afghanistan in 2002 and Irag in 2003 and rising talk about the rights of
women, this conservative tendency in Saudi Arabia has been criticised and attempts for more
visibility for females are being initiated. The fifth Jeddah Economic Forum was held in Saudi
Arabia in 2004 attracted over 1,000 leaders from around the globe. However, what was most
notable was the first-ever female participation in significant activities. Lubna Olayan, CEO of a
major financing company and one of Fortune's top 50 most influential women outside the US,
delivered the keynote speech (Olayan, 2004). The highest religious authority in Saudi Arabia,
probably in response to such tendencies, reaffirmed in the 2004 Hajj (Muslim pilgrimage) speech
that “women should be grateful to the respectful role accorded to them by Islam as mothers”
(Ghafour, 2004).

The common stereotypes of Saudi women which they are prohibited from driving car,
required to wear the headscarf covering their hair, and in some areas, they are expected to cover
their faces. While they have gained increased access to education, and few genders segregated job

opportunities, their representation in the labour force participation rate was barely over 10 per cent
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in 2002 (Arab Human Development Report, 2002). It should be noted that the lack of female
involvement in the work arena cannot be solely attributed to the role of traditional ulama’. The
prevailing cultural norms, which are sometimes of tribal, not religious, origin, have put pressures
on women’s ability to involve themselves in the economic development of their societies.
Sometimes the ulama’s strict understanding could be perceived as merely putting a religious
impression on various long-standing traditions and practices.

Sports and physical activities are not merely limited to men; women also have broad
opportunities to take part in sports. However, such opportunities are not the same as women from
Islamic countries. Saudi women, for instance, they are coming from the Islamic country of Saudi
Arabia have lack opportunities in participating in the Olympic Games as they face many barriers
when taking part in the sports. The situation considered that women’s personal situations are
different according to the country where they live in, the place of their residence, the social
background, and their religious practice (Pfister, 2010).

The historical socio-economic and political conditions of Saudi Arabia are an essential
aspect of understanding a woman's position in the Saudi society. It is important to note that the
political and social events have contributed to shaping the status of women in Saudi society
(Rajkhan, 2014, p 5). In general, it is believed that in Saudi society, the role of women was essential
to maintaining the structure of the family and society (Marianne Alireza, Women of Saudi Arabia,
National Geographic, 1987, p 423-453).

According to Central Department of Statistics and Information, Ministry of Economy and
Planning recorded that Saudi women accounted more than 90 per cent to be actively involved in
the workforce and have a secondary qualification in a present-day and the rise of this education

level is a major factor in increasing of female participation in the workforce.
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Saudi Arabia is the only country in the world that prohibited women from driving. The
restriction is based on the traditional custom and the social norm that has been inherited from a
generation to another. The impact of this policy is not only affected the economic sector but also
brings the side effect of Saudi women daily life. Thus, Safaa (2014, p 24) argues that women's
driving is more than a human right, but far of that, it is a religious right, as well as a legal right to
the women in Saudi Arabia.

Obeidat (2002), however, highlights that the images of women as mothers and wives
should be promoted. The images of women who prefer working at home as housewives and mother
should not be replaced across the board with images of independent working single women. She
suggests that Saudi women should be portrayed as positive agents of social, political, and
economic change. For that reason, they should have proportional representation within these fields.

This is one example of the legal obstacles to the social advancement of women which they
were prohibited from driving a car is one of the issues represented. Besides, the media represented
strict segregation of the genders. For example, women are prohibited, mixing with men whom they
are not related. Most educational institutions, workplace, banks, and restaurants should have
separate divisions for both genders, males, and females.

Another study by Mishra (2007a) conducted a textual analysis of 133 articles focusing on
MW in The New York Times (2001-2003). Five themes were identified in the reporting: first, MW
being victims of violence and 'Islamic practices'; second, linking their liberation with Western
liberalism and consumerism; third, minor coverage of MW's resisting oppression within the
Islamic framework; fourth a preoccupation with the hijab; and finally post-9/11 hate crimes against
MW (p 5). In another study, Mishra (2007b) focused on Saudi women in 83 articles by 15

American newspapers (2001-2004). Overall, Saudi women were represented as “passive victims
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of Islamic laws”, and 64 per cent of articles portrayed them as having “oppressed lives” by
focusing on restrictions (p 267).

Kaufer and Al-Malki (2009) conducted a more specific analysis focusing on Saudi women
‘trendsetters and pioneers’ in 32 articles from Western news sources and translated Arabic-
speaking Saudi newspapers of Arab News (2005- 2007). A keyword analysis of the 32 articles
uncovered the following distinctive lexical items: ‘discrimination’, ‘family’, ‘guardian’,
‘opportunity’, ‘religion’, and ‘segregation’ (p 120). Based on an analysis of 27 discourse variables
that incorporated these keywords, the authors conclude that the coverage of the “weak and passive”
MW may not be as bleak as previous studies suggest (p 129). This, however, could not be verified,
as the authors themselves admit, due to the limited number of texts and the study's reliance on
abbreviated translations. | would add that a corpus of articles about ‘Saudi women trendsetters’
could not be expected to provide information about the representations of Muslim or even Saudi
women in general news discourse.

When Saudi Arabian women become a centre of attention, non-academic articles always
tend to promote and portray the stereotypical images of them as being exotic and erotic (Hamdan,
2005, p 61) or as victims of oppression (Shannon, 2014).

The analysis further reveals that women's rights are a common discourse in this context,
with a tendency to be accompanied by discourse that perpetuates stereotypes of Saudi women as
being 'oppressed’ and invisible. The representations are inherently related to a broader critique of
Orientalism and negative Other representation of Islam in the mainstream "Western' discourses of
Saudi Arabia (T.Taher, 2019).

Amani Hamdan (2005) referred to Ali Reza (1987) mentioning that in general, Saudi

society believes that the core role of women was to maintain the structure of the family and society.

46



Amani included an idea in her study of women and education in Saudi Arabia towards the
challenges and achievements. She stated, “Until 2001, Saudi women were considered an extension
of their male guardians. First, a woman's identity appears to her husband’s card or, if her father is
dead, then the guardianship turns to her nearest male kin.” In recent days, the statistic shows that
majority of Saudi women are well educated, soon making the number of uneducated and illiteracy
women keeps declining to a small group. However, the percentage of Saudi women in the
workforce is remained low compared to other Arab countries (Doumato, 2000).

Media tend to be neutral in addressing women's issues. However, the study in Guardian
news thus indicated that the news does not tend to be completely neutral (Kabgani, 2012). The
study of Kabgani has similar finding with the most recent study by (Elyas et al. I, 2020) that also
found Muslim women are portrayed as active actors in their group society which the study
examines the way Saudi women are represented and investigate the ideologies that lie behind the
representation.

The study conducted by Shahrani (2015) shows that the role of Saudi women in community
development by demonstrating their role and effectiveness in the society, even though it was
delayed due to several different reasons, such as social, cultural and economic. Besides, Saudi
women's roles in society are affected by the traditions, customs and interpretations of the value
and traditions of society. A study takes four Saudi female writers, namely Nura al-Saad, Suhaila
Zain al-Abedin Hammad, Fowziyah Abu Khalid and Wajeha al-Huwaider as the example in
representing a wide range of intellectual pluralism runs from conservative to liberal, then to radical
conceptions of state and society. Thus, this study will try to answer how and why do gender
identities change, and what taking into account the lives of these four women and their literary

work represent the continuous search and discovery. Similar to any other society, the reinventing
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of themselves of these experiences are marked as part of the complexity of Saudi Arabian
intellectual discourse.

The book written by Al-Sudairy (2017) is considered the first book to situate Saudi woman
in a broader aspect of the cultural context in exploring a variety of themes, historical developments,
and social taboos as well as investigating a wide range of writing by Saudi women. Thus, this book
represents a significant contribution of women in the Middle East and offers a unique contrast
between fictional presentation and lived experience.

In his study, Salem (2006) concluded that secular society faces the continuing influence of
Christianity heritage and assists in subordinating minorities, mainly Muslims. The analysis
consists the interviews with young Muslim women in South Australia and two daily newspapers
of the Australian and The Advertiser which look at themes, for example, religions, racism,
representation, identity, and resistance to racism. He critiques the existing terminologies, which is
utilised to describe negativity and hostility based on religious affiliation.

The educational levels and contributions of women in many fields of social, economic, and
cultural contexts have changed and developed steadily. In a recent day, it can be found that women
working in shops, malls, restaurants, hotels, airports as well as in desk jobs, rather than that they
also can be found working in government sectors, such as schools, hospitals, banks, and offices.
A decade ago, Saudi women were recorded successfully through their achievement been
appointed as members of the Shura council, a high-level advisory body, and they could participate
in municipal council activities and election campaigns. As a result, the participation of women in
the workforce will be rising. In 2009/2010, women accounted for approximately 15 t018% of the

total Saudi workforce in both the private and public sectors.
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Many initiatives have been taken in order to improve the economic participation of women.
Among them by providing financial support and training for them. For instance, The Human
Resources Development Fund (Hrdaf) which aims to improve job opportunities for Saudi women
in the private sector.

Munajjed (2010) stated that Saudi women had made good progress in various aspects of
life which led to more voices on the need for improvement of their condition. Women have their
businesses, head government and private organisations and have made forays into hitherto out-of-
reach areas including media, construction industry, political activism, bureaucracy, the banking
sector, NGOs, and civil society.

It has been claimed that the process of improving the condition of women is complex,
involving Saudi society and politics. Nevertheless, the monarchy has recognised that the
involvement of Saudi women brings the strength of the economy (Quamar).

In June 2011, Saudi Arabia launched the Nitagat (Ranges) programme in order to address
the issue of unemployment among the local population for the nationalisation of jobs. Besides, the
purpose of the programme is to expedite the policy of Saudisation that had been a force since 1994.

In a recent day, Saudi women working in various field and they hold many positions in
working sectors including deans of universities and colleges, medical doctors, journalists as well
as writers, photographers, filmmakers, artists, and fashion designers. Saudi women empowerment
has often been a topic for discussion on social media, formal media outlets and government
agencies. In Saudi Arabia, Saudi women have strived to play an active role in the public sphere
(Adham, 2012).

In the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, recent developments show that the government makes a

clear strategic direction for a greater role of Saudi women in public life and into their top leadership
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positions in public domains. Thus, Saudi women have a great opportunity to make contributions
through their abilities and intelligence to society.

In 'Washington Post', Saudi women were being constructed as oppressed victims in need
of Western liberation, while the Arab news portrayed the purity of Saudi women and the way they
resist westernisation of the society. In Saudi Arabia society, the conservative ‘ulama’, in particular,
are against the issue of gender equality in the modern era.

Adham (2012) examines the representation of SW in local media during the Arab Spring
starting from 2010, where a revolutionary wave of demonstrations and protests swept through the
Arab world. SW have been portrayed in various roles. The most famous representation of Saudi
women is always as a mother or homemaker, model or fashion icon, radio presenter, as well as
television presenter, pop singer, female sports, and businesswomen. Also, they are always being
portrayed as working in central positions within the home. Female social actors have also been
represented as being concerned with the health needs of their children.

Al-Shakhs (2012) examined the representation of Saudi women in the local media within
these three periods: before 9/11 and after 9/11, before the reign of King Abdullah in 2005, and
during the reign of King Abdullah. The results reveal that in the three periods, Saudi women play
prominent roles as housewives. Most of the time, the portrayal of Saudi women-only within a
house environment rather than be in public or workplace. Besides, women are widely portrayed as
not being deprived of their rights for education, work, and marriage.

The representation of Saudi women in media mirrors one of the obvious barriers to their
social progress which is the exclusion from political life. During this time, women were not
allowed to vote and to be elected in the municipality or Shura council. Furthermore, the law of

guardianship was enforced where Saudi women could not make any decisions related to marriage,
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divorce, or travel. For instance, without the permission and approval from their male guardian,
including their husbands, fathers, brothers, or any of their mature male relatives (ibid.).

In the study of women and media in Saudi Arabia on changes and contradictions, Sakr
(2009) found in her observation that both men and women in Saudi Arabia, especially outside the
ruling elites and patronage networks, are worked hard to raise the concern about their need. Usher
(2011) concluded a report in Saudi Arabia prepared by Kamal Subhi. The purpose of the report is
to restrict the ban on women driving, as he said by allowing women to drive would cause other
crimes such as prostitution, pornography, homosexuality, and divorce. This conservation action
suggestion, however, will bring little changes for the women’s equality.

Soraya Altorki, in her book "Women in Saudi Arabia: Ideology and Behaviour Among the
Elite” Highlight the exchange between ideology, behaviour, and religious doctrines in changing
the role of women in Saudi Arabia. Altorki emphasises that none of these three elements happens
independently of each other and therefore limit and complement each other at the same time. The
agent of change, according to her, is the individual, who acts in this own self-interest, can change
certain norms but not others. Thus, male domination becomes controlled temperament, women’s
seclusion becomes conditional segregation, and these changes were triggered by an increasing
tendency of men and women to think pragmatically about changing realities. Throughout her book,
Altorki does provide a compelling argument that change is occurring within Saudi society. This
shift is affecting women and men equally. However, men remain the ultimate agents of this change.
Altorki, however, does not provide a full account of the role of the state is enforcing or relaxing
certain norms.

Saudi Arabia has been portrayed as the poster child of hegemony, essentialism, and women

oppression. Therefore, the study draws on the academic and professional experiences of the author
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dealing with Saudi women in Canada, the UK, the US and inside Saudi Arabia to further the critical
scholarship on Saudi Arabia and Saudi women as site and population of academic research to avoid
the essentialist, orientalist and Westernised understanding of Saudi Arabia and Saudi women. It
has been argued that in recent years, no aspects of Saudi Arabian society have been subject and
debate than the women's domain. Nevertheless, Saudi women remain among the fewest studied
population, women's right and responsibilities have been controversial issues by both

conservatives and progressives in Saudi Arabia (Mustafa and Troudi, 2019).

1.11 Arabic News Outlet

Arabic media has become prominent in the Arab world and worldwide as it keeps increased
dramatically playing a role in democratisation, social, cultural, and political change in the Middle
East. The emergence of the prominent mass media and its role in the Middle East began during the
1950s and 1960s following the rise of Arabic unity discourse and Arab national identity (Lahlali,
2011).

There have been several studies conducted the main features of trans-national channels in
the Arab states which focus on independence and bias. It has been argued that although they claim
being privately owned, completely independent and free from government control, these channels
are acting as political tools. Arabic trans-border media allied with specific agendas and ideologies
either directly or indirectly, which rooted in regional conflicts (Fandy, 2007). In addition, there are
not many opportunities to criticise governments or other neighbouring countries that have a similar
foreign policy on a particular national sensitivity and international issue (Mellor, 2011).

The study explores the credibility of news in Saudi Arabia and the increase of online

discussion forums which established in the 1990s to online newspapers and social media. The
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author employs qualitative methods such as interviews, focus groups and combines with a
quantitative survey. The results indicated that Saudi Arabia news offering limited viewpoints, but
the Saudi government has been less able to regulate online (Alotaibi, 2017).

In the following | will highlight specifically on the two prominent Arabic online news

outlets of AJ and BBCA and the reasons for choosing the two outlets for this study.

1.11.1 BBC Arabic

British Broadcasting Corporation, notably known as BBC, was founded in October 1922. BBC
also popular among the world's most outstanding media corporation that has broadcast information
services via television, radio, and the internet locally and globally. Besides, a number of BBC's
audience accounted for about 180 million people per week. In the UK, the operating of BBC
involves nine television local stations and 11 international television channels, namely BBC
America, BBC Knowledge, BBC World and BBC Arabic which still considered the only news
provider in some regions of the world (Hypergene, 2005).

BBC News Arabic (BBC Arabic) previously known as BBC Arabic Television was
launched on March 11th, 2008 based in London, United Kingdom (BBC, 2012). BBC Arabic is
the first BBC's non-English TV station was launched in 2008, based in London which has a free
to air and 24 hours television channel. It airs news in 33 languages to most parts of the world,
making BBC World Service among the leading global news broadcasters (Cheesman & Nohl,
2011).

BBC Arabic covers political, social, and cultural issues and bringing neutral, balanced and
accurate news to its target audiences in the Middle East, including North Africa and Western Asia,

which links to its website bbc.co.uk/Arabic (BBCA, 2019). The origins of BBC Arabic created to
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broadcast British views to the Arab world in 1936 (ibid.). In the years leading up to 1938, BBC
Literary Arabic service was established, and during that time the BBC was insistent that its
established news standards are not compromised to broadcast Arabic language British propaganda
(ibid.). After the British Broadcasting Corporation was founded in 1938, the BBC began to
broadcast in Literary Arabic, and it is considered among one of the oldest and longest-running
foreign language news services (BBC, 2012).

There are many prominent staffs who were responsible in launching BBCA online news
service in 1998; among them is Mustafa Kadhum. He was appointed as Senior Online Editor in
monitoring BBCA journalists based in headquarters, London, and Cairo. Kadhum closely
collaborates with Mohamed Yehia, the Head of Multimedia Output who has assigned of managing
the news portal (Khadum, 2018). Another important person is Samir Farah®, who entered BBCA
since 1996 and has produced many ground-breaking documentaries of the MENA region (BBC,
2016).

Moreover, Erfan Arab who also a member of BBCA got the accountability of writing and
presenting news of the Arab current affairs since 2006. He is working closely with Edgard Jalal
and Tony el-Khoury who joined the news institution in 2007 (Khadum, 2018). Besides, Ahmad
Elkady who hold the post of both Senior Broadcast Journalist and the Senior News Producer, had
gained many experiences while working with Aljazeera in 2000 — 2007, before joining BBCA
(ibid.). As the Lead Editor of BBCA, Faris Couri was asissted by many news editors including
Bassam Andari the Senior News Editor since March 2010 and also Akram Shaban Abdou the

Assistant Editor (Couri, 2013).

6 He was notable with his program ‘Nugtat Hewar’ (Point of Discussion) and later in 2016 was appointed as a Head
of BBCA, after taking several crucial tasks during the Arab Spring.
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The UK government has established BBC Arabic to be competitive of the pan-Arabic
Aljazeera channel. As the British Foreign Office funds BBC Arabic, there is still a claim by many
Arab critics that fear of this professional media outlet tends to be politically biased, although BBC
World Service is continued to discharge the accusation of being mouthpiece under Britain's
government (Jarrah, 2008).

Generally, the BBC is very well-known in maintaining strict and clear standards of
implementation to ensure objectivity and integrity in a news report (Harrison, 2010). As a leading
news provider, BBC Arabic television attempted to interact differently with topics that being
avoided by most Arab networks, for instance, the topics of democracy, social change, and minority
rights. Despite some considerable criticisms of lacking impartiality and neutrality in numerous
sporadic events, BBC Arabic channel highly maintain as a vital source of information of the Arab
Spring revolutions (Hill and Alshaer, 2010)

BBC General News service provided the domestic version of news stories. The process of
news stories is gone through several stages, beginning with the raw data collection. The initial
process involves the considerable mass of raw translation of these news sources to be refined.
Following the routine, translator in this service need to listen to the broadcast, and while recording
them, then they make a summary of these news stories by typing it into the computer. Later, these
broadcasts are prioritised and translated following the guidance of the editorial policy. The
translated materials then will be edited and sent to the newsroom that involved further processing
and reframing namely ‘productive news processing’ (Podkalicka, 2011). The most important of
this concern the dilemma of providing impartial news, at the same time as promoting British

diplomatic goals and strategic interests in the Greater Middle East (Baumann and el Issawi, 2010).
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Saeed (2007) developed an argument by provides an overview on the representation of
ethnic minorities in the British press and making an argument on the treatment of British Muslims,
and Islam follows these themes of 'deviance’ and 'un-Britishness’. In the study, he examines the
representation of Islam and Muslims in the British press and suggests that British Muslims are
portrayed as an ‘alien other’ within the media.

BBC Arabic service has been a subject of many scholarly investigations. However, 1.Ayish
(2006) argued that BBC wide popularity in the Arab world compared to other international
broadcasters in Arabic has never been addressed. Thus, he provides a comprehensive explanation
of BBC popularity and its implications for mass communication in the Arab world.

In short, BBCA has been chosen for this study due to the high reputation of the outlets not
only among the Arab audiences but also among the international audiences. BBCA which has a
long history of more than 80 years providing news and information to the Arab people are strongly
present in the Arab media landscape. BBCA reports many issues on Arab women in general and
provide various news coverage on women in Saudi Arabia through its international news teams of
journalist and correspondents. Thus, these are the reasons of investigating the way the outlet has

represented SW in the online news reports.

1.11.2 Al-Jazirah

Al-Jazirah is an Arabic newspaper as well as online news available at http://www.al-jazirah.com.
It is a Saudi daily newspaper in a broadsheet format consists of 48 pages. AJ has more than 30
national and international branches and its total circulation is around 123,097 (January-June 2013).
Al-Jazirah is privately owned and established in 1960 by Abdullah bin Muhammad bin Khamis

which based in Riyadh. It is now managed by Al-Jazirah Corporation for Press, Printing and
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Publishing. The current editorial board of Al-Jazirah is owned by Mutlag bin Abdullah Al-Mutlaq
who is the chairman of the board, followed by the general manager, Abdul Latif bin Saad Al-Ateeq
and Khalid bin Hamed Al-Malik as the editor in chief. While the deputy chief editors are Abdul
Aziz bin Muhammad Al-Mansur, Fahad Abdullah Al-Ajlaan and Abdul Al-Wahab Al-Qahtani.
Other editorial managers of Al-Jazirah namely, Jasir bin Abdul Aziz Al-Jasir, Ibrahim Abd-ur-
Rahman Al-Turki, Muhammad Saleh Al-Abdi and Mansur Uthman Al-Zahrani (AJ, 2020).

Despite being privately owned, AJ is subjected to the Saudi Press Law and its operation is
monitored by the Saudi Ministry of Information, the highest authority in the country which provide
a license to media institution to operate in Saudi. The controversy about AJ occurred in September
2008 when AJ's reporter, Fahd al-Jukhaidib was sentenced to two months in prison and had 50
lashes due to inciting the public to protest against a series of electric power disruption in the
northern part of Saudi Arabia (CPR, 2012).

Al-Jazirah is among primary papers in Saudi Arabia and one of the leading, as well as the
most notable Arabic daily news. It has branches in more than 30 cities inside and outside the
Kingdom. AJ publishes reports and interviews on national Arab and international issues. AJ is a
broadsheet newspaper published daily, and its daily news contents cover the economy, sports,
culture, computers, medicine, and science, it also carries cartoons (The Arab Press Network, 2012).

AJ is broadly circulated all over Saudi Arabia, and its circulation has doubled,
approximately 110,000 in past ten years and also available outside the Kingdom in other Arab and
European countries (AJ, 2019). AJ was the first Saudi based paper to launch a website (news
portal) in 1996, and its advertising and subscription orders from government offices, companies,
and individuals have increased dramatically (ibid.). The number of visitors to the site has increased

to more than three million in less than three years (BBC monitoring, 2018).
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AJ also considered as one of four leading daily Saudi newspapers together with Al-Watan,
Al-Riyadh and Al-Madina (Anti-Defamation League, 2012). AJ was awarded the best print prize
in Asia, in Manila in 2007 by IFRA and Saudi Ministry of Communication and Information
Technology has awarded AJ website as the digital excellence in 2007. Besides, the editors of AJ
were invited for the first time by the World Association of Newspapers in 2007 conference held
in South Africa (Moussa Ahmad, 2013).

Saudi newspaper has launched the Gulf Kingdom’s first online women’s daily covering
women achievements in Saudi Arabia and their latest developments and other topics addressed on
women issues in 2011 (AJ, 2018). Al-Jazirah newspaper said that ‘Awjonline’, the first online
women would be launched during a women cosmetic’s exhibition opening in Abu Dhabi (AJ,
2010). While Mutlag bin Abdullah, the chairman of Al-Jazirah said that “Awjonline will be Saudi
Arabia’s first online newspaper exclusively to be dedicated to women, and it is also considered to
be the first newspaper exclusively deal with women in the Arab world as we inspired the idea of
this paper from the spectacular achievements made by Saudi women in the recent period”
(Emirates 7/24, Sept. 2011).

There are a lot of technological innovations in AJ aims to provide advanced technological
platforms to its readers. AJ is the first Saudi daily launching online websites formed in 1996 and
the first daily paper in the Middle East launched a mobile phone application which had more than
50,000 users in 2013 (AJ, 2019). Besides, AJ is also innovative in launching first online women's
daily covering female achievements in Saudi Arabia, the latest developments and other topics
related to women (WAN IFRA, 2013).

In a comprehensive study, Alawadh (2014) employs CDA to explore the evolution of Saudi

print media discourse on the US between September 11th, 2001 and December 30th, 2013. In
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particular, the study investigates the way ideological stances attitudes toward the US during the
period manifested in the discourse of Saudi authors in Al-Jazirah and Asharg Alawsat and how
changes in the ideological stances realised discursively. Thus, the study adopts van Dijk's
sociocognitive approach to CDA. The study follows a two-dimensional approach to identify the
textual features of the text in one dimension and draws links between all these features, as well as
its wider historical, socio-cultural, and political contexts in the other dimension.

To sum up, AJ is one of the main news outlets in Saudi Arabia. The outlet begins as a
newspaper publisher before utilising the information technology to create a wider platform for its
audience to interact with the news content. AJ proudly claimed as the first Saudi newspaper to go
online and among the first to provide instant news update directly to the readers’ smartphone,
which make the outlet the preferred choice among the readers not only in Saudi Arabia but in also
in the Arab world. Hence, the study choses to examine the outlet’s representation of SW due to
the high reputation of the news outlet as well as the outlet perfectly suit to represent the local Saudi

news outlets which carries the voice of Saudis.

1.12 Literature Gaps

Along the review process, some important gaps have been identified in order to support the need
for topic understudied. The gaps are worth mentioning as it highly shows the researcher's
contribution to the knowledge of the topic being studied. According to the previous studies, much
work has been carried out in highlighting on women in media which mainly concerned with
Muslim women including Arab women and non-Arab Muslim women such as Muslim women
from Iran, Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, Nigeria, Malaysia, Indonesia, and many more majority

Muslim countries outside the Arab region. There is not much work has been done on Saudi women

59



in particular, even though women in Saudi Arabia are mostly present and practise Islamic law and
often being stereotyped by the western media. Therefore, the purpose of the present study is mainly
to highlight Saudi women and its representation in Arabic online news of the BBC Arabic and Al-
Jazirah.

Being different with other studies which mainly focuses on research data in English, the
data in this research on the hand is in Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) language which was
compiled from the worldwide source of internet. The data of this study comes from Arabic online
news of BBC Arabic and Al-Jazirah, which respectively present a different view of Arab and
Western discourses. Although their target audience is the same which focusing on Middle Eastern
and North Africa region, their agenda is different. Due to the fact, it can be said that there are no
accurate studies about Saudi women in particular, especially in Arabic online news. By accurate |
mean, there are no detailed studies used data in the Arabic language, which makes this research is
significantly exclusive.

Review of the literature presented in the previous section has shown that so far studies in
the representation of Saudi women in media are always portrayed in the backwards sides rather
than constructive ways. Although some studies have tried to investigate the representation on the
positive sides, their works are only limited to the Muslim women in general. While, several studies
by scholars and researchers such as Naomi Sakr (2004), Amel al-Arigi (2009), Salam Al-Mahadin
(2011), Maurice Odine (2013) and Bandar Al-Hejin (2014) carried out limited studies of the Arab
Muslim women, but their studies were not conclusive enough. Thus, the purpose of this present
study is to highlight and want to consider about Saudi women in BBC Arabic and Al-Jazirah from

2010 to 2014.
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The representation of Saudi women in media is the main consideration of this study,
particularly in BBC Arabic and Al-Jazirah. However, the studies that focused mainly on Saudi
women are still limited and need to reinforce in more details and precisely. Therefore, there is a
need to focus on Saudi women as they may represent the conservative image of Arab and Muslim
women which mostly be subject to most of the stereotype pictures of Western media.

Moreover, Saudi women, in particular, has been the subject of less attention in media,
despite their significant representation, are far more gone through development unlike other
stereotyping. The purpose of this study is to analyse the representation of Saudi Women in
discourses of two Arabic online news, namely BBC Arabic and Al-Jazirah and to explore the
combination methods of CDA and CL, respectively.

In addition, in this current study, highly being structured and planned according to the
appropriate time frame of the news articles data. The researcher is very explicit in choosing the
period of 2010 until 2014, which within the last five years period under King Abdullah reign
starting from 2005 to 2014. The period shows a lot of significant events, and changes happened
such as Saudi women can vote for the first time in the municipal election, being participated in
Majlis Syura (the highest legislation) in Saudi Arabia, being participation for the first time in the
Olympic games, the protest of driving ban, as well as other issues surrounding on married and
employment.

Despite the combination of quantitative and qualitative approaches, most studies do not
provide precise quantifications of their qualitative findings. Thus, this study attempts to address
the representation of Saudi women by employing both qualitative and quantitative methods of
Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) and Corpus Linguistics (CL). This good combination is hoped

to address the topic of Saudi women as the main concern as CDA purposely being applied to
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analyse the data by adapting the analytical model of Theo van Leeuwen (1993) and Fairclough
(1992) frameworks in order to investigate the representation of Saudi women presented in BBCA
and AJ, and to identify the ideologies lying behind this representation. Moreover, the theoretical
framework for this study is construct on the ideas of Judith Butler’s Feminist’s theory and CDA
theory. While the application of CL can reveal the pattern of the data under investigation by using
the specific Corpus software namely AntConc developed by Laurence Anthony. It is highly
important to mention that there are minimal studies applied both methods and used the specific
Corpus software to analyse Arabic text, in particular, which making this research is extremely
special and more challenging compared to others.

Therefore, as far as | have concerned, the literature topic covered the lack covering of
media on women issues and representations, also the issue of women inequality in media.
Although there are many studies on women in media, the percentage of media stressed on women
issues and representations is still low. It can be seen in the case study, survey, investigation,
observation, and report done by the researchers, scholars and organisations in this chapter.

Overall, the current study hopes to address these gaps by implementing corpus-based
procedures and analyses that are replicable, exhaustive, and where possible quantifiable, as will

be explained in more details in the following chapter.
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CHAPTER TWO

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK AND RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

2.1 Introduction

This second chapter presents the theoretical framework and the methods utilised in this study to
answer the research questions. The theoretical framework is based on two approaches: The
Feminist Theory (FT) of Judith Butler (1990, 1993) and the Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) of
Fairclough (1989, 1992, 1995, 2005). The combination of these two theoretical approaches
facilitates a better theoretical understanding of nature, concept, significance, limitation, and
potential consequences of discursive representation of SW in the modern standard Arabic online
news discourse. FT theory or CDA alone will not provide a comprehensive theoretical
understanding of the investigated discourse. Thus, the combination of FT and CDA offers a lot of
advantages which will be highlighted in the present chapter. Following discussion of the
theoretical framework, | will elaborate on the research methodology used in this research. The
main approach of this study is a qualitative study that utilises the Critical Discourse Analysis
framework inspired by van Leeuwen’s socio-semantic social actors’ analysis (1993, 1996) and
Fairclough’s dimension of social practices (1999, 2003). However, to ensure more accurate results
and to mitigate against the danger of researcher bias and the ‘cherry-picking' of certain discourse
elements and structures, corpus techniques have also been deployed to provide statistical insights

into the investigated discourse.
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2.2 Theoretical Framework
My theoretical framework is a combination of two Critical theories, namely: Feminist Theory (FT)
and Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA). Thus, my explanation of the theoretical framework is
separated into two major sections. The first section focuses on the Feminist Theory (FT) proposed
by Judith Butler (1990), and the second section explains Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)
particularly the textual-oriented CDA of Norman Fairclough (1999). My discussion of FT begins
with a short introduction of feminism and of feminist movements, then is followed by a brief
explanation of Butler's ideas in FT.

In the second part of my discussion of the theoretical framework, I highlight the pillars of
CDA with special attention given to Fairclough's version of CDA. Like many feminist theories,
CDA gives much attention to the issue of gender bias. Hence, Fairclough and many other CDA
scholars such as van Dijk, Chailorque and Wodak have conducted many studies that critically
examine discourses of unequal treatment of gender. However, FT and CDA have their own
epistemological stances which make them differ in their aims and understanding. The combination
of both FT and CDA by focusing on their strength can be beneficial for my study. Thus, the concept
of Feminist Critical Discourse Analysis (FCDA) proposed by Lazar (2007) can become the bridge
to link between the two theorists. Relevance to my study, FT provides the research with the ground
theories of understanding women and their sufferings from oppression. CDA, on the other hand,

provides practical and systematic analytical tools to investigate the discourses of gender injustice.

2.3 Feminist Theory
Feminism, in a broad sense, refers to a movement to establish equality of genders. Feminism not

only involves social movements but also extends to the political, economic, and ideological
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movements. Hence, Feminism movements aim to define the equality of sexes in term of politic,
economic, personal, and social systems. Feminism constructs its campaign based on the stance that
the male perspective dominates the societies point of view; women are thus marginalised and
treated unjustly (Gamble, 2006). Therefore, feminists actively fight against gender stereotypes and
demand for equal rights between genders including the right to vote, equal pay, own property,
work and hold essential jobs, receive education, equal rights in marriage and much more. These
campaigns against gender bias have resulted in social change, particularly in Western societies in
which women have been granted better social position compared to the past.

The fight for women’s rights to be equal to those of men has resulted in the emergence of
Feminist Theory (FT). This theory aims to provide a theoretical concept of gender inequality
(Chodorow, 1989). FT explores the issue of gender inequality by critically examining women's
roles in their society and their life experiences. As a result, FT has developed various concepts and
ideas in many disciplines of knowledge in order to tackle the issue pertaining sexes which include
discrimination against women, stereotyping, sexual objectification, oppression and patriarchy
(Lazar, 2005).

FT, as well as feminism, has developed rapidly over the past decades in term of their ideas,
understanding and direction of the campaign. FT, in particular, has a significant influence in many
knowledge fields including sociology, communication, anthropology, politics, economics, media
studies literary criticism and art history. FT also has produced many influential philosophers and
scholars which contribute their ideas in understanding the issue of women injustice. Relevant to
my study is the theory proposed by Judith Butler, an American philosopher and gender theorist.
Butler is well-known for her great influence in the field of political and philosophical studies,

ethics, feminist and queer theory, and literary-critical research (Sharp, 2009).
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My discussion of Butler’s concepts and ideas around FT is based on two publications:
‘Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity (1990) and secondly ‘Bodies That
Matter: On the Discursive Limit of Sex (1993). It is worth noting that Butler’s version of FT is
influenced by other philosophers: the ideas of Foucault through his concept of ‘power’ and body,
secondly the idea of ideology and the concept of interpellation introduced by Althusser and thirdly
the concept of hegemony suggested by Gramsci (Goldstein and Natoli, 2005).

To begin with, Butler rejects the humanist approaches in dealing with issues related to
women. According to her, the humanist believes that the subject asserts and maintains its
individual autonomy (ibid). In contrast, Butler builds her ideas by adopting the post-structuralist
approach, particularly Althusser, which firmly believes that ideology interpellates. Hence,
discourses of power or knowledge discipline the subject (Butler, 1990, p 46). The process of
interpellation according to Althusser in simple words means the constitutive process where the
individual acknowledges and responds to the ideology, thus recognizing him as subject to the
ideology. In this concept human subject is constructed by pre-given structures and by being named
as a member of certain group, the individual is led to see himself as an ideological subject. Relevant
to the present study, this concept of interpellation suggests the ideological function of media texts.
Thus, the readers are constituted by the media texts, and the power of media resides in their ability
to position the subject in such a way that their representation in the mass media are taken to be
reflections of reality. In other words, the mass media has a powerful ideological influence on the
readers to accept the representation of social actor as it is really happening in daily life.

The influence of post-structuralism on Butler’s ideas can furthermore be found as she
accepts the notion that the hegemonic ideologies constitute fissured subjects. In addition, the

heterosexual norms are constituted by the control power in the process of gender social
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construction (ibid., p 47). Butler's idea of hegemonic ideologies and its relation to the subject in
the construction of gender is heavily influenced by the concept of hegemony introduced by
Gramsci.

Benefiting from the post-structuralist ideas particularly Foucault with his notion of power
and knowledge, and Althusser with his concept of ideology interpellation, Butler proposes her own
understanding of the subject. Butler not only criticises the humanist assumption of the subject, but
she also goes against the belief of traditional feminists which view men and women are two
biologically different groups (Butler, 1993, p 146-149). Traditional feminists firmly believe that
men and women are two groups which distinctively differ in term of their own experiences,
interests and social organisations. Butler proposes a new idea which assumes that gender is a
performance imposed by cultural rules and norms. Thus, the distinctive differences between men
and women is not a matter of biological or nature prescription but is constructed by the social
norms and rules.

With regards to the influence of Gramsci's ideas of Butler's theory, we can find that Butler
firmly preserves the idea of the resistance of the cultural norms in constructing gender identities
(Ibid, p 163-171). This idea is derived from Butler's critical understanding of Gramsci's notion of
hegemony. Hegemony in very basic idea means the dominance of one group over another and it
has been done through the support of legitimatise norms and ideas. More specifically on the
Gramsci’s hegemony, he proposes the idea of cultural domination by the ruling class (Philips and
Jorgenson, 2002). This process is being done by imposing the ruling class view on the society and
manipulates their beliefs, perceptions, and values of society. As a result, the dominant view of

ruling class becomes the accepted cultural norms. However, Butler slightly differs from Gramsci's
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original ideas as she believes that the heterosexual norms imposed by social or institutional
practices preclude the political liberation sought by the oppositional theorists (Butler, 1993, p 171).
As many post-structuralists theorists have heavily influenced Butler’s version of FT, it is
essential to expand my discussion in this section to briefly highlight the fundamental ideas of post-
structuralists which helped Butler construct her ideas. Hence, my discussion will move to focus on
the notions of power and knowledge introduced by Foucault (1975) and Althusser’s concept of
ideology interpellation (1983). Compared to other post-structuralists, Foucault's works have
received greater attention by many highly influential feminist theorists (Goldstein & Natoli, 2005).
The main factor which attracts feminist theorists to utilise Foucault's ideas is his view of the body.
Body in Foucault’s understanding is treated as a cultural and historical specific identity
(Foucault, 1984). Foucault's ideas on the notion of the body differ from other post-structuralist
theorists (Torfing, 1999). Derrida, for instance, assumes that the body is a metaphorization which
relate to a much comprehensive general philosophical problem of difference (ibid). Moreover,
Foucault's notion of body is regarded as the core which enlightens feminist understandings of the
oppression of women. At least two of many Foucault's works are essential to feminism. First,
‘Discipline and Punish’ (1975) and secondly, ‘The History of Sex’ (1976). These are the two books
in which Foucault elaborates his theory of power and its relation to the body. Butler’s FT then
utilises this theory of power and body proposed by Foucault to examine various aspects of women's
oppression critically.
Moreover, Foucault rejects the idea that sexuality is a natural quality of the body. In
contrast, Foucault proposes an idea that understands sexuality as an effect of historically specific
power relations (Foucault, 1976). Again, this theory of Foucault enlightens feminism with a

theoretical framework to critically investigate how women's experiences are impoverished and
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controlled within specific culturally determined images of feminine sexuality (McNay, 1992, p 8-
9). Another important concept of body proposed by Foucault, which is essential to feminist is his
idea which emphasises that body is produced through power (Foucault, 1975). Within this idea,
Foucault views the body as a cultural entity rather than a natural or biological entity. This idea has
contributed significantly to many feminists works which heavily criticise social injustice and
gender bias.

Even though Foucault's works have provided a useful theoretical framework, feminists are
aware of the critical limitations of Foucault's theory, particularly in changing Foucault’s ideas into
practical analytical tools. Hence, the main challenge faced by feminists in dealing with Foucault's
theory is the difficulties of implementing the philosophical ideas of Foucault to be in line with the
feminist theory which is based on the demand of an emancipatory politics (McNay, 1992, p 10).
Foucault’s emphasis on the effects of power upon the body has led him to believe that power can
become a tool in the reduction of a social actor to passive bodies. However, Foucault fails to
provide an adequate explanation of how an individual may act autonomously in the resistance of
power (Jackson & Jones, 1998). Moreover, feminist theorists are concerned with the lack of a
rounded theory of subjectivity in Foucault's ideas. This has resulted in a conflict with the essential
goal of feminist works which aim to rediscover and re-evaluate the experience of women (McNay,
1992).

Moving now to Louis Althusser’s ‘theory of ideology’ (1971), many feminist theories
have benefited from Althusser's critical ideas, including Hennessy, Elizabeth Grosz as well as
Judith Butler (Jackson and Jones, 1998; Lazar, 2014; Sharp, 2009). Butler (1997), for instance, has
found the importance of Althusser's ideas in thinking about the subject formation and the various

ways in which ideology interpellates individuals as the subject. Butler elaborates Althusser's ideas
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on the notion of ideology inspired from his book "Ideology and Ideological State Apparatuses”
(1971). Subject formation in her understanding is the process which happens through the use of
language (Butler, 1997). This idea seems to translate many of Althusser's ideas of the materiality
of ideology and its existence in institutions and practices through its various indices of effectivity
(Sharp, 2009). Relevance to my study is the concept of subject position give the insights to
understand the process when individual use language to negotiate positions for himself. Within
this concept, discourse can provide us conceptual repertoires which we can represent ourselves
and others. Thus, in my study, online news discourse can offer us with the conceptual ideas which
the social actor (Saudi Women) can be represented in the investigated discourse.

Ideology, according to Althusser, is a system of representations that masks our true
relations to another in society by constructing imaginary relations between people and their social
formation (Althusser, 1971). Moreover, interpellation is defined as the process through which
language builds a social position for the individual and transforms her to become an ideological
subject (ibid.). This definition of ideology and interpellation is derived from the Marxist structural
thinking, which closely associates subject with ideology.

Althusser emphasises that ideology is a distorted recognition of real social relations which
is controlled by ideology. In addition, there is no chance of resistance to these processes of social
relations because we always accept the subject positions allocated to us, hence making us subject
to ideology (Ibid). Althusser assumes that individuals are placed into a particular subject position
by an ideology. This ideology has been developed by superstructural social institutions like the
education system, the mass media, and the family (ibid.). Althusser highlights the importance of
language in his idea of ideology and interpellation. Hence, he emphasises that individuals are

placed in certain positions by particular ways of talking. For instance, if a child calls a man ‘doctor’
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and the adult responds, then the man has become interpellated with a particular identity and certain
expectation which is generally associated with a ‘doctor' and his professional attitudes. In this
regard, influenced by Althusser's concept of interpellation, Foucault has provided a starting point
of understanding the subject for discourse analysis. He asserts that subjects are created in
discourses and are decentred (Foucault, 1972, p 55).

To sum up, the researcher finds the ideas of ideology and interpellation proposes by
Althusser, the theory of power and body introduces by Foucault and Gramsci’s hegemony as being
brought forward by feminist theorist Judith Butler are relevant to the current research topic. These
ideas can become useful insights in providing theoretical understanding pertaining to the
representation of SW in the online news discourses. The concept of interpellation for instance
gives insights on how ideology functions in media texts. Therefore, the readers are constituted by
the media texts, and the mass media has a powerful ideological influence on the readers to accept
the representation of social actor as it is really happening in daily life.

The concept of subject position on the other hand, help the present study to understand the
process when individual use language to negotiate positions for himself as discourse can provide
us conceptual repertoires which we can represent ourselves and others. Thus, indicates the use of
language and linguistics features to represent social actors in discourse. Last but not least, the
Gramsci's notion of hegemony which build on the idea of the dominance of one group over another
provides a critical understanding of how the more powerful institution in societies particularly by
controlling the mass media has been able to impose their view on the society. As a result, the

dominant view has become the accepted cultural norms and uncontested.
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2.4 Critical Discourse Analysis

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) is a type of discourse analytical research that studies the ways
that social power abuse, dominance, and inequality are enacted, reproduced, and resisted by text
and talk in social context inequality (van Dijk, 2006). The approach of CDA received huge
attention among researchers and scholars in linguistics and language studies, as well as other social
science disciplines (Philips and Jorgenson, 2002).

CDA is not so much a direction, school, or specialisation next to the many other
‘approaches' in discourse studies. Instead, it aims to offer a different 'perspective' of theorising,
analysis, and application throughout the whole field. We may find a more or less critical
perspective in such diverse areas as pragmatics, conversation analysis, narrative analysis, rhetoric,
stylistics, sociolinguistics, ethnography or media analysis among others (van Dijk, 2006). Scholars
identifying with the label CDA seem to be united by the common domains and topics of
investigation, an explicit commitment to social action and the political left-wing.

Among the most prominent individuals involved in the initial construction of CDA are
Norman Fairclough, Ruth Wodak, Teun A. van Dijk, Paul Chilton, Margaret Wetherell, Michael
Billing and Gunther Kress (Blommaert, 2005; Baker, 2012). Each of the scholars comes from a
different background which contributes to different ideologies and thinking. For instance,
Fairclough has a background in systemic-functional linguistic inspired by Halliday, while van Dijk
has expertise in text linguistics and cognitive-linguistic, Wodak in interactional studies and Chilton
in linguistics, semiotics and communication studies (Blommaert, 2005, p 21).

Furthermore, the critical approach used in CDA is distinctive in its view of the relationship
between language and society. Language within CDA understanding is considered as a crucial

element in the process of ideological reproduction. Thus, language in CDA’s point of view is the
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centre of establishing and sustaining social identities and inequalities (Wodak, 2001). It is also a
useful tool to discover the relationship between analysis and the analysed practices (Blommaert,
2005, p 21). Hence, language is considered as a form of social practice and both language practice
and social practice have constituted each other. Moreover, CDA also examines how social power
relations are constructed and established by language. However, the term discourse is used in
social and linguistic research in several different ways. Stubbs for instance, defined discourse in
the traditional way as either 'language above the sentence or above the clause' (1983, p 1).
Similarly, Brown and Yule defined it as 'language in use' (1983). Besides, sometimes the term
discourse is applied to different types of topics, or several languages uses. For example, Chilton
in political discourse (2004), colonial discourse stated by both Williams and Chrisman (1993),
media discourse by Fairclough (1995) and environmental discourse by Hajer (1997).

In short, CDA deals with the relationship between discourse and power. There are some
gaps between the methodological and theoretical CDA approaches. Despite many empirical
studies on discourse and power having been carried out, the details of the multidisciplinary theory
of CDA are still not clear. Besides, there is still a gap between more linguistically oriented studies
of text and talk and various approaches in the social research, which derive from different aims of
each study. Integration of various approaches is significant to achieve a satisfactory form of
multidisciplinary approaches of CDA.

In the following section, I will highlight on Fairclough’s view of the discourse. Fairclough
views discourse as not only involve a certain ways of language use, but it is also constructing the
representation of social entities and relations (Fairclough, 1992). Hence, different discourses
constitute social entities in different ways and position social actor in different ways as social

subjects (ibid.). There are three aspects of the constructive effects of discourse, namely 'identity’,

73



‘relational’ and ‘ideational’. (Fairclough, 1992, p 64). In the first aspect of identity, Fairclough
stresses that discourse is a critical element in constructing 'social identities' and 'subject positions'
as well as positioning social actors in a certain way. In the second aspect of relational, Fairclough
suggests that discourse significantly contributes to the process of constructing social relationships
among people. While in the final aspect of ideational, discourse actively contributes to developing
a system of knowledge and belief. Thus, it is noticed that Fairclough’s understanding of discourse's
effect can be linked to Foucault’s theory of discourse (1972) as well as Althusser’s ideas of
ideology and the concept of interpellation.

These ideas not only received good feedbacks from the CDA’s scholars, but also welcome
by many linguists. Halliday's concept of Functional Grammar (1994) for instance, supports these
ideas of Althusser, Foucault, and Fairclough. Relevant to this, Halliday understands discourse as
stretches of spoken or written language. Hence, discourse can reproduce, sustain, threaten or
overturn hegemonic notions of identity, social relations or systems of ideology and belief (ibid.)
Also, Halliday assumes that discourse can provide some “physical impact on the social world”
(Halliday 1978, 1994). The analysis of discourse can help us uncover the evidence of a struggle
between competing social actors and their different ways of viewing the world. Foucault has
previously advocated the same idea as he asserts that discourse "is not simply that which translates
struggles or system of domination, but it is the thing for which and by which there is a struggle,
discourse is the power which is to be seized" (Foucault, 1984: p 10). Fairclough furthermore
emphasises the same idea in his book 'Discourse and Social Change' by saying discourse "is not
the only site of power struggle, but also a stake in a power struggle” (Fairclough, 1992, p 67).

Thus, it can be concluded that critical discourse analysis is not limited to a simple lexico-

grammatical description; rather, it is a more comprehensive analysis of a key tool in the
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reproduction of the broader social world. This analysis can be done by critically examines the
political speeches, policy papers and news articles which are widely produced and circulated in
the society. These texts are set to achieve the hegemony of a particular point of view and aim to
initiate change within other non-discursive aspects of social practice. Hence, critical discourse
researchers can describe how hegemonic practices are being achieved through discourses, and they
may contribute to the dissolution of hegemonic practices by producing texts by themselves (Rear,
2013, p 15).

Lazar (2007) has initiated an intellectual movement to bridge feminist studies with CDA
by proposing 'Feminist Critical Discourse Analysis' (FCDA). This kind of critical study of unequal
social order which has been the centre of attention for many years by both feminist and CDA
scholars has become more pertinent in the present time. With the wave of globalisation and the
internet revolution, the issues of gender, ideology and power have become more complex and
challenging. The main goal of FCDA is to promote rich and nuanced understanding of discourses
of social hierarchies of gender which reflect the complex relation between power and ideology.
FCDA, according to Lazar (2007, p 142) utilises interdisciplinary approaches. It brings forward
the centre attention of CDA, which highlights the usefulness of discourse studies in critically
examining issues that are the concern of feminists. At the same time, FCDA provides a feminist
perspective to critical discourse studies.

In short, FCDA is a branch of CDA. It is a CDA version proposed by Fairclough (1999,
2003) combined with a feminist approach. Many studies have found that CDA offers useful tools
to analyse text at the macro-level, including feminist studies (Lazar, 2007). Based on Foucault's
idea that discourse is a process of meaning-making, Fairclough defines discourse as “ways of

representing aspects of the world - the processes, relations and structures of the material world,
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the mental world of thoughts, beliefs and so forth, and the social world” (Fairclough, 2003, p
128-129).

The primary concern of CDA, according to Fairclough, is to critically investigate how
specific patterns of language usage construct and shape our understanding of social phenomena.
Inspired by this fundamental stance of CDA, FCDA launches its study on the way gender is
represented in texts. This study is based on the assumption that texts are produced within a
patriarchal context. Thus, Lazar emphasises that the essential attention of FCDA in its studies is
to critique ‘discourses which sustain a patriarchal social order: that is, relations of power that
systematically privilege men as a social group and disadvantage, exclude and disempower women

as a social group’ (Lazar, 2005, p 5). Of relevance to my study, the FCDA framework is useful

to critically examine the representation of SW in the modern standard Arabic online news
discourse. My aim is to uncover a patriarchal social order which highlights the domination of men
over women and reveals how women have been treated unjustly in their society. My study is
concerned with the social and political condition in Saudi Arabia, which not only facilitates this

patriarchal social order but also sustains it.

2.5 Analytical Framework

My analytical framework draws on the combination of two practical analytical tools within the
tradition of CDA. The main reason for using the combination between two analytical tools is to
provide a better and more complete discourse analytical tools which link between micro-level of
discourse analysis with the macro-level. The first analytical tool is based on the van Leeuwen
(1993, 1996) socio-semantic meaning analysis framework and it is used to investigate the

representation of SW in the corpus data. Van Leeuwen's socio semantic analysis tools provide
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comprehensive semantic rubrics which are very useful to unfold the representation of SW in the
investigated discourse at the micro-level. The second analytical tool is inspired by Fairclough's
(1999, 2003) three-dimensional textual oriented discourse analysis. Fairclough's analytical tools
particularly his third analytical dimension, which concentrates on the social dimension is an
excellent instrument to critically examine the social context of SW representation in the discourse.
Thus, the third dimension of Fairclough's analytical tools links the results of van Leeuwen's socio-
semantic of social actor's representation at the micro-level with the macro-level of social practices.
Both van Leeuwen's socio-semantic analytical tool and Fairclough's critical analysis of social

dimension complement each other to provide a micro to the macro level of discourse analysis.

2.6 Van Leeuwen’s Socio-Semantic Analytical Rubrics
Van Leeuwen provides a methodological tool to analyse social actors. He lists 24 elements for re-
contextualisation of the social actors which have been represented in discourse (van Leeuwen,
1993). His social actors’ analysis is based on a socio-semantic inventory. By using this inventory,
social actors can be represented in sociological criticism which aims to determine who has been
nominated for representation (Elyas et al., 2020). Many studies under the umbrella of CDA (for
example, Kabgani, 2013, Elyas et al., 2019, Elyas et al., 2020, Adam, 2012, Alshakhs, 2012) have
utilised van Leeuwen’s analytical tools to critically examine the representation of social actors
presented in both oral and written data particularly within the media discourse to unfold the
ideologies at the back of this representation.

The decision to choose van Leeuwen's analytical framework is not only based on its
reputation; rather, it is based on the benefits offered by the framework. Van Leeuwen provides a

useful tool in categorising the choices made within the discourse based on the socio-semantic
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meaning. As one of the most comprehensive discourse analytical tools under CDA studies, van
Leeuwen’s tools offer a practical step to analyse discourse through the representation of social
actors in texts. Moreover, most of his suggested 24 elements are the suitable criteria for my analysis
of SW representations in the investigated discourse. However, not all van Leeuwen's categories
and sub-categories are to be found in this study as the present study consists of one type of
discourse namely online news texts’.

There are two essential categories of social actors’ representation in van Leeuwen's
framework, namely: exclusion and inclusion. When the social actor has been excluded from the
discourse, it happens either by suppression or backgrounding, which categorised as two sub-
categories of exclusion. Suppression takes place when the social actor is not mentioned in the
investigated text, or the trace of the social actor cannot be found in the text. Suppression is
considered as the powerful means of social actor exclusion in the text. Backgrounding, on the other
hand, is considered as a less dramatic way of exclusion. The trace of social actors can still be found
in the investigated text; however, they may not be named as direct participants of specific
activities, or there are delayed in referring to them in the text. Hence, social actors are separated
from their activities in the text.

The second of van Leeuwen’s basic categories of social actor’s representation is known as
inclusion. It refers to the process when the social actors are represented in the text and fall within

one of his 24 elements. Among these elements are®:

" The detail on categories and sub-categories which apply to the present study will be discussed in detail in Chapter
Four when the study discusses the result analysis in deep.

8 These elements will be given only brief explanation here, and the details together with the examples related to the
investigated data of the present study will be included in Chapter Four and Five. The list taken from van Leeuwen
(1996, p 32-70).
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(1) Activation (representing the social actors as dynamic forces in an activity reported in
the text);

(2) Passivation (representing social actors as “‘undergoing’ the activity or the benefiters);
(3) Nomination (representing the social actors in terms of their unique identity);

(4) Categorisation (representing social actors based on their identity and functions share
with others);

(5) Overdetermination (representing the actors as participating simultaneously in

more than one social practice);

(6) Generalisation (depicting them as classes. it may be done by the plural without a definite
article);

(7) Specification (representing them as specific, identifiable individuals);

(8) Functionalisation (referring to the social actors in terms of their occupation or role);
(9) Differentiation (explicitly differencing an individual social actor or a group of social
actors from a similar actor or group, hence creating the difference between the ‘self” and
the ‘other’);

(10) Indetermination (representing the social actor as specified and anonymous individuals
or groups);

(11) Determination (actors’ identity is, one way or another, specified);

(12) Personalisation (representing human beings as realised by personal or possessive
pronouns, proper names or nouns). All these elements function as the criterion for the
analysis.

13) Individualisation: Social actors referred to as individuals: for example, “The Home

Ministry; Mr Cowell, said...”
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14) Collectivisation is another type of assimilation which does not treat groups of
participants as statistics.
15) Association: Refers to groups formed by social actors and/or groups of social

actors which are never labelled in the text.

2.7 Discourse Textual Oriented (DTO) framework of Norman Fairclough

The framework for textual analysis of CDA can be found in Fairclough’s book namely Discourse
and Social Change (1992). In this book, Fairclough highlights the importance of systematic
analysis of texts, including spoken or written language. Furthermore, he suggested a three-
dimensional framework for text analysis that could be employed to relate communicative events
with broader aspects of social practice.

Even though Fairclough uses linguistics details in text analysis, he still blames linguistic
approaches for limiting their analysis exclusively to linguistic elements of the text, and for working
with a simplistic and superficial understanding of the relationship between text and society. He
insists instead on the necessity for an interdisciplinary perspective that has the capability to
combine textual and social analysis. In Fairclough’s view, textual-linguistic analysis alone is not
sufficient for discourse analysis, because it does not look into the links between texts and society,
and their cultural process and structures (Fairclough, 1992). The understanding of discourse as
both constitutive and constituted is central to Fairclough’s theory. He conceives that the
relationship between discursive practice and social structure is complex and variable across time.

According to Fairclough (2003: p 24), social practice can be analysed by using the
construct of 'order of discourse'. The concept of 'order of discourse' refers to the sum of all genres

and discourses that are in use within a specific social domain or institution such as media, school,
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hospital and judiciary (ibid.). Every communicative event contains three dimensions of text,
discursive practice, and social practice (Fairclough 1995b: p 58-61). These three dimensions
should be analysed according to these three aspects:

1) Text. The analysis of texts should focus on linguistic features such as cohesion,

grammar, lexicalisation, and text structure.

2) Discursive Practice. The analysis looks at the processes related to the production and

consumption of the text, which includes the force of utterances, coherence, intertextuality,

and interdiscursivity.

3) Social Practice. This refers to the institutional circumstances of the discursive event and

the constitutive effects of discourse.

Relevant to the present study is the third dimension of Fairclough’s framework, which looks at
discourse as a social practice. For example, it analyses the ideological effects and hegemonic
processes in which discourse is being analysed. It is from this third dimension that Fairclough
builds his approach to social change (1992a: p 93). Hegemonies change, and the process can be
witnessed in discursive change when the latter is viewed from the side of intertextuality. The way
in which discourse is being represented, re-spoken or re-written sheds light on the emergence of
new orders of discourse, struggles over normativity, attempts at control and resistance against
regimes of power (Fairclough, 1995b: p 57).

According to Fairclough, interdiscursive analysis is a central and distinctive feature of his
version of CDA. Fairclough allows one to incorporate elements of context into the analysis of texts
to show the relationship between concrete occasional events and more durable social practices.
Through interdiscursivity, the analyses can reveal any change and innovation in texts.

Furthermore, interdiscursivity can play a mediating role in connecting detailed linguistic elements
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and semiotic features of texts with the processes of social change on a broader scale. As previously
mentioned, Fairclough provides a detailed textual analysis in addition to a combination of
interdiscursive analysis of texts. For example, Fairclough urges a focus on how different genres,
discourses and event styles are articulated together with linguistic and other forms of semiotic
analysis.

In the book, 'Discourse in Late Modernity' Chouliaraki and Fairclough (1999) elaborate on
how CDA is useful in disclosing the discursive nature of much contemporary social and cultural
change. They made special reference to the language of mass media, which is scrutinised as a site
of power, struggle and as a site where language is often apparently transparent. That is, media
institutions often purport to be neutral, claiming to provide space for public discourse, to reflect
states of affairs without any bias and give the perceptions and arguments of the newsmakers.

By focusing on the third dimension of Fairclough’s analytical framework it does not mean
the present research is neglecting the other two dimensions of Fairclough’s framework. The van
Leeuwen’s socio-semantic analytical tools which also being used in my study provides a detail
analysis of the linguistics features in the news texts. Hence, it covered the first dimension of
Fairclough’s framework which focus on the text. Regarding Fairclough’s second dimension which
focus on the discursive practice, my study opts to focus on the news text production. Thus, the
topic words have been critically examined to determine which social events have been considered
as newsworthy and included in the outlet’s news reports while other has been side-lined. All in all,
the combination between van Leeuwen’s socio semantic analytical framework with Fairclough
three-dimensional framework has provide my research with a comprehensive analytical

framework to examine the representation of SW at both micro and macro-level discourse analysis.
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2.8 Corpus Linguistics

Corpus Linguistics (CL) has become widely used in modern linguistics. A corpus is 'a collection
of sampled texts, written or spoken, in machine-readable form, which may be annotated with
various forms of linguistic information' (McEnery, 2006: p 4). McEnery and Wilson (1996: p 1)
furthermore mentioned that CL is 'the study of language based on examples of real-life language
use'. CL is not a qualitative approach to research since it uses tools of electronically encoded text,
and incorporates a quantitative methodology, for example by using frequency on occurrences of
the particular linguistic event. According to Biber (1998: p 4), corpus-based research depends on
both gquantitative and qualitative techniques. CL may provide with the statistical figure in detail
about certain linguistic features and variants in the texts. However, qualitative functional
interpretation is also an essential step in any corpus-based analysis.

Baker (2006: p 17) describes corpora as large scale, consisting of thousands of words,
which constitute representative samples of a particular type of naturally existing language.
Therefore, corpora can be used as a standard reference against which language can be measured.
Electronic corpora are annotated with additional linguistic information such as part-of-speech
labels for each word. This allows a large scale of grammatical analyses to be carried out. Among
the benefits of corpus studies is that it offers not only an electronic analysis but also a separate
source of evidence for improving descriptions of the discourse structure.

Graeme Kennedy (1998: p 3-5) has highlighted in his book, ‘An Introduction to Corpus
Linguistics’ that corpora have been compiled for various kind of purposes. Compiling the corpus
for different aims can influence the design, size, and nature of the individual Corpus. Some latest
corpora intended for linguistic research have been designed for general descriptive purposes

(ibid.). Therefore, it examined to answer questions at various linguistic levels such as lexis,
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grammar, discourse patterns or pragmatics of the language. Other corpora have been designed for
specific purposes such as discovering which words and meanings of the word that should be
included in a learners’ dictionary. For example, which words or meanings are most frequently used
by workers in the oil industry. Other corpora also used to record differences between uses of a
language in different geographical, social, historical, or work-related contexts. Next, the following

will discuss the combination of the two methods used in this study.

2.9 The combination of Critical Discourse Analysis and Corpus Linguistics

Corpus methodologies have massive potential for use in discourse studies and CDA in particular.
Corpus collects excellent examples of 'real-life’ language use which can be used to support the
researcher’s argument (McEnery & Wilson, 1996: p 1). Furthermore, Corpus analysis software not
only demonstrates the non-obvious linguistic elements in a single text but can also expose
'hiddenthoughts' beyond the researcher's expectation (Partington, 2003: p 7). Meanwhile, Hunston
(2002) observes that Corpus investigation is useful for the critical linguist because the observed
frequent repetitions help the researchers to identify and make explicit descriptions of texts.

Baker and McEnery (2005) agreed that corpora play an essential role in critical social
research, allowing researchers to identify objectively widespread patterns of naturally occurring
language and rare but telling examples, both of which may be overlooked in a small-scale analysis.
McEnery and Wilson (2001) also stated that corpora have the significant potential to be used in
discourse analysis.

There are many similarities between CL and CDA, but there are also several significant
differences. Fairclough (1992: p 28) made his comments on Corpus Linguistics by arguing that

CL focuses too much on the text as a product. However, it sheds too little light on the 'processes
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of producing and interpreting texts'. CL furthermore in Fairclough's view considers 'the effects of
discourse in the social reproduction of existing social relations and structures’ rather than
‘discourse as a domain’ with ‘a dimension of social and cultural change’ (ibid.).

Nearly thirty years, CDA approaches emerged in discourse studies since the first CDA's
scholars meeting in January 1991 in Amsterdam. Critical Discourse Analysis has been widely
discussed from various perspectives. CDA approaches also have been rapidly developed with
contributions from many scholars. Undoubtedly, scholars who criticised for the shortcoming of
CDA also help to develop CDA. Among the key points of the critiques on CDA are related to the
analysed material used in various works which carry CDA's level which may not meet the
requirement of CDA studies.

Critical Discourse Analysis has mostly been blamed for its decontextualisation of the
analysed texts (Breeze, 2011: Rogers et al. 2005). This is to say that CDA does not pay enough
attention to the context relates to production, consumption, distribution, or reproduction of texts.
Furthermore, CDA is accused of ignoring the interactional frame (Rogers et al., 2005). In both
cases, Corpus Linguistics has a vast potential to overcome this issue. Although, CL approach alone
does not overcome the decontextualisation issues, working with a massive volume of data might
balance out the omission of context in the analyses, hence, mitigated the lack contextualisation in
CL studies.

Secondly, CDA has been criticised for the fragmentary character of analyses. Some doubts
arise in relation to the legitimacy of conclusions about ideology in CDA analyses based on
focusing on particular lexical items or certain grammatical features (Breeze, 2011). Corpus

Linguistics once again can offer help in overcoming this lack, through large sample size and its
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sophisticated sampling procedures. Furthermore, CL also enables a more comprehensive and
broader analysis for the description of syntactic and semantic properties of lexical items.

Corpus Linguistics also can tackle the bias issues that are typically attached to CDA. It is
widely observed that this bias is linked to the political commitment of CDA, which leads the
researcher to act on personal interests rather than scholarly principles (Breeze, 2011). Furthermore,
it is claimed that some CDA analyses are conducted in such a way in order to confirm the
researcher’s preconceptions. Thus, CL can force the researcher to search for larger-scale or salient
patterns of language data and not only focus on those that are in line with her or his political and
social ideologies (Baker, 2011: p 24).

By tackling the bias issue of CDA, CL also can address the cherry-picking problem. CDA
tends to choose a set of texts or language data that fit directly either with an interpretative
framework or the presumptions of the researcher, which may skew the results and diminish their
social credibility. Corpus Linguistics offers clear and precise criteria for choosing large quantities
of data that should be analysed and helps to shift away researcher's attention from picking only
what seems to be interesting and potentially might confirm his or her presumptions.

Also, the CL approach may be able to deal with the pivotal role of the researcher's intuition
(Breeze, 2011). CL can offer ample support for the researcher to demonstrate the crucial
significance of his or her interpretive and explanatory skills for the obtained results (ibid).
Furthermore, the involvement of the intuition in the analysis is also lowered by the heuristic
function of the Corpus software which draws the researcher's attention to the phenomena that
should be examined more closely (Mautner, 1995).

Finally, CDA failed to represent the relationship between grammatical resources and social

practices effectively (Rogers et al., 2005: p 386). It is highly advisable not to simply conclude
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thought from languages that there is a very complicated relationship between readers and text.
Furthermore, readers nowadays are more exposed to various kind of discourses, and they are not
necessarily subjecting to a specific particular ideology. In this context, CL can offer empirical
statistical data that may be useful to back the conclusion made from certain language use.
Moreover, by analysing huge language data which show a consistent language pattern, CL can
mitigate the researcher’s bias in examining the complexity of relationship between the readers and
texts.

In the following, | list several studies done by researchers and scholars combining both
Corpus Linguistics and CDA approaches to study various type of discourse:

The initial work combining corpus analysis techniques with Critical Discourse Analysis
dates from the late 1990°s (e.g., Flowerdew 1997; Hardt-Mautner 1995; Krishnamurthy 1996) and
was followed by the seminal work of Baker which he is describing basic Corpus techniques and
illustrating examples on his own research (2006). These techniques are continuously used in a
wide array of research papers in the discussion on the benefits of Corpus techniques (e.g., Baker
et al., 2008; Degano, 2007; Subtirelu, 2013).

Hardt-Mautner (1995, p 24) is perhaps the first scholar to advocate using Corpus linguistics
techniques to carry out Critical Discourse Analysis. She argues that, for example, ‘concordancing
effectively heralds a breaking down of the quantitative and qualitative distinction, providing as it
does the basis for quantitative analysis without “deverbalising” the data’.

Other discourse analysts have also used corpora techniques in the recent two decades.
Stubbs (1996) conducted a corpus-based text analysis of Baden Powell’s last messages to the Boy
Scouts and the Girl Guides, to see how ideological positions are conveyed by individual words,

patterns of vocabulary and grammar. Morrison and Love (1996), both analysed a corpus containing
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letters to the editors of two Zimbabwean magazines in 1990. They combined a Corpus-
concordancing technique and a CDA approach to examine the ‘celebratory’ discourse embedded
in the state-controlled daily press (1996: p 39).

Fairclough himself (2000) made a keyword analysis of two corpora containing New Labour
texts and earlier Labour texts, respectively. He started his studies with the keyword ‘new’ and
related words in the New Labour corpus. Piper (2000) carried out a concordance-based analysis to
explore the linguistic behaviour of ‘individuals’ and ‘people’ in a government publication on
lifelong learning. She argued that a concordance-based corpus study cannot be used to answer all
the questions raised in her study, but it ‘revealed the discourse of lifelong learning to be full of
divergent agendas, differential power relations and cultural confusion. In addressing such
dissonances, this kind of study is able to contribute some important certainties, at least in its data
and its processing methods. Corpus analysis is not just a tool but a new way of thinking about
language itself” (2000: p 538).

Baker (2006), in his book Using Corpora in Discourse Analysis, examines approaches to
uncovering linguistic patterns which can enable us to make sense of the ways in which language
is used to construct discourses using techniques that are grounded in corpus linguistics. A variety
of Corpus-based methodologies is used, including collocations, keyness, concordances and
dispersion plots.

In sum, the combination of Corpus-based and Critical Discourse Analysis approaches in
this study can help to overcome the possible criticisms of the two analytical frameworks taken
individually. A combined methodology can be used to explore the representation of Saudi women

in their society in the most prominent Modern Arabic online news of BBCA and AJ over the five
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years period between 2010 and 2014, and to question how this representation is related to the

respective ideologies in Middle Eastern countries.

2.10 Research Methodology

This section describes and discusses the methods utilised in this analysis in order to reach the
objectives of this study and the rationale methods adopted in the research. This section consists of
these following items: First, the data sources to run an investigation of the linguistic analysis, the
selection of Arabic online news and its criteria, the procedures of analysis and finally the analytical

framework which is used to answer the research questions.

2.11 Data Sources
The data used in this study is composed of modern standard Arabic news articles gathered from
two of the most prominent modern Arabic online news, namely BBC Arabic (henceforth, BBCA;
BBC stands for British Broadcasting Corporation) and Al-Jazirah (henceforth, AJ). The selection
of both sources represents the diversity of the Arab world, Middle Eastern countries, and the West
based on three main criteria. Firstly, the difference in geographical locations. Secondly, the
difference in ideologies and political background. Thirdly, different socio-economic backgrounds.
BBCA and AJ have a vast number of readers in the Arab world including in Saudi Arabia and
Britain. Both sources give a broad vision of how Arabs and the British portray Saudi women
according to their ideologies.

In general, both publish Arabic online news but from two different countries. BBCA based
in London and has many working offices in Arab cities such as Cairo, Beirut, and Dubai as well

press correspondents in most Arab countries in the Middle East. BBCA has a long historical

89



relationship with the Arab audience since it was first started in 1938. It was created to broadcast
British views to the Arab world, and its target audience is towards the Middle East and North
Africa. Hence, BBCA contents are significantly differ compared to other local and traditional Arab
media outlets. Therefore, BBCA is considered as a good alternative to the Arab local media
narratives and discourses.

By contrast, Al-Jazirah in its original news publication is a daily broadsheet news published
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia before becoming the first Saudi newspaper to go online in 2011 (Al-
Jazirah, 2018). AJ is broadly distributed in Saudi Arabia, other Arab and European countries
particularly after the outlet has decided to go for the online news services to reach a greater number
of audiences globally. As a local news service provider, it covers all aspects of Saudi's economic,
politic, social as well as culture and belief locally and internationally. The government of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia also has its law and restrictions which should be followed by Saudi
people and institution, particularly those laws which govern the media institutions including AJ.
Hence, despite being a privately owned media institution, AJ must adhere to the Saudi’s laws and
follow the government policies and rules.

BBCA and AJ are both online news, but there is a slight difference between them, where
BBCA only has provided news online through its website as well as broadcasted on air through its
radio and TV services. In contrast, AJ has news distributed online and also comes in the hardcopy
of printing newspaper published daily in broadsheet consists of 48 pages covering the issues of
political, economic and social both local and internationally. Although BBCA is an international
media cooperation and does not has news office in Saudi Arabia, the outlet pays special attention
to the issue surrounding women in Saudi Arabia. Hence, provide a comprehensive news coverage

on them through its global network of news editorial teams. As a local Saudi news outlet, it is
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unsurprisingly to find that AJ provide great attention to the local women issues. Thus, the outlet
has launched a special edition of news bulletin specifically dedicated to focus on Saudi women
success stories in 2011 (AJ, 2011).

The study will be conducted in the form of investigation with data being gathered via news
archives and then analysed using AntConc software® (Anthony, 2019). The two news outlets can
be accessed via its website at bbc.co.uk/Arabic and http://www.al-jazirah.com, which offer a
complete data collection of news articles for more than the previous ten years period. Thus, these
advantages are the main reason for the selection of BBC Arabic and Al-Jazirah in this study.

Last but not least, in term of the selection of ‘online news' rather than traditionally ‘printed
news' is centered on the advantages of online news compared to the traditional newspaper. The
online news which utilise the internet services provide many advantages particularly in term of
wide news access globally and the instant update on the latest development of the events. The
readers can easily access the latest news feeds and updates through their smartphones regardless
of their physical location. Moreover, online news are presented in the form of interactive
multimedia hyperlink format, which not only make the news appearance more attractive with audio
and video materials compared to traditional newspaper, but it is also offers the readers to
participate in the news by making comments. Hence, making online news is the popular choice

among the readers compared to the traditional printed newspapers.

® AntConc is a corpus analysis programme (computer software; freeware) which can be used to analyse corpus data
and has multiplatform tool for conducting corpus linguistics research and data-driven learning. It operates on computer
using Microsoft Windows. Among the key analytical features offered by the software includes concordance, word list,
collocation, and keyword tools. It is free to download from the official website
http://www.laurenceanthony.net/software.html. AntConc works well with the Arabic language particularly the
modern standard Arabic as it can read very well the Arabic characters which are written from right to left. However,
the software cannot read the Arabic diacritics. As most of corpus data used in this study are without diacritics this is
not becoming an issue and the software analyses the corpus data excellently. The AntConc initial version used in this
study is AntConc 3.4.3, September 2014 and substantially updated to the latest version of AntConc 3.5.8, 2019.
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2.12 The Sampling Procedure
The procedure of sampling in collecting the raw data for this study was carried out based on the
theories and studies (Baker, 2005; Gabrielatos 2009; Gabrielatos & Duguid 2014) that employed

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) to analyse the language of online news articles.

2.13 Specification of the Period

The period of this study has been selected due to a few reasons. First, and the most important is
the news report by BBC Arabic, and Al-Jazirah online news were published during the reign of
King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia. The last five years of 2010 to 2014 of King Abdullah is chosen as
it witnessed many significant events reported by BBC Arabic and Al-Jazirah on Saudi women
development, achievement and freedom in various factors such as economic, political and social
as well as other areas including working, driving, voting and sports which among them become
the topic words in the analysis study.

Before | go into details about the topic words studied, another reason the period has been
chosen is that the uprising of the Arab Spring also occurred within the ruler of King Abdullah in
2011. Briefly, the Arab Spring was a series of demonstrations, protests and civil wars against
authoritarian regimes that started in Tunisia and spread widely around the Arab world. The leaders
of Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, and Yemen were overthrown, whereas Bahrain has experienced
sustained civil disorder, and the protests in Syria have become a civil war. The same situation also
goes to other Arab countries which been affected by the protests. During the Arab Spring, women
played several roles, although the impact on them and their rights are unclear. The involvement of
women in the Arab Spring went beyond direct participation in the protests, including leading and

organising protesters and cyberactivists. Many activists hoped the Spring would boost women's
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rights as they faced a lot of gender discrimination in the Arab world. It is claimed that Islamist
parties have risen to power in states that had changes of government and some view their power
as a significant threat to women's status. The Arab Spring began when Fedia Hamdi, a Tunisian
policewoman played as a key role in starting the protest on December 17, 2010, which led
Mohamed Bouazizi to set himself on fire.

As been mentioned earlier, the reason for this selection period due to various factors that
Saudi women gained under the reign of King Abdullah. To note, Saudi women face a lot of
restrictions and limitations. The position of women in Saudi society, particularly in the public
domain is complicated as the concept of male guardianship has been and still is one of the strong
norms for Muslim women in Saudi Arabia. Every single woman is entitled to a male guardian
regardless of her age, by law. They are unable to travel beyond their home; hence their access to
educational opportunities is limited. Besides, until today, Saudi women could not make decisions
relating to their marriage as these powers are restricted by the family and male counterparts. Unlike
other Arab or Muslim women, Saudi women lack equal access to employment in entering the
workplace and economic opportunities. Politically, women are not allowed to vote and participate
in any form of elections, until King Abdullah announced more rights for women, including the
right to vote, stand in municipal elections and to be appointed to the consultive Shura council.
King Abdullah also appointed the first woman minister in Saudi Arabia and then in 2013 he has
chosen 30 women to the Shura council which his highest advisory body.

The issue of driving also requires mention as Saudi Arabia is the only country in the world
that has prohibited women from driving. In June 2011, some Saudi women mounted a symbolic
protest drive in defiance of the ban on female car drivers. Three months later, in September 2011

King Abdullah overturned a sentence of 10 lashes on a woman who has found guilty of driving
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which is the first time that a legal punishment had been handed down for violation of the ban on
women drivers. Saudi Arabia, a nation which enforces strict gender separation, announced in 2012
plans to upgrade the Jeddah stadium to allow women to enter. Moreover, finally, in 2012 Saudi
Arabia agreed to allow its women athletes to compete in the 2012 Olympics Games for the first-
time during speculation that the entire Saudi team might have been disqualified of grounds of
gender discrimination. In other words, women’s issues and rights have been subject to a high
degree of visibility and discussion in this period. The representation of Saudi women during the
reign of King Abdullah (from 2010 to 2014) and the most highlighted news stories reported on
Saudi women within the last five years ruling of King Abdullah, and the uprising of Arab Spring

are the main factors behind the selection of period in this study.

2.14 Criteria for Selection of Online News Articles
As mentioned above, the researcher chooses BBC Arabic (London) and Al-Jazirah (Riyadh) for
various reasons. One of them is that each news outlet has its ideological background. Even though
both of the online news targeted the same audience, mostly covering the Middle Eastern countries
and the Arab world in general. However, unlike Al-Jazirah (online news), the aim of the BBC
Arabic website (online news portal) is to broadcast British views to the Arab world. While Al-
Jazirah is known as a conservative and pro-Islamic political position and it has a particular column
on women which first launched via online about women's daily covering female achievements in
Saudi Arabia, their latest developments and other topics related to them such as, career, education,
social participation, and house chores.

The research focuses on the representation of Saudi women and their representation

particularly in social activities such as career, education, social working like actively participate
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in the political and economic arena, doing house works and posting a role as a wife or mother as
well. BBC Arabia and Al-Jazirah portray all those social activities in their news report according
to these three criteria, namely political agenda, ideologies, and perspectives. It may be varying
interpretation according to their different ideological and political stand in the two online news.
Thus, from these points, the study can investigate the critical issues related to Saudi women and
manage to study different discourses around them that can be a challenge with other discourses in
the two online news understudied.

This study examines the way modern standard Arabic online news of BBC Arabic and Al-
Jazirah represents Saudi women on various social issues, inside and outside Arab countries. The
Arab/Muslim world is not homogenous; it is diverse and has many different ethnic and religious
groups. For example, in Algeria, there are two main ethnic groups represent 99% of the population
such as Arabs and Berbers, and a minority group of Europeans which represents less than 1% of
the total population (The World Factbook, 2020). In Egypt, there are at least two religious’ groups:
Muslims and Christians (Morsy, 2011), as is the case in Jordan (Jordan Embassy US, 2014).

The main aim of this study is to examine how media representations of Saudi women in
BBC Arabic and Al-Jazirah from 2010 to 2014. This study analyses the ways that language is
exploited in BBC Arabic and Al-Jazirah to portray Saudi women. BBC Arabic and Al Jazirah will
be analysed to highlight how news around Saudi women is filtered according to a wide range of
factors and reasons, such as national interests, local and global cultures, the goals of news
institutions and their ideologies, international relations, news production methods and processes,

target audience, authors’ background, and other historical, political, economic, and social factors.
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The detail on main corpora data subject for the corpus analysis using AntConc software

presented in the following table:

Raw Frequency BBC Arabic | Al-Jazirah Total
Size of Corpus:
No. of Texts 696 2,548 3,244
No. of Words 389,768 1,143,510 | 1,533,278 (1.54 million)
The average length of text 560 449
(words)
No. of Paragraphs 6,239 10,391
Average no. of paragraphs 9 6

Table 2.1: Descriptive statistics of BBCA and AJ (2010 until 2014)

Table 2.1 shows the descriptive statistics of raw frequency data in this research. There are three
main elements to be highlighted, the number of texts, words, and paragraphs, including the average
length of text and paragraphs. The total number of texts analysed is 3,244 news articles from BBC
Arabic and Al-Jazirah in five years period of 2010 until 2014, making it reach the corpus size of
1.54m words.

The number of news text from BBC Arabic is small compared to Al-Jazirah. It can be seen
that the number of texts in the BBC Arabic is a third that of Al-Jazirah. This is because, in contrast
to Al-Jazirah, BBC Arabic does not explicitly focus on news on Saudi Arabia or Saudi women.
Al-Jazirah, on the other hand, is a Saudi Arabia local news agency, and it gives more coverage for
Saudi's news and events compared to BBC Arabic which not focusing on their news content into
specific Arabic country.

In contrast, the average length of text for both news is not so different, with the average

text length of 449 words in Al-Jazirah being only slightly less than the 560 words of the BBC

10 The result of corpus analysis on this corpora data will be presented in Chapter Three of the present study with a
discussion around it.
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Arabic (average) text. The average number of paragraphs per text in the BBC Arabic news stands
at nine, and six in Al-Jazirah.

The detail of sub-corpus data is the subject for the detail CDA analysis. The analysis of the
results and their related discussion will be presented in Chapter Four, Five and Six of the present
study.

We turn now to the compilation of online news articles from the archive of BBCA and AJ
in 2012 until 2014, which represent the last three years of King Abdullah reign. He died on early

January (23" January 2015) and was then replaced by King Salman.

Online news No. of Articles Total Words Percentage %
BBC Arabic 394 275,901 38.2
Al-Jazirah 668 463,885 61.8
Total 1,062 749,786 100

Table 2.2: Descriptive statistics of BBCA and AJ (2012 until 2014)

Table 2.2 shows descriptive statistics of raw frequency data from the archive of BBCA and AJ in
three years of 2012 until 2014. It highlights the three main elements of total articles, words, and
percentages for the two online news providers. The total number of articles of both news outlets is
1,062 with BBCA accounted at 394 less than Al-Jazirah, which almost doubled at 668, making the
total words of Al-Jazirah 463,885, while BBCA is 275,901. The percentage shows that BBCA is
lower than AJ of 38.2%, in contrast, AJ much higher at 61.8%. The further analysis for both news

of BBCA and AJ will be discussed in the next corpus analysis chapter of Chapter Three.

2.15 Procedures of Analysis

Before presenting the analyses, we first explain the process for gathering the topic words on Saudi
women. The study employs corpus analysis techniques of wordlist and concordance in order to
search for the most topic words around Saudi women in the Arabic online news articles of BBC
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Arabic and Al-Jazirah. Michael Barlow (2004) defines “wordlists and concordances as
transformations of a text, allowing the analyst to view different perspectives on a text". The
purpose of the wordlist'?, therefore, is not only to look at the frequent words, but it also can
discover the most critical words surrounding Saudi women in the online news discourse.
Concordance!?, on the other hand, is used to verify the selected topic words by looking at the
context of the words in sentences and assisted the researcher in understanding the meaning of
selected topic words.

Thus, in this analysis process, the researcher applied both Corpus techniques of wordlist
and concordance to identify the most prominent topics of Saudi women which located at different

positions in a long wordlist result by referring to concordance to verify the frequency results.

2.16 Conclusion

In summary, this chapter has presented the theoretical framework of this research based on the
ideas of DT and CDA. The combination of DT and CDA has provided an analytical framework
for analysing online news discourse around Saudi women and its representation in BBC Arabic
and Al-Jazirah. Moreover, the present study employs other critical theories such as Butler’s theory
of feminism, and Leeuwen's theory of representation. To enhance the CDA qualitative analysis

results, corpus linguistics tools are used to provide statistical evident which guide the analysis and

1 Wordlist is a tool that counts all the words in the corpus and displays them in an ordered list. By using this tool, it
helps to immediately search the most frequent words in a corpus. By comparing the words in a reference corpus, the
keyword list can show which words are not usually frequent in the corpus, for instance, ESP study or as part of a
genre. All the words in the wordlist can be ordered either by frequency or the start or end of the word and the ordering
can be inverted. In addition, this tool can be generated in case-insensitive mode which words in upper and lower case
are equally treated or case-sensitive, in which words in upper and lower case are treated in a separate way.

12 Concordance is a tool that indicates results in a keyword in context (KWIC). This tool allows to find in the way

words and phrases are commonly utilised in a corpus of texts. While concordance plot tool is used to find results
plotted as a ‘barcode’ format which allows to see the position of search results in target texts.
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results from the discussion. Based on the theoretical framework, this chapter also highlights the
research methodology deployed in this study, starting with the sources used for data collection, the
sampling procedures, the analysis stages, and the analysis model used on the data for the present
study which involved modern standard Arabic online news texts from BBC Arabic and Al-Jazirah.
The data is in Arabic; in order to make this accessible to non-Arabic-reading audiences, it was
translated into English before conducting the analysis procedures.

Thus, this chapter sets out to apply all these concepts and theories, as the researcher finds
that the concept of ideology and identity can be utilised in analysing the representation of Saudi
women in Arabic online news discourses. Furthermore, the concepts of ideology and identity are
the practical tools for the concept of hegemony and hegemonic intervention which will be used to
investigate the competition among discourses, which struggle to build an identity that represents
Saudi women in specific ways. The study concerns the representation of Saudi women in their
society in the two most prominent modern Arabic news of BBC Arabic and Al-Jazirah over the
five years period between 2010 and 2014, and how this representation is related to the respective

ideologies in Middle Eastern countries.
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CHAPTER 3

CONCORDANCE AND TOPIC WORD ANALYSIS

3.1 Introduction

The study presents a concordance and topic word analysis of the discourses surrounding Saudi
women (SW) in two news outlets. With the main focus on ‘Saudi women’ (SW) topic words in a
range of semantic categories have been analysed in relation to the context of the original news
texts. From the wordlist frequency results and with the assistance of concordance lines, the
researcher identifies five major topics related to Saudi women in the Arabic online news discourses
of BBC Arabic (BBCA) and Al-Jazirah (AJ), namely: employment, followed by marriage,
election, sports (Olympic games) and driving. These topics are linked to Saudi women in both
Arabic online news of BBCA and AJ in the period 2010 to 2014. The analysis results in this chapter
are essential to give insights for the upcoming qualitative analysis of CDA which will be discussed

in Chapters Four, Five and Six of the present study.

3.2 Analysis Procedure

Modern standard Arabic online news articles of AJ and BBCA were subjected to the computer-
assisted concordance analysis using the corpus analysis tool, AntConc (Anthony, 2019). The
analysis that follows focuses on the words of high frequency, particularly the thematically
important words (topic words), and lexical collocations of powerful words associated with SW.
The main themes of the Arabic online news articles from both news outlets subjected to this
concordance analysis are employment, followed by marriage, election, sports (Olympic games)
and driving. This is based on the finding that the word ‘job’ showed the highest frequency in both

outlets compared to other words which indicated other themes. The highest frequency recorded for
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the word 'job’ also showed that the context of these online news articles is related to the working
environment as well. In addition to 'job’ the word frequency results also showed other thematically
words which recorded much lower numbers of frequencies compared to 'job’. These words are

'marriage’, 'election’, 'sports’ and 'driving'.*®

3.3 Results of Concordance Analysis

The AJ articles contain a total of 1343 occurrences of the search term 'Saudi Wom(ale)n' (Al-
Sa ‘udiyyat ; Saudi women in plural, and in singular form Saudi woman Al-Sa ‘udiyyah) in which
608 concordance lines (45.27%) of them come in the plural form 'Saudi Women' Al-Sa ‘udiyyat,
while 735 concordance lines or 54.73% utilised the singular form 'Saudi Woman' Al-Sa ‘udiyyabh.
In comparison, BBCA's articles consist of occurrences: 218 concordance lines use the singular
form 'Saudi woman' Al-Sa ‘udiyyah (42.75%), and the plural form 'Saudi Women' Al-Sa ‘udiyyat
was used in 292 lines or 57.25% of the total concordance lines for BBCA articles. Thus, the result
of concordance line analysis shows that AJ's articles contain a more significant number of
concordance lines for the term words 'Saudi Women' Al-Sa ‘udiyyat and ‘Saudi Woman’ Al-
Sa ‘udiyyah compared to BBCA. This may be attributable to the fact that AJ provides a larger
number of news articles for the data collection in the present study. However, it also evident that
AJ uses the singular term (Saudi woman Al-Sa ‘udiyyah) more frequently when viewed as
percentages compared to the plural form of the same term. In contrast, BBCA articles utilised the
term in plural form (Saudi Women Al-Sa ‘udiyyat) more frequently compared to the singular (Saudi

woman Al-Sa ‘udiyyah).

13 The detail discussion on this will be presented in the coming section of 3.6 Corpus Results within the present chapter.

101



3.4 Lexical Collocations of Significant Words
In my analysis of lexical collocations, | focus on two essential linguistic features, namely: the
verbs following the search term (Saudi women Al-Sa ‘udiyyat) and the associated words attached

to 'Saudi women' Al-Sa ‘udiyyat. The results are as follow:

3.4.1 Verbs Collocation

Looking at the detail of the concordance lines by focusing on the verbs which are used with 'SW',
it is found that in AJ's news articles, the verbs following 'SW' as a subject were mainly dynamic
verbs. Moreover, these verbs promote positive meanings of the 'SW' verbs: 'participated’,
‘practiced’, 'prepared’, ‘gained’, 'proved’, 'showed’, ‘worked', 'explained’, ‘achieved', 'encouraged’,
‘asked’, demanded' and 'declared'. For example:

- Saudi women ‘participated’ in various international conferences on academic and culture.

- Saudi women ‘prepared’ themselves to face the challenges in the business world.

- They (Saudi women) have ‘proved’ their success in many challenging tasks/jobs.

- They (Saudi women) ‘encouraged’ young graduate to develop their talent.

- They (Saudi women) ‘declared’ their readiness to provide a better life for their families.

- Saudi women ‘gained’ ample opportunities to develop their knowledge and skill.

In comparison, the verb following 'SW' in BBCA news articles were often static verbs which
indicate unchanging condition. For example:

- Saudi women ‘understand’ the government decision of the driving restriction.

- Saudi women ‘recognised’ the issues of domestic abuse.

- Saudi women ‘denied’ the false rumours surrounding their way of life.
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- Saudi women ‘believed’ that the restrictions have been placed to protect their tradition and

customs.

Moreover, many verbs which work with ‘SW’ as a subject were action verbs which promote
negative connotations such as: ‘accused’, ‘fought’, ‘ignored’, ‘rejected’, ‘refused’, ‘arrested’,
‘challenged’, blamed’ and ‘prohibited’. For example:

- Saudi women ‘blamed’ some traditionalist scholars for their lack of concern to the needs of
modern women.

- They (Saudi women)_‘accused’ male guardians for their neglect of protecting women from
becoming the victim of child marriage.

- Saudi women ‘ignored’ the call to silent their voice from demanding their right to be fulfilled.

- The news report highlighted that Saudi women ‘failed’ to qualify for the upcoming Olympic
games.

- Saudi female athletes ‘ignored’ the sports attire rule set by the international sports authority.

- Saudi women ‘boycotted’ the shops which sell women lingerie publicly.

- They (Saudi women) ‘refused’ to take a picture with other guests during the event.

In AJ, ‘SW’ is most of the time being positioned as the subject of the sentences: For instance:

- Saudi women have ‘proved’ their capabilities to hold important positions in the job’s world.

- Saudi women _participated’ in intensive training to improve their skills.

- During the seminar, Saudi women ‘discussed’ the ways to encourage more women to practice a
healthy way of life.

- Saudi women ‘believe’ that education is the best way to success.
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- Saudi women ‘recognised’ the critical role played by the wife to maintain a good relationship in

marriage.

However, 'SW' also appeared on many occasions as the object of the sentences. When 'SW' became
the object of the sentence, the following verbs show mostly the 'SW' received good treatments
from the doers (subjects). In this way, positive connotations are promoted for both the subject and
the object (Saudi Women). For example:

- The rules and decisions ‘made’ by the authority are being put to protect Saudi women from

injustice and exploitation.

- Huge financial support has been ‘prepared’ to develop Saudi women and their capabilities.

- The society ‘appreciated’ the involvement of Saudi women in social and economic activities.

- The government ‘provided’ Saudi women with a good working environment which suits their
needs.

- The ministry will always ‘support’ talented Saudi women to enhance their skill.

- The upcoming workshop ‘aims’ to create awareness among Saudi women in their healthy way of
life.

- The conference “calls’ for the empowerment of Saudi women and their participation in making a

decision.

'SW' also become most of the time, the subject of the sentences in BBCA news articles. However,

when 'SW' become the object of the sentence, they have become the victims as an act by the

subject. For instance:
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- Saudi female athlete has been heavily ‘criticised’ after they participated in the international
sports tournament.

- In the past, female athletes have been ‘humiliated’ when their return from international
competitions.

- The authority has ‘marginalised’ the true potential of female graduate in the job market.

- The society ‘ignored’ the call made by Saudi female students to open more opportunity for them
to study.

- The head of the Saudi Olympic body 'denied’ the participation of female athletes in the upcoming

London event.
- The government ‘prohibited’ Saudi women from watching a football match at the stadium.
- Several Saudi women have been ‘arrested’ for violating the Shariah laws.

- Saudi’s government ‘imposed’ travel and driving restriction on Saudi women.

3.4.2 Associated Words
Most of the words associated with 'SW' in AJ news articles are what we may call ‘moderate” words
which relate to the 'SW' life and their social activities. Thus, the associated words of 'SW' in AJ
are mostly centred around three themes: marriage, work/job/employment, and health. In the first
theme, the word 'marriage’ and its derivative are repeated 41 times, the word ‘family" is repeated
39 times, children 18 times, home 17 times, house (works) 16 times, wedding 15 times, mahar
(wedding gift) 15 times, pregnancy 14 times and (children) education 14 times.

In the theme of job, among the associated words which recorded significantly higher
frequency are ‘job’ and its derivative, which were repeated 33 times in the AJ news articles.

Besides, the word 'training' repeated 21 times, (university) graduate 19 times, craft 18 times,
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workers (female) 31 times, (career) development 18 times, lawyers (female), businesswomen (17
times), investment (15 times), unemployment 14 times, experience 13 times, companies 13 times,
expert (11 times) and talent (11 times).

The associated words which centred around the theme of health are mostly moderate
words. For example, (health) campaign was repeated 23 times, (physical) exercises or workout (18
times), treatment (17 times), hospital (16 times), sports (15 times) and (health) education (12
times). However, there are several associated words under the theme of health which recorded
significantly higher frequencies in AJ news articles that carry negative connotations. Most of these
associated words are related to the health issues among 'SW', for example, words related to cancer
among women such as breast cancer (19 times), ovary cancer (15 times), brain cancer (11 times),
tumour 11 times and bone cancer (9 times). Moreover, other associated words related to the health
issues are obesity (20 times), depression (16 times), stress (14 times), hypertension (11 times),
arthritis (9 times). Compared to BBCA news articles, the significantly higher frequencies of
associated words which related to 'SW' also centre around their daily life and social activities.
However, looking at the detail of the associated words of 'SW' in BBCA showed distinctive
differences between AJ and BBCA. Most of the AJ associated words of 'SW' under the theme of
marriage, for instance, are moderate words. In contrast, most of the BBCA's associated words for
the same theme are negative words in addition to the moderate words. For example, the negatively
associated words are divorce (repeated 17 times), fights (16 times), (expensive) dowry 15 times,
silent (15 times), harassment (14 times), arguments (14 times), abuse (13 times), childcare (13
times), spinsterhood (12 times), child marriage (12 times). Moreover, associated words under the
theme of jobs which carry negative connotations are (jobs) restrictions (repeated 17 times), attire

(17 times), unemployment (16 times), (jobs) blockade, unjust, imbalance, difficulties, challenges,
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constraint, limitation, underpay, curb. It is worth noting that the associated words in BBCA for the
theme jobs also centred around jobs were restricted to the 'SW'. For instance, the word 'film’
repeated 15 times, ‘cinema’ 12 times, ‘actors' (11 times), commercial (product campaign) (9 times),
singer (9 times), song, lyrics, music, hero (movie) and director.

Moreover, the list of associated words in BBCA contain many words centred around the
restrictions on 'SW'. It is worth noting that most of these associated words are related to the
restriction on 'SW' not to drive and participate in sports tournaments, particularly the 2012 London
Olympic Games. Among the associated words centered around the restriction against 'SW' are:
'ban’, ‘ignorance’, ‘custody’, 'disqualified’, 'challenge’, ‘attire', 'fatawa’, ‘campaign’, ‘pressure’,
‘unjust’, ‘hijab’, ‘freedom’, ‘independent’, ‘dissatisfaction’, ‘authority’, ‘shariah law’, (Muslim)
‘scholars’ and ‘Mufti’, reforms, promises, opportunities.

Another distinctive difference between the associated words of 'SW' in BBCA and AJ is
the use of adjective related to 'SW'. It is found that most of the time BBCA associated both
moderate and negative adjectives to 'SW'. Example of negative adjectives associated with 'SW'
which promote negative connotations are weak (repeated 12 times), small (11 times) difficult,
tough (11 times), orthodox/ traditionalist (10 times), violent (10 times) extremist (9 times), shy (8
times), bad, aggressive, old-fashioned, upset, terrify. In contrast, the concordance analysis result
of AJ news articles indicated the outlet utilised positive adjectives which associated with 'SW'.
The most repeated adjectives associated with 'SW' in AJ news articles are 'successful' which
repeated 34 times, followed by 'intrigued' (27 times) and ‘excellent’ (22 times). Other positively
associated adjectives are ‘advanced’, ‘brilliant’, ‘confident’, ‘creative’, ‘active’, ‘unique’,
‘curious’, ‘cultural’, ‘pleasant’, ‘beautiful’, ‘talented’, ‘educated’, ‘healthy’, ‘helpful’, ‘noble’,

‘precious’.
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3.5 Corpus procedure of Topic Word

Before the analysis goes into further details, first, the researcher will demonstrate the process of
gathering the topic words on Saudi women. The study employs Corpus analysis techniques of
wordlist and concordance in order to search for the most topic words around Saudi women in the
Arabic online news articles of BBCA and AJ. The purpose of the wordlist, therefore, is not only
to look at the frequent words, but it also can discover the most essential words surrounding Saudi
women in the online news discourse. Concordance, on the other hand, is used to verify the selected
topic words by looking at the context of the words in sentences and assisted the researcher in
understanding the meaning of selected topic words.

Thus, in this analysis process, the researcher applied both Corpus techniques of wordlist
and concordance to identify the most prominent topics pertaining women in Saudi Arabia which
located at different positions in a long wordlist result by referring to concordance to verify the
frequency results. Michael Barlow (2004, p 83) describes “wordlists and concordances as

transformations of a text, allowing the analyst to view different perspectives on a text”.

3.6 Corpus Result

3.6.1 Frequency Result of (Wordlist)

The first step taken in this process of the corpus procedure was to look at the wordlist frequency
result of five main topics namely: employment Al-‘amal, marriage Al-Zawaj, election Al-
Intikhabat, sports and Olympics Al-Rivadah wa Al-Awlumbiyad and driving Qivadah* from

corpora data of BBCA and AJ Arabic online news articles. The purpose of wordlist analysis is to

14 This Arabic word also means ‘leadership’. The word’s context has been used to differentiate between the meanings
in the corpus data. Moreover, other words such as ‘sayyarah’ (car) which works with ‘giyadah’ can be useful to
differentiate between the meaning of driving or leadership.
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carry out consistency analysis for the stylistic comparison purposes between the two news outlets.
Moreover, the wordlist can highlight the most significantly high frequency based on its appearance
in the corpus data, hence indicate the important on these words and the context of its appearance
in the news texts. In the wordlist, there are rank and frequency of each word types. To begin with,
the study looks within 1100 rank'® of BBCA 38,862-word types and 99,297-word types of AJ as
can be seen in table 3.1 and 3.2 below:

BBC Arabic (BBCA)

No. Topic Words Rank Frequency
1 | Election (wusesy) 117 217
2 | Employment(jes)t) 131 201
3 | Marriage (¢'s3") 174 164
4 | Driving (s5.3) 409 86
5 | Sports (Olympic)®(suis) 554 62

Table 3.1: Frequency list (wordlist) of topic words in BBCA.

Al-Jazirah (AJ)

No. Topic Words Rank Frequency
1 | Employment (Jes)t) 23 2,613
2 | Sports (iey,) 105 944
3 | Marriage (¢'s3") 449 292
4 | Driving (s5.3) 686 205
5 | Election (wususyr) 1050 140

Table 3.2: Frequency list (wordlist) of topic words in AJ.

According to the frequency list of BBCA and AJ, it can be noticed that the result of each news is

slightly different. In the BBCA, among the five topics, the topic of the election Al-Intikhabat was

15 The main focus in the wordlist result is by looking at the words within no more than rank 700 to show that the
highest terminologies of the specific Arabic word (name) used to represent each topic. However, the rank has been
broadened to rank 1100 because the word "Election™ is placed in rank 1050 in AJ despite it being the highest rank
among the five main topic words in BBCA.

16 The topic words for BBCA is "Olympic" rather than "Sports" as in AJ because most of BBCA news articles used
in the corpora data were focused on the 2012 London Olympic event when discussing sports and Saudi women.
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the highest frequency of (217) at rank 117. The second highest frequency (201) was employment
Al-‘amal at rank 131 and marriage Al-Zawa;j (164) at rank 174 was in the third place. While
considerably quite far from the topic of marriage, which at rank 409, the topic of driving Qiyadah
recorded frequency of 86 was in the fourth place. Finally, the low frequency of 62 was on the topic
of sports (Olympic) Al-Awlumbiyad and Al-Riyadah at rank 554.

In contrast, Al -Jazirah shows the highest frequency of (2,613) in rank 23 was the topic of
employment Al- ‘amal. The second topic, at rank 105 was sports Al-Awlumbiyad and Al-Riyadah
with a frequency of 944. Both marriage Al-Zawaj and driving Qiyadah frequencies show 292 and
205 respectively, at rank 449 and 686. In contrast to BBCA, the topic of the election Al-Intikhabat

in AJ was in the fifth place at rank 1050 considered the lowest frequency only 140.

3.6.2 Frequency result of (Concordance Hits)

After looking at the frequency of five main topics in the wordlist, the study then moves on to the
next step by looking at the concordance data. In the concordance, the procedure followed was to
put the * operator!’ at the beginning and end of each topic word in order to verify the exact figure
of the frequency from the wordlist. For example, in the frequency list on the topic of employment

(M) Al-‘amal, BBCA showed at 201, thus in order to verify the exact frequency number of the
topic employment in the data, therefore by putting * fs * ‘amal without Ji al (definitive article to

provide a meaning of specific) in the concordance, it shows the total frequency for employment

(J1) Al-‘amal in BBCA was actually 883 which considered the highest topic in BBCA. The

17 The operator (wildcard) which finds zero or more characters; it can be used to help. For example, to find the
singular and the plural forms of nouns.
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purpose of looking at the concordance is to verify the exact frequency of the lemma with all its

morphological variants in the wordlist by looking at the total number of results, which referred to

the ‘concordance hits', as listed in table 3.3 and 3.4 below:

BBC Arabic (BBCA)

A.

No. Topic Words Concordance Hits
1 | Employment (j«=) 883
2 | Election (<) 337
3 | Marriage (z's) 327
4 | Driving (213) 189
5 | Sports (izby) 160

Table 3.3: Frequency list (concordance hits) of topic words in BBC
Al-Jazirah (AJ)

No. Topic Words Concordance Hits
1 | Employment (=) 7,435
2 | Marriage (z's) 740
3 | Sports (x21,) 665
4 | Driving () 549
5 | Election (wuisasl) 222

Table 3.4: Frequency list (concordance hits) of topic words in AJ.

Furthermore, by looking at the root word and searching for the word frequency by using the

operator at the beginning and the end of each topic word revealed more word frequency which has

been filtered by looking at the concordance line.

Total Frequency Result of BBCA and AJ

BBC Arabic (BBCA)

No. Keywords Frequency Norm?8
1 | Employment (<) 883 3,161.1
2 | Election (cuiss) 337 1,206.4
3 | Marriage (z's) 327 1,170.6
4 | Driving (ssL3) 189 676.6
S5 | Sports (L)) 160 572.8

Table 3.5: Frequency of topic

18 Normalised factor = Result x Norm Factor (3.5799).
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Al-Jazirah (AJ)

No. Keywords Frequency Norm?®
1 | Employment ( L.<) 7,435 6,501.9
2 | Marriage (z's;) 740 647.1
3 | Sports (xs)) 665 581.5
4 | Driving (ssL) 549 480.1
5 | Election (uss) 222 194.1

Table 3.6: Frequency of topic words in AJ

Tables 3.5 and 3.6 show the frequency of five groups which represent the five main topic words
surrounding Arabic online news discourses on Saudi women from BBC Arabic and Al-Jazirah.
The Corpus data of BBCA online news in table 3.5 shows that the topic of ‘employment’ has
recorded the highest hits among the five main topics. The second highest topic frequency is
‘election’, while the topic of ‘marriage’ recorded the third-highest hits by having slightly fewer
frequency hits compared to the topic of the election. Furthermore, the topic of ‘sports’ recorded
the lowest frequency hits among these five main topic words and the topic of ‘driving’ completed
the list of keywords frequency in the fourth place.

Moving into the same five topic words frequency of Al-Jazirah Corpus data in table 3.6,
the result shows some interesting results, particularly when compared to the result from BBC
Arabic Corpus data. Firstly, similar to the BBCA, the topic of ‘employment’ also recorded the
highest frequency hits among these five topic words with a significantly different margin over
other topics. Secondly, in line with the frequency result of BBCA, the topic of ‘driving’ also
recorded the fourth-highest hits in AJ online news Corpus. However, the topic of ‘election’
recorded the second-highest hits in BBCA was placed as the last in AJ online news Corpus.

Furthermore, the topic of ‘sports’ which has the fewest hits among the five topic words in the

19 Normalised factor = Result x Norm Factor (0.8745).
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BBCA has managed to become the third-highest keyword frequency out of the five main topics.
Finally, the topic of ‘marriage’ receives the second highest in Al-Jazirah Corpus data.

BBC Arabic and Al-Jazirah

No. Keywords BBCA Al BBCA Al Total
(Freq.) (Freq.) (Norm) (Norm)
1 | Employment (=) 883 7,435 3,161.1 6,501.9 9,663.0
2 | Marriage (zls;) 327 740 1,170.6 647.1 1,817.8
3 | Election (wusw) 337 222 1,206.4 194.1 1,400.6
4 | Driving (ssL3) 189 549 676.6 480.1 1,156.7
5 | Sports (x21,) 160 665 572.8 581.5 1,154.3

Table 3.7: Frequency of topic words in BBCA and AJ

By looking at the total overall frequency of BBCA and AJ for the five-topic word-groups which
represent the five main topics around the discourses of Saudi women in table 3.7 above, it can be
seen that the topic of ‘employment’ has received the highest hits with overwhelming differences
from another four remaining main topics. The simple reason for that is that both BBCA and AJ
have reported many issues related to employment, such as working opportunities and volunteer
work. Furthermore, the topic of employment is the primary concern for Saudis in general and
Saudi women in particular toward their continued efforts to empower women for the future
generation. Hence, the topic of employment received great attention by the two news outlets.
Although the topic of ‘marriage’ has recorded significantly fewer frequency hits compared to the
topic of employment, the topic of marriage has become the second most highlighted topic around
Saudi women in the news corpora data.

Being widely described as related to local and domestic issues, the topic of marriage has
received much attention by both BBCA and AJ. In contrast to the topics of employment and
marriage which are typically associated with women in general and Saudi women in particular, the

topic of ‘election’ surprisingly appears in the third place in the list of five highest topics around
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Saudi women. Although the topic of election is an occasional topic and Saudi women were only
being allowed to participate in the general election for the first time in 2015, however, the topic of
the election was received wide coverage by the BBCA and AJ online news. The fourth highest
coverage in the news is ‘driving’. The debates on women rights for driving in Saudi Arabia also
received much attention from BBCA and AJ, making the topic the fourth main topic surrounding
Saudi women.

Finally, the topic of ‘sports’ particularly the first-ever appearance of Saudi women in 2012
of London Olympic games and several preparations towards the biggest international sports events
being reported by BBCA and AJ has made the topic of sports as the fifth main topic surrounding

Saudi women in the news corpora data.

3.7 Analysis of Topic Words

3.7.1 Introduction

This chapter presents a topic word analysis of the discourses surrounding Saudi women by looking
at the frequency in wordlist and concordance. Based on the analysis result of wordlist, frequency
list and concordance list as previously discussed the most significant topics words engaged with
Saudi women as the main focus in this study were identified and then categorised into different
29semantic categories according to the context of the original news texts. These semantic
categories are social actors, social groups, social issues, religion and culture and location. This

phase of corpus analysis identifies many topics in the news discourses surrounding Saudi women

20 Semantics is the study of language and its meaning. It means that we study the relationship between words and
their meanings in order to understand the human expression that is constructed through language. Besides, the study
of meaning in semantics is focused on the relation between signifiers such as words, phrases, symbols (signs) and
sentences in which they stand for. In fact, semantics can also refer to the branch of study within linguistics that deals
with language and how we understand the meaning.
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as the primary concern. From these topics, the researcher then identifies five major topic words
related to Saudi women in the Arabic online news discourses of BBC Arabic (BBCA) and Al-
Jazirah (AJ).

The analysis of topic words provides an insight to the topic covered by both AJ and BBCA
in representing SW through online news reports. This analysis also represents the second
dimension of Fairclough analytical framework which focus on the discursive practice. Relevance
to the present study is the analysis of topic words examines the process of news production. The
selection of certain topic to be included in the news report and treated as newsworthy reflects the
outlet’s attitude of that particular topic. In contrast, other topic has been dropped for not being
considered as important, hence, does not been given the excess to the process of discourse
construction. Moreover, by allowing certain topic to be included in the news report and disallowing
other reflects the practice of group polarisation of the ‘in-group’ and the ‘out-group’. While the
‘in-group’ has been represented positively in the news texts, the ‘out-group’ has been marginalised
in the news articles.

Thus, in the following section, I will discuss the five major topics which have been reported
by AJ and BBCA in the corpus data by focusing on the comparison between the selection of these
topics and their sub-topics. By making this comparison it will reveal the different attitude and
stance of each news outlet in representing SW. In addition, | will highlight in brief the narration
brought by each news outlet on these five topics. These news narrations which have been presented
by the outlets furthermore provide contextual understanding of the topics discussed in the news
texts.

Looking back into the analysis, the five major topic words that have been highlighted are

the election, followed by sports (Olympic games), driving, marriage and employment. All these
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five main topic words are highly represented in the online news covering Saudi women in BBCA
and AJ from 2010 until 2014. However, there are some other topics specifically mentioned by AJ,
such as mass media, business and investment which do not get so much attention by BBCA.
BBCA, on the other hand, focused on religious restrictions on Saudi women such as Sharia' Islamic
law, religious police and Islamic dress, including hijab. Thus, the study will mostly focus on five
major topic words surrounding Saudi women in the Arabic online news discourses of AJ and
BBCA. These five topic words are not only being highlighted by both BBCA and AJ but also
received a significantly higher number of word frequency compared to other topic words in both
BBCA and AJ news corpora data.

Furthermore, in each of these five main topic words, there are a variety of words which
indicate sub-topics closely linked to each of the five main topic words. Therefore, in this topic
word analysis, the researcher is emphasising not only the five most essential topics in general but
also will look into further details particularly by looking at the context of words in each of five
main topics. The purpose of this analysis is to look at the comparison between the topic words of
BBCA and AlJ in order to search for the most significant words and frequencies. Figure 3.1 below

shows the five main topic words surrounding discourses on Saudi women.
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Figure 3.1: Five main topic words
Review of the topic words

Before presenting the analysis of topic words, it is good to provide a brief description of the five

main topic words to provide a contextual understanding of topics discussed by the two outlets.

Employment

Both BBCA and AJ cover issues of employment around Saudi women regarding whether they get
fewer job opportunities compared to men. Women in Saudi Arabia have limited job opportunities
compared to men, and the majority of them are not allowed to work in the working environment
mostly dominated by men (Al-Rasheed, 2013). Therefore, Saudi Arabia is one of the countries that
has the highest percentage of unemployed women workers in the world. Saudi women, in
particular, face a lot of restrictions and obstacles for going out to work. For instance, they must get
a male guardian’s permission, from a father or husband. Furthermore, the control of male guardian

over women causes limited opportunities to women, especially in looking for a job. Even if they
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work, their socialising is only limited to the same gender, which does not involve men as they are

not permitted to socialise with the opposite gender.

Marriage

In the topic of marriage, BBCA most highlights the unfamiliar issues about Saudi women, such as
having a contract marriage which raised controversies. Besides, the issue of polygamy which
involved Muslim has also caught the attention of BBCA as well as the issues of divorce, domestic
violence and others. In contrast, AJ prefers to highlight about other marriage issues such as

marriage to foreigners, wedding gifts, spinster, childcare and wife obligations.

Election

Both BBCA and AJ reported on the same issues in which Saudi women can freely vote in the
election process. Saudi women, for the first time, can take part in the local council election and
can be eligible as a candidate as announced by King Abdullah. Indeed, to Saudi women, it is such
a great victory and privilege for Saudi women to be a member of the Shura Council and local

council showing that women voice and their rights have been heard and started to make a change.

Driving

Both news reported the same issues of Saudi women where they were banned for driving and not
allowed to have a driving license. However, BBC Arabic focused on highlighting the issue of the
driving ban, whereas AJ emphasises more the reasons behind the driving ban. For example, AJ
projected that the government of Saudi Arabia did not allow women in their country to drive

because they wanted to take care of women’s safety and dignity. Furthermore, in Arab societies,
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women are not allowed to drive because it is considered too dangerous as some men do not follow
the traffic rules and drive too fast. Therefore, (according to AJ) that is among the reasons why the
Saudi government take a precaution in order to avoid Saudi women being exposed to crazy drivers.
They worried Saudi women would be involved in an accident, to be a victim of road bullies and
exposed to unsafe circumstances. BBCA on the other hand highlights the campaigns launched by

many activists demanding the ban to be lifted as it restricts women freedom and mobility.

Sports

Sports are highly known for physical activities. Both online news of BBC Arabic and Al-Jazirah
reported how Saudi women were involved in sports in their everyday life. In 2012, Saudi women
for the first time were allowed to participate in the Olympic Games where two Saudi athletes have
been sent to London in running and judo games. Their participation has got wide coverage by the
media all over the world as reporters highlight how Saudi women broke the records participating
in sports games. Based on their interest and news agenda, BBCA and AJ respectively focused
differently on the most concern issues they wanted to tell the readers. For example, Al-Jazirah did
not only highlight Saudi women’s participation in Olympic games but more towards sports
activities which can maintain women health. In contrast, BBCA tended to highlight more on
controversial issues such as the way Saudi women should dress in Olympic Games, the issue of a
male guardian and mixing with the opposite gender in halls or sports events. All these issues can
be seen in the following examples of news reports by BBCA and AlJ in the form of positive and
negative perspectives based on semantic categories.

In the following, all these five topics and its sub-topics which have been reported by the

two news outlets are analysed in detail.
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3.7.2 SPORTS

In 2012, for the first time in their history, Saudi women could participate in the London Olympic
Games. Before this, only men could take part in the Olympic or any other prestigious international
sporting competitions. It is quite interesting to mention that when it comes to search for the word
‘sports’ in BBCA, it was only in relation to the 2012 Olympic games. By contrast, the coverage of
sports in Al-Jazirah not only referred to the 2012 Olympic but brings the other meanings of health
for example, which related to health diseases like obesity, breast cancer and brain stroke. In other
words, the news coverage around the topic of sports in AJ is more general to cover a broader range
of sub-topics related to practising sports among Saudi women such as the benefits of sports for
women health whereas the same discussion about sports in BBCA was centred on the 2012 London
Olympic game.

However, BBCA and AJ shared most similar issues on sports such as women should dress
based on the general restrictions code of conducts following Shariah law as they must cover their
body from head to toe particularly on wearing the hijab, but both news reported differently.

In this analysis, the topic word of ‘sports’ also will discuss discourse around Saudi women
including their participation, achievement, the way they dress, the issue of mixing both gender,
gender discrimination, the obstacles Saudi women must face as well as male guardian issue. In the
Olympic Games, the study puts a lot of focus and detailed analysis on these criteria of Saudi
women participation and achievement, gender discrimination, mixing between men and women,

sharia dress and male guardian. Accordingly, the researcher will highlight all these issues on sports
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based on two sides, either ?*positive or ?’negative impact. That is to say; the negative situation
comes when it brings the wrong or harmful side to the others, while the value of excellence and
benefit will be considered as a positive impact which will discuss further details in the analysis
below:

Participation:

Al-Jazirah

9/4/2014
(2ol 281 @ s Sal I ,08)
Shura demanded the participation of women in sports clubs.

9/4/2014

(el mlpiall 339 3L (3 2l ) W) 3 sl a3 50 a0 iy (I Tl T3 sl ) 0F ) il s Laly)

Dr Al-Fayfi pointed out that the Council issued a previous resolution calling for the organisation of the participation
of women in physical sport in sports clubs in the Kingdom following Shariah regulations.

BBCA
24/6/2012

(a2l 3 oM aSlan Calasld) osgand) ) Jlay oo wSU) o )
Many conservative Saudi clerics oppose women's participation in sports.

(fdnie Bogmadl (3 3 Il Bl ) LU (3 310 S5l 055G 5155,)
Women's participation in official sports competitions in Saudi Arabia is virtually non-existent.

In general, Saudi women’s participation in sports shows positive development as Al-Jazirah
reported more on constructive sides, as can be seen in the three first sentences in the news report.
AJ highlighted that the participation of Saudi women in sports was highly demanded by the Shura
council as well as that it can be practised following Sharia law, and also sports is considered among

women rights. In contrast, BBC Arabic shed more lights on the banning of sports amongst Saudi

21 Positive is anything that involved optimistic rather than pessimistic, showing confident and be constructive, which
is consisting of or characterised by the presence rather than the absence of distinguishing features.

22 Negative means any word, phrase or statement that shows denial, disagreement or refusal which refuse to be
accepted or rejected. Negative can also be defined as a reverse impression of something such as a person or thing that
refuses or denies or is undesirable, unwanted or disliked.
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women, particularly participation in official sports tournaments. For instance, Saudi government
restriction did not allow women in Saudi Arabia to participate in any kind of sports, and their
participation in sports events had not existed, or was 'virtually non-existent' as mentioned in BBCA

news report.

Achievement:

BBCA
27/3/2012

Loy i LS adlesdl) 2ol ) coljpll 3 pnaly ez ey ol U ol el Led assnnd) OF e s o Al ) L) O Ol J5i5g)
(adgmedl (3 25Ld) 35S b gl (3 g suzeg oS LLs dngncdl 3 ol dmpde Jof BT it aal)
Al-Nafjan says that Rima Al-Abdullah is the best proof that Saudi Arabia is a woman of sports and proud to represent

their country in various sports. Rima Al Abdullah is also the first Saudi sports anchor to be a captain and founding
member of Saudi Arabia’s first women's football team.

BBCA reported on the achievement of Rima Abdullah. Rima is s a Saudi woman who participated
in various international sports competitions. She also recorded as the first Saudi woman to become
a sports captain which highly considered as a proud and outstanding achievement, especially to
Arab/Saudi women. This is because it is hard for Saudi women to take part in sports competitions
and being appointed as a team leader is considered a great achievement for Saudi women.

On the other hand, AJ also highlighted the achievements of Saudi women in sports
activities, but these activities are limited at the local level inside Saudi Arabia itself. For instance:
Al-Jazirah

31/3/2010

(20 S 2S00 o Lol kol Sl gag Slaald S 3Ly 2L SLL YT luilie 3llas)
The first sports and cultural Olympiads will be held for universities and institutions of higher education in Mecca.

2713/2012

& e ag S Uy B ) ST 3yl 2010 oy 3 oLall Lo 2 WY 5155 (3 eSLs wsgan Jol lides Us au L))
(A2l Sl Bpae 505 B Jly g ill (S39mudl SEYN 3y05)

Dalma Mutabakani was the first Saudi woman to participate in the first Youth Olympic Games in July 2010 in

Singapore. However, she did not officially represent the Kingdom. She is a member of the Board of Directors of the
Saudi Equestrian Federation and the first woman to become a member of the sports federations.
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AJ reported on Dalma who participated in the 2010 Youth Olympic game in Singapore. However,
her participation does not officially represent her country, Saudi Arabia. AJ highlights the
achievement of Saudi women in various sports events inside and outside the Arab country. It can
be shown that the participation of Saudi women is not only recorded in the Olympic Games 2012,

but they actively joined sports many times before.

Sharia’ dress:

Dress code for women in practising sports has received much coverage in the news, as this topic
invited many debates between the Islamic clerics and scholars in Saudi Arabia and international
sports clubs and federations. AJ focuses in its coverage on the reasons provided by the Islamic
clerics to defend their strong positions in following the Islamic teaching regarding the dress of
women athletes. On the other hand, BBCA was keen to highlight the critics by various international
sports bodies who disagree with Saudi's conditions on this issue. For example:

BBCA
26/5/2012
i) o Sk p i) 557 SleY mie ezl Pl Ao el L) @) Of ol 3,53 Lol sEY) oy (b o o e ) JB)
(el o b el Y Ol

FIFA vice-president Ali bin al-Hussein said FIFA doctors’ evidence of why Muslim footballers were banned from
wearing headscarves was baseless.

BBCA highlighted the issue of Saudi women football players being banned from wearing hijab

(veil) as a part of Sharia dress.

Al-Jazirah
6/5/2012
(S e of sl am U] fad SN 2y o chatimy o Opy 3Lds¥) (3 )5 Logas Bisgncd) 341y Logee 2l 500 OF g 03)

It is permissible for Muslim women in general and Saudi women, in particular, to participate in the Olympics without

cover and indecency, but some games reach the limit of striptease or semi-nakedness.
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In the debate pertaining the dress code of Saudi female athletes, it is observed that AJ utilised the
religious voices to defend the Saudi stance regarding their women teams. Hence, the voice of
Islamic scholars with their religious evidence have been used to sustain the policy and practice of
allowing women athlete to wear a sports attire according to the teaching of Islam. This is in line
with the local Saudi audiences who are strongly adhere to the Islamic teaching and local culture.
In comparison, BBCA utilised the voice international sporting bodies to criticise the Saudi stance
on the female dress code as it is against the international practice in the sporting event. BBCA
approach in this issue is seemed to be more relevance to its international audiences which are not

familiar with Saudi local culture.

Mixing Both Gender:

Al-Jazirah
8/5/2012
in S dge O3 ey J ) sl e Ty 250 )1 5TU L ol ol agled Lo dlis oS 5l plaxa¥) 1 sl b OIS Lay)

(oo oot & el il ol a8 (3% Balady 505
Would the news take this attention if there was a special women's gym in which women practised sport away from the
eyes of men and under the supervision of a government educational and educational institution trusted by all to build
the right mind in the healthy body?

9/4/2014
s sl ke el Vgl el Y o ol 2 T ol g2 I Y il il s 2l )
(Jld bl ¥ ol pgne & of ez

The sport activities among girls does not violate the purity of Islamic law Walking in a place which men do not mix
with them, or Men do not see them or swimming in their home or school, mostly not seen by men are permitted.

It can be seen that the issue of mixing between both genders, men and women, in general has only
been highlighted by AJ. Most of the news articles reported on these issues emphasise that there is
no problem in the participation of Saudi women in sports as long as all activities involved are far
away from the eyes of men. For example, women sports are only being allowed in closed halls,

under government supervision and not affect negative parts on women's bodies. In short, women,
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particularly in Saudi Arabia, are being permitted to participate in any kind of sports if they are
separated from men. It means that sports on women will not be an issue if there is no existence of
the opposite gender. However, in real daily situation, it is hard to meet this condition as most of

the sports facilities are dominated by men. Hence restricted women participation in sports.

Discrimination:

BBCA
23/2/2012
(Aol iz 3 @ N o ) Bjleg Slin llald) 2dgi Slobain DL e ¢pall 23 k)
This highlights the accusations by human rights organisations of the authorities thereof discrimination against women
even in sports.

24/6/2012

(SE—U ) M\ [ESVeRN) ML L;J}A..J' dg.}aj’ %L}LA Cﬁ C)L@.«QU [NE. )L,EJ\ c.a_u)

The resolution puts an end to speculation that the entire Saudi team will be banned because of discrimination against
women.

BBCA only catches the issue of gender discrimination attention. In the Arab world, and in
particular in Saudi Arabia, there is a considerable gap between men and women when it comes to
sports. It seems that men are the factor that women cannot actively be involved in sports. Plus, the
government of Saudi Arabia strongly did not encourage Saudi women to be involved in sports
even though they are aware that sports bring many benefits to women health. BBCA interpreted
this as a discrimination against women from participating in sports. Moreover, the barrier between
men and women in sports activities indicated the practice of gender segregation which is

unacceptable within the ‘Western” point of view.

Obstacles:
BBCA
21/12/2010

Byl s ol ool B (3 Rols e e e 2l 200 el (g oW 0818 s a3 1 356 3 Jggen JUBs)

(s B0l Wshey 3 SLa e (o (3 2L oladl)
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A ministry official said that on December 8, 200 girls from six private schools in Jeddah exceeded the rules banning
girls from practicing sports in schools when they attended a school sports tournament.

21/12/2010

(ol paas s o Slys shal Sl ol s ) & Ll s ¥ i 3 Sl e e (gla)) aa JU)

“We do not have any regulations that allow girls 'schools to hold exercises or hold sports,” said Ahmed al-Zahrani,
director of girls' education in Jeddah”.

21/12/2010
(e B3z ) 339 oSE" Wes yjliasl cale [Sau 2oL ST Gl aZ sgandl O Bioeall JG)
The newspaper said Saudi Arabia banned women from playing sport in general, as a “state governed by a strict vision

of Islam ™.
23/2/2012

de S o) STly colg ¥y asl ) Taadls adly 515 2oL ) anyle (3 Gisno 0t Olosnndl el ol )5 Csty)

(Je

According to reports of these organisations, Saudi women find it challenging to practice sports in their country. Sports
facilities, clubs, stadiums and training places are reserved for men.

ok ey Bn Sl 3 2L bt Sladl) Ll SO rasy o Bisgandl (3500 Ao jed) O) Bl Audadl) e L ole )

() 3 il o bl e S
"Discrimination against women in Saudi Arabia is dangerous and deep but allowing girls to exercise in public schools
is a good step that will allow for further progress in the future,” said Sara Lee.

BBCA news gave much coverage to the obstacles that Saudi women must face in term of the law
and restrictions made by the Saudi government. Some of the restrictions are not relevant and they
are unfair especially to women in Saudi Arabia. It can be seen in the news reported by BBCA on
21/12/2010 that ministry of education operated an investigation about offering sports course to
female students after being prohibited and illegally practised in Saudi Arabia. The reason because
Saudi Arabia is the country which follows strict rules of Islamic teaching.

Besides, it is such an unfair situation when women rights to join in sports has been denied
compared to men. BBCA moreover highlighted that most of the sports facilities are provided for
men, and just a small number of clubs and sports places are built purposely for women. Indeed, to
Saudi women, it is hard to cope with the situation when they are not able to practise sports in their
own country. The situation became worse when it comes to the discrimination between both

genders in joining sports.
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Olympic Games:

As mentioned previously, in this analysis, much coverage of BBCA is focused on the Olympic
Games 2012 in London which was the first-time Saudi women participated in Olympic Games
representing their country, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

It can be seen that AJ reported on sports by mentioning Saudi women could not join in
sports, but at the same time, they are aware of the importance and necessity for Saudi women to
be involved in sports although there are some restrictions involved on that issue such as according
to Islamic law, the way of dressing covered hair. However, it seems that the participation of Saudi
women in sports was quite difficult as been reported by AJ, who keep mentioning the importance
of sports to women.

On the other hand, BBC Arabic gives most attention and focuses on the banning of sports
on Saudi women. BBCA keeps highlighting that Saudi women cannot participate in sports and
they employ the denial phrases and words such as 'not changed’, 'banned’, 'exclusion’,
'unacceptable’, 'to exclude', 'refusal’ and touched on a sensitive issue like 'lesbianism' as reported
in the news report on 1/8/2012.

Finally, BBCA reported that Saudi women are allowed to take part in the Olympic Games
but still mentioning the reasons behind the sports banned on women as can be seen in a news report
dated 24/6/2012. However, BBCA did not forget to include the proof of the first Saudi woman,

Sarah Al-Attar, who represented Saudi Arabia in the Olympic Games 2012.

Participation:

Al-Jazirah
27/3/2012
& e ag S Loy i ) ST 5yl 2010 oy 3 oLsdl Lo 2l Ol 5155 (3 wSLs wsgan Jof lidas Us 2oy W))

(el ) D Bypze 1505 s Joly dng il (S35l Y1 3)15) e
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Dr Dalma Mutabakani was the first Saudi woman to participate in the first Youth Olympic Games in July 2010 in
Singapore. However, she did not officially represent the Kingdom. She is a member of the Board of Directors of the
Saudi Equestrian Federation and the first woman to become a member of the sports federations.

27/3/2012
Ablgs el 8 (Spidl g (3 aela VI Oasally Olially 508 il clael (1) oladl ale) aaladl ub ) e p il pad CazS” LAl ()
(Wj BE.U inb o el Lﬂé’“ C)L«FL_JJU 2012 oud 8] 3.:.»&5?\ u\;diﬂ 5)93 ‘} SL,U %L&.ﬁ

On the other hand, the report presented by the General Presidency of Youth Welfare revealed to the members of the
Committee of the Family, Youth and Social Affairs in the Shura Council on the approval of the participation of women
in the 2012 London Olympic Games for sports that are appropriate to the nature and integrity of women.

6/5/2012
(AW gt (3 asgna a0l (T il g Y akg ) aimell) ) 106 oser Oy ealeks¥) (3 310 aSjles 0lay)

The participation of women in the Olympics and said: “The Olympic Committee does not support the participation of
any Saudi woman at the moment.

Sports issue on women in Saudi Arabia not only surrounded and reported on the positive side. In
contrast, Al-Jazirah also highlights the negative side, for example, in the news report dated
9/4/2014:

Al-Jazirah

st 3 S b oy il Bl il sl bl SiSlae T 3 Dles o el ST 0L Ty ey Lyl o SUy)
Nevertheless, the controls are put in place, and it is officially announced that Saudi women will not participate in any
Olympic or international sports competitions. It will not hurt them in anything.

It was announced in 2014 that Saudi women were not allowed to participate in any kind of sports,
including the Olympic Games.

BBCA
23/2/2012

Bsgand) SN wogb SLM Buim e gLl 1250 UL g o)l oSl g ¢ Bulgl Bl (o (3 clony 18 ) 3Ll o LS 350 dl3)
(5 dee L 2ol Jls

Saudi Arabia, as usual, will not be represented by women in any Olympic sport. Despite Saudi Arabia's recent
campaigns to defend women's rights, Saudi women's role in sports has not changed.

24/6/2012
LoV 3 3Ll 3Tal) s Bp3gedt 12012 0)
London 2012: Saudi Arabia allows women to compete in the Olympics.

(SR o el oy ahaSTh (39l 301 B Ln i SegSA ) i)
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The resolution puts an end to speculation that the entire Saudi team will be banned because of discrimination against
women.

(Aedaie y3gnnd) (3 A )l aol )l Ll (3 510 aSilin 0455 5155,)
Women's participation in official sports competitions in Saudi Arabia is virtually non-existent.

8/8/2012
(st ol Dlaglons (3 S5 239am Jol jlaall 5)Lu)
Sarah Al-Attar is the first Saudi woman to participate in athletics competitions.

Achievement:

The other interesting thing in the Olympic 2012 was when Saudi woman, Reema Abdullah had the

privilege of carrying the torch for the first time in the most prestigious sports games in the world.

Al-Jazirah
27/3/2012
&5 59831 058 0 SLlgY bl Bmll) LBlas) uBb (b SLES Aol d b die Ly (lS Bisgandl Rl Jlg 2dleY) 2l psd)
(2% 8000 ez 3y cad gl aladt fod 3 ally b cs35nn
Today the media and sports Saudi Arabia captain Rima Abdullah enjoyed a special joy to participate in it was chosen

by the Organizing Committee for the London Olympics to be the female model of Saudi Arabia, and even the Arab
Olympic torch relay, among the 8000 athletes.

BBCA
13/7/2012

(;L:.,ljgﬁﬂ G O Jetex 3y93b 1 laall o)L Lognll)
(Saudi Arabia) Sara Attar: I am proud to represent my country in the Olympics.

Gender Discrimination:

Another example of the participation of Saudi women in the Olympic Games is in this news report:

Al-Jazirah
27/3/2012
U5 fotuy o5 sl o eadl pde 98 Vol g3 des b 3 Gl Ty ciasti) g WYY (3500 oY 5ol 09Sian 3gand 3TA19)
(3TN do et

Saudi women will be present for the first time at the next Olympic Games, and one of the "basic principles of the
Olympics" is non-discrimination of any kind, including discrimination against women.

From this evidence, it can be understood that discrimination against women is one of the basic

principles in the Olympic games. It shows that the organiser (non-Saudis) places emphasis on the
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equality between men and women. The message conveyed is that there is no discrimination against
women as they also have their rights to be involved in sports activities in keeping and maintaining
their health, stay active and be strong like men.

BBCA
26/2/2012

(2L U2 & bl Ao sl "s Y AT ) 32" g Bigand O ohr U3
Helm says Saudi Arabia is accused of "violating the Olympic spirit" by discriminating against women in sport.

Mixing both genders:

In sports, for example, women in Saudi Arabia are not permitted to be involved in several activities
as they must wear the veil as well as covering their face and avoid being exposed in public. It
means that all activities like women being photographed especially by men strictly are not allowed
in Saudi's society. It is such an improper manner in doing so because Saudi people are highly
concerned about women’s dignity and security. For them, being exposed in public and been
photographed will result in manipulation and will cause controversial issues. Besides, to the male
guardian, they strongly concern and protect their wife and daughter's privacies from the ajnabi
(outsiders and strangers). It can be seen in this example:

Al-Jazirah
27/3/2012

OSY) oS s ool e T alal) ool =15 S SLka¥l bl e 01 )

If the women's Olympic competitions remain in the closed halls away from the men's eyes, you do not have (denial).

BBCA
21/12/2010

() 58 Slyle gt U oy Yy ¢ hs¥1 oosnndl a3 aSL STl Sa Y o dioall Siloly)
The newspaper added that women cannot participate in the Saudi Olympic team and are not allowed to attend football
matches.
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Sharia’ Dress:

In Olympic games 2012, a controversial issue happened which was not entirely about sports but
rather concerned an athlete's dress. This issue of Sharia' dress caught the attention of the BBCA
where it mainly involved Muslim athletes: a track and field athlete, Sarah Attar and Wojdan
Shaherkani who is a Saudi Arabian judoka. The first example is Sarah Attar, who is the first Saudi
woman who participated in the Olympics games:

BBCA
8/8/2012

(- o)) ol Slilie 3 a5 Losmw Jol sl 5)L0)
Sarah Al-Attar is the first Saudi woman to participate in athletics competitions.

In Sentence 1, Sarah was really proud to represent her country in the Olympics games as she
expressed her feeling in English rather than Arabic that she had a great experience in the games in
Sentence 2 as can be seen in the news articles:

Sentence 1

13/7/2012
(3bksV) 3 oM ko 35500 1 jlanl) o)l B3l )
Saudi woman Sarah Al Attar: | am proud to represent my country in the Olympics.
Sentence 2

(it 42 s s’ Al ARl Ugs Jass alls LSS Sl 3gnndl Selin) x5g)
"l am here to have a great experience™ (in English) said Saudi runner Sarah in just a few words.’

BBCA highlighted that being different from other athletes during summer Olympics games 2012,
Sarah wore a full-dress coverage following Sharia' dress code and conduct. As BBCA reported in

this evidence of the news article dated 8/8/2012:

B2l siwy Laas ok WU sl el 6055 ag Bld) Bl cdis Bt B3 19 B 5 Slrys moy Li | Lidas cilsy)

(J)) oS amy 35l Ylaryg gl alaST ol ol o
Furthermore, received warm applause then. With temperatures close to 19 degrees Celsius, Sarah entered the race
wearing a white cap covering her hair and a long-sleeved green sports jacket with black trousers covering the
whole leg.
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In the second example, BBCA highlighted the more controversial issue of Wojdan Shaherkani,
Saudi judoka. In the case of Wojdan, it involved an intense debate between Saudi authorities and
Olympic officials when her father intervened in the ‘situation’. Wojdan’s father would only allow
his daughter to take part in the 2012 Olympic judo competition if she wore the veil (hijab) covering
her hair; otherwise, she had to quit from participating in the game. As a Muslim, Shaherkani
wanted his daughter to dress according to Sharia’ dress and indirectly it could be noticed that
Wojdan must obey her father instruction as Saudi Arabia is highly known for the role of male
guardian which control almost everything related to women. It can be seen in this news article:
27/7/12012

(bdksV) 3 asgnndt ookt aeY Ol b o 38 ol jglis)
Intensive consultations to discuss the issue of "Hijab" Saudi judo in the Olympics.

sLlgl jpanms ABblosy wloll masdl "5y lslad Baideg de 2l Larlall 33" OsSan ez AL OF calel s gandl Sllald) =ilS5)
()

The Saudi authorities announced that the participation of the two players would be "following the rules of legitimacy
and appropriate to the customs and traditions™ of the Muslim community with the consent and attendance of parents.
(Pt il U ey 4130 5Ly VI pn G L5 By3gmd) 53531 4Y)

Saudi judo may withdraw from the Olympics if she is not allowed to wear the headscarf.
30/7/2012

(A slad) Ol )l ot 130 bVl SLLLL e ot anl OF (3l gl o Oldomg Bogncdl gaod) asY iy - 0)
(QL,OL.«U e

The father of Saudi judo Wojdan Ali Siraj Shaherkani said his daughter will withdraw from the Olympic Games if
she is not allowed to wear a headscarf during the matches.

The debate about the hijab was continuous and became hotter when Marius, the president of the
judo federation during the 2012 Olympic game stressed that Wojdan had to participate without
covering her hair. The message he wanted to deliver was clear: Wojdan must play with the spirit
of judo and should remove her scarf. The situation deals with the competitive struggle between the
firm decision of judo game rules and conditions of the Islamic practice. It could be argued that in

the sports there is no such things related to religion, custom, race and belief, but to those who
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practise Islamic law for instance, then any act and law could be amended or to become more
flexible in line with the teaching of Islam. The evidence can be seen in this news article:

27/7/2012
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Intensive consultations to discuss the issue of "Hijab™ Saudi judo in the Olympics
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A Saudi official said earlier this month that Saudi women had to dress up for a match, but the president of the
International Judo Federation, Marius Firas, said she had to play without the hijab
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Saudi judo may withdraw from the Olympics if she is not allowed to wear the headscarf
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"The Saudi player will compete in these matches in the spirit of judo without any veil.
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Talks between Olympic officials and other Saudis continue in order to solve the problem of Hijab and Wojdan,
although they will be allowed to wear it during the matches or not.
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Officials at the International Judo Federation had earlier said they would not allow Saudi sport to participate in the
Olympics, wearing a headscarf because it violates the principles of sport and may lead to risks.
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Union officials also said wearing headscarves may be dangerous to women's safety.

3/8/2012
The Saudi veil and its participation in the Olympics is the subject of sharp debate.
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Male Guardian:

BBCA
30/7/2012
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The father of Saudi judo Wojdan Ali Siraj Shaherkani said his daughter would withdraw from the Olympic Games if
she is not allowed to wear a headscarf during the matches.

30/7/2012
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"His daughter will not participate in the games scheduled for August 3 if she is not allowed to wear the hijab during

the match,” he told Saudi Arabia’'s Al-Watan newspaper.

Saudi Arabia is widely known not only for government law and restrictions but also the male
guardianship which dictates that Saudi women should follow and obey her father or husband. The
essential purpose of a male guardian is to ensure that the safety of women is secured. Nevertheless,
sometimes the function of a male guardian has been too controlling, taking advantage of women
and unacceptable. For example, in the case of the judoka in the Olympic Games, Wojdan, in which
her father did not permit if she participated in that games without wearing hijab (veil). BBCA also
reported that Wojdan's father threatened the organiser that her daughter would automatically
withdraw from the competition if she not allowed to wear the headscarf.

In this regards, BBCA portrayed the participation female Saudi athlete by focusing on the
obstacles of her participation. These obstacles begin with the dress code followed by the issue of
male guardian. These two issues have been restricted SW from participating in the sporting events
particularly outside Saudi Arabia. By focusing on the issue of male guardian the outlet portrayed
SW are dominated by men, hence, woman has a very limit of choice to make her own decision. In
comparison, AJ opted to focus on the advantages of practicing sports for a healthy way of life. As

the issue of women participation in sports is sensitive among the locals, AJ avoided from
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discussing the topic directly. Hence, the news outlet begins with promoting the benefits of
practicing sports among SW to maintain the good health. As a result, most of the outlet report on
sports and SW are centered around the issue of health such as to fight against obesity, healthy diet,
active way of life and preventing from major health issues.

All in all, the analysis of topic word of ‘Sports” around discourses on Saudi women creates
another related sub-topic. Arabic news online of BBCA and AJ reported on the same topic of sports
but used their own news styles and approaches. From the analysis, the result shows that both BBCA
and AJ shared the same point in line to support participation in sports by Saudi women. AJ places
more emphasis on the achievement and participation of Saudi women in sports generally rather
than touching on the hot debate of headscarves and mixing between men and women. It does not
mean that AJ was not aware of the good sides of sports since Saudi women strongly wanted to
practise sports in their country but the law and restrictions that Saudi government has made caused
the ban on sports to women in Saudi Arabia.

In contrast, BBCA is more interested in stressing the restrictions that Saudi women must
face and the controversial issues like wearing the hijab, gender discrimination and male guardian.
However, BBCA online news coverage of sports on Saudi women is not always on the negative
side. BBCA also positively reported on various achievement gained by Saudi women in the
sporting events. On top of that, as the United Kingdom was the host of the 2012 London Olympics
game, BBCA provide intensive coverage on the sports tournament compared to AJ. Since the very
beginning, BBCA was hope that Saudi Arabia will record a new history by sending their female
athlete to the Olympic games. Hence, the outlet is campaigning for this to happen as it give a new

milestone for women position in Saudi’s society.
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3.7.3 EMPLOYMENT
In the five main topics around Saudi women, the topic of employment is the topic that has been
highlighted out of many. The top issues reported are unemployment, Saudi women working as a
cashier and selling lingerie at women's shop and these present a negative view in Saudi society.
However, AJ proudly reported that Saudi women also made a good achievement as they post as
successful businesswomen, playing a tremendous role in commercial and financial sectors,
actively involved in voluntary works and many other working fields.

Despite the success of Saudi women in their careers and working in various sectors, hence,
BBCA opted to highlight on these challenges and obstacles. The big challenge is the acceptance
of the society, especially from the opposite sex, Saudi men who always underestimate women's
credibility that indirectly leads to problems of unemployment, stereotype and disrespectful. Many
cases on employment have been recorded showing that Saudi women face a lot of difficulties in
seeking jobs even though they have higher degree qualifications and graduated from universities.
Nevertheless, both AJand BBCA reported on the issue of unemployment among SW. For instance,
AJ reported:
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Statistics show that 70% of Saudi university graduates are unemployed, let alone graduates. These statistics may be
validated and may be overstated, but in all cases, they are presented as socio-economic candidates for inflation. Royal

decrees, orders and directives on the work of women all encourage Saudi women to work and encourage the private
sector to employ women within the framework of Shari'a controls.

23/5/2010
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Deputy Minister of Labor Abdulwahid al-Hamid assessed the unemployment rate among Saudi women at about
200,000 unemployed.
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He explained that 78% of the unemployed have a bachelor's degree.

Therefore, this unemployment issue contributes to another issue of women suffer from emotional
and psychological problems such as stress and depression:
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The statistics show that 57% of working Saudi women and 34% of non-working women suffer from depression due
to marital tensions. In just one year, 1400 girls from their families fled in a society that is hard on Cases like this!

In contrast, Saudi women are not only having problems of unemployment and lack of job
opportunities but also, they will face other problems when they enter into working place. For
instance, AJ reported the issue which is closely related to the local cultural practices as women
face controversy when they work as a cashier, for then she needs to deal with the opposite gender.
In Saudi society, they define cashier as a kind of job which dealing and mixing with the opposite

sex, and for them, the situation is unacceptable according to their customs and traditions.
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The story began when the Ministry of Labor allowed the girls to work as "cashiers" in the big shops according to the
rules and rules of the customs and customs of Saudi Arabia, cultural and religious, which the Kingdom is under the

Kingdom, and then the Council of senior scholars banned this work as a form of awareness and accordingly issued a

fatwa.

Despite negative perceptions of women working as cashiers, there is another bad view that against

Saudi norms when women work in lingerie shops selling underwear and other women’s clothing:
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Shaaban Marzouk shared the opinion that it is necessary to work women in women's shops, especially the shops of
underwear.

In addition, AJ also reported that problems occurred when Saudi women went to work. There are
many cases on Saudi women became victim on sexual harassment in their workplace and certainly
the doer was man. That is also the big challenge facing by Saudi women until today:
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To enable women to work as men in the right places, to preserve their dignity and protect them from abuse and extend
the need for people and others. They are enacting more laws, regulations and articles that criminalise abuse of women
as the weakest object to reduce harassment (all forms of physical and verbal harassment and violence) by some
vulnerable men and adolescents.

Both BBC and AJ shared similar issues on Saudi women, and their challenges face in the
workplace, but BBCA used different approaches in their news reports. For example, Saudi women
working in women's clothing shops are very demanding rather than to hire men. BBCA also
reported on the unacceptable situation when women work mixing with the men different from
Saudi norms especially women's clothing selling underwear are prohibited and raise controversy
issue in Saudi society, break the norms and such unethical.

To sum up, both AJ and BBCA highlighted the issue of the low participation of SW in the
Saudi’s workforce despite many of them have graduated from college and universities. Moreover,
many job opportunities available in the country because of the rapid economic development
particularly those related to the oil industries. However, not all type of work is suitable for local
women. Hence, allows these jobs to be hold by foreign workers. AJ focus in its coverage of this

issue by highlighting topics closely related to the local audiences such as women working as
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cashier and selling under clothes and lingerie which are ‘awkward’ according to the local cultural
point of view.

BBCA on the other hand, focused on wider perspective, hence highlighted on the issue of
mobility, freedom to choose jobs among women and the harassment faced by women in working
environment. Besides, AJ proudly highlighted the successful stories of SW holding many
important jobs at various institutions local and internationally. This is to prove the effectiveness
of the government efforts in empowering women. In contrast, this kind of success stories were
sidelined in BBCA coverage, which opted to highlight on the success of women activists in
receiving international recognitions for their efforts fighting for more rights and freedom of Saudi
Women. Again, BBCA pointed out that women are still restricted from practicing jobs which are

considered by the Saudis as suitable only for men such as engineering and manufacturing.

3.7.4 MARRIAGE

The topic of marriage is the second-highest frequency after that of employment. Marriage itself
can be considered as a broad topic; therefore, in this analysis, the researcher will narrow down to
just the essential issues of these types of marriages that are commonly practised in Saudi Arabia.
For example, temporary marriage, contract marriage, mut' ah marriage, child marriage and foreign
marriage also including other issues that related to marital problems such as polygamy, divorce,
spinsterhood and violence. All these issues related to the topic of marriage appeared frequently in
relation to Saudi women. It can be noticed that in this analysis, both temporary marriage and child
marriage have most been highlighted by Al-Jazirah and BBC Arabic (BBCA), although they use

different approaches and style in reporting news, respectively.
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Temporary marriage

In Arabic, temporary marriage is called misyar marriage. In most Arab countries, especially the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Egypt, the practice of temporary marriage is very popular, even
though some Saudi women see this kind of marriage as unacceptable because they regard it as
unfair for their future. The topic also caused a long debate among Muslim scholars, in which some
of them allow this kind of marriage, while other strongly rejected the idea.

It is claimed that temporary marriage has both benefits and disadvantages in which have
been highlighted in AJ news reports. The main benefit is to prevent men, especially Saudi male
getting involved in wrongdoing like prostitution which is prohibited in Islam. Temporary marriage
usually occurs when men went out for travel, and they wanted an intimate relationship with women
legally. Thus, this kind of marriage is the best solution to avoid men from an illegal relationship,
and it called as ‘temporary marriage'.

However, as can be seen in this news article reported by AJ, the majority of Saudi women,
in particular, are not agreed on this kind of marriage:
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A survey conducted by Princess Sitta bint Abdul Aziz found that women tend to have negative attitudes towards
Misyar marriage. The majority of women, 88%, believe that misyar marriage results in negative effects on women.
83% believe that women in this marriage are more likely to divorce than traditional marriages, as well as being married
to meet men's desires without any responsibility towards women. This view reached 85%.

Temporary marriage brings worse rather than good impacts especially to the women because it
does not involve the responsibilities of the husband, family welfare and the future of the wife as

the marriage intentionally to divorce as it only occurred in a short period. Unlike Al-Jazirah, the
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temporary marriage did not get high coverage by BBC Arabic as it shows less news reported on
Saudi women involved in such kind of marriage. Perhaps, the reason that temporary marriage does
not get so much attention by BBCA because it is widely circulated within Arab societies especially
in Saudi Arabia where most people practise Islam as their primary religion and the issue of
temporary marriage is too sensitive. Moreover, this kind of marriage may not be understood by

the global audience of BBCA as it is rarely happening in other culture.

Contract Marriage
In Arab countries, particularly Saudi Arabia, there is another kind marriage that is quite similar to
temporary marriage and which is called nikah muta’h which means ‘contract marriage’. The
difference between contract marriage and temporary marriage is that temporary marriage does not
have a specific time as it could either last two or three hours, 24 hours or several days and months.
In contrast, contract marriage has a solid agreement of a specific period. Unlike a temporary
marriage, contract marriage seems more secure and quite acceptable as the record shows it could
be last forever, run in a long time like a typical marriage. The proof can be seen in this news
reported by Al-Jazirah:
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"We see many countries, for example, in Saudi Arabia, in order to marry with the intention of divorce," said Obeikan.
"It is easy for them to get married to the people of these countries.
Some said that contract marriage is prohibited because its main attention is to get a divorce.

Another example shows men get to travel with the purpose of contract marriage as can be seen in

this news article:
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Some travel with the purpose of recreation, some travel with the intention of marriage.

On the other hand, contract marriage also has its positive side although it can be considered as
‘haram’ in Islam which both sexes, men and women can avoid from having an illegal marriage
according to Syaykh Ahmad Al-Kubaisi in this news reported by Al-Jazirah:
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Shaykh Ahmad al-Kubaisi blew a surprise when he said that the marriage of pleasure is haraam, but it is not a Zina
(adultery) according to the four sects. According to him, a Muslim may fall into adultery, and he must say (I married
you to myself) in order to get out of adultery.

In contrast, like temporary marriage, contract marriage does not catch BBCA attention mainly for

the same reasons of temporary marriage before.

Child Marriage

This type of marriage can be considered a controversial issue because it got comprehensive
coverage by both BBCA and Al-Jazirah. The reason for this is that child marriage involves early
aged wedding, which has been reported on Saudi female as early as eight years old. In Al-Jazirah,
it has been reported that attention to child marriage was raised by Shura council which the council
took an initiative to prevent the marriage of young women and young girls as the statistic of this
issue increased. It can be seen clearly in this news report:

23/1/2010
Wpdlal) Mgz T8 L) oy i) plybecsypsl) ol Slpnall gss gae s 53l o) § Slarall guss Ll n
kST el ey i) 2iley b )

142



After the increase in the cases of marriage young women an initiative was raised on preventing the marriage of young
girls upon the Shura Council, young marriage is an early warning of child abuse which requires parental care and

community care.

There is a recent study conducted by the Centre for Women Studies and Development of Sana'a
university showing that 52% of Saudi women getting married by the age of 15. The practice of
child marriage in Arab countries, particularly in Saudi Arabia, is widespread and it happened
depending on several reasons. For example, it could be due to financial hardship or to the
requirements of tradition:
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Phenomenon marriage of young women has expanded in the Arab countries, either because of customs and traditions,

or because of the poor financial situation of low-income families who wish to get rid of one of their members legally,
or for financial gain or honour.
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According to a recent field study prepared by the Center for Women's Studies and Development at Sana'a University,
the proportion of females who married before the age of 15 is 52%.

The issue of child marriage also gets attention by the minister which he said that young women
involved in this kind of marriage because their guardians, parents and families give the permission,
otherwise the issue will not happen:
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Minister Dr Mohammed Al-Issa said: The marriage of young women is not a phenomenon, but isolated cases and

judicial rulings were issued on the termination of the state following the trafficking of young, with the accountability
of the guardian and judicial rulings were issued.
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In recent years, child marriage has been a topic of hot debate by judges, scholars, social researches,
and activists because it is considered as such a criminal action against women mostly young
women as early as eight years old:
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Reject the criminalisation of underage marriages because "female competence is determined by physical growth".
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In recent years, legal scholars have rejected calls to criminalise the marriage of minors. "It is unacceptable because

the main determinant of a woman's eligibility is the completion of her physical growth and her willingness to
shoulder the responsibilities of the mother and the wife," she said.

Although BBCA and AJ have a different view, when it comes to this issue of child marriage, both
news agencies are against it. Child marriage is not only unacceptable but rather than that it is such
a crime to young women, particularly Saudi women. The impact of this marriage will last for an
extended period until the child becomes an adult, and it brings a harmful impact on their future
and entire life.

On the other hand, BBCA itself finds child marriage totally unacceptable as it is
considered to be strange, and cruel to the women who become a victim by men in so many
occasions. There is no justice and unfair. In BBCA, it mentioned clearly when is the right time and
suitable age to get married which indicated that the outlet is against the practice of child marriage.
As can be seen in these reports:
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We stay with the Times coverage of the issue of the Saudi girl, who became known as a media girl named Buraidah,

who succeeded in ending her marriage to a man aged 80-years. The newspaper said in the incident signalled the
immediate adoption of legislation to determine the first minimum age for marriage in Saudi Arabia.
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BBCA reported that although according to Saudi law, child marriage is not prohibited, Saudis
government has made a law on the legal age for marriage especially among Saudi women. As been
reported in this news article:
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"There is no serious approach in determining the age of marriage of women in the Ministry of Justice after recent
reports of older men marrying young girls," a Saudi official told Saudi Arabia's Arab News.

There is a case that brings child marriage into attention which it happened in 2008 when the man
aged 50 years old married to a young girl as early age eight years old. However, the marriage has
been cancelled by her mother but sadly, child marriage as part of Saudi culture.

Another interesting news which has been reported in another way that Saudi women
themselves willing to marry 80 years old man without any forces. The case has taken to the General
Court. However, the case did not change the law to determine the minimum age of young women,
particularly Saudi women as said by Al-Dubaibi, which is that the legal age for marriage is 18
years old:
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The case of the 13-year-old Saudi girl whose husband is 80-year-old man witnessed a sudden development after her
mother relinquished the case before the General Court in Qassim to annul her daughter's marriage.
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The girl told the judge, according to the newspaper, that she agreed to the marriage with all her will, which
contradicts her first opinion, as she said earlier that she does not want her 80-year-old husband.
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Al-Dubaibi, who has been following the case for the past two weeks, said the end of this case by a waiver does not
change the main principle: the need to find a system that regulates the minimum age of marriage for girls.
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"A system should be enacted to codify the marriage of young women so that the legal age of marriage is set at 18
years, with a clear and explicit requirement for equal age between spouses.

It is quite surprising as revealed in the news report by BBCA that Saudi women do not have a
specific law that sets a minimum age for marriage on young women which raised a debate among

lawyers and human rights activists:
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The report notes that the Saudi government's human rights body says the girl will receive legal advice to ensure the
validity of her confession last week by accepting the marriage.
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It is noteworthy that Saudi Arabia does not have a law that sets a minimum age for marriage, which is claimed by
many lawyers and human rights activists.

On the other hand, it is also revealed by BBCA that Saudi Arabia itself is organising child marriage
as has been reported in this news:
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Saudi Arabia is "organising" the marriage of girls in childhood.

In BBCA news dated 22/12/2014 reported that according to Saudi's mufti, he said that child
marriage is permissible, and he added precisely the age of marriage under 15 is permitted, and that
number will not be an issue. Saudi Grand Mufti Sheikh Abdul Aziz Al-Sheikh made that statement
to Saudi newspaper called, 'Al-Riyadh’ which leads to many arguments although some said child

marriage is haram, it was permissible:
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http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/arabic/middle_east_news/newsid_8000000/8000341.stm
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"The marriage of minors under the age of 15 is permissible and there is nothing in it," he said, commenting on
statements made by Saudi Grand Mufti Sheikh Abdul Aziz Al-Sheikh to Saudi newspaper Al-Riyadh.
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Opinions differ on the subject, and many comments are opposing the Fatwa, one of which is the forensic researcher
Abdullah  Al-Adaat, who confirmed that the marriage of minors is haraam, saying: "Mufti_the
kingdom_jawaj_aljassar_gues is permissible, but it is haraam, and it is serious if it causes psychological harm to the
girl.

In short, both BBCA and AJ are against child marriage which brings a lot of negative impacts

rather than positive aspects, and it is seen to offer no justice to Saudi women.

Foreign Marriage

In Arab society, particularly in Saudi Arabia, foreign marriage or marriage to non-Saudis is not
highly practised in society. For Saudi males, perhaps the marriage to foreign women is not a big
issue as it causes minimum impact on the social and economic situations if compared to Saudi
female who married to foreign men.

In Al-Jazirah news dated 8/2/2010 it was reported that the disadvantages coming from
foreign marriage to Saudi women shows that not only they were suffering, but their children did
not get privilege like any other Saudi child. In other words, it claimed that Saudi society did not
accept different culture and citizen showing that they are not willing to accept non-Saudis to enter

their life:
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In contrast, BBCA reported the reason behind Saudi men marrying foreigners was because they
could not afford the expensive dowry, which is a burden. Therefore, the alternative is Saudi men
married to non-Saudi’s women which they could waive from giving the dowry that restricted by
customs and traditions:
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Saudi Arabia's youth turn to marry because of high wedding costs.
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In this context, marriage is becoming an obsession with Saudi families as young people get married to Saudi women
for higher costs compared to income levels and monthly salary rates.
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This has led young people to marry non-Saudis to escape these expenses, which are reinforced by customs and
traditions.

In contrast to Al-Jazirah, BBCA has its own point regarding this controversial type of marriage to
non-Saudis. BBCA claimed that the issue of foreign marriage and preventing it is considered as
an interfering on Saudi men decision to marry foreigners, which limit his freedom of choice to
marry any women of his love regardless of her nationality. Moreover, it considered as a
discrimination to foreign women that come from different background:

6/8/2012
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The decision by Saudi Arabia to restrict the marriage of its citizens from marrying women of four countries raised
controversy on the social networking pages. At the same time, some saw the decision interfering personal life of the
man and narrowing the suffocation in the choice of his partner and reached the description of the resolution
discriminating against women based on race and nationality.

148



It can be notified that BBCA has revealed the issue that not been highlighted by AJ yet in their
way. For example, unlike Saudi men, Saudi women face many restrictions when getting married
to foreigners, such as having problems with their husbands being absent, and with the nationality
of their children as reported by BBCA:
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Saudi women face more administrative restrictions and complications than men in the case of their desire to marry a
foreigner. Those who are already married to foreigner having problems such as the absence of husbands or children

have a nationality. A statistical report of the Ministry of Justice 700,000 Saudi women are married to foreigners and
represent 10% of the number of Saudi women.

MARITAL PROBLEMS

There are many problems arising from these marriages of temporary marriage, contract marriage,
child marriage and foreign marriage which lead to polygamy, divorce, spinsterhood and violence
as follow:

Polygamy:

According to the teaching of Islam, polygamy means that man can get married up to four women
at the same time. Polygamy is permissible following Shari’a law that husband should be fair to all
his wives. In Al-Jazirah news, it reported the issue of polygamy in a positive side as can be seen
in this news article:

13/1/2010
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Women are not against polygamy but want justice.

Some women accepted polygamy with the condition that her husband will give equal rights to each
other. In contrast BBCA reported on the same issue in more negative tones by highlighting that

majority of men who are keen on polygamy are those who mainly care about women's bodies and
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that brings a wrong perception on the practice of polygamy to other people as is stated in this news
report of BBCA:

12/11/2010
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The majority of those who care about women as a body, love to talk about marriage and polygamy.
There is another news reported by BBCA that a woman claims polygamy as violence against
women although polygamy has a law in Islam which can be practised if the husband could be fair
to all his wives:

10/10/2014
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She said that the multiplicity of psychological violence against women. It is a law of Rabbani does not need
justification, but it is a right to the man when able to do so and amended between wives.

In another news story reported by BBCA a man was sentenced to 120 lashes as he married with
six women at the same time although he did not seem aware that he could not marry more than
four women at a time:

18/2/2010
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A Saudi court sentenced a man to 120 lashes for marrying six women at the same time.

&) 1Sl JUy ansadl Sl e gdlly CGapall WV dna 3 fon O 4] e aaSS L gl agl) O i) oS3
ly b sl )l e ST gl ad Ay apad Gl o Wl e S

It was reported that the defendant did not reveal his name, was working in the commission of the Promotion of Virtue

and Prevention of Vice-Saudi Arabia. He told the court that he did not know he was violating Islamic law that forbids
marriage with more than four women at once.

Divorce:
In modern life, divorce is becoming a typical yet worrying issue. Many reasons contribute to
divorce problems, and it ends up women and children become victims. In Al-Jazirah, it has been
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reported that it is a normal situation when it comes to divorce, although women and children are
always victims and divorce can lead to emotional and psychological suffering:
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It is noticeable that the society casts on divorced women many negatives; therefore, the divorced women after divorce
are failing in various aspects of life and surrender to the feelings of cruel and graduated with the result of hatred of
the former husband and suffer severe psychological and emotional turmoil.

In Saudi Arabia, AJ reported that the divorce rate has increased because of the social media
networking that causes a lack of communication and interaction between both husband and wife.
The situation leads to social and emotional problems that contribute to conflict in the family and
finally divorce at the end:

11/1/2012
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The role of social networking sites in the rise of divorce rates in Saudi Arabia». The study concluded that: "The use

of husbands and wives of these sites reduced the chances of interaction and social and emotional development and
health between the spouses, causing the family conflict that led to divorce.

In contrast, BBCA reported that there is a case that happened in Saudi Arabia when his wife
published a video in YouTube in which she drives a car. As a result, she has been divorced by her
husband. It seems unfair to the woman, but in Saudi marriage, her husband claimed that his wife
broke the Saudi's culture, custom and tradition:
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In Saudi Arabia, social networking site Twitter users focused on hashtag's "wife-driven" car, which appeared after
news circulated by users about a Saudi man who divorced his wife for publishing a video showing her driving. The
irony was that the divorce came on the day of their marriage.

Spinsterhood:

Spinsterhood can bring the meaning of late and delayed marriage of women. The late marriage of
men is not an issue if compared to women. It will bring a negative perception in society, especially
in the Arab countries like Saudi Arabia where most women get married before 30, and that figure
of 30 is the indicator of spinsterhood. It can be seen in this report by AJ:
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The rate of spinsterhood among Saudi women in 2006 was 2.6%, means that out of every 16 girls in the same category
can be classified into spinsterhood. The results on age at first marriage showed that 97.4% of Saudi women married
at age less than 30 years or equal, and 2.6% of them married at age 30 which would be considered the age of 30
spinsterhoods for Saudi women.

There are many reasons for spinsterhood amongst Saudi women, and the most popular is among
university graduates as reported by AJ. Women who have higher degrees demand an expensive
dowry which some men could not afford. For example, in this news report:
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In any case, we did not find an answer to the most critical question: Is the phenomenon of the delayed marriage of
girls (especially those with a university qualification) true and supported by figures or are they just public observations
that may not be supported by statistics?

Unlike Al-Jazirah which frequently mentioned the reasons of spinsterhood, BBCA news, on the
other hand, focuses on the solution to overcome the late marriage particularly on Saudi women by

launching a project as can be seen in this news report:
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King Abdulaziz University in Jeddah launched a project to facilitate marriage, aimed at combating the phenomenon
of delayed marriage in society, especially among its students and students.
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The project is the first initiative at the level of Saudi universities through a social project launched by the university

represented by the Scientific Endowment, which aims to combat the phenomenon of delayed marriage in society.

BBCA also reported that there is another way to reduce spinsterhood by permitting Saudi women
to marry foreigners:

6/8/2012
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Others said that the decision is aimed at tackling the problem of late marriage by a large sector of Saudi women,

providing marriage opportunities for them from their own country, and cutting off the legal problems faced by the
Saudi authorities as a result of the marriage of Saudis to foreign women.

Violence:

Due to marital problems as has been mentioned previously, there are incidences of violence in
marriage. It is sad to say that women and children always become the victim in that violence.
Therefore, in this situation, women always seem like a weak person, and this perception is hard to
eliminate. Al-Jazirah has revealed a case which happened in Saudi Arabia of a prisoner who
subjected his wife and children to physical and psychological abuse:
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Akaz: Last page: Violations in the court: imprisoned our hushands: The criminal court in the city of Khobar registered

legitimate lawsuit parties tortured women asking to discipline their husbands and their parents legally imprisonment
for physical and psychological abuse.

According to statistics reported by AJ, 57% of Saudi women are subjected to violence:
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20/3/2010
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In Saudi Arabia, according to statistics of the Ministry of Social Affairs, 57% of women are subjected to violence.
Besides, this is similar news on violence by German news agency which reported in Al-Jazirah
news. Another news report on 15/4/2010 shows that 93% of Saudi women suffered as they became

the victims of violence by their husbands:
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German news agency Deutsche Presse-Agentur (Deutsche Presse-Agentur) recently reported a piece of news from a
study by the Roya Center for Social Studies that 93% of Saudi women were subjected to violence from their husbands.

It has been reported by BBCA that in Saudi Arabia there is spreading of hashtag on the
phenomenon "Beating the Saudi women by their husbands™. The hashtag is considered bizarre
news because the doer was the female who is so rare and that is called the 'real news' in a news

report:

30/10/2014
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In Saudi Arabia, the spread of hashtag was reported which refers to the phenomenon of "Saudi women beating their
husbands".

To sum up, the sub-topics selection for the topic of marriage revealed the distinguish
differences between AJ and BBCA. AJ tends to focus on issues of marriage which are closer to
the local Saudi audiences, hence reported on the practice of contract marriage, temporary marriage,
polygamy, and child marriage. Besides, as these types of marriage are mostly practice by Saudis,
AJ portrayed these types of marriage most of the time positively to suit the taste of its local
audience. However, the outlet also highlighted other view who opposed of these kind of marriage

as it does not secure a justice for women.
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In comparison, this type of marriage is considered a ‘strange’ kind of marriage among most
of the BBCA international audiences. Hence, the sub-topics of contract marriage and temporary
marriage do not receive much attention by the outlet to be included in its news report. Moreover,
the outlet strongly opposed the practice of child marriage and polygamy. This is done by providing
voices which strongly reject marrying women underage and marrying to more than one woman.
BBCA argument in rejecting this type of marriage is based on the issue of justice and freedom for
women in her decision to marry someone suitable to her age and loyal to her. However, BBCA
strong objection of polygamy indicated that the outlet was not much aware of local cultural
practices of marrying more than one woman. Thus, the outlet is seemed to promote outsider’s
value to local Saudi audience.

If AJ used Muslim scholars’ views (fatawa) to support the practice of child marriage and
polygamy, BBCA also used the same strategy. However, BBCA brings the alternative fatawa from
different and more moderate Muslim scholars who provide a different point of view and reason
compared to the Saudis traditionalist scholars. Also, BBCA strategically used the voice of women
expertise and women activists to support the argument against the practice of underage marriage
and polygamy. These voices were used by the outlet to construct a strong argument to go against
the local Saudi practices of marrying underage women and marrying to more than one woman.
Thus, the outlet not only provide an alternative narration of the issue of marriage but also offered

a counter-discourse to the local Saudi media.
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3.7.5 ELECTION

Saudi Arabia has its first general election in 2005. Unfortunately, only men were allowed to vote
in the election. It is essential to look back at the history wherein 2004, the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia decided that Saudi citizens could vote and participate in the municipal elections without
mentioning the participation of women. In the news report dated 22/11/2010, BBCA mentioned
that Saudi women were not allowed to participate in the municipal elections which first held in
2005 as reported in this news article:

22/11/2010
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2005 (February to April): The Kingdom has the first municipal elections, but women have not participated.

However, then, in 2011 the decision had changed when Saudi Arabia's King Abdullah announced
that Saudi women for the first time were allowed to participate as candidates and voters in the
general election approved by Shura council and municipal elections, as can be seen in this news
report by BBCA:

23/2/2012
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In a remarkable development, Saudi Arabia's King Abdullah announced in September that Saudi women would have

access to the Shura Council from its next session and to participate in the upcoming municipal elections.

24/11/2012
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King Abdullah announced last year that women will be allowed to vote and stand for municipal elections.

The announcement by King Abdullah brings high impact, especially to Saudi women as they get

their rights to vote and stand as a candidate in the election. It shows that women voices have been
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heard to empower their abilities in many fields. The exciting feeling of Saudi women expression
towards the decision clearly can be seen in BBCA news:

8/3/2014
psyn ysto dny 2015 2 52l Rl LVl Jgss e sl S 502 3p0ke (3 ot Blee e el 3,254

Magad) S e sl o 2 Jshl/ oz (3 S
Al-Attar oversees the process of coordinating the initiative in Jeddah to enable women to enter the municipal elections

due in 2015 after a royal decree was issued in September allowing women to enter the elected councils. "
25/4/2014
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Saudi activist Samar Badawi has known her rights activism in the field of women's rights. She has been demanding

the abolition of men's guardianship over women, their right to drive the car and vote in the elections in Saudi Arabia.

In contrast, unlike BBCA, AJ was more interested in the achievement of the Saudi women who
had been elected as Vice President of the Council of Chambers in Jeddah and as member of the
Council of Chambers in the last election session.
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In the field of elections, Ms Lami Al-Sulaiman was the first female Saudi woman elected to the post of Vice-President

of the Council of Chambers of Commerce in Jeddah and has already won the election as a member of the Council of

Chambers the last session.

Furthermore, the participation of Saudi women in election has led to women empowerment in
various ways. For example, it shows in this news report of AJ:

11/1/2010
Rdige Pl ¢ e 3 islial) dldl a0l 3 o LS Ligas LV (3 dpsgnnd) STU aS5La L)l dsdl ol
sl & LS colzsVly @.&jﬂ\ Obssnd) Oludgld) dp @)l dte Gussrndl Grodigl) s G0y 2 ij 3 Bdenw

S B ) UL e ey (Cpdgncd] ndoeall it 2 (3 500
The Saudi Arabian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (JCCI) has been elected as the first board of directors of the

Saudi Engineers Association. The Saudi women engineers have been allowed to nominate and vote in Jeddah Room.
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The first woman appointment in this position of Ministry of Education was Noura al-Fayez and the empowerment of

women in the elections of chambers of commerce.

25/7/2010
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On the results of the elections, Professor Iman Al-Mugahim, director of the women's section of Al-Jazira, confirmed
that the association ended the elections for the management of the Riyadh branch, which consists of six members, four
men and two women out of four. The roles and tasks were distributed at the meeting after the results were announced.

The spirit of women voting in the election has spread in raising women's support, and women
wanted the media to play their role in promoting the participation of Saudi women as candidates,
showing women the procedure in voting for instance. Through this, women can get knowledge of
the real picture of the election itself as reported in this news:

26/2/2014
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Women stress the importance of women's support for their sister in municipal elections.

Indirectly, the importance of women's participation in the Shura council has brought them valuable
experiences and opportunities to get involved in many areas such as political, economic and social
life.

27/4/2014
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Its membership in the Shura Council and its ability to participate in the municipal elections is a candidate and a

qualitative leap forward in promoting women's participation in political, economic, and social life.
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It is observed that both AJ and BBCA positively reported on the SW participation in the Saudi
local election as both warmly welcome the Saudi’s rulers decree allowing women to vote as
contested in the election. However, looking deeply in the news reports showed that both outlets
view the issue from different perspectives. AJ for instance, proudly stated that the decision to allow
women to involve in the democratic practice of election reflected the continues Saudi government
efforts to empower women and showed that the government are providing the very best policies
to protect their women. Thus, women participation in the election process is another great
milestone achieved by the SW and considered as a direct result of government efforts and policies
to strengthen women position in the country.

On the other hand, BBCA portrayed the decision to allow women to participate in the
process of local election and be appointed in the Shura council proved that the voice of Saudi
women activists have been heard. The success of SW in their participation of the election process
is a result of the activist’s struggle to raise their demands internationally, so that the international
communities will show their supports to put more pressures for the Saudis to provide more rights
for their women. Besides, the outlet called for more rights to be granted for SW and not much can
be done by looking at the small proportion of women member at both local council and the Shura
council. Hence, more efforts must be done to empower women and guarantee their rights in Saudi

Arabia.

3.7.6 DRIVING

In these days, driving is not merely a leisure activity, but also a social need in making daily routine
much more comfortable to go everywhere. Today, both men and women are driving a car for
various purposes, for instance, going to their workplace, outstation, sending their children to
school, doing groceries shopping, travelling, and doing many activities. Most of the women in the
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world not only have a driving license but also have their own car. Unfortunately, women in Saudi
Arabia were banned from driving even their own vehicle.

It has been claimed that there are many problems that will happen if women are allowed to
drive a car as viewed by Saudis. In Al-Jazirah, it has been reported that the primary concern in
preventing women from driving a car is only for their safety and security, as Islam puts women in
a high position as can be seen in this news article:

Al-Jazirah
17/1/2010
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Sheikh Ahmed Bin Abdul Aziz Bin Baz published an article in Al Watan newspaper on the rights of women in driving
cars, stating that "the right of women in Islam is to live with dignity and their right to preserve themselves, their money
and their needs. Ownership and freedom are human rights since birth, and women are afraid of being attacked when
driving a car is not a sufficient justification to prevent them from driving. This is security problem or education
problem not the women themselves. He concluded his article by encouraging society to give women their dignity,
human rights, and the legitimacy which Islam has bestowed to them.

In this news extract of AJ, it is showed that the outlet is using the Muslim scholar’s view to support
the driving restriction on SW. Thus, promoting the religious point of view to convince the readers
for the reasons of preventing women from driving a car. Moreover, it is also revealed that the outlet
sustains the idea of patriarchy of male dominance which highlight the responsible of men to decide
what is the best for women. The issue of sexual segregation also has been pointed out in this news
extract, as it highlights the weakness of women compare to men.

Besides, the idea of male domination and sexual segregation are become more obvious in

the following news extracts of AJ:

160



JSLadly Sl @adl oty WY1 U8 a5 o s)ld) 811 5503 0 L
Allowing women to drive car will burden the parents and will hit the homes with losses and problems.
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There will be more traffic congestion. Cars will increase, and there will be more congestion than it is now if women

drive cars. Imagine how the roads will become after women drive the car? Then the numbers of cars on the roads will
double from they are now!
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"l was very sad about the Riyadh girls' incident, which killed five girls. | was deeply sad by the desperate attempts

made by irresponsible groups who appeared to exploid the tragic incident to emphasise that women’s driving would
cause such a tragedy,” said Fatima Al-Abdullah.

Various reasons have been stated to support the ban of driving on women in Saudi. Among them
the increase of traffic jams and the accident which may cause by the incompetence of female
drivers. Besides, the authorities are highly concerned about the wrong attitude of a male driver
who is being rude to other drivers. Furthermore, some Saudi driver did not follow the traffic rules
and regulations.

In BBCA news, they also stated that there is no strong evidence for not allowing women
to drive as BBCA also reported the issue by taking the quotes of the most authority man that said
there is no proof from Quran that forbid women from driving and he stressed that women also have
rights to drive like the others:
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Women in Saudi Arabia are not allowed to drive the car.

30/11/2010
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Saudi cleric: preventing women from driving cars "has no religious base".
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A senior Saudi cleric has criticised a ruling banning woman from driving cars, saying women should be allowed to
have more social participations in the Kingdom.
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Ahmed al-Ghamdi, director-general of the committee for the Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice, said many
clerics studied this issue and none of them can provide a verse from Koran which prohibits women from driving car.

Unlike Al-Jazirah, BBCA highlights the high spirit and desire of Saudi women to drive cars that
led them to hold a protest mainly because Saudi authorities have refused to issue the driving license
to women in Saudi Arabia. In the campaign, Saudi activist, Manal Al-Sharif has become a leader

in fighting against the issue:

BBCA
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The authorities also refused to grant her a license to drive cars, which made some Saudi women to organise a campaign
last year called upon to allow women to drive in Saudi Arabia.
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Saudi activist Loujain al-Hatloul said on her Twitter that she tried to drive a car crossing the UAE border toward Saudi
Arabia in her attempt to challenge the ban imposed by the Saudi authorities on women driving a car.
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Authorities had previously detained several Saudi women who drive cars and forced them to sign pledges not to
drive again.
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Loujain is one of the most prominent Saudi women activists in the field of women's rights, especially in the case of
women driving in Saudi Arabia.
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Therefore, it can be noticed that BBCA revealed women voice to raise the issue of the driving ban
by showing their courage to seek for justice and equal rights:
BBCA

13/6/2012
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Saudi Arabia: Activist Calls for King to Allow Women to Drive Cars.
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Saudi women's rights activist Manal Al-Sharif wrote to King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz asking him to allow women to
drive cars.

%Jﬁg}\.&g)\ﬁm S.)L:E.g L@J\.:E.S C)U.l:—r:.\:ur{\;\ L;J:—‘L@.:LGQ&.’-L“JW 5.,\?«.» (’jc-“ d\-,‘.-‘&w.é)h i3 Ja-&?:j

U J= as LY 6;.5\ ey V’<”L| Ry — Bl
The signatories to the statement today include a Saudi woman sentenced by a court to ten lashes for driving her car
in Jeddah - a ruling that was later annulled after the king's intervention.

Being slightly different from Al-Jazirah, BBCA reported that the ban of driving towards Saudi
women also get deep concern from other countries. For example, to a Western observer, the issue
of bans on women driving is worrying because the restriction will affect the development of social
and economic sectors especially around Saudi women that leads to slow progress:

9/4/2012
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"Today, women in Saudi Arabia are not allowed to drive the car, which seems to be one of the most worrying issues
for Western observers, but there are more important rights that we need to get first."

Furthermore, the driving issue also raises a concern from Saudi princess Basma that made a
response towards driving ban and wanted driving to be allowed to Saudi women but first, she needs
to consider some harmful consequences from Saudi government and authorities as it needs a proper

plan and urgent action:
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9/4/2012
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Princess Basma bint Saud bin Abdul Aziz told the BBC that there are many changes that she would like to see in her
country, including (but not now), for instance, allowing women to drive.

One of the greatest challenges that Saudi women should face is the negative perception by the
opposite sex on driving ban. The skepticism of Saudi men brings a bad impact on Saudi women’s
social development and indeed in Saudi Arabia, it has been noticed that there is gender
discrimination against women which lead to gender bias and inequality:

3/8/2014
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However, many see on the opposite. They have many reasons for that, including Ahmad al-Shangeeti, who said that
“Arab women do not fit to drive car, so | do not vote for them or trust them even in handling house matters.”

Driving restriction on SW has caused a hot debate in the media during the years of 2010 to 2015.
As Saudi Arabia was the only country in the world restricted women from driving, the issue has
attracted a lot of attention by media globally including BBCA. AJ highlighted both parts of
arguments which support and oppose the restriction. However, the outlet tends to lean toward
supporting the restriction as it is rooted in the tribal cultural practice in Saudi Arabia of male
guardian system. Therefore, most of the supportive arguments presented by the outlet to defend
the restriction of driving sustain the idea of male domination and gender segregation.

Thus, according to AJ women are disallowed to drive as it may cause an accident, increased
of traffic jams, incompetence drivers and neglecting their house core jobs. Besides, it is the male
obligation to protect women from anything that harm them and provide women with their needs.
Again, AJ strategically utilised religious views to support the driving restriction particularly by
highlighting the Islamic ruling (fatawa) which restricted women from car driving.
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Moreover, the outlet highlighted the voices of local women (men as well) who strongly
support this policy. In contrast, BBCA opted to go against the restriction by bringing the intensive
coverage on the efforts of women activists to fight for the rights for women to drive. The voices
of international bodies and human right organisations have been used to support the arguments
against the driving restriction. BBCA also strategically used the religious voices to support its
argument. Again, the more progressive Muslim scholars’ view were used to support the demand
allowing women to drive as enjoyed by many Muslim women globally outside Saudi Arabia.

The most distinguish feature of BBCA’s coverage on this issue compared to AJ is BBCA
highlighted the negative side of the restriction by reporting on the obstacles faced by women
activists in their fight demanding for their rights to mobilise freely. BBCA reported that many
Saudi activists have been detained, fined, prisoned and assaulted as a result of their action
criticising the government’s policy which prevent women from drive. This kind of negative
coverage on the issue of driving has cast negative impression on the Saudi authority and more

pressure to the government to reconsider the ban on women from driving car.

3.8 Conclusion

The present chapter offers a concordance and topic word analysis of the discourses surrounding
SW in AJ and BBCA online news reports. The corpus data has been analysed using AntConc
software. Benefited from the wordlist frequency results and concordance lines, the researcher
identifies five major topics related to Saudi women in the Arabic online news discourses namely:
employment, followed by marriage, election, sports and driving. The analysis of topic words
provides an insight to the topic covered by both AJ and BBCA in representing SW through online
news reports. The selection of certain topic to be included in the news report and treated as
newsworthy reflects the outlet’s attitude of that particular topic. Besides, by allowing certain topic
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to be included in the news report and disallowing other reflects the practice of group polarisation
of the ‘in-group’ and the ‘out-group’.

The analysis revealed that BBCA portrayed the participation of female Saudi athlete by
focusing on the obstacles of her participation. These obstacles begin with the dress code followed
by the issue of male guardian. By focusing on the issue of male guardian the outlet portrayed SW
are dominated by men, hence, woman has a very limit of choice to make her own decision. In
comparison, AJ opted to focus on the advantages of practising sports for a healthy way of life. As
the issue of women participation in sports is sensitive among the locals, AJ avoided from
discussing the topic directly. Hence, the outlet begins with promoting the benefits of practicing
sports among SW to maintain the good health.

Both AJ and BBCA highlighted the issue of the low participation of SW in the Saudi’s
workforce despite many of them have graduated from college and universities. However, not all
type of work is suitable for local women. AJ focused in its coverage on topics closely related to
the local audiences such as women working as cashier and selling under clothes and lingerie which
are ‘awkward’ according to the local cultural. BBCA in comparison, focused on wider perspective
of the issue of mobility, freedom to choose jobs among women and the harassment. Besides, AJ
proudly highlighted the successful stories of SW holding many important jobs to prove the
effectiveness of the government efforts in empowering women. In contrast, BBCA coverage
dropped this topic and highlighted the success of women activists in receiving international
recognitions for their efforts fighting for more rights and freedom of SW.

The sub-topics selection for the topic of marriage revealed the distinguish differences
between AJ and BBCA. AJ focused on issues of marriage which are closer to the local Saudi

audiences most of the time positively, hence reported on the practice of contract marriage,
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temporary marriage, polygamy, and child marriage. In comparison, this type of marriage is
considered ‘strange’ among most of the BBCA international audiences. Hence, these sub-topics of
marriage do not receive much attention by the outlet to be included in its news report. Moreover,
the outlet strongly opposed the practice of child marriage and polygamy. If the AJ used Muslim
fatawa to support the practice of child marriage and polygamy, BBCA also used the same strategy.
However, BBCA brings the alternative fatawa from different and more moderate Muslim scholars
who provide a different point of view and reason compared to the Saudis traditionalist scholars.
Also, BBCA strategically used the voice of women expertise and women activists to support the
argument against the practice of underage marriage and polygamy.

Saudi Arabia was the only country in the world restricted women from driving and the
issue has attracted a lot of attention by media globally including BBCA. AJ highlighted both parts
of arguments which support and oppose the restriction. However, the outlet tends to lean toward
supporting the restriction as it is rooted in the tribal cultural practice in Saudi Arabia of male
guardian system. Therefore, most of the supportive arguments presented by the outlet to defend
the restriction of driving, sustain the idea of male domination and gender segregation. Again, AJ
strategically utilised religious views to support the driving restriction particularly by highlighting
the fatawa which restricted women from car driving. Moreover, the outlet highlighted the voices
of local women (men as well) who strongly support this policy to show that the decision is widely
welcome by the local based on their culture.

In contrast, BBCA opted to go against the restriction by bringing the intensive coverage on
the efforts of women activists to fight for the rights for women to drive. The most distinguish
feature of BBCA’s coverage on this issue compared to AJ is BBCA highlighted the negative side

of the restriction by reporting on the obstacles faced by women activists in their fight demanding
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for their rights to drive. This negative coverage has cast bad impression on the Saudi authority and
put more pressure for the government to reconsider the ban on women from driving car.

All in all, the analysis of topic words revealed that AJ online news coverages are closer to
the local audience custom and culture compared to BBCA. Hence the outlet avoided from
highlighting the issues which are not suitable to the local audiences. BBCA on the other hand, was
targeting towards wider international audiences, hence, highlighted issues which are more
welcomed by the global audience such as opposing underage marriage, polygamy, Olympic game,
driving, women harassment and women rights and freedom. The outlet also avoided from focusing
on topics which are known by local Saudis such as working as cashier, temporary marriage, and
contract marriage. In addition, BBCA provided alternative narratives to the local media (AJ in
particular) in the arguments of driving restriction, male guardian, and marriage. Last but not least,
BBCA support the ‘Western’ idea of promoting for more freedom and rights to be given to women

and opposed the oppression against women.
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CHAPTER FOUR

THE REPRESENTATION OF SAUDI WOMEN IN AL-JAZIRAH

4.1 Introduction

This analysis chapter is based on the van Leeuwen’s (1996) socio-semantic meaning analysis
framework to investigate the representation of Saudi Women (henceforth, SW) in the corpus data
of Al-Jazirah (henceforth, AJ) online news articles. The present chapter answers one of the
questions asked in the study namely, RQ3: How Saudi women have been represented in Al-Jazirah
online news reports? Van Leeuwen’s framework provides a comprehensive analytical tool to
analyse the representations of actors (SW in the present study) in media texts. It is vital to note
that, as the corpus data of my research consists of one type of discourse namely online news
articles; it may not indicate all the categories and elements of social actor representation as listed
by van Leeuwen.

In short, my analysis on the representation of SW in the corpus data of AJ will look at the
two basic categories of social actor representation in the text namely the ‘exclusion’ and
‘inclusion’. This is done by examining whether the SW have been included or excluded in the
corpus data. If the SW have not being mentioned in the online news texts, it has been done through
‘suppression’ or ‘backgrounding’. Suppression is the apparent way of excluding as there is no trace
of reference to the social actor can be found in any section of the text. Backgrounding, on the other
hand, may leave particular indication to the social actor by not naming the actor as a participant in
an activity specifically.

However, when the SW have been mentioned in the online news articles it falls under the

category of ‘inclusion’. If the ‘exclusion’ only has two sub-categories, ‘inclusion’ in contrast has
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many sub-categories and my analysis will focus on sixteen (16) of these subcategories as there are
the most frequent appearance in the corpus data. These sub-categories are:

1) Activation

2) Passivation

3) Nomination

4) Categorisation

5) Indetermination

6) Determination

7) Differentiation

8) Functionalisation

9) Identification

10) Personalisation

11) Impersonalisation

12) Overdetermination

13) Individualisation

14) Assimilation

15) Association

16) Disassociation.

4.2 Inclusion and Exclusion
The analysis of AJ corpus data revealed that SW are included most of the time in the news texts.
Therefore, the discussion on the sixteen sub-categories of 'inclusion’ will be discussed in detail in

the following section of my analysis in the present chapter. Thus, the category of ‘exclusion’ will
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be given more emphasis in this section of my analysis by focusing on the two sub-categories of
exclusion, namely, ‘suppression’ and ‘backgrounding’. The AJ corpus data showed that SW are
the centre of attention in the online new texts. However, on several occasion ‘SW have been
excluded from the news texts. When SW have been excluded, it is mostly being carried out through
‘backgrounding’, which will be explained in the following paragraphs. While there is no clear
proof which indicates that the radical way of ‘exclusion’ (through the suppression) has been used
to exclude the representation of SW in the corpus data.

It is found that the SW have been backgrounded in the corpus data of AJ at least on four
different occasions. It is worth noting that all these four occasions in which SW have been
backgrounded in the news texts all are related to the issues surrounding SW. The first occasion is
when AJ reported on the issues of women prisoners who were involved in criminal cases. The
actor in the news articles was referred to as 'women prisoner in general without referred explicitly
to SW. AJ, for instance, reported:

3/10/2012
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The negative societal outlook makes the inmate’s family, once she enters prison, treat her as an organ that must be

amputated, and considering it forgotten, which leads them to refrain from visiting her and even receiving her after the
expiration of her sentence in some cases.

Since the beginning of the news, the actor has been referred to as ‘women prisoner'. It was only at

the end of the news article when the journalist indicated the specific reference to SW by saying:

3/10/2012
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Pointing out that there are many problems that Saudi women face inside prisons with their families, represented by
the problem of social ostracism towards inmates and inmates alike.
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Thus, the social actors (SW) are present in the online news text; however, their appearance in the
news article has been delayed to the final section of the articles. Hence, SW were backgrounded
in news articles discussed on the issues ‘women prisoners’ where SW have been separated from
their action. It is safe to say that the journalist strategically backgrounds SW when reporting on
the issue of prisoners and criminals to distance SW from negative connotations of committing
crimes and being sentenced to prison. Moreover, the news article itself mentioned the negative
impression being put against women prisoners by society, particularly their families, who refused
to accept prisoners after they have been released from prison. Hence, highlighted that the issue of
women prisoner carries a negative impression among the local society. Thus, the SW as the social
actors in these regards have been backgrounded.

In another similar occasion, SW have been backgrounded by AJ when the outlet reported
on the issue of domestic abuse dated 6/4/2014:
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There is no doubt that physical violence against the weaker partner, whether physically, materially, or socially, is an

unforgivable crime. No law holds the righteous party accountable, not to mention that all circumstances are in his
favour.

As the online news text revealed on the issue of women becoming the victims of social abuse, the
social actors have been strategically backgrounded in the news text. In another paragraph of the
news article, the actor was merely being referred to as ‘women' in general with some indication to
the 'SW who have been allowed to sit as a member of ‘Shura Council’.
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These pressures exerted on women are still strong and present despite the political participation of women in some
positions in the state, such as the Shura Council, for example.
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The only specific reference to the SW as the main actors of the news text can be found at the end
of the article as the journalist stated:
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Numerous statistics confirmed that battered women are more likely to commit suicide and use antidepressants, as

these statistics confirmed that 57% of working Saudi women and 34% of non-working women suffer from depression
due to strained marital relations.
Again, as the issue of domestic abuse gives negative connotation not only to the SW but also
promote lousy impression on the Saudi society as a whole, the actors have been backgrounded in
the news text. This is being strategically carried out to distance the social actors of both the ‘doer’
and the ‘victims’ from the issue of domestic abuse.

On the occasion, SW were strategically backgrounded when the outlet reported on the issue

of driving restriction against SW. Consider the following example:

25/12/2012
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With the continued ban on women driving, we must consider a conscious alternative.

The actor in the news article only being referred to as ‘women' without being explicitly naming the
actor as 'SW'. However, it is implicitly understood that Saudi Arabia is one of the very few
countries (at that time) which prohibited their women from driving a car. In more recent example
dated 24/12/2014 of the same issue, the actor once again has been referred merely by 'women' and
the actual social actor who is SW have been backgrounded. AJ reported:

24/12/2014
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Whereas the demand should also be made to exempt women from the fees and costs of recruiting a driver because
they are obliged and not free to do so.
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Moving into the fourth occasion, when the SW have been backgrounded in the news texts can be
traced when the outlet reported on the incident involving the killing of a Saudi student in Essex,
England on 19/6/2014. A-31-year old student at the University of Essex known as Nahid Almanea
was killed when she was walking alone in the park near her house. It is believed that an unknown
man has attacked the Saudi woman for her Muslim appearance. She was wearing a hijab and navy
blue full-length abaya (traditional SW robe). When AJ reported on the incident dated 22/6/2014,
the actor (Almanea) was merely referred to as 'London Martyr' and ‘London Casualty' without any
specific indication to Almanea herself. In fact, the term ‘London Martyr' has been used as the title

of the news article:

! sl (0 5e)
(Martyr of London) Represents me!

In the opening sentences of the news article, the writer wrote:
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How will the offending commentators about the London murder ask for forgiveness?

In the rest part of the news article, the actor has been referred as ‘Muslim girl’ for instance:
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Why was there among us who took advantage of (the incident) to distort the image of the chaste Muslim girl whose
videos (Daily Mail) showed her modesty?

The actor also being referred only by ‘girl’:

Al skall old gos O — et = (3 g5 oo S Iy sesl i
I hereby invite everyone who hastened to - comment - to pray to this girl for mercy.
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It was at the last sentence of the news article when the author indicated that the 'girl" closely

associated with Saudi Arabia and the Saudi's people:
TJ&-T s&)\ ;;“" &5’ .}b (ggsw J{Jj}zj %gl:’/‘_f) £t sl o..l.@_%

This girl with her hijab (represents every Saudi and me), and we do not condone anyone on God.

Thus, it revealed that the author has strategically backgrounded the actor from the incident by

delaying her appearance until the end of the news text. SW also being excluded through

backgrounding in other negative issues surrounding women such as family problems, divorce,

poverty, women, weaknesses, and women rights. Consider the following example:

14/5/2014
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In addition to the previous topics that were not covered adequately, including poverty, specifically feminine poverty,
women's empowerment, women's rights, divorce, and family stability issues.

All these issues of poverty, divorce and family problems cast negative impression on SW, which
typically become the victims in a divorce, family problems and demanding for their rights. Thus,
when reporting on these issues most of the time the author has tended to strategically separate the
actor (SW) from their action to cover their identities or at least marginalised the important of
highlighting the social actor of the reporting event.

Other than these several occasions when SW have been cast with a negative impression,
hence, being reported at the background of the online news. SW have been included in more than
90% of the total number of AJ news article subjected to this study. Thus, the following section, |
will discuss in detail how SW have been included in the news texts through the sixteen (16) sub-

categories of inclusion, as suggested by van Leeuwen.
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4.3 Inclusion Through Activation and Passivation

The sub-category of Activation and Passivation investigate the grammatical roles of SW in online
news articles. The activated roles of SW can be achieved through three processes namely: First,
participation which involved grammatical participant role of SW, secondly, circumstantialisation
through the use of circumstantial prepositions and finally via the use of possessive pronouns which
fall under the possesivation process. In the AJ corpus data, SW are most of the time being
represented as active and dynamic actors in many different contexts. It is found that activation is
one of the most frequent elements of inclusion in AJ corpus data. Moreover, activation through
participation is the most highly frequent activation process. Thus, SW in the corpus data have been
represented as achieving their aims, working in many important tasks and jobs, participating in
important events and becoming the dynamic forces in the process of decision and policing making.

For example, AJ reported 21/9/2014:
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Saudi women have made achievements and gains at all levels during the era of the Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques.

In the example, SW have been represented as achieving their goals in different social and economic

activities. In another example, AJ mentioned 7/6/2014:

CHEY 0da e Lpaas codsly Meal) gl e 31 LAl BT clas (agmad) ot e Tt Y Sy
As an integral part of the Saudi people, women have had the best chance from the giant renaissance and have taken

their share of these achievements.

Again, SW have been included in the news text through the activation as they are represented as

active agents and as holding important positions in the development of their own country. In
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another example, SW has been represented as participated actively (grammatically) in an

international sporting event of London Olympic 2012, 7/8/2012:

e Ol 555 & cSLs ) «Orgy Rsgnnd) skl e o
I mourned the Saudi girl "Wijdan" who participated in the Olympic Games.
Similarly, SW has been referred to as actively participated in a colossal art exhibition at the
international event.

29/8/2014
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Saudi female creators in various arts have had a comprehensive agenda for workshops at the Art Coffee Exhibition.
Finally, SW have been represented as becoming the dynamic force in the process of decision
making after being appointed several essential jobs in the Ministry of Education. AJ, for instance,
reported:

25/9/2014
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During the past years, women participated in decision-making in the Ministry of Education.

It is worth noting that the education and health are the two sectors where women in Saudi Arabia
are allowed to work without too many restrictions compared to other working sectors. Therefore,
in more recent years, the involvement of women in the sector of education has been enhanced by
the appointment of women in the Saudi Ministry of Education which lays the education policies
for the country.

The corpus analytical software has been used to investigate further the most frequent
activation verbs associated with SW in the corpus data. The following lists five most frequent

activation verbs which work with SW:
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Verb Frequency
Participated 107
Achieved 81
Celebrated 33
Accomplished 26
Won 14

Table 4.1: Activation Verb of SW

The table 4.1 shows the five most frequent activation verb, which indicates the participant roles
of SW. It is found that the verb "participated’ is the most frequent activation verb used to highlight
the representation of SW participation in social events followed by the verb 'achieved'. Other
activation verbs which recorded a significantly higher number of frequencies are ‘celebrated' which
repeated 33 times in the corpus data followed by 'accomplished' with 26 times and verb 'won'
which has been repeated in the corpus data 14 times. The following examples show that the verb
‘participated' has been used to represent SW as actively participated in different contexts:

15/5/2014
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Dr Malak participated in the teaching process with faculty members in the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology
at the Faculty of Human Medicine at the Hospital Chartier, which is one of the oldest university hospitals in Germany
and Europe.

19/6/2014
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The Dean of the College of Nursing at the University, Dr Hana Al-Sabeel, also participated in a scientific paper
entitled.

30/9/2014
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The craftswomen were involved in weaving national gifts and souvenirs through their sites at a craft market in the
centre.
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The following examples, on the other hand, highlight the use of verb achieved to represent SW as
achieving their goals.

3/11/2014
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Rabab bint Khalid Sindi, on a scholarship from Umm Al-Qura University to obtain a PhD from the Malaysian

University of Science in the field of nanotechnology. She has achieved many achievements and obtained patents
registration.

24/9/2014
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The woman took full rights and realised herself in a remarkable and significant way.
12/6/2013
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Properties investors believe that the last period has witnessed a boom in rental and land prices, as well as sales, and
Saudi women who have involved in this field have made fortunes.

In the second process of activation, namely circumstantialisation, SW are represented on activated
roles in various contexts. However, compared to the process of participation, the activation process
of circumstantialisation does not appear as frequently as the process of participation. In the process
of circumstantialisation SW have been represented in activated roles through the use of
prepositional phrases. For instance:

24/9/14
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On the political level, Saudi woman has become a deputy minister in the Ministry of Education, a university rector at
Princess Noura bint Abdulrahman University, and a member of the Shura Council. Saudi woman will participate in
the upcoming municipal council elections as a candidate and voter. On the economic level, Saudi woman has become
a member in the councils of the chambers of commerce and industry in Jeddah and Dammam.
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In this example, SW have been represented as having active roles in political activities. SW also
been represented as having an active role in the field of arts, culture, and mass media. AJ, for

instance, reported 12/12/2014:

Adsadl Blhles o) 3 olsgrnd! ot ey B dmo o
In terms of culture and media, Saudi women have succeeded in demonstrating their superior skills.

SW also being represented as having an active role in sport, particularly in horsing:
17/7/2012
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In the field of equestrian, Saudi women have won many international prizes.

In another similar example, SW have been represented as having an active role in project

management:

28/12/2014
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In the field of managing small productive families' projects, Saudi women trainers and specialised academics attended
the course.

Last but not least, SW also being represented as having a crucial role in matters related to
themselves, particularly in providing their needs.

30/11/2014
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Employing Saudi women in the field of women's supplies, in implementation of the royal order to limit work in stores
that sell women's supplies to Saudi women.

Moving into the third process of activation in which SW have been represented in activated roles
through possessivation. The most distinctive feature of this activation process is the use of

possessive pronoun related to SW. In the corpus data of AJ, it is found that most of the time, the

180



process of possessivation has been utilised strategically to represent SW by portraying their
achievements in different contexts. For instance, AJ reported:

14/9/2013
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It will be a beacon illuminating the path of excellence for women who have proven successful in many fields.
In this news extract, the possessive pronoun has been used to represent SW by describing her
success in various field of life. Similarly, in another example, AJ utilised the process of

possessivation to highlight the success story of SW in properties investment:

11/2/2014
e Sl e e 4y e U T I3 3 358y JUnll B & Lem U Ragnndl 3TN iy

The Saudi woman proved her success in the real estate market and excelled in that due to her knowledge of family
needs.

In another example, AJ represented SW with an active role in achieving their success at the
international level and become the role model for other women in the Arab and Muslim world. AJ
reported:

5/8/2012
ce S Yly Al L 3 s ik Bt Ylte ool 2Ll (suas BIL4) il

Its accomplishments went beyond the international level, and she became an excellent example to be emulated in the
Arab and Islamic world.

The analysis of corpus data also reveals that the possessive pronoun not only is being used to
represented SW with an active role in developing their skill and increasing their honour and
dignity. AJ, for instance, reported:

12/9/2012
A&l )lge pokoie calall 6«:,;\5? 5> A AUl daeld) zal
The university has been interested in providing the student with academic support and developing her skills.
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In another example, SW have been represented as having an active role by increasing their honour
and dignity.

24/9/2014
ey Bl I3 U s Lea Sy BHEL L slaly sU s oo
The woman was unique, and the world praised for her achievements, and valued that excellence and distinction.

About the ‘passivation’ the corpus data revealed that SW had been represented as objects. Thus,
passivated SW can be subjected in the sentences or the one who were benefitting from the action.
It is found that SW have been represented as passivated social actors on many different occasions
in the corpus data. However, most of the time, SW have been portrayed as passivated social actors
when receiving attention and supports from society to become better women. Consider these

following examples:

9/9/2014

Lonart 3 Usale T 500 mte 3 ged cailsh o (3 3t e Blnnal O

The response of the official authorities to the enactment of laws contributes to giving women safe mobility in their
society.

9/11/2014
AR &l&»u\oﬁww»)WMQTL&M}OAWQ\S}E\W&.ETJ&! S
Empowering women means giving them the power through which they can lift themselves up and others like them
from the margin to the core.

19/8/2012
W Liby (3 ) allae (3 aSladly pl s les Bsgand) STA ot g 2L dibate BLY Sl dadia

Thanks to the Riyadh Municipality, which gave Saudi women a space for creativity and participation in the aspects
of Eid in our country.

SW in these examples have been represented as passivated social actors for receiving unlimited
supports from their society, particularly the special attention provided to them by the Saudi

authority.
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On a different occasion, SW have been portrayed as the object of the verb or the one who were
undergoing the activity. AJ, for instance, reported:

19/12/2014
sLadll plel BualonaS RHIAN (3 ) Comteg Beastdl IV (ST 3 Wby b s
Her conditions in the personal status courts improved, and she granted the right to plead as a solicitor before the courts.

In this example, SW have been represented as the one undergoing the activity which allow SW to
enter the court and practise advocacy to defend their rights. A similar example can be found in
another example which highlights that SW have been allowed to express their voice and concern

online AJ reported:

4/12/2012
a2l o5 i)y (gl el b e BT sladl) oY) B by as b Liadl O)

The best opportunity the Internet provided to women was that it allowed them to express their opinions and vent
distress.

The following examples, on the other hand, represented SW for their participation in various
program to enhance their job skills.

29/12/2014
.SM\ 31.4_{4,3\ QLGJA\ J& QQJM\ gyl

Saudi women training in small rural enterprises.

10/11/2014
coldandl gy yu Ospe calll Jle e § o CL';
The success of the gold shop feminisation project depends on the qualification and training of women.

21/9/2012
Moreover, it exhausts the budget allocated for the rehabilitation and training of Saudi female prisoners.
It is safe to conclude that despite SW have been represented as being the passivated social actors

in the corpus data; it does not promote negative connotations on them. In fact, through the strategic

used of passivation, SW have been portrayed as receiving many attentions and supports to become
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better women. Moreover, the process of passivation highlights the great efforts provided by the

Saudi authority to enhance SW in facing the demands of the working world.

4.4 Nomination and Categorisation

If the SW are represented in the corpus data with their unique identity by utilising to proper nouns,
it is termed as ‘nomination’. However, when SW are represented in terms of their roles in the
social structures, it is known as ‘categorisation’. The most common way of utilising nomination is
by using proper nouns to indicate Saudi women with her unique identity. This is being done via
formalisation which referred to mentioning surname only or semi-formalisation by highlighting
both name and her surname. Finally, the nomination can be done through informalisation by only
mentioning only her given name.

The analysis of corpus data indicated that the inclusion of SW representation in the news
article is done through semi-formalisation most of the time. Thus, there is no trace found in the
corpus data, which indicated that her given name had represented SW only or merely by her
surname. This practice of mentioning both first name and the family name reflects the local Saudi's
culture, where most people appropriately refer to a person with both their given name and family
name. Moreover, sometimes, it is also part of the culture to mention the name with or without
honorific titles. Consider the following examples which indicate SW have represented through
their first name and surname.

20/12/2012
g e oy W ey o sl S sl dslo s,
Her Royal Highness Princess Moudi bint Khalid bin Abdulaziz sponsored the event.
30/9/2014
Sy 3 A S Lkl 0T B Bead )] el ) s o e iy 388 3] Uy

Princess Noura bint Muhammad bin Saud, Chair of the Board of Directors of the Handcraft Association, said that the
activation of the Crafts Center in Buraidah will promote more participations among women.
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15/7/2014
pebaly i Bl 3 Aoeabadl) Qogl) LSy anare (e Slaall Lp )50l b

Dr Haya Al-Awad obtained the position of Undersecretary for Educational Affairs in the Ministry of Education.

It is worth to note that, AJ represented SW through the process of nomination with their unique
identities, particularly those high-status or successful women. This has strategically been done not
only to highlight the social status of these elite women but also to showcase their achievements.
Therefore, the corpus data contains many representations to SW by mentioning their name,
surname, and honorific titles. For instance, the honorific title Doctor has repeated 184 times in the
corpus data. AJ reported, for instance:

18/10/2012

U ods ol 3V Ly Ss  Jaadl det iy (s 8551 LAl ey 855 8] Al Spde e by
EASNUPERE

Her Excellency, the Director of Princess Noura Bint Abdul Rahman University, Dr Hoda Bint Muhammad Al-Amil,
extended her thanks and appreciation to the governors of this country for their appreciation of women.

In another example:
15/7/2014

peadly Bl By 8 Boacbad) Oogil) 1Sy aia e Slsall Loa 88Ul ol

Dr Haya Al-Awad obtained the position of Undersecretary for Educational Affairs in the Ministry of Education.

The honorific title of ‘Princess has been repeated 139 times in the corpus data: For instance:

20/12/2012

At JYB I Al Al ey s ) 250 ¢ Jishal) 8l 3V g sl

Her Highness Princess Amira Al-Tawil, Vice President and Secretary-General of the Alwaleed Bin Talal Charitable
Foundation.

30/9/2014

Bl 3 A S e 0T 8 Bai 5] 2 ded) sme o e g Bad) Gy

Princess Noura bint Muhammad bin Saud, Chair of the Board of Directors of the Hira Association, said that the
activation of the Crafts Center in Buraidah.

The honorific title of ‘professor’ repeated 30 times. For example:
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20/6/2012
pskdly olul ) Sl de ey 8ye 3ye0Y) dnals LSy sl dat iy Aabl L J i ae) G55 Ay

Princess Noura bint Muhammad bin Saud, Chair of the Board of Directors of the Hira Association, said that the
activation of the Crafts Center in Buraidah.

The title ‘Honourable’ has been found repeated 47 times. For example, 24/11/2014:

calal) 236 33l g Vly eV edl B2 922
In the presence of the supervisor of private and foreign education, Professor Nadia Al-Tarif.

27/6/2013
o) gl ol ety O] ¢ el plai] 351 IS Bsee I
The Dean of the College, Professor Inaam Al-Qubaisi, said: The National Organization Program for Training.

The title ‘Madam’ also been repeated 29 times in the corpus data. For instance: 21/5/2012
gwlad) (62t L;.c\JJ\ AW oLl as el edadd) s I Oldall o sy
And Mrs. Lubna Al-Olayan, CEO of Olayan Financial Company, the exclusive sponsor of the event.
The significantly high frequency of honorific titles utilised together with mentioning SW with their
name and surname indicates that AJ strategically utilised nomination to highlight those high-status
and successful women individually with their unique identities. Thus, distinguish these group of
elite women from the ordinary SW. Moreover, the representation of these successful women was
aims to highlight the unique symbol of a certain category (elite) of SW’s achievements and
progressions.

In contrast to the nomination, the sub-category of categorisation referred to the progress of
inclusion by representing SW in terms of their standard features. These features are the collective
identities which they share with other SW. Hence, in the progress of categorisation it is hard to
distinguish any SW with her own identities which separate her from other women. Thus, SW in
the corpus data have been referred as ‘Saudi Women’, ‘Women of Saudi’, ‘Saudi Girls’, “Women

in Saudi’, “‘Women in the Kingdom’ ‘Females of the Kingdom’ and the ‘daughter of the country’.
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The representations of SW with these terms make it impossible to distinguish any SW from the
other women. Consider the following examples:

20/10/2013
A BU ATy ST6 BtV o ol ) 51 Y1 bl (3 Sbsgnndl oladlly oLadl (o) s B S99

Furthermore, the presence of a new culture among Saudi youth and girls in acquiring sports equipment or joining
fitness centres and clubs.

18/11/2014

AWers ety ol s e Usgedl e Tl Yis el
He considered it a safe area in which Saudi women can highlight their talents and skills.

10/11/2014
Al e sladly Slsgnndl Cab g ok aslasNl 4L e LAl s ololg) ﬁi

The most important advantages of this decision in economic terms are increased employment of Saudi women and the
elimination of unemployment.

The analysis has shown that AJ strategically utilised the process of categorisation to represent the
ordinary SW, hence grouped them with other SW. Moreover, these typical SW do not record any
extraordinary achievement or acquire a high level of social status, which distinguish them from
other SW. Thus, the ordinary SW have been side-lined or at least received less attention by the

outlet compared to other successful SW.

4.5 Determination, Indertermination and Overdetermination

These three sub-categories or inclusion are closely related to each other. The process of
determination takes place in the news text when the identities of SW is specified. In contrast,
indetermination of SW is much more frequent compared to both indetermination and
overdetermination. In fact, indetermination only occurred in the corpus data during a few occasions

mainly when the outlet reported briefly on issues related to SW.

187



Thus, SW in the corpus data most of the time are represented as specific social actors, who
have been portrayed as undertaking her specific actions. SW in the following examples taken from
the corpus data have been represented as fulfilling their specific actions.

10/12/2012
R E W eV SM s bliw ez 0Ly )l cdeas 1245 ol Jle 3

In the field of science and knowledge, the student Bayan Muhammad Mashat won first place in the world in the field
of invention.

30/5/2012
3.:};]'\'.“ Q‘JW\ C‘L @Jﬁi}“ sl C)\“JYJJ\ o s dozall u'éc"\jd\ L;LG C))\:- 74.:.3}&,‘# STJ.A\ J)T g‘s,sf))\&“ LS'J 5"“:‘:""’“ OMJ
A ohlazaly

This Mrs Lubna Al-Ghalaini is the first Saudi woman to obtain licenses approved by the United States of America to
grant educational certificates and family counselling.

30/5/2012
@ Rdgm 5555 Jol (ogm S dnal QLY RIS L) iy delis Bl sgan JT ezt oy el 55801 SIS,

Lesd g (33,0 lall Ol SusY dreadly it Larglgh gnsd) o0d

Dr Mashael bint Muhammad Al Saud, Assistant Professor at the Department of Geography, College of Arts, King
Saud University, the first Saudi doctor in the speciality of Applied Geomorphology, which includes the latest
contemporary techniques in geodesy.

30/5/2012
S i) e Bl mg M) 3 e 0 B 2 Jol 3 eSls G el el sgand) sbpdll dle UAS
Likewise, Saudi physicist Ibtisam Badress, who participated in the first experiment of its kind in the world, which was

a big explosion.

In these examples, the journalist aims to depict that these SW have the full responsibility for their
actions, hence, gained the honour for high recognition of their achievements. By using the process
of determination, the journalist has specified SW identities and removed any ambiguity in
portraying SW. The use of determination to represent SW in the corpus data compared to
indetermination is so massive. Hence, make the indetermination is hardly existed in the online
news texts. The analysis found that the indetermination has been used strategically when the outlet
reported on issues which cast a negative impression on SW. For instance, AJ briefly reported on

the involvement of 'some’ SW in terrorist groups.
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17/6/2013
Agla Y olebdl 3 lssadl Ll jae Silie p%

It concerns the participation of some Saudi women in terrorist organisations.
It is noticed that SW in this news extract have been represented as unspecific groups. In another

similar example, SW have been represented as anonymous individuals who faced family issues.

AJ, for instance, reported: 4/4/2014

el W) anggann oo s lallally e, Vly JUbY1g slud) Jam dsluy
He helps some women, children, widows and divorced women as part of his social responsibility.
In another example, SW have been represented with the elements of indetermination as they

involve in many issues concerning their daily life:

16/4/2014
st ol a2 e Sl jand 2ol st g bl slele da el GBI (3800 g5 fumdn

This is being done by activating the role of women from the practical aspect after taking into account the social and
material conditions of some women from different groups of society.

Concerning the issue of domestic abuse, SW have been represented as unspecific individuals when
the outlet reported on the issue of maid abuse or worker bullying.

18/11/2012

B 3 Wil ey dgid) Jod desld) «olmboly o lssandl o
Some Saudi women "forced" the maid to carry bag and accompany her while shopping.

All in all, these news extracts indicate that AJ strategically utilised the indetermination to briefly
report on the issues surrounding SW such as terrorist, domestic abuse, workplace bullying and
family issues. In these occasions which cast negative impressions on SW, the outlet has opted to
represent SW anonymously. Hence, side-lined the significant of the issues. It also can be

considered as an attempt to defend SW from damaging allegations and wrong impressions on them.
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Slightly differs from determination and indetermination, overdetermination happens when
SW are represented in the corpus data as participating in more than one social practice
simultaneously. Thus, in the corpus data SW are often represented as committing several roles and
tasks. This indicates that SW have been allowed to join men in a wide variety of roles, including
the roles of decision-making. AJ represented SW as ‘workers’, ‘workforce’, ‘workmate’, ‘citizen’,
‘lady of society’. At the same time, SW are represented with their typical roles such as ‘mother’,
‘wife’, ‘grandmother’, ‘Guardian of the generation’, ‘sisters’, ‘daughters’, ‘home carer’ and
‘man’s partner’, as can be found in the following examples:

9/12/2013
Bl 1l IVl iy sudly oV Linazs (3 o8 3l Gl odd gy U Ol bl e ol S 85 Tt s ]
She is happy to emulate the older women who attended her and their love for this character who in our society is the
mother and grandmother, the educator of generations and the builder of a civilisation.

25/5//2012

Ay Vg gl oY1 e Aol 2 BTN 0587
The fact that a woman represents for one of them the mother, wife, sister, and daughter.

11/11/2013
laa¥) i JUBLYI ey Sl ol delonr V) Lzdggmny Laygs ¢lsh U eand Bmes it 3 301 b 2ad JIy S

The issue of employing women in a healthy environment that allows them to fulfil their role and social responsibility
towards home and childcare continues to gain attention.

Even though the outlet tries to highlight the story of successful SW in their jobs after holding
various vital tasks in the country, it is noticed that SW are still attached to their traditional and
typical roles as a woman. These roles include the core task of a woman as a wife, a mother looking
after her husband and her children. Thus, the word associated with ‘housework’ repeated in the
corpus data 49 times. The word ‘Childcare', furthermore occurred 38 times, while 'preparing 'food'
repeated 19 times and responsibility to husband' recorded 18 times of occurrence. All these words
indicate that SW have been allowed to go out for their jobs, but they are still attached to their core

house roles.
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4.6 Differentiation

The representation of SW through differentiation refers to the process of creating the difference
between the ‘self’ and the ‘other’. Thus, the sub-category of differentiation means SW are
represented in the corpus data by highlighting the differences (in favour of Saudi women) between
them and other groups of women, such as European women, foreign women, Western women and
Arab women. The corpus data of AJ shows that SW are differentiated from other women in terms
of their jobs, rights, marriage and manner. In term of jobs, SW have been differentiated from other
foreign women in the competition to get the jobs. AJ, for instance, reported.

5/9/2012
Sbsgadl OGSl b g oz b danll 2)5Y1 BLao (S dnald) OF V)
However, the university, due to its broad administrative powers, imposed the employment of foreigners in place of

Saudi women.
Similar example can be found in the following news extracts:

1/9/2014
Ao e Ola 5y Sl Y SLY o3l sie s Bsi Bl el 02 (55dl) S5l Comgind ) OV e 3

cobsgn) OF Dl 3, o%fﬁ\ sde 8 Gaiy Ol dmalrg colosndl

In some cases that warrant an immediate inquiry, we find that Hail University has five times more foreign female
professors than their Saudi counterparts, and Jazan University has three times more foreign women than Saudi women.

3/7/2013
Sl ] Wbl W Lgstim g daseal) JIgadl S gpn sn clead) sy adel o plladll s Gl OB

The monopoly of this sector, or most of it, is in the hands of the labourers. It means that the escape of the enormous
sums made by that labour out of the country.

In these examples, SW have been positively differentiated from other female foreign workers as
SW are more qualified for the job compared to the foreigners in term of their skills and
qualifications. Besides, the news report proposed that it is much better to appoint local women to
teach at the local universities compared to the foreign lecturers as they are culturally and socially

closer to the local students compared to the foreign lecturers. This will provide better opportunities
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for local women graduates and reduce the dependence of foreign workers. In return, Saudi will
enjoy better economic practices of reducing the outflow of local currencies to the foreign workers.
SW also have been positively differentiated from Western women in terms of their rights.
Therefore, the news report proposed that SW feel that the country protects their dignity and value
according to the teaching of Islam and the local culture. AJ, for instance, reported:

25/5/2012
WY (CEPV-E dl"' STJ.U J),.,a’- g ;)455:3 g}’d\ iy 2 Olaasid) oRm S Gl
Not to mention some Western personalities who assert that women must obtain their rights.

18/12/2014
el S iy V) WY1 Goim iy 13N

The decision guarantees the rights of the foreign mother and preserves her dignity.
The same also applied when the outlet reported on the issue of marriage of SW compared to foreign
women. On many occasions the news reports make a comparison of the marriage between Saudi

men to foreign women and marriage to local women. Most of these occasions, the news reports

were in favour of marrying local women compared to foreigners. Consider following example:

6/10/2014

el 3 Gl e Sl oy bl e s o o) VW sae (L) i o

The total number of registered cases of Saudi marriage to foreigners and Saudi women's marriage to foreigners in five
years.

The news reports also highlighted the difficulties which will be faced by the Saudi men after
marrying foreign women. Moreover, the news indicated the negative sides of utilising the fatwa
which allows men to marry foreign women for short period while they travel abroad. The practice
of ‘misyar marriage’ will cause many issues for the women themselves in the future. Again, the

news reports proposed that it is the best option of the Saudi men to marry local women.
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13/9/2012
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The introduction of some fatwas that analyse misyar marriage, marriage with the intention of divorce, and other
marriages of foreign women, whether from Arab, Islamic, or foreign countries, while they travel abroad.

Despite these positive representations of SW by making a comparison to other women, AJ
negatively differentiated SW in the issue of health. AJ, for instance, reported:

13/7/2013
ol G alanl) BUS” e 1S BT s gand) (s pllaal) B3LS ad O OLTy

He indicated that the percentage of bone density among Saudi women is much lower than that of western women.
SW in this news extract are negatively differentiated from the Western women for having health

issue of bone weakness. This need to be taken seriously by the SW which can be done by practicing

a healthy way of life as practised by many of Western women.

4.7 Functionalisation and Identification
The sub-category of functionalisation refers to the representation of social actor by his activity, for
example, his occupation or his role. In contrast, identification happens when a social actor does
not refer by his job but was referred in term of his unavoidably or permanent character. In other
words, functionalisation happens when their occupations represent SW. At the same time,
identification takes place when SW are referred with what they are unavoidably charactered such
as social classification and physical characteristics.

In the corpus data, SW are more frequently being represented using functionalisation rather
that identification. It is observed that AJ prefers to represent SW by their jobs or roles in society.

This is strategically being carried out to promote a positive impression on the SW, particularly
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those successful and high-status SW. In addition, the functionalisation was being used to highlight
the success story of SW, which become the pride of the nation for their remarkable achievements.

Similar to the representation of SW by the process of 'nomination’, AJ prefers to represent
the prosperous and high-class SW through functionalisation. Again, the corpus data contains many
references to the ‘high-rank’ jobs acquired by SW. For instance, the word 'lawyer' and its
derivatives which indicate the involvement of SW in the occupations related to the law has
repeated 109 times in the corpus data. For example:

26/7/2012

ALl (3 e e gl sl Jof 3 Slosandl Ll e gp Ll s iy laaal i 655,

The formation of an advisory network, and the qualification of a team of Saudi women lawyers in the first legal
incubator of its kind in the Kingdom.

In another example, Sarah al-Saif has been reported by AJ regarding her success story as a lawyer.

5/4/2014
) Byl il
e b RalaiVly Ol Y deg,all s ooy 2,201 ot Al (3 28U 3 a0 28 Sl dige s
Attorney: Sarah Al-Saif.

I chose the legal profession out of my desire to contribute to protecting human rights by applying the provisions of
Islamic Sharia and the applicable regulations.

The second most highly mentioned occupation of SW in the corpus data is the ‘Academician’
which includes university or college lecturer, researcher, and teacher. It was mentioned in the

corpus data 94 times. AJ, for instance, reported:

30/5/2012
ool st oo Sl i) i ke Pl L Rl SN 3 Kol g L L) sy
gidly polall piall e UM Ays e el Spne UL dnaler 0 pDle

The achievements of private Saudi researchers in various fields of science have followed, including the invention of
a new treatment discovered by Dr Hayam bint Ibrahim Allam from King Saud University with the support of the King
Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology.

194



In another example, a SW professor has been proudly reported by the outlet on her outstanding
achievements.

30/5/2012
WL e oxndss il e ol ui ssew S dnals pslell IS Glmend) Ol iy las) 3801 3311 Ll
Al Ol g SO Vsl flo ol

Prof. Dr Intisar bint Suleiman Al-Suhaibani, from the College of Science, King Saud University, has won two
international awards for her scientific achievement on the sister-chromatid exchange (SCE).

The third most mentioned job of SW ‘director’ or ‘manager’, which recorder 89 frequencies.
Consider following examples:

30/9/2012
Clagdh dall sagdly seez STl e Bt 28l ple pe wgilinn) o LS Bud oy oylall ol
eyt dazilly
To organise exhibitions and conferences at the Intercontinental Hotel. They were welcome by the Director-General of
the exhibition, Shuroog Abdullah Al Mahmoud, Al-Jawhara Al-Abd Al-Wahhab, and the media official.
13/9/2012

AU 095 admy s ) Sl 3380 bl g as 331 S 5 s
The housing manager, Ms Taghreed Al-Suyuti, introduced the housing facilities which has been occupied and some
were not.

29/9/2014
L e L UV I R FEVRCRND

Hala Halawani, Director of the Raffles Institute of Design, explained.
The word 'Doctor' has recorded 47 times of frequencies in the corpus data, which make the medical
occupation the fourth high job of SW mentioned in the corpus data. For instance:

16/9/2012
Slaklly Cllaly wlsldly lepsd) 206 §(5UW1) 3 glasl wlely W e alolly (bls jae das cuy Lge 3550

DY 48y 33V drnlgy 508 Slssmndl o
Dr Maha bint Muhammad Omar Khayyat, who holds three patents for (nano)? The list of Saudi female inventors,
educators, scientists, and doctors is extensive, broad-minded, and intense in their achievements.

30/5/2012
By ayg Y el St 20 1S il s ) e Sl (p2n e S BT sl el 5 bl
ey 3 (156 Ole) idits 3 Wl Lendy Lozl e slaaY)
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The doctor, Nora Ahmed Rashad, who saved millions of diabetics from amputation due to gangrene, as well as treating
the problems of tumour inflation and protecting the intestine from eradication. She is currently working at San Natua
Hospital in Italy.
31/3/2014
A ol J.:—T bt gt 2 3 4)laaaly 358 Jubl anb (il Les 8)sS )
Maha Al-Munif is a distinguished paediatrician and consultant in her field and holds the highest academic degrees.

The outlet also referred to SW by the representation of their involvement in the political activities.
It has been mentioned in the corpus data 32 times. Among them, the outlet reported as follow:

30/5/2012

S ) 3 ) g e il (6y0tdl st dygam U Ll LasTy
The last of which is allowing her to become a member of the Shura Council, run for office and be elected in the
municipal council.

24/9/2014
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Among the participants in those seminars and lectures are the writer Raja Alem, Dr. Badriya Al-Bashar, Dr. Hisham
Mortada, Dr. Hanan Hegazy, a member of the Shura Council.

30/5/2012
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In the field of shura, a pioneering decision was recently issued to increase the number of part-time female advisers in
the Shura Council from six to 12 members.

Other SW occupation which recorded significantly high frequency in the corpus data are Engineer.
(repeated 27 times) and Designer (18 times) consider the following examples:

20/9/2014
s C’ML‘ » .Xxg"liju i A" i o ‘L;M:,,_';U plew 33w Y1 AL S du gl 8393 e o (gl e

For her part, Director of Quality, Chemical Engineer, Ms Siham Al-Khamisi, stated that the Arabian Oud Factory
is one of the leading factories.

20/12/2012

And symbols of women's society in the Kingdom, in addition to an elite of fashion designers, beauty experts, interior
designers and wedding coordinators.
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24/4/2014
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For her part, Eng. Nasreen Mansour, General Director of the Al Alyat House for Decoration and Contracting, added
that women in the Kingdom are a fundamental partner in the development and construction process.

In contrast to the functionalisation in which the outlet strategically utilised to proudly represent
the successful SW, the process of identification has been used to represent the ordinary and typical
SW. Thus, in the corpus data, the process of identification has been utilised to represent SW most
of the time by social classification, which is permanent or unavoidable. For instance, SW have
been referred based on their marital status of married, divorced, or unmarried. Besides, they are
represented by their social, economic status of rich or poor. Moreover, SW are represented in the
online news texts by their physical characteristic of fat (obesity) or thin or disability. In different
occasion, SW are represented based on their appearance or attire as wearing hijab or burga.

The analysis found that the most frequent identification of SW in the corpus data is by their
marriage status. Hence, the word 'spinster’ which refers to unmarried women beyond the usual age
of marriage and carries a negative connotation has repeated 44 times in the corpus data. For
instance:

6/10/2014

Cams ol (] Bsidlly Sl o cpasnnd) £l
Saudis' marriage to foreigners, and spinsterhood, where is it headed?

On the other hand, SW has been represented as married women 41 times in the corpus data. For
example:
14/6/2013

e (3 BGs e L ud 5 il 3Laalle
A married girl may find something to fill her time in her home.

Moreover, the divorced women have been mentioned in the corpus data 28 times. For example:
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16/3/2013
sl o o ala Wy aalally 2Vly domg)ll Bpi Sk 3 ST S g LA OB
The decision contributes significantly to preserving the rights of the wife, mother, divorced woman, and widow alike.

Concerning this marital status, the corpus data showed that 'pregnant women' had been mentioned

in the online news 20 times.

6/10/2014
Qo S0 meas Sy Lo ST 055y as Ladl) lageny ST0) o Jodl a2l aall o png Y Bjpld 21

bl asp ST
For those over the age of forty may feel the fears of pregnancy. The reason for that is the girl's chromosomes change
and are become more vulnerable. Thus, the pregnant woman becomes more vulnerable to risks.

In addition to the identification through marital status, SW are represented by their ethnic or tribe,
especially rural women who live in the desert. AJ, for instance, reported:

11/3/2013
(Bpdly gy JLesdl (3 gl 3 oMy ehall (3 Slsdl e ST Sls OF (el s

It knows that there are thousands of Bedouin women in the desert and peasant women on farms in the north, south and
east.

SW also being represented in the corpus data by the economic status, notably when the outlet
reported on the government efforts in fighting the inflation which severely affected the low-income

consumers.

20/11/2012
Al Sl e o sV b 4 8T A c3g 8

At a time when business people show their keenness on the poor consumer among women.
The corpus data also contains indications of SW have been represented by their physical

characteristic, particularly when the outlet highlighted the issue of overweight and obesity among

SW. The word ‘obesity’ repeated in the corpus data 38 times. For instance, AJ reported:
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17/10/2014
Obesity threatens the health of 32% of Saudi female school children.
In a different news report, SW are represented by the appearance of wearing hijab and their

physical disabilities. Consider the following examples:

7/8/2012
abed) A Timte Logiige OT13) Lasy Uslndk Oty 55 3LVl il (b allas (ke Js

On the extent of the orderliness of the committee's request and the union to remove the conscience of its veil, and
whether their position is biased against Muslims.

3/2/2012
o o Y e anel) sumilly Sl aaaally dle VI BT L (gd S 5y
They may be the widowed, weak, poor, and chronically crippled woman who has no income.

4.8 Personalisation and Impersonalisation

In short, personalisation refers to the process of representing SW by their personal or possessive
pronouns. It also can be done using proper names or nouns, which indicate a proper representation
of human beings.

Impersonalisation, on the other hand, represents SW by abstract or concrete nouns which
do not feature humanly characteristic. For instance, by referring to SW with the means of quality
or part of their body or place or thing closely related to SW.

In the corpus data, SW most of the time are represented through personalisation by
mentioning the appropriate noun, pronoun, and personal pronoun. Consider the following
examples:

25/11/2013
'Og"‘l’)) ug’“;; il faebl tobll by e Oolsal) el

Dear daughters of the homeland: Rest assured of the appreciation of society and homeland.
11/2/2014

b Slg el maas @ ) S8 e cpales line S g (el dlaley (3at b o Lo il
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You (the women) are between a glorified student, a loyal worker, and a dedicated housewife, working together with
man in the service of the sons and daughters of the nation.

In another example personal pronounce has been used to represent SW-:

10/9/2012

AW a5 i ol plladll ¢ ey Wilyy WY 2 Lop 35 et

So that it provides appropriate opportunities for our sons and daughters and supports the growth of the private sector
to fulfil its essential role.

In another examples, a humanly possessive pronounce has been used to represent SW:

26/6/2014
‘a"'f‘jj‘ 49> (3 Q\}.-J-@—L\ mk.J C\Pw £ olaw o cdblg)\ mﬁﬁ w;& (=Ld\ J.gULU ¢ (-M\ (}Lw o qu}j\_&; o Byle Sipes
sk o Oladle sl adly ) SCall dgrsne

Sarah Bint Abdul Wahab Bin Salloum, Director General of the Riyadh Regulatory Foundation, expressed her
happiness with the success of organising the festival in its fourth session, thanking her father, Sheikh Abdul Wahab
bin Salloum.

31/7/12014
DLl sekis ol (3 Bl sl o Tl oS 8 Slonaiall Lnles o 1Sl Lhss oy
Because of her large income from advertising products, she was finally able to buy her father a BMW!
It is found that the strategic use of personalisation process through the utilisation of personal and
pronounces indicate a positive attitude towards SW. This shows that the outlet has adequately
represented SW by highlighting their humanly features with full of respect. Hence, made SW stand
out in many parts of the online news articles. Moreover, the strategic use or personalisation process
provides positive connotations on the representation of SW.

The corpus data contains a few examples of the impersonalisation in representing SW. To
begin with, SW are represented by part of their body, such as ‘'face' and 'hand’. However, most of
the time, it has been used metaphorically to refer to SW themselves and not aimed to cast negative
connotation on the social actors. Consider the following examples in which SW are represented

by their ‘faces’ and ‘hands’.

200



15/6/2013

(hlie 095 Joal) 1in 05578 Oty gl Bkl B e Shiad cagmsms e ) s
Put a smile on their faces, in addition to the psychological comfort they feel from the work which has not been done
without asking for a return.

11/7/2014
Lo ﬂ‘Y\ Lﬁ-’z’i’ i gal) iglaa ]l S Py A dule
Practising crafts and displaying Ramadan foods made by the hands of productive families.

27/9/2014

bl Sl gl bl bt s "0
Craft »weaving the threads of the homeland with the hands of Saudi craftswomen.

25/5/2014
Pt J"”T) A ey il L_;.J._li,, (‘-’JE’ Lslde dﬁ,>d L:ﬂ-ﬁi

It is enough for us to be proud that our food is provided in the hands of our girls, who are confident and trustworthy.

Moreover, SW are represented by their good qualities such as diligent and determine. AJ for
instance reported:
3/7/2014

) Jlsb sagat Al Lehames ) aiidls cliall oo 3lel e 09 Lgzad 344 ade sl

Accordingly, her specialisation is determined without taking into account the amount of trouble and hardship that a
diligent student endures throughout the year.

In another example, SW are represented by her house. Which is the place closely associate with
her:

2/12/2014

) e s Ty o Y Bl ¢ oladl el e gty LT 3Ly b Leile e b
It is her responsibility to establish and raise her children and train them for volunteer work and help others, as this
matter starts from home.

In sum, these news extracts of AJ indicate that impersonalisation has been used by the outlet to
represent SW. However, most of the time, the strategic use of impersonalisation by the outlet does
not promote negative impression on SW. SW have been referred with their excellent qualities of
skilful, diligent and determined. Hence, it shows that SW are being appreciated for their

outstanding contribution to the country.

201



4.9 Individualisation and Assimilation

Individualisation means the process in which SW are referred to as individuals. Assimilation, on
the other hand, referred to SW as a group of people rather than an individual. In the corpus data, it
is found that AJ tends to individualise the elite and high-status SW who are successful in their
carrier and their life.

Consider following examples:

20/12/2012

s s ca e 3 S el Lo s,
Her Royal Highness Princess Moudi bint Khalid bin Abdulaziz sponsored.

30/9/2014

By 3 A S L OF B dmd 5)13) Ll Bty Ogme oy et By 31 Iy
Princess Noura bint Muhammad bin Saud, Chair of the Board of Directors of the Hira Association, said that the
activation of the Crafts Center in Buraidah.

18/10/2012
S oda el 3Ys) Loy LS ¢ feaddl det iy s sl ol de iy 858 ) Reale e Jles asd

.Sw ﬁﬂm
Her Excellency, the Director of Princess Noura Bint Abdul Rahman University, Dr Hoda Bint Muhammad Al-Amil,
extended her thanks and appreciation to the governors of this country for their appreciation of women.

15/7/2014
coadly ARl B)le (3 Al O95il) LSy Cate e lsall La 39Sl clia>

Dr Haya Al-Awad obtained the position of Undersecretary for Educational Affairs in the Ministry of Education.
It is noticed in these news extracts all the individuals mentioned in the news are those elite women
from the royal families and the successful women with high-rank jobs in Saudi Arabia.

Moving into assimilation in which, SW are represented as a group. The corpus data
indicates that the process of assimilation has been done through aggregation and collectivisation.
In term of aggregation, SW are represented by using quantifies groups of women, most of the time

using statistics as the following examples:
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8/4/2014
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2013 g W1 454.3 )

A statement by the Minister of Labor last week stated that the number of Saudi women working in the private sector
has increased from 42.4 thousand in 2011 to 454.3 thousand by the end of 2013.

5/7/2014
sl 2ilis Sblas 600 o 35 Slsgad e %0 70
70% of Saudi women over the age of 60 suffer from osteoporosis.

11/7/2012
(B ey e e L)) 8 Olosand) s %90 of ) sy

It is showed that 90% of Saudi women are not satisfied with their appearance and external beauty.
14/4/2013

sl Olaias 3 Leald Bagen 33 550 0V a1 foy sae Jgis B ale 4 S i
About a year ago, up to 550 Saudi girls entered to work in poultry factories.

Collectivisation, on the other hand, does not treat a group of SW as statistics. Hence collectively
combine SW a large group of participants.
Consider following examples:

5/6/2013
o Bigsieg Ashe iga LT sl L (3 Sptas (@) oy dige b Sbagandl a Ly Ll g Ll ST O
sl S e |8
The most rejected job by Saudi women is the profession in "field marketing", considering in this regard that it is a
profession rejected and dismissed by some members of society.

25/12/2014

Most of my clients in the Italian capital are Saudi Arabian women.
13/6/2012
sl 2 Bl Sbsgandl e S Bl I 5T S OF ) o el 3 ol Wggne Jda) 23, 3301 oL,
el amliag

Professor Rugayya Al-Athel, the organising officer at the exhibition, indicated that the idea came to meet the need of
many Saudi women to display their products and projects.
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4.10 Association and Disassociation

In short, association in my analysis means the process of representations SW by forming a group
of social actors without being labelled about it the text. This group of social actors only exist
concerning specific activity or the social actors are the beneficiary of a particular social event. The
analysis of corpus data revealed that SW are represented in the online news most frequently by
associating them with other Arab women and other Muslim women. For instance, AJ represented
SW by associating them with Arab and Muslim women in term of their achievements.

23/11/2013
alley 2y D) 05T 3 Slsgandl Sl o el Sling SHLEVL agle 2kl g ally Zsgecdl 5T 5

C““"’U & >4
The march of Saudi, Arab and Muslim women is full of achievements, and many Saudi researchers have made national
and international achievements that everyone is proud of.
In another example, SW are represented by associating them with Arab women in following the

current trend in the fashion industry.

18/12/2012
Aallly ag &) Y bk iyl 31U 19T Sl iy ) gl (3,

At a time when the tastes of Arab women began to be influenced by Western and international fashion lines.
SW have been associated with Muslim women in the process of providing more right to women

in expressing their voice and concern:

30/5/2012
g all el Vly SO ot p el Cige o) Lo (24 osadl amy o B3gandly ool 2l STA Bl OF o Shad

Besides, the reality of Muslim women today, and Saudi Arabia, in particular, requires them to show a decisive stance
on all the ideas and opinions put forward.

In addition to these examples, SW also have been associated with foreign women on their excellent

hospitality.
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Each one spoke in turn expressing their sadness at leaving Saudi Arabia, confirming that they spent the most beautiful
days of life here, got to know many Saudi women and Arab and foreign sisters, and visited many universities.

Disassociation, on the other hand, works entirely on the opposite side of association by dropping
any relationship between the groups of social actors. In the corpus data, SW are most frequently
being disassociated from foreign women, mainly Western women. AJ, for instance, reported on
the issue of women rights by defending SW for not having the same rights as those women in the
West.

25/5/2012
el Whgi e STA s sy 09055 S Bl Sleasitdl o e sl
Not to mention some Western personalities who assert that women must obtain their rights.

In other examples, SW are represented as having not the same benefits and rights of those foreign
wives. AJ, for instance, reported:

18/12/2014
Lgal S iy dn V) WY1 Goim iy 13N
The decision guarantees the rights of the foreign mother and preserves her dignity.
6/10/2014
el 3 bl e Sl Hlagy Sl e Cudsand Zlod o) SV sae (L) i o

As the total number of registered cases of Saudi marriage to foreigners and Saudi women's marriage to foreigners in
five years.

SW, mainly the working women are represented in the corpus data as having different
circumstances compared to men. AJ, for instance, reported.

21/9/2014
b Jl ) WUy 25l 23Ul SLsgand) Wlas o¥ome a6 )

It will not only absorb the rising unemployment rates of Saudi women compared to that of men.
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23/4/2014
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Furthermore, securing a suitable environment for her and equating her with employment with men in a manner
befitting her capabilities and preserving her dignity.

To sum up, the analysis of corpus data revealed that the outlet has strategically utilised the
process of association and disassociation to represent SW in the online news articles positively.
Most of the time SW are associated with other Arab and Muslim women in term of their
outstanding achievements in various field, including holding important jobs in the region.
Disassociation, on the other hand, has been strategically utilised to highlight the uniqueness of SW
which make them differ from other (particularly the Western Women) in term of their culture,
belief, and rights. Moreover, SW need special attention by the authority in promoting them to
actively involved in the working environment. This is strongly linking to the notion of male
guardian system which emphasises on the role of men for not only looking after women but also
protecting supporting and safeguarding them from any harm. However, the system has been

criticised for restricting women of making their choice and limiting their movement.

4.11 Conclusion

Utilising van Leeuwen’s socio-semantic meaning analysis framework, the present chapter
answered the research question of RQ3: How Saudi women have been represented in Al-Jazirah
online news reports? The analysis looked deeply at the two basic categories of social actor
representation in the text: the ‘exclusion’ and ‘inclusion’. This is done by examining whether the
SW have been included or excluded in the corpus data. It is found that when SW have not been

mentioned in the online news texts, it has been done through 'backgrounding’. Backgrounding may
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leave particular indication to the social actor by not naming the actor as a participant in an activity
specifically.

However, when the SW have been mentioned in the online news articles it falls under the
category of ‘inclusion’ through the process included in one the ‘inclusion’ sub-categories. My
analysis revealed that there are sixteen (16) subcategories of ‘inclusion’ which are the most
frequent appearance in the corpus data. Among them: Activation, Passivation, Nomination,
Categorisation, Indetermination, Determination, Differentiation and Functionalisation.

In the AJ corpus data, SW are most of the time being represented as active and dynamic
actors in many different contexts. Hence, showed that activation is one of the most frequent
elements of inclusion in AJ corpus data. Moreover, activation through participation is the most
highly frequent activation process. SW in the corpus data have been represented as achieving their
aims, working in many important tasks and jobs, participating in important events and becoming
the dynamic forces in the process of decision and policing making. In term of ‘passivation’ the
corpus data revealed that SW had been represented as objects or the one who were benefitting from
the action. It is found that SW have been represented as passivated social actors when receiving
attention and supports from society to become better women.

Besides, the corpus data indicated that the inclusion of SW representation in the news
article is done through semi-formalisation most of the time. Thus, there is no trace can be found in
the corpus data, which indicated that her given name had represented SW only or merely by her
surname. This practice of mentioning both first name and the family name reflects the local Saudi's
culture, where most people appropriately refer to a person with both their given name and family

name. Also, AJ represented SW through the process of nomination with their unique identities,
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particularly those high-status or successful women. This has strategically been done not only to
highlight the social status of these elite women but also to showcase their achievements.

SW in AJ corpus data most of the time are represented as specific social actors, who have
been portrayed as undertaking her specific actions. By using the process of determination, AJ has
specified SW identities and removed any ambiguity in portraying SW. The use of determination
to represent SW in the corpus data compared to indetermination is so massive. Hence, make the
indetermination is hardly existed in the online news texts.

In the corpus data, SW are more frequently being represented using functionalisation rather
than identification. It is observed that AJ prefers to represent SW by their jobs or roles in society.
This is strategically being carried out to promote a positive impression on the SW, particularly
those successful and high-status SW. However, as SW are restricted to work in several working
sectors such as education and health, it is found that most of the jobs associated with SW are
coming from these two sectors. Thus, it is hard to find any indication of women jobs outside the
sectors which they are allowed to work for. Similar to the representation of SW by the process of
'nomination’, AJ prefers to represent the prosperous and high-class SW through functionalisation.
Again, the corpus data contains many references to the ‘high-rank’ jobs acquired by SW. In the
same vein, individualisation means the process in which SW are referred to as individuals.
Assimilation, on the other hand, referred to SW as a group of people rather than an individual. In
the corpus data, it is found that AJ tends to individualise the elite and high-status SW who are
successful in their career and their life. While the typical SW are represented using the process of
assimilation.

In term of ‘differentiation’ in which SW are represented in the corpus data by highlighting

the differences between them and other groups of women, such as European Women, foreign
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women, Western women and Arab women. The corpus data of AJ shows that SW are differentiated
from other women in terms of their jobs, rights, marriage and manner compared to other women.
In some of the cases, the news reports indicated a form of racism in favors of SW over other
women. Hence, the outlet constructed SW as unique and superior group of women compared to
others.

The analysis of corpus data revealed that SW are represented in the online news most
frequently by associating them with other Arab women and other Muslim women mainly because
it is conveniently suiting them. For instance, AJ represented SW by associating them with Arab
and Muslim women in term of their achievements. Disassociation, on the other hand, works
entirely on the opposite side of association by dropping any relationship between the groups of
social actors. In the corpus data, SW are most frequently being disassociated from foreign women,
mainly Western women mainly due to the huge differences between them in term of social, culture,
customs, and religion.

Moreover, the outlet has strategically utilised the process of association and disassociation
to represent SW in the online news articles positively. Most of the time SW are associated with
other Arab and Muslim women in term of their outstanding achievements in various fields,
including holding important jobs in the region. Disassociation, on the other hand, has been
strategically utilised to highlight the uniqueness and superiority of SW which make them differ
from other (particularly the Western Women) in term of their culture, belief, and rights. Moreover,
SW need special attention by the authority in promoting them to actively involved in the working

environment.
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CHAPTER FIVE

THE REPRESENTATION OF SAUDI WOMEN IN BBC ARABIC

5.1 Introduction
After presenting the analysis results of Saudi women (henceforth, SW) representation in Al-Jazirah
(henceforth, AJ), my analysis in the present chapter will focus on the representation SW in BBC
Arabic (henceforth, BBCA). Thus, my discussion in Chapter Five is closely related to the previous
discussion in Chapter Four. Similar to Chapter Four, the present chapter answers one of the
questions asked in the study namely, RQ3: How Saudi women have been represented in BBC
Arabic online news reports? In presenting the representation of SW in BBCA, | will make a
comparison with the same representation of SW in AJ. Hence, my discussion in the present chapter
not only list out the representation of SW in BBCA but also highlight the similarities and
differences between the outlet and AJ in the portraying SW. Utilising van Leeuwen’s (1996)
analytical framework, my discussion on BBCA representation of SW will focus on the two basic
categories of social actor representation termed as the ‘exclusion’ and ‘inclusion’. Following that,
the discussion under the second category of ‘inclusion’ will be expanded into another sixteen (16)
sub-categories as it recorded the most significant frequent in the corpus data of BBCA.
These sub-categories of ‘inclusion’ are:

1) Activation

2) Passivation

3) Nomination

4) Categorisation

5) Indetermination
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6) Determination

7) Differentiation

8) Functionalisation
9) Identification

10) Personalisation
11) Impersonalisation
12) Overdetermination
13) Individualisation
14) Assimilation

15) Association

16) Disassociation.

It is worth to note that, my discussion on the representation of SW in AJ (in Chapter Four) also
centred around the same two basic categories of ‘exclusion’ and ‘inclusion’ as well as the sixteen
(16) sub-categories of ‘inclusion’. Therefore, it is much easier to compare between the two outlets
in their representation of SW and will result in a much more precise and fairer comparison between

them.

5.2 Inclusion and exclusion

My discussion on the representation of SW in BBCA begins with the two essentials social actor
representation categories as lined by Leeuwen, namely the 'inclusion’ and 'exclusion’. Under these
two categories, | examine whether SW have been mentioned (inclusion) or not (exclusion) in the

online news of BBCA. Thus, the analysis of BBCA corpus data shows that most of the time SW
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are included and being mentioned in the online news texts. The same result has been found in the
analysis of AJ corpus data. The ‘inclusion’ of SW in BBCA corpus data fall in at least one of the
sixteen sub-categories of ‘inclusion’ which also the same sub-categories applied to AJ corpus data.
Therefore, my discussion on the two categories of ‘inclusion’ and ‘exclusion’ will concentrate
more on the ‘exclusion’ will be given more emphasis in the following section which centred on
the category of ‘inclusion’ and its sixteen (16) sub-categories.

Similar to the representation of SW in AJ, SW are the centre of discussion in most of the
BBCA corpus data. Despite, most of the BBCA news articles clearly mentioned about SW, on
several occasion ‘SW’ have been strategically excluded from the news articles. '‘Backgrounding' is
the most common way of SW exclusion in the new texts, whereas there is no clear indication which
suggests that the ‘suppression’ has been used to erase any indication of SW in the corpus data.
Hence, BBCA and AJ have avoided using the radical way of 'exclusion’ in the representation of
SW. However, it is noticed that SW are being backgrounded by BBCA more frequently compared
to AJ. This is to say, BBCA corpus data contains a higher number of news articles which
background SW compared to AJ (98 articles compared to only 20 news texts in AJ).

BBCA corpus data reveals that SW have been backgrounded when the outlet reported on
the issues surrounding SW which promote negative connotations on SW themselves. For instance,
SW, as the main social actors reported in the news article dated 30/10/2014, have been
backgrounded since the beginning of news text. Instead of referring specifically to the SW, the
author opted to generally refer to Arab women at the beginning of the news text. For instance, the

news stated:
cFlear Y Lt (3 "ahaal)” o il Gl BN 800w B dlally Byl 2DV il e ST) O LS OF 8

However, it is noticeable that many Arab and international media outlets present the image of the "victim" or "weak"
Arab woman in her social environment.
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However, the reference of the social actor started to change when entering the body text as the

author started to indicate more specific social actor of the event reported in the news.

Aol ol el Rads SV (3 bl L il (3 Jan <5 L Se sgandl (3 el BTG
For example, Arab women in Saudi Arabia are still working at the bottom of the career ladder in traditional fields such
as education or health.

Ultimately, the direct reference to SW has been made at the two last paragraphs of the text which
highlighted the obstacles faced by working women in Saudi Arabia and the issue of women

participation in political activities in the kingdom. For example:

el Blasll 3810l A BSlae Ol e Aalll 3l e 35S Csliae (3l Eogendl 3 Al 3T

Working women in Saudi Arabia suffer many difficulties, while the state suffers from the absence of real participation
of women in the political process.

Thus, it is evidence that SW have been backgrounded when BBCA reported on the issue of gender
bias and mistreatment of women in Saudi Arabia. This is being done by strategically delaying the
reference to the social actors. Hence, SW are separated from their action.
BBCA has used a similar strategy in reporting the issue of driving restriction against SW. The SW,
as the social actors in the text, have only been made a specific reference at the final part of the
news text. BBCA, for instance, reported:
18/12/2013

Al 3 Ol Bl o Bag 21 ag padl Tl SUM Legarls ) Al SISl HL
Arab women who are deprived of driving cars in Saudi Arabia face various problems today.
In another news report dated 13/6/2012, the reader needs to wait until the final section of the news
text to discover the information on the social actors of the event reported in the news. This had
happened when the outlet reported on the punishment received by a Saudi woman who has been
found driving a car in the city of Jeddah. Her action is against the restriction of driving enforced

in Saudi Arabia on their women. BBCA reported:

213



b 3 Bl B3Lk Lpaldd Sl i oS i Lede CoS Bidgae Sl po) by o Cpndsl) 2B a2y
B

The list of signatories to today's statement includes a Saudi woman who was sentenced by a court to ten lashes for
driving her car in Jeddah.

It is noticed from the news extract that the author generally reported on ‘a Saudi woman’ using an
unspecific noun without mentioning name or surname. This is being done despite the woman who
drove the car mentioned in the news is from the Saudi upper class. However, as her action carries
negative connotation, her identity has been silenced in the news report. This practice is in the
opposite direction of the mentioning specific identity of social actors from the high-class families

which recorded great achievement in their live as discussed previously in Chapter Four.

SW also have been background by BBCA when the outlet reported on the use of social media such
as Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube among SW. The journalist only made an apparent reference
to the social actors in the final part of his news article.

18/12/2014
B M sl] 3 LA Bdgmes s gy i Cade  sla V) folsdll fBes gadsiins sl
YouTube users were interested in a video showing a Saudi woman participating in the revival of weddings.

In the same vein, the news report dated 12/6/2014 only specifically mentioned about Saudi Arabia

and SW and the final part of the news report:
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In Saudi Arabia, users of the social media were interested in a news report by the Saudi newspaper, Al-Riyadh. It
reported about the start of work for female officers in the passport department for the women’s counters at King Abdul
Aziz airport.

BT & 3gmall e ekl Wlay oldl e sde i elx) s8] (3 ghes Ll s Oldsand | Bhoall iy
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The newspaper published pictures of Saudi women who are continuing their work in finalising the travel procedure
for a number of women in the airport hall, a photo that aroused the approval of many Twitter users, especially women.

The specific reference to SW is made after the first part of the news generally mentioned about

social media users in the Arab region as stated in the following news extract:

Bler & el Sl Jo @l shae Llab ( plaYI ol wdlgs (3 Jamll illy il L5 e g
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The BBC trend gathers popular and controversial trend in social networking sites, many issues dominated the
comments of users on social networking sites in the Arab region, perhaps the most prominent of them.

Thus, the news extracts which indicate that the social actor (Saudi women) has been strategically
backgrounded in the news report at least at the beginning of the report. The specific reference to
the social actor which only came at the final section of the news provides the reader with important
information about the social actors referred to in the text. Most of the time, SW are separated from
their action in this news reported, except at the final paragraph of the text.

SW as the main social actors in the news report by BBCA dated 31/7/2012 also have been
backgrounded. This had happened when the outlet reported on the negative reputation of Saudi
female athletes during the 2012 London Olympic game. Instead of specifically mentioning about
Saudi female athlete BBCA report begins with a general introduction which referred to Arab

female athletes a whole:

b Bl i) ) e rendly lakgV) 3 OB 33 3 ol olob ) b
Arab female athletes hope to achieve achievements in the Olympics and to improve the poor results compared to men.

Again, the reader needs to read through the news article until the final part of the article, in which
the journalist makes a specific reference to SW after having been backgrounded since the opening

sentences of the news text.
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Wijdan Shahrkhani, a Saudi judo player, was widely covered for being the first Saudi woman to participate in the
Olympiad. Her participation while wearing a headscarf was rejected by the International Judo Federation and then she

was allowed to participate provided she wears a special head covering. However, her Olympic participation was short-
lived and she lost her first match.

This is closely related to the restriction of Saudi female athletes from joining their male athletes in
many international sporting tournaments, including the 2012 London Olympic game. Moreover, a
few numbers of female athletes have participated in the Olympic game, but they failed to perform
well mainly due to lack of preparation before the tournament.

Last but not least, BBCA strategically backgrounds the social actor when reporting on the
victim of unjust practices against women in Saudi Arabia. The main reason is to protect the identity
of the victim, which may put her in danger or facing any negative consequences as the result of
disclosing her story. BBCA, for instance, reported on a story of the girl known only as "Fatimah"
which fall a victim for the enforcement of male guardian law in Saudi Arabia.

25/1/2012
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Many considered that Fatima's case emphasised the need to review the guardianship system for women, and an
example of what the current situation could lead to in terms of family problems.

At the final part of the news text, the author indicates that the story takes place in Saudi Arabia
and received attention from many Saudis.
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The issue of amending the male guardianship system over women is one of the thorny issues in Saudi Arabia due to
the clear polarisation in this issue between the conservative and liberal current in the country.
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Hence, it shows the social actor has been background throughout the text up until the last section
of the news. After the author has indicated that the event take place in Saudi Arabia in the final
part of his news, the reader can only understand that the issue reported in the article is related to
SW.

Slightly differ from AJ, BBCA strategically utilised ‘backgrounding’ to report on SW
achievements as well as their involvement in ‘new’ activities which are previously unfamiliar with
SW. On the achievement of SW BBCA reported in a news report which begin without directly
mentioning SW as the main social actors in the text:

30/10/14
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Arab women have made relatively progress over the past century in various fields such as primary education, political,
cultural and social rights.

The reader needs to wait until the middle of the news text to find out about the specific social actor
referred in the news:
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The number of women obtaining higher education in Saudi Arabia has increased, and with the increase in the degree
of qualification among women, they have higher chances of obtaining better job opportunities.

SW, as the main social actors of the news texts, have been separated from their action throughout
the construction of the text. Hence the achievements reported in the news appear (at least at the
beginning of news report) as loosely associate with SW.

Similarly, when BBCA reported on the involvement of SW in the art and decoration, the
outlet strategically separated the social actors from their action. For instance, the outlet started the
news report on this development pertaining SW without specifically mentioning about SW or any

identification on them:
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Although the mixing of men and women is prohibited in public spaces, it is expected that this will be achieved in a
creative new way by encouraging women, who work in the field of artistic design, to use their skills and creativity to
achieve this.

The author finally stated at the later section of the news text that this social event take place in
Jeddah of Saudi Arabia.
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But art does not just help life in Jeddah, there is an exhibition art gallery in Medina which is part of the interactive
contemporary museum project aims to showcase the historical significance of the city.

"The building (of the museum) will be outside the area of the Prophet's Mosque, and it will attract visitors of all
religions," said Faisal bin Salman bin Abdulaziz, Governor of Medina, who also an art collector himself.

The news also mentioned that the same initiative of encouraging women to involve in art and
decoration not only happen in Jeddah but also can be found in another Saudi city namely Madinah.
All these specific references to Saudi Arabia and their women came at the final part of the news
report despite the news introduction strategically delaying the reference to the main social actor of
the news.

It is safe to summarise that most of the time, SW as the main social actors have been
included in the corpus data of BBCA. However, when the outlet reported on the issues which cast
a negative impression on SW, the social actors have been backgrounded in the news texts. This
has been done by separating the SW from their actions or by delaying the reference to the social

actor until the last section of the news text slightly differs from AJ, BBCA utilised backgrounding
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when the outlet reported on the controversial issues related to SW such as driving restriction,
victims of male guardian system and domestic abuse. The following section, | will move to the
discussion in detail the 'inclusion’ of SW in the news texts through the sixteen (16) sub-categories

of ‘inclusion’.

5.3 Inclusion Through Activation and Passivation

The process of inclusion through activation can be achieved in three ways, namely: participation,
circumstantialisation and finally possesivation. BBCA corpus data shows data all these three ways
of activation have been used to portray SW as dynamic and actively participate in various social
events reported in the news. Similar to AJ corpus data, the activation through participation is the
most highly frequent activation verbs associated with SW in BBCA corpus data recorded a much
lower frequency compared to those in AJ corpora. The following table 5.1 lists five most frequent

activation verbs associate with SW:

Verb Frequency
Participated 31
Achieved 19
Celebrated 16
Tried 8
Accomplished 7

Table 5.1: Activation Verb of SW

BBCA continues to share a similarity with AJ in utilising activation to represent SW as
participating in importing events, achieving their goals, holding essential jobs, and showing their

efforts. For example, BBCA report:
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Sumaya al-Jabrati became the first Saudi woman to lead the editor of a Saudi daily. She obtained a bachelor's degree
in English from King Abdulaziz University in Jeddah.

In this news extracts, SW is represented as holding a meaningful job after being appointed as chief
editor of local daily newspaper for the first time in Saudi history. In a similar example, the first
Saudi female athlete participate in the Olympic game has been reported by BBCA:

8/8/2012
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The Saudi judo player was widely covered for being the first Saudi woman to participate in the Olympics.

In another example, the athlete has been referred by her name:
7/8/2012
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Shahrakhani participated in judo competitions.

BBCA also reported on the achievement of SW in various fields. Consider following examples:

20/2/2012
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Women in Saudi Arabia may have made achievements, but it is thanks to their efforts and not thanks to supporting.

17/1/2014
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The social outlook is still patriarchal towards women despite the success and independence of the latter.

SW also have been represented by the outlet as holding important jobs which involve them in

decision making:

17/2/2014
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It is noteworthy that a number of Saudi women have occupied leadership positions in several fields.
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Despite these similarities between the two outlets in representing SW with their involvement in
various social events, the analysis reveals that BBCA also utilised activation to portray SW
participation in the movements against the social practices at the time. Thus, BBCA highlights SW
active participation in demanding their rights. BBCA, for instance, represents SW as actively
participate in the campaigns demanding their rights to drive a car in the following examples:

7/11/2014
) dsd ALl Olged) (3 Ssdl 2 cSLs
Some women participated in previous calls to defy the ban.

13/12/2012
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Despite attempts by Saudi activists to bring about some change last year, women are still banned from driving cars in
the kingdom.

In another news report it is observed that SW have been represented by their participation in the
protest against the unjust treatment by the authority:

8/3/2012
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A local newspaper and messages on the social networking site Twitter said that the police and members of the
Commission for the Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice dispersed the demonstration in which hundreds of
students from King Khalid University participated in the city of Abha on Wednesday.

These news extracts indicate that BBCA utilised the process of participation differently compared
to AJ. The analysis shows that BBCA not only utilises the process of participation to portray SW
achievements in their career but also expand to depict their active participation in demanding their
rights.

Moving into the second process of activation term as ‘circumstantialisation’ it is found that
this type of activation process is the less frequent activation process compared to the other process.

In the corpus data, the process of ‘circumstantialisation’ has been used to represent SW as actively
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involved in a job typically associated with women such as teacher and doctor for women. These

jobs are the most suitable for women according to Saudi's culture as it suits the most with the

nature of women. Consider the following examples in which SW have been represented as
practising jobs in the field which closely associated with their nature.

30/10/2014
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Those are working at the bottom of the career ladder in traditional fields such as education or health.

29/5/2013
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Women in Saudi Arabia have traditionally worked in well-known fields as teaching: female teachers and professors
in universities, medicine, and women-only workplaces.

In addition to these traditional jobs which commonly associated with women, BBCA has expanded
its coverage by using the process of ‘circumstantialisation’ by to portray SW as actively participate
in jobs which not familiar to women in Saudi. For example, BBCA highlight on Haifa Mansour
and her success story to become the first female film producer in Saudi.

6/9/2012
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Now you have become the leader in female film directing in Saudi Arabia. This was a rare field in a country that was
restricted to men.

Film making and cinema, in general, are sensitive topics in Saudi due to cultural and religious
restrictions. Moreover, women involvement in the film making in Saudi is rare. Despite that,
BBCA utilises the process of 'circumstantialisation’ to highlight SW active involvement in the film

industry.

222



SW participation in sports is another issue which does not receive much attention by the
Saudis. Therefore, the outlet strategically utilises the process of 'circumstantialisation’ to portray
SW participation in sports activities.

23/2/2012
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Despite the recent campaigns in the kingdom to defend women's rights, the status of Saudi women in the field of sports
has not changed.

In term of the third process of activation known as 'possesivation’, the analysis of corpus data
revealed that BBCA utilises possesivation to highlight the issues related to SW rights, their
concerns, their social status and their future with addition to their achievements. This is slightly
different compared to AJ, which gives more priority to highlight SW achievements in various
aspect of their life through 'possesivation'. BBCA, for instance, represents SW through their social

status and their career:

17/11/2013
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A woman who chooses her celibacy with her professional success is not unhappy.
11/1/2014
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The woman may be the enemy of the woman, she is the enemy of her success, and she refuses to change this image.
In another example, BBCA represent SW based on their social status and the outlook of her future:

24/11/2012
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A woman's right is a human right, and she has full freedom to exercise choice of her social status and future so that it

is not imposed on her.

SW rights received superb attention from the outlet. Hence, strategically utilised 'possesivation’ to
represent SW as actively fight to gain their right.

11/12/2013
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Even the state cannot impose our laws to empower women to obtain their rights because a patriarchal society considers
this an insult.

In another news report, SW have been portrayed as fighting for their fundamental right, which

protects them from becoming victims of domestic abuse.

25/1/2012
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Al-Huwaider says that denying women their basic rights "a clear legalisation of moral violence, even if they are not
beaten."

SW fights in demanding their rights to drive a car received massive attention by the outlet. Again,
BBCA strategically utilises 'possesivation’ to depict SW activist’s involvement in demanding their
rights to drive.

2/12/2014
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Twitter users showed great interest in the news of the Saudi activist Loujain Al-Hathloul's attempt to cross the UAE

border to Saudi Arabia while she was driving her car. Loujain documented her trip on her Twitter page by uploading
photos and a short video clip.?

Moreover, BBCA represents SW involvement in the process of an election after being permitted

to cast their vote in the local election. BBCA reported:

21/12/2014
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In the future, women can vote in elections.

Before that, in 2012, BBCA has already highlighted its concern on the SW voice, which was

sidelined by the authority. BBCA, for instance, reported:

23 It is worth nothing that, up until now Loujain still in prison despite the lift of driving restriction against women in
Saudi Arabia in June 2018.
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Television and the print press "we are passionate about breaking through the wall of silence surrounding the lives of
Saudi women and providing a platform for their unheard voices."

Last but not least, the possessive pronoun has been used by the outlet to represent SW as having
the active role in pursuing their dreams, spirits and journey toward success.

6/9/2012
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She sympathises with this girl, feels her dreams and aspirations, and is part of her journey to success.

Concerning the possesivation, my analysis of BBCA corpus data indicated that SW have been
represented as the one who received the benefit from the action, or they have become the object of
the verb or they have been described as undergoing the activity. The analysis reveals that SW have
been represented as passivated social actors on various occasion. However, most of the time, SW
are being referred to as passivated social actors when they benefited from the government policies
which aim to empower women and provide them with their rights and freedom. Consider the
following examples:

13/12/2012
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King Abdullah, who is seen as a reformer, granted some rights to women last year.

22/4/2012
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Recently, King Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz decided to grant women the right to participate in municipal council
elections, and the right to run in the beginning in 2015.
8/9/2012
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The newspaper says the kingdom is making slow steps toward granting women more rights due to opposition from
influential hardline clerics.
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In addition to educating women about their rights and encouraging them to report any harassment or harassment they
face.

It is observed from these news extracts, SW are represented as the passivate social actors when
they benefited from the government policies towards providing women with their rights. In
addition, the news extracts also indicated ‘The Saudi King or King Abdullah’ as the main social
actor for providing SW with many supports to empower women in the country, thus sidelined other
social actors which also contributed toward the fight for SW rights such as women activists, human
rights groups, non-government groups and government agencies. In other examples, SW have been
represented as the one who benefited from the government efforts to provide jobs for women:
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King Abdullah will also go on the path of reform during the recruitment of women.
13/12/2012
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Employment of women in Saudi Arabia is still a distant dream.
Moving into examples of news extracts in which SW are represented as the object of the verb or
the one who is undergoing the activity, it is shown that most of the time it was used to provide a
negative impression on SW and their country. This is to say when SW represented as the object of
the verb, most of the time, they are prevented from practising their rights or fall as a victim of
unjust treatment against women. The following examples highlight the representation of SW as
being restricted from travel and driving a car.

24/11/2012
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It is reported that Saudi women are not entitled to travel without the approval of their guardian, and they are also
prohibited from driving a car.
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9/7/2012
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In a country where women are still banned from driving cars, it is frowned upon for women to ride.
17/2/2012
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Saudi Arabia is the only country in the world that bars women from driving cars.
18/1/2012
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A Saudi woman was arrested last month after she posted a video of her driving a car.

The following examples, on the other hand, reveal that SW have been represented as the victims
of domestic abuse and harassment.

30/4/2013
L G STl (3 L Casall ez Gl slad) sl O] 2%y B G ong s S 5o e 5b) 55
Ly

The founder of the King Khalid Foundation, which is an official charity, says that the number of women facing the
issue of domestic violence in the kingdom is much greater than is believed.

20/7/2013
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Women were in dire need of driving, as many women who are subjected to abuse and harassment by the foreign driver.
5/1/2012
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The Saudi Ministry of Labor will impose supervisors on shopping centres to ensure that new women workers do not
face harassment in their first weeks of work.

27/10/2012
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In addition to educating women about their rights, encouraging them to report on any harassment or harassment they
face are very important.

Moreover, the corpus data analysis software helps to reveal five most frequent verb in the corpus
data which have been used to represent passivate social actors. These five verbs in table 5.2 are as

follow:
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Verb Frequency
Prevented 26
Restricted 19
Arrested 14

Exposed 12
Fall 10

Table 5.2: Frequent Verb of Passivate Social Actors

It is noticed that most of these verbs promote negative connotations on both subject and object in
the sentences. Hence, the corpus data indicates that most of the time SW have been cast with a
negative impression when they are represented as the passivate social actors in the news texts. It
is worth to note that the verb 'permitted’ has recorded a significantly high frequency (repeated nine
times to passivate SW). Although the verb 'permitted’ may promote positive connotations, BBCA
has strategically utilised the verb to presuppose a meaning that SW have been facing many
restrictions previously. BBCA, for instance, reported.
23/2/2012
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Saudi authorities allowed female journalists to cover sporting events.
In this news extract, the outlet reported that Saudi's authority had permitted female journalist to
report on a sporting event. Although the news was in positive tone in which highlight the restriction
against female reporters has been lifted, the news also presupposes that previously female reporters
have been barred from doing their job.
Similarly, BBCA reported that Saudi Olympic council has allowed their female athletes to
participate in the London Olympic game.

1/8/2012
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The Saudi Olympic Committee allowed the participation of Saudi women players in the Saudi delegation for the first
time.
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At the same time, the news presupposed that previously Saudi had prevented women from
participate in the Olympic game. In a different news report, SW has been represented as being
allowed to practise law and open a business.

13/12/2012
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Nevertheless, recent statements that women will be allowed to practice law on an equal basis with men have been a
strong incentive for her.

29/5/2013
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Saudi Arabia recently allowed women to work in shops, and this decision sparked strong reactions from conservatives.
Compared to AJ, it is found that BBCA strategically utilised passivation to cast a negative
impression on SW and their society. The process of passivation through 'objection’ in particular
has been used by the outlet to highlight various restrictions and limitations faced by SW. It is also
being utilised to expose many unjust practices and policies against SW. Moreover, presupposition
has been used to report on the restrictions on SW, such as restriction of driving, voting and freedom
to travel. All these restrictions promote negative connotations on Saudi authority as well as SW

themselves.

5.4 Nomination and Categorisation

In the analysis of nomination sub-category, its showed that most of the time SW are represented
in BBCA news articles by mentioning their name in full and their surname. This is a similar way
used by AJ to represent SW through the process of semi-formalisation. This practice of mentioning
given name and surname to refer to SW by BBCA reflects the outlet understanding of the local

Saudi's culture. Besides, when SW are represented through nomination, they are being portrayed
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with their unique identities. BBCA, for instance, reported on the first female athlete from Saudi,
participated in an Olympic game by saying:
31/7/2012
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Qatari Aya Muhammad (right) and Saudi Wojdan Shaherkani are participating in the Olympics for the first time.
Similarly, the outlet highlights among the earliest SW who study law in Saudi’s University by

referring to her with her name and surname:

13/12/2012
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Jamila Al Shalhoub is described as a pioneer because she was one of the first girls to study law at Saudi University.
In term of utilising honorific titles to refer to SW, it is found that BBCA utilised honorific titles
together with name and surname. However, compared to AJ, which use various type of honorific

titles, the titles in BBCA are mostly centred around the titles of 'Princess' and 'doctor'. Consider

the following examples in which highlight the use of honorific titles to refer to SW.

8/3/2014
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Doctor and activist Naela Hussein Al-Attar from Saudi Arabia answered, "The question is not realistic.

22/4/2014
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In this context, Princess Basma bint Saud bin Abdulaziz expressed in an interview with the BBC that she would like
to see "an appropriate constitution."

It is worth to note that, BBCA corpus data contains many references (repeated 17 times in the
corpus data) to Princess Basma bint Saud bin Abdulaziz as she has been described as an ‘outspoken
Saudi princess’ for her critics against the Saudi policies pertaining women. Moreover, BBCA
differs from AJ in term of the group of SW which have been represented by using nomination. If

AJ strategically utilised nomination to represent SW who hold high-ranked jobs and from the elite,
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BBCA in contrast used nomination to represent middle-class women particularly the activists who
raised their voices campaigning for the better men of SW. Consider the following examples in
which SW activists have been represented through nomination. Hence, their names and surnames
have been mentioned in detail in the news texts. Most of these activists do not come from the royal
families, or the elites and do not hold any high-rank position in the society. Nevertheless, they
have been represented through nomination in BBCA corpus data.

1/8/2012
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Saudi blogger and writer Iman Al-Nafjan wrote an article entitled "Brave a Strong Storm to Raise Our Banner."

28/3/2012
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Saudi activist Hala Al-Dossary was invited to speak at the conference, which was to be held in Kuwait.
23/5/2012
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The Independent interviewed with Saudi activist Manal Al-Sharif, who is the owner of the Women Driving Initiative.
Moving into the sub-category of ‘categorisation’ in which SW are represented through their
common features share with other women. The analysis of BBCA corpus data reveals that SW
have been represented with their collective identities with other Saudi's women. AJ has used a
similar strategy in representing SW through their shared common identities. Again, not much differ
from AJ, the BBCA corpus data contains many examples in which SW have been represented as
‘Saudi Women’, ‘Women of Saudi Arabia, ‘Saudi Girls’ and ‘Women in Saudi Arabia’. By
representing SW with these categorisation terms and names, it is very difficult to distinguish any
particular SW from the other. Consider the following examples:

18/9/2014
Most of them, male users, launched a campaign to limit the dowries of Saudi women to five thousand riyals.
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6/8/2014
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Reports indicate that Saudi women themselves want to marry foreign men.

30/1/2014
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The newspaper believes that the activity of this team is evidence of the acceleration of the entry of Saudi women into
the labour market.

30/10/2014
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As for Saudi women, they are not allowed to attend any sports matches in the country.
It is noticed that BBCA used the same strategy as AJ in utilising the process of categorisation to
represent ordinary and typical SW. This is being done by grouping them with other SW. Most of
these ordinary SW do not achieve any remarkable success or hold high-ranked jobs or social status,
which distinguished them from other women. Therefore, they have been grouped with other

women who shared the same common identities.

5.5 Determination, Indetermination and Overdetermination

My discussion on these three sub-categories of inclusion will be grouped together as they are
closely related which each other. In BBCA corpus data, SW are represented through the process
of determination more frequently compared to the process of indetermination and
overdetermination. Hence, SW in BBCA data are represented as specific social actors who
undertake her own specific action. For example:

25/1/2012
Ak By 0B Y1 aadl @ sl olay odoyl o8y el Gkl dgemy sgand) 23Sl dasll (55

Saudi activist and writer Wajiha Al-Huwaider believes that despite reforms regarding women in the recent era, their
pace is slow.
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In this example, the journalist aims to portray specific SW who take full responsibility for her
action campaigning for the empowerment of women in Saudi Arabia. By using the process of
determination, the journalist has removed any ambiguity in portraying SW and specified her
identities with her name, surname as well as her jobs. The similar observation can be found in the
following examples in which the journalist strategically utilises the process of determination to
represent SW as a specific social actor fulfilling her own action.

1/8/2012
Sl 3 g8 ddole 190" Olgin YUie Olndd) Ol &3gmnd) 251801y B9l oS o
Saudi blogger and writer Iman Al-Nafjan wrote an article entitled "Brave a Strong Storm to Raise Our Banner."

25/4/2014
SN B Jle 3 Ssad) Lblias (5o & asandl bl il
The Saudi activist Samar Badawi was known for her human rights activism.

2/7/2014
Bl 3 s Bged Spe 3 o ym 0Ll Jls sgendl Bl cdl) fonl) s

This artwork by Saudi artist Manal Al-Dawyan is on display in an abandoned shopping centre in Jeddah.

It is observed that BBCA utilised the process of determination differently compared to AJ. AJ
strategically utilised the process of 'deter’ to represent specific group SW who hold a high-rank job
or coming from the elite families or has archived great success in their career. BBCA on the other
hand, prefer to use the process of ‘deter’ to represent SW from the middle-class particularly those
women activists who were actively campaigning for the women rights and loudly criticise the
unjust government policies against women. Thus, most of the time, the process of ‘deter’ has been
used to represent lawyers, writers, journalist, blogger, and activists who fight for Saudi women
right. On a few occasions, the process of 'determination’ has been used to represent SW from the
royal families, who work as a doctor. The outlet, for example, reported:

13/1/2013
(sl ezl 3 Awledl LLadl e L) BLLST(3 5 ) e UL 5 Bl ey 820Y) O
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Princess Basma, the niece of King Abdullah, raises in her writings many sensitive issues in Saudi society.

30/10/2014
Adgand) (3 Bl g BLaY) Aoy il whe (3 cpt W) 808 (%) a9l

Dr Yasmine Al-Tuwaijri is a senior researcher in epidemiology and monitoring of non-communicable diseases in
Saudi Arabia.

Moving into the process of ‘indetermination’, it is found that BBCA has utilised this process more
frequently compared to AJ. Thus, the process of ‘indetermination’ is more present in BBCA news
texts compared to AJ. Consider the following examples in which highlight the strategic used of
indetermination process to represent SW an unspecific individual or group.

1/4/2012

ke o) ol Wskay b aSlall oladl) Vga Jan adans ) cOladd dl) e (2 g il Bl axal 3]
If the headscarf ban continues, some of these girls will not be able to participate in any tournament outside their
stadium.

25/9/2013
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The authorities also refrain from granting women a driving license, which has led some Saudi women to organise a
campaign recently to allow women to drive cars in Saudi Arabia.

28/4/2012
(S sdglaias Slela e dsgeg bl OF (bl am O
Some women see women as a group among other oppressed groups.

It is observed from these news extracts that the outlet strategically utilised the process of
‘indetermination’ to represent SW as an anonymous individual or unspecific group. Hence
generalised the meaning to promote a meaning which also applies to other SW. It is also found
that BBCA represents SW through 'indetermination’ when the outlet highlights on the sensitive
issues on SW such as driving restriction, the system of male guardian and sports attire for the

female athlete. However, looking deeply in the corpus data indicates that BBCA also utilised the
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process of ‘indetermination’ represent SW on various occasions other than highlighting on the
sensitive issues. BBCA, for instance, reports:

16/5/2012
JUE A 5o 2 5l OY 50l st LS Slssandl Jan pdsiass
Some Saudi women use skin-lightening creams because white skin symbolises beauty.

31/3/2013

Some Saudi women would prefer it if they did not conduct these tests, as long as their lack of knowledge of the results
would not have put them at risk.

In the first example, SW are represented through ‘indetermination' when the outlet reported
anonymously on the use of cosmetic product among women in Saudi Arabia. The second example,
on the other hand, shows that the same process of 'indetermination’ has been used to represent SW
as an unspecific group for refusing to be undergone a medical test to trace the cancer symptoms.

The analysis of corpus data also revealed that BBCA tends to use indefinite article and
indefinite noun to refer to SW. For instance, SW has been referred in general with unknown
identity by only mentioning ‘a Saudi Woman'. Consider the following examples:

13/6/2012
B Aude (3 L85l 8303 Lealid) Ol i (ST () Lo cnSo Bdgan B sl Oly o (padsl) 2036 eass
The list of signatories to today's statement includes a Saudi woman who was sentenced by a court to ten lashes for
driving her car in Jeddah.

18/12/2014
OB i el (3 D)LaS Dsemn Sl by wd i sla ) Lolsdl B3 gadion (ual
YouTube users were interested in a video showing a Saudi woman participating in the revival of weddings.

28/3/2012
y\ &b oo Lelles OF Lgake cidsls oDl 8 Bdgmm saws sl 130 UL
So, if a Saudi woman wants to buy underwear, she must order it from a foreign seller.

19/5/2012
B pyled (3 L85l B3LE Bdsam Bl ople clpsgnnd) Ay Al BSLAI (3 s Jsenll delpill 5lo A2
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In blatant defiance of the rules in force in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, a Saudi woman ventured into driving her car
on the streets of Jeddah.

It is observed from these news extracts, SW are represented with unspecific identity by using
indefinite article together with an indefinite noun. Hence, the identity of SW in these news reports
is unknown or has been reported in general. Moreover, the corpus analysis software shows that the
use of the indefinite noun 'a Saudi Woman' has been repeated in corpus data at least 27 times.
Hence, it indicates that the use of 'indetermination’ process in BBCA corpus data is more present
compared to AJ.

Concerning the process of overdetermination, BBCA has represented SW as
participating in many social practices simultaneously by performing several roles and tasks. The
distinguishing feature with separates BBCA from AJ in utilising the process of ‘overdetermination’
is, BBCA most of the time strategically used this process to represent middle-class and typical
SW. Particularly those women activists, lawyers, bloggers, and journalists who are actively
campaigning for the women right in Saudi Arabia. Hence, these group of SW are represented in
BBCA as performing many tasks in addition to their core works as a mother or wife as well as
their jobs as lawyer or writer or blogger. Consider the following examples:

25/1/2012
bl e S L k) Bl e aubl @so Sy bl e L)l o B5ally dasld aSE

Activist and blogger Mai Al-Sharif stresses the importance of Fatima's voice, reaching King Abdullah through various
means.

25/1/2012
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Saudi activist and writer Wajiha Al-Huwaider believes that despite reforms regarding women in the recent era, their
pace is slow.

1/8/2012
Sl @) B diole 1902 Olym Ylie Olnidl Ol B3 gand) 251y Bgal) S
Saudi blogger and writer Iman Al-Nafjan wrote an article entitled "Brave a Strong Storm to Raise Our Banner."

236



6/9/2014
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There is a new generation of Saudi women, not only in cinema, but also in writing, novel, poetry, painting, and the
arts, that is, a group of women who want to have their voice.

These news extracts show that the process of ‘overdetermination’ has been used strategically by
BBCA to represent SW as performing many tasks simultaneously, while at the same time involve
actively in the fight to defend women’s right in Saudi Arabia. Compared to AJ, the outlet tends to
prefer the use of ‘overdetermination’ to highlight the successful SW who hold high-ranked jobs
without neglecting their core responsibility as mother or wife or daughter at home. It is also worth
to note that BBCA also uses the same process of ‘overdetermination’ to highlight the women core
or typical tasks in their home. However, it was done in a more negative tone which promotes the
impression that women must not limit their capabilities only on these typical tasks but also must
expand their skills to participate actively with their society. BBCA, for instance, reported:

6/5/2012
JUb Y 5y Ll deas (3 LU 3902 Layes O
Moreover, her role is very limited in serving her family and raising children.

11/12/2012
Gsmdly OV Lo Jaib Uayes oty 390l dnY siglaas 13enl 511
Saudi women are oppressed to the extreme, and their role is limited only to childbearing and shopping.
5.6 Differentiation
The main goal of utilising the process of differentiation is to create the difference between the 'self'
and 'the other'. Hence, create the barrier which distances the two groups of social actors from each
other. In the BBCA corpus data, SW are represented by highlighting the differences between them
and other women which include foreign women, European women, Canadian women, Egyptian

women, Arab women, Western women, and women worldwide in general. The same strategy also
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has been used by AJ to represent SW through the process of differentiation. Moreover, BBCA
used the process of ‘differentiation' in the same way as AJ in reporting on the issues of marriage,
jobs, women's right and manner. For instance, SW are represented as having different characters
and identities compared to foreign women in term of their jobs.

5/10/2012

sl GBI s Bl Wles by gl (oISl S psay (2h 3 LA Rgendl S e i
The Saudi government recently began imposing fees on companies that employ foreign workers instead of Saudi
women.

30/4/2013
Lo g2y clmisbils iy coekdl o ln sl e JUbYI 25 (% 31 IS e Bl Bpasnnd) (3 3,031 5L alass
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Family life in Saudi Arabia is in a state of disintegration, as children are raised by nannies from the Philippines, Nepal
and Indonesia, which leads to widening cultural gaps between generations.

The following examples, on the other hand, highlight the use of differentiation process to represent
SW as differ from foreign women in term of the marriage. In contrast to AJA news report which
provided a comparison in favors of SW, the news report of BBCA made a differentiation in favors
of foreign women over the SW, this is due to the marriage with SW cost a lot of money particularly
the issue of highly expensive of dowries. Hence, Saudi men prefer to marry foreign women.

Consider the following examples:

6/8/2014
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The issue of late marriage age among Saudi women is exacerbated by the preference of Saudi men to marry foreigners,
given that their families do not exaggerate the dowries.

6/8/2013

bl el e s 2y el B3l Sllall) e 35 1350 SISCan e gy )l 1o

They were blocking the road to legal problems facing the Saudi authorities as a result of Saudis' marriage to foreign
women.
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The following news extract, SW are represented by the process of differentiation when BBCA

highlighted on the issues women’s right.

15/6/2013
dgdall Sl sl jox5 e (3 Sy (Gld) 8318 cludl mdazas ¥ Bagand) (3

In Saudi Arabia, women cannot drive a car, but in Egypt, women are subjected to virginity tests.?*
13/6/2012
AL (3 ool 33LE: B Y1 B3LEN Sl lag Gl 55l glond) o am (lled) Lgzgzy &) 3,51 Ll (3
In her last message to the King, she urged him to allow women who hold foreign driving licenses to drive cars in the

kingdom.

25/11/2012
Al el e U el A L) (3 o gadl sl y&\Jﬁ\/Wchﬁ&\&&u\ By
Last September, King Abdullah allowed women to vote in local elections, to join them with the women of the world.

In term of manners and the way of life which result from the custom and culture, SW are
represented as having a distinguish characters compared to the Western women in the following
news extracts:

13/6/2012
Only Indian women are in worse condition than Saudi women.
13/9/2013
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Although many Saudi women - especially those from the wealthy classes - enjoy lives that simulate that of Western
women.

13/6/2012
£ MV Ll ) Jgll 3L 3 RNl e mg il ey SLAS) Bendl O) L) 221 el

The report concluded that Canadian women enjoy the best status among their counterparts in the rest of the countries
surveyed.

24 This news extract was aimed to show how they equate the two cases of women virginity and driving restriction.
The news gives you the impression that while the virginity test was happening in Egypt, SW were forbidden from
driving. As if it is a good thing not to drive a car. Besides, there were Fatwas saying that driving a car might cause a
loss of virginity and have been used to support the restriction of driving on SW.
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It is important to note that, despite the two outlets share many similarities in the use of
differentiation process to represent SW in contrast to other women, each of the outlets has
strategically used to process to achieve a completely different aim. This is to say, BBCA
strategically utilised the process of ‘differentiation’ to highlight the differences between SW and
other women, and preferred to be on the side of ‘the other women’ most of the time rather than
SW. This is being done by portraying the negative side of SW in many ways, including their right,
freedom, jobs, marriage, and manners. Hence, depict that SW are far left behind compared to other
women. In contrast, AJ was on the SW side when the outlet makes a comparison between SW and
other women. Thus, AJ tends to highlight the distinctive character of SW positively, which make
them special from other women. All in all, despite the similarities between the two outlets in
utilising the process of ‘differentiation’, it revealed the distinguish feature of BBCA and AJ based

on their different ideological stance.

5.7 Functionalisation and Identification

The sub-category of “functionalisation’ refers in my study to the process of representing SW by
her activity, such as her job or her social role. The sub-category of 'identification' on the other
hand, refers to the process of representing SW by her permanent or unavoidably characters such
as social classification and physical characteristics. My analysis of BBCA corpus data shows that
the outlet represented SW through ‘functionalisation® more frequently compared to
‘identification’. Hence, the process of functionalisation is more present in the corpus data
compared to ‘identification’. Similar to AJ, BBCA also represents SW through their jobs or their
positions in society. This is being done to highlight SW participation in a working environment as

well as contribute actively to social activities. However, BBCA slightly differs from AJ in
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highlighting SW jobs or their social roles. If AJ prefers to highlight successful and high-status SW
through the process of ‘functionalisation' BBCA in contrast, prefers to use the same process to
represent women activists, lawyers, journalists, and bloggers who are actively promoting women's
right in Saudi Arabia. Consider the following examples in which the process of ‘functionalisation’
has been used to represent women activists.

28/3/2012
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Saudi activist Hala Al-Dossary was invited to speak at the conference, which was to be held in Kuwait.

23/5/2012
RESJ PP TV U ST SIS SN[ RPN VS [P VR M RCRRER T <
The Independent interviewed with Saudi activist Manal Al-Sharif, owner of the Women Driving Initiative.

13/6/2012
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Saudi women's rights activist Manal Al-Sharif wrote to King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz asking him to instruct him to
allow women to drive.

25/1/2013
A e S ] k) Bl se bl @ Jsoy el e (a2l e 8 9ally 2l aSEy

Activist and blogger Mai Al-Sharif stresses the importance of Fatima's voice, reaching King Abdullah through various
means.

It is found that BBCA provides excellent attention to the representation of Saudi women activists
in the corpus data 114 times.?> Moreover, the word 'blogger' repeated 37 times follows by 'lawyer'
31 times and ‘writer' 28 times. BBCA, for instance, represented Saudi Lawyer who is vocal in

defending women right through the process of ‘functionalisation’.

%5 It is worth noting that, the word ‘activist’ in Arabic carries negative connotations, particularly when it is associated
with women. However, the same word in English carries a positive impression as activists contribute actively to their
societies. Women activists in Arab culture are typically portrayed as bad girls and loose women.
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1/11/2014
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The authorities have arrested a prominent lawyer and activist, Suad Al-Shammari, for comments she posted on the
social network Twitter deemed "offensive to Islam."

13/12/2012
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Jamila Al-Shalhoub is described as a pioneer because she was one of the first girls to study law at Saudi University.
Jamila, who now works as a lawyer in a permanent position in the Saudi capital.

Moreover, BBCA also strategically utilised the process of ‘functionalisation’ to highlight SW jobs
which do not receive much attention by AJ. BBCA for instance reported on Manal and her arts
works:

2/7/12014
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In fact, it is a Saudi artwork created by Saudi artist Manal Al-Dowayan, the product of an informal social study in
which Saudi women were asked to name the names of their female ancestors.

BBCA also highlighted on professional female athletes who compete at the international level:

271712012
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It is noteworthy that Saudi women are participating in the Olympic competitions for the first time, represented by
Bogdan and runner Sarah Al-Attar, 18 years old.

The process of ‘functionalisation’ has been used to highlight on SW who works as an actor and
film producer.

6/9/2012
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However, we were very fortunate to have the famous Saudi actress Reem Abdullah with us. Haifa Al-Mansour, the
first Saudi female director, participated in the "Horizons" demonstration in the current session of the Venice
International Film Festival.

242



It is observed from these news extracts, BBCA strategically utilised the process of ‘identification’
to highlight jobs which are not typically associated by SW. These jobs also have been sidelined by
AJ in their news report as it is considered inappropriate to women of Saudi Arabia.

Although, BBCA prefer to utilise the process of ‘functionalisation’ to highlight on SW
activists. On several occasions, the outlet has used the same strategy to represent SW elite,
particularly princess from the royal families. However, it is most of the time, limited to the princess
who critical against the government. Consider the following examples:

22/4/2012
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In this context, Princess Basma bint Saud bin Abdulaziz expressed in an interview with the BBC that she would like
to see "an appropriate constitution."

13/7/2013
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The authorities arrested the Saudi princess early this month, before releasing her on bail after her Kenyan maid accused
her of violating her rights.

Moving into the sub-category of identification in which SW are represented in the online news by
their permanent or unavoidable characteristic. The analysis shows that BBCA shares many
similarities in utilising the process of identification to represent SW. Hence, SW are represented
in the BBCA corpus data most of the time by their social classification, particularly their marital
status. For example, BBCA represented SW as married women or single women (unmarried),
virgin or spinster. Consider the following example:

17/1/2014
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A Twitter campaign of Saudi girls who consider polygamy as a solution to widespread spinsterhood.

17/1/2014
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The hashtag # Million_W600_Saudi_Saudi_People spread on Twitter, in which many of the tweets demanded that
married women allow their husbhands to marry others.

17/1/2014
Sty ST 0SS W8 o Oy Lapd e Vs Ll BT g s bl LeaasSS | i

The fact that single women have yet to discover is that she is better off than others and that her chances may be more
and more beautiful. "

SW also have been represented by their physical appearances such as for overweight or obese. For
example, BBCA reported:

23/9/2013
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Saudi women are “the fattest in the world."
19/2/2014
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One of the most prevalent hashtags in Saudi Arabia is the hashtag # Saudi_the most obese_the world.
BBCA continues to share the similarity with AJ when the outlet represents SW by their attire as
wearing a veil or hijab. BBCA, for instance, reported on the Saudi female athlete and her
commitment to cover her head during her participation in the international sporting tournament.
31/7/2012
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Shaherkani will become the first female athlete in the history of the game to participate in wearing a hijab.

3/8/2012
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Wojdan Shaherkani, accompanied by her father, entered the stadium as the first Saudi female player in history to
participate in the Olympiad and the first veiled female athlete to play in judo competitions.

Last but not least, BBCA represented SW through the process of identification by referring to them
with their location and their social status of a resident of rural area. BBCA, for instance, reported:

28/4/2012
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We cannot put all women in the same category. My problems are not the problems of rural women.

5.8 Personalisation and Impersonalisation

In BBCA corpus data, most of the time SW are represented through the sub-category of
personalisation. Hence, similar to AJ, BBCA represent SW by mentioning the appropriate noun,
pronoun and personal pronoun which indicate a proper representation of human being. Consider
following example:

25/7/2012
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She talks about what she considers a violation of her rights, noting that she is 33 years old, but she cannot rent her

apartment without obtaining permission from her father.
She adds that she went to renew her passport, but officials told her to bring a male guardian.

25/1/2012
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Denying women their basic rights "is a clear codification of moral violence, even if they are not beaten."”

3/8/2012
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Wojdan Shaherkani, accompanied by her father, entered the stadium as the first Saudi female athlete in history to
participate in the Olympiad.

By representing SW through the process of ‘personalisation’, it shows that BBCA selects a positive
attitude towards SW. Thus, the outlet adequately represented SW by highlighting their humanly
features and reflect the outlets' full respect of the SW.

Despite sharing many similarities with AJ in using the sub-category of ‘personalisation’ to
represent SW, BBCA opted to differ from AJ in utilising the sub-category of impersonalisation.

To begin with, the present of ‘impersonalisation’ in BBCA corpus data is more frequent compared
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to AJ even in referring to SW with part of their body. For instance, BBCA reported on SW by
highlighting on her face literally and not metaphorically as being used by AJ:

11/8/2013
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Saudi preacher Sheikh Ayed Al-Qarni issued a new fatwa in which he permitted Muslim women to reveal their faces
while they were in countries that impose a ban on wearing the veil, such as France.

The failure of Muslim women to cover their faces in such countries that prohibit the nigab "avoids harassment and
inconvenience."

The differences between BBCA and AJ continues when AJ tend to represent SW with their
excellent qualities such as diligent, hardworking and determine. BBCA, on the other hand, prefer
to represent SW by their weaknesses. Hence portrayed them as a weak, unskilled, traditionalist,
conservative and outdated. Consider the following example:

1/4/2012
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Their participation in sports is weak, and | think we can make the situation worse in football.

22/2/2012
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Women also emerged to face a corrupt political system, in addition to conservative and backward women.

Moreover, SW are represented by their negative qualities as a result of many restrictions faced by
them.

15/6/2013
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Moreover, in the face of the various problems that Arab women face today, who are deprived of driving cars in Saudi
Arabia.

12/12/2012
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Women are still banned from driving cars in the kingdom.
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28/4/2012
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For everything is fine as long as the woman remains veiled and hidden from view and remains at home, deprived of
movement or transportation in her car, forced to obtain the consent of the man to travel, and forbidden from marrying
without the consent of the guardian.

All in all, BBCA has shown its respect to SW by representing SW through their human features
which is the similar way used by AJ in representing SW. However, BBCA differs from AJ in
highlighting the negative qualities of SW through the process of impersonalisation notably when
the outlet reported on the issues of restriction faced by SW which prevent them from having their

rights and freedom.

5.9 Individualisation and Assimilation

BBCA corpus data shows that SW are represented in the online news texts most frequently by
individualising middle class and ordinary women. Compared to AJ, the outlet prefers to represent
the elite and high-status SW by using the process of individualisation. Thus, in BBCA corpus data,
there are only a few indications which show the process of individualisation has been used to
portray those from Saudi elite women. In contrast, the representation of middle-class women,
particularly the Saudi women activist through the process of individualisation is significantly
present in BBCA corpus. Consider the following example in which Saudi women activists have
been portrayed as an individual rather than grouping them with others. Thus, highlight how
important this particular individual who is the centre attention of the news report as well as her
role as the main social actor in the even reported in the news.

25/1/2012
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Activist and blogger Mai Al-Sharif stresses the importance of Fatima's voice, reaching King Abdullah through various
means.
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9/10/2012
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Saudi activist Fawzia Al-Bakr calls for a law to protect children.

1/12/2014
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Saudi activist Loujain Al-Hathloul said through her newspaper on Twitter that she tried to drive a car across the
Emirati border heading to Saudi Arabia.

1/11/2014
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The authorities have arrested a prominent lawyer and activist, Suad Al-Shammari, for comments she posted on the
social network Twitter deemed "offensive to Islam."

Moreover, BBCA also individualised SW who involve in jobs rarely get much attention from AJ
and other local Saudi Media. For instance, BBCA reported on Haifa, who is the first female film
producers in Saudi. She works very hard to raise the voice of SW and fight for their rights.

6/9/2012
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Haifa Al Mansour is the first female director to break through the wall of silence surrounding Saudi women.

In addition to film producer, the outlet also individualised female athlete in the following example:
3/8/2012

Lty alalo¥) 3 OSLES cpissnn ool sl S Lo o s W1 3,201 (3 L) 23 (3l el Oy ol

Wojdan Shaherkani dominated the Middle East news Not only because she is one of two Saudi women participating
in the Olympics, but because of her hijab.

In another news report, BBCA represents SW as an individual when reporting on ordinary or
typical SW such as student and Fatimah who fall as a victim of the male guardian system. Consider

the following example:
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3/8/2012
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Nour Al-Sijan, a law student, living in Riyadh, told the BBC that these statements did not prevent sharp waves of
criticism against the father and the right of his daughter and conscience within Saudi society.

26/2/2012
O algl ldlin s i B nnd) 3
Arsgnd) 330 el By plaiy "l s

Saudi women are absent from the London Olympics competitions.
The story of "Fatima" and the system of male guardianship over women in Saudi Arabia.

Moving to the process assimilation, which refers to the way BBCA represents SW as a group rather
than a specific individual. The corpus data shows that BBCA utilised the process of assimilation
in the same way as AJ by using aggregation and collectivisation most of the time. In term of
aggregation BBCA, for instance, represents SW by using quantities group of women through the
use of statistics:

13/12/2012
Jondl Gomn (3 e s 2l 17 b 0 o (3 23l Sl A5 e 0 2L 60 1 L) a5 o
o) Bow i 3 I a7 s w)las

Where women constitute 60 per cent of the volume of Saudi university graduates, while only 17 per cent of them are
employed in the labour market, compared to 75 per cent of men in the same labour market.

6/8/2014
B iy ) e Slrgzie Slsgandl sled) o WE 700 592y e 2808 Lot Jadd) 31500 Jlam] o5 OIS,
'QL’"}""‘J\ 3Ae pe %10

A statistical report by the Saudi Ministry of Justice revealed that there are 700,000 Saudi women married to foreigners,
who represent 10% of the number of Saudi women.

30/1/2014
el el Slgndt s 3l 316 19 e ) slacd) ablucs G cnd))

The percentage of female employees 'participation increased from 9 to 16 per cent over the past six years.
6/8/2014

B Oske 1.5 e i 2ol @ ol W L) sae O

That the number of women late in marriage is more than 1.5 million women.
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Collectivisation, on the other hand, does not treat a group of SW as statics. Instead, it combines
SW collectively and represents them as a large group of social actors. Similar to AJ, BBCA most
frequently used mass nouns such as 'most of the Saudi women’, ‘Saudi women’ and the ‘majority
of Saudi women' to represent them as a large collective group of social actors. Consider the
following examples:

19/2/2014
AW B ST s Slsgendl sl JsB Auls ] L)
He cited a study saying Saudi women are the fattest in the world.
5/4/2012
i) Jo dns ol dalld) Loy @) skl d1Lsl (3 MYl Rlogll” 28 (logandl e 858 s e

Among them, a large percentage of Saudi women rejected "parental guardianship"”, referring to the control exercised
by the authority and religious groups over society.

27/7/2012
ol 3 Ol ) Je sl ST el @ad 3O wladly el JLaxs
Most of the women and girls | spoke to were keen to wear hijabs on the playground.

30/1/2014
gUaill ) gl cssned) sl2) 1) a8 skas 3 Janll o U] o)) o slad) a1 sie ety (3 20,8 i
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The government wants to encourage more women to enter the labour market, in a move aimed at luring Saudis into
the private sector instead of clinging to government jobs.

30/1/2014
Ggldh ) 8 Joald axgdlg BUHEIRCIRVESPNCE IR P cv.:lxﬂ\ Sl d) b H@u amy Loty

While most of the women turn to education, some risk defying the conservatives' threats and heading to the shops.
Despite the similarities shared by AJ and BBCA in the use of assimilation to represent SW, the
corpus analytical software reveals some statistical data which indicates significant differences

between the two outlets. The table 5.3 below lists the word frequency of terms which refer to SW

in their singular and plural form based on their appearance in the corpora data of the present study.
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Plural Singular
Al BBCA Al BBCA
Al-Sa ‘udiyyat 586 128 Al-Sa ‘udiyyah 443 41
Nisa“ 216 33 Mar ‘ah 166 80
fatayat 138 24 fatah 70 11
‘amilat 94 27 ‘amilah 77 20
‘ummahat 39 12 ‘umm 26 6

Table 5.3: Word Frequency in BBCA and AJ of SW (Singular and Plural)?®

This statistical data shows that the use of singular terms to refer to SW in AJ corpus data does not
much different compared to the use of the same terms in its plural terms. This shows that AJ prefers
to highlight on specific individual success stories of SW who recorded outstanding achievements
in their activities. Hence, the process of individualisation is significantly in AJ corpus data which
almost matches the representations of SW as a group of individuals rather than specifically
focusing on particular individual particularly during the outlet coverage on issues surrounding
women's rights which is the concern of all SW not limit on a specific individual. Therefore, the
gap between the use of singular and plural terms to refer to SW in BBCA corpus data is much

bigger compared to AJ.

26 The table lists the five most frequent terms used to refer to SW in the corpus data in both singular and plural forms.
The terms mean in English are as follow: Al-Sa ‘udiyyat (Saudi Women), Al-Sa ‘udiyyah (Saudi woman), Nisa'
(women), mar‘ah (woman), fatah (qirl), fatayar (girls), amilah (Female worker), ‘amilat (female workers), umm
(mother) and ‘ummahat (mothers).
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5.10 Association and Disassociation

My analysis of BBCA corpus data shows that SW are represented in the online news through the
sub-category of ‘association’ by associating them with other Arab women most of the time. The
same practices have been found in the AJ corpus data. However, it provides more emphasise on
associating SW with other Arab women in their fights demanding for women's rights. BBCA, for
instance, reported:

8/3/2014

Gl ekl (3830 Lsss b LAl 0T JoY1 o Al A1 3 ablld ST s

D) Bl o Bag, 2N ag sl Ay al) STL Legarls gl sl oHISal aLd,

Women did not assume power in the Arab world for two things. The first is that women did not join and assume

leadership in the Arab armies.
Furthermore, in the face of the various problems that Arab women face today, who are deprived of driving cars.

In this news extracts, SW are represented with the association to Arab women as both of them
share the journey towards providing more rights for women. In another example, SW are

represented by associating them with Arab women for their joint effort for reform and resolution.

14/6/2012
RROICE-PAU WO U W U I CU P

The author believes that Arab women were "at the forefront of revolutions.”
Arab women are halfway there.

In a different occasion, SW are represented by associating them with other Arab and Asian women
when the outlet highlighted on the participation of female Saudi athlete for the first time in the
Olympic game together with a female athlete from Qatar and Brunei:

31/7/2012
Sliall ClsU ) e Ioie gVl LU (3 Lol aSjlan 285 Jas M5 5 (sbgys daby Bagnud) o IS )iy
O sldel Ul 3

Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Brunei, the last three countries to refuse the participation of women in Olympic competitions,
sent a number of female athletes to participate in the activities of the London Olympics.
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In another example, SW are represented by associating them with Indian women and European
women, as stated in the following news extracts.

13/6/2012
bl dlalan (3 ol Tyod (36 B3snd) (il i 1§ Mlazul
Poll: After India, Saudi Arabia is the second-worst country for treating women.

22/4/2012
e s 8 g9V 1B plasS i gt S linns aslan Jo U e 13] T o Ol jtae " 0Tl oy
".(;Sj’kﬂ\

He explains that "the source of fear is that if the door is opened wide, Saudi women will participate, like their European
counterparts, in contests that require stripping."

In contrast to the sub-category of association, the sub-category of disassociation happens by
cutting any relationship between the groups of social actors. Not much differ from AJ, BBCA also
utilised the process disassociation to represent SW as not sharing the same rights as the Western
women. BBCA reported, for instance:

13/6/2012
£ WV Ll ) Joll 3L 3 R8s e e g BBl ety SLAS) Bl O ) A1 el

The report concluded that Canadian women enjoy the best status among their counterparts in the rest of the countries
surveyed.

In another news report, BBCA represented SW as having the worst unjust practises compared to
other women, except Indian women who forced to face the worst situation compared to SW. BBCA
reported:

13/6/2012

(Sbdgandl o Tsnl gsliogl Laib bl
Only Indian women are in worse condition than Saudi women.

BBCA also represented SW as having different working requirements compared to foreign women

workers in a news report dated 5" December 2012:
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5/12/2012

sl GBI Jus BT Ales by gl (oISl S psay (2h 3 LA Rgendl 1S e i
The Saudi government recently began imposing fees on companies that employ foreign workers instead of Saudi
women.

Last but not least, BBCA represents SW by highlighting that they face another type of restriction
an unjust treatment (prevented from driving) compared to other Arab women, particularly the
Egyptian Women:
15/6/2013
Aydall Sl Y sl joa5 ae (3 Sy gl 8318 el mdaas Y Bagad) (3
In Saudi Arabia, women cannot drive a car, but in Egypt, women are subjected to virginity tests.
All in all, BBCA shares many similarities in the use of two sub-categories of association and
disassociation. However, looking at the context and the aim of utilising the two process shows the
differences between the two outlets. AJ strategically utilised the two sub-categories to positively
portray SW as having their own unique characters and requirements rooted in their culture. Hence,
they may not have all the rights and privilege as other women, particularly Western women. In
comparison, BBCA strategically utilised the two sub-categories to negatively portray SW as

having to face many limitations and restrictions as a result of unjust treatment towards women.

5.11 Conclusion

Utilising van Leeuwen’s analysis framework, the present chapter answered the research question
of RQ3: How Saudi women have been represented in BBC Arabic online news reports? The
analysis examined the two basic categories of social actor representation in the text: the ‘exclusion’
and ‘inclusion’ and found that when SW have not been mentioned in the online news texts, it has
been done through 'backgrounding’. However, when SW have been mentioned in the news articles

it falls under the category of ‘inclusion’ through the process included in one the ‘inclusion’ sub-
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categories. There are sixteen (16) subcategories of ‘inclusion’ which are the most frequent
appearance in the corpus data, the similar finding revealed from AJ corpus data. Among them:
Activation, Passivation, Nomination, Categorisation, Indetermination, Determination,
Differentiation and Functionalisation.

BBCA corpus data shows that SW are represented as dynamic and actively participate in
various social events reported in the news. Similar to AJ corpus data, the activation through
participation is the most highly frequent activation verbs associated with SW. However, BBCA
corpus data recorded a much lower frequency compared to those in AJ corpora. Despite these
similarities the analysis reveals that utilised activation to portray SW participation in the
movements against the social practices at the time., BBCA highlights SW active participation in
demanding their rights and more freedom.

My analysis of BBCA corpus data indicated that SW have been represented as the one who
received the benefit from the action, or they have become the object of the verb or they have been
described as undergoing the activity. Also, SW have been represented as passivated social actors
on various occasion. SW are being referred to as passivated social actors when they benefited from
the government policies which aim to empower women and provide them with their rights and
freedom. The corpus data indicated that most of the time SW have been cast with a negative
impression when they are represented as the passivate social actors in the news texts. It is worth
to note that the verb 'permitted' has recorded a significantly high frequency (repeated nine times
to passivate SW). Although the verb 'permitted’ may promote positive connotations, BBCA has
strategically utilised the verb to presuppose a meaning that SW have been facing many restrictions

previously.
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Compared to AJ, it is found that BBCA strategically utilised passivation to cast a negative
impression on SW and their society. The process of passivation through 'objection’ in particular
has been used by the outlet to highlight various restrictions and limitations faced by SW. It is also
being utilised to expose many unjust practices and policies against SW. Moreover, presupposition
has been used to report on the restrictions on SW, such as restriction of driving, voting and freedom
to travel. All these restrictions promote negative connotations on Saudi authority as well as SW
themselves.

In the analysis of nomination sub-category, its showed that most of the time SW are
represented in BBCA news articles by mentioning their name in full and their surname. This is a
similar way used by AJ to represent SW through the process of semi-formalisation. Hence, reflects
the outlet understanding of the local Saudi's culture. Moreover, BBCA differs from AJ in term of
the group of SW which have been represented by using nomination. If AJ strategically utilised
nomination to represent SW who hold high-ranked jobs and from the elite, BBCA in contrast used
nomination to represent middle-class women, particularly the women activists.

It is observed that BBCA utilised the process of determination differently compared to AJ.
AJ strategically utilised the process of 'determination’ to represent SW who hold a high-rank job
and someone coming from the elite families. BBCA on the other hand, prefer to use the same
process to represent SW from the middle-class. Thus, most of the time, the process of
‘determination’ has been used to represent lawyers, writers, journalist, blogger, and activists who
fight for Saudi women right.

Also, the outlet strategically utilised the process of 'indetermination’ to represent SW as an
anonymous individual or unspecific group. Hence, generalised the meaning to promote a meaning

which also applies to other SW. It is also found that BBCA represents SW through
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‘indetermination’ when the outlet highlights on the sensitive issues on SW such as driving
restriction, the system of male guardian and sports attire for the female athlete. Concerning the
process of overdetermination, BBCA has represented SW as participating in many social practices
simultaneously by performing several roles and tasks. However, BBCA differs from AJ as BBCA
most of the time strategically used this process to represent middle-class and typical SW.
Particularly those women activists, lawyers, bloggers, and journalists who are actively
campaigning for the women right in Saudi Arabia. Hence, these group of SW are represented in
BBCA as performing many tasks in addition to their core works as a mother or wife as well as
their jobs as lawyer or writer or blogger.

In the BBCA corpus data, SW are represented by highlighting the differences between
them and other women which include foreign women, European women, Canadian women,
Egyptian women, Arab women, Western women, and women worldwide in general. The same
strategy also has been used by AJ to represent SW through the process of differentiation.
Moreover, BBCA used the process of ‘differentiation’' in the same way as AJ in reporting on the
issues of marriage, jobs, women's right and manner. Despite these similarities each of the outlets
has strategically used to process to achieve a completely different aim. BBCA strategically utilised
the process of 'differentiation’ to highlight the differences between SW and other women, and
preferred to be on the side of ‘the other women’ most of the time rather than SW. This is being
done by portraying the negative side of SW in many ways, including their right, freedom, jobs,
marriage, and manners. Hence, depict that SW are far left behind compared to other women. In
contrast, AJ was on the SW side when the outlet makes a comparison between SW and other
women. Thus, AJ tends to highlight the distinctive character of SW positively, which make them

special from other women.
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My analysis of BBCA corpus data shows that the process of functionalisation is more
present in the corpus data compared to ‘identification’. Similar to AJ, BBCA also represents SW
through their jobs or their positions in society. However, BBCA slightly differs from AJ in
highlighting SW jobs or their social roles. If AJ prefers to highlight successful and high-status SW
through the process of ‘functionalisation' BBCA in contrast, prefers to use the same process to
represent women activists, lawyers, journalists, and bloggers who are actively promoting women's
right in Saudi Arabia.

Despite sharing many similarities with AJ in using the sub-category of ‘personalisation’ to
represent SW, BBCA opted to differ from AJ in utilising the sub-category of impersonalisation.
BBCA corpus data shows that SW are represented in the online news texts most frequently by
individualising middle class and ordinary women. Compared to AJ which prefered to represent the
elite and high-status SW by using the process of individualisation, in BBCA corpus data, there are
only a few indications which show the process of individualisation has been used to portray those
from Saudi elite women. In contrast, the representation of middle-class women, particularly the
Saudi women activist through the process of individualisation is significantly present in BBCA
COrpus.

BBCA shares many similarities in the use of two sub-categories of association and
disassociation. However, looking at the context and the aim of utilising the two process shows the
differences between the two outlets. BBCA strategically utilised the two sub-categories to
negatively portray SW as having to face many limitations and restrictions. While AJ strategically
utilised the two sub-categories to positively portray SW as having their own unique characters and

requirements rooted in their culture.

258



Chapter 6

SOCIAL PRACTICES

6.1 Introduction

In Chapter Six, | expand the insights of textual analysis, as presented in Chapter Three, Four and
Five to examine the wider socio-political-economical context. Hence, after addressing the 'how' in
Chapter Four and Five of my analysis, | then move to the ‘why': Why did AJ and BBCA portray
SW the way they did in their online news? What are the social, political and economic aspects,
which can help us to unfold the meaning of investigated discourse? Hence my analysis in Chapter
Six aims to answer to research question of the study namely; RQ4: Given any differences between
the representation of Saudi women by the two outlets, what are the discursive and social political
practices which explain these differences? And RQ5: How do the discourses on Saudi women
found in BBC Arabic and Al-Jazirah relate to the respective ideological systems in the two news
outlets?

Thus, in my critical analysis, | critically investigate the social, political, and economic
context to explain the representation of SW in online news discourse. This is being done by
highlighting the group polarisation characteristics practised by the two news outlets when
representing SW in the discourse. Moreover, | address the notions of power, ideology and

hegemony which influenced the ways SW are represented in the online news by AJ and BBCA.

6.2 Saudi Women and The Economic, Social and Political Conditions of Saudi Arabia
The discourse around SW can be examined at the macro-level of social practices by investigating

the social structures surrounding SW such as social groups and institutions as well as group
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relations. Feminism based their movement on the notion of patriarchy which refers to the rule of
the father, which emphasises male as the family member that is dominant over female (Butler,
1990). Hence, men have a different role compared to women. Women are supposed to do
household chores and perform as a housewife. In contrast, men are the one who went out to earn
an income for a household. This social structure resulted in asymmetrical power relations between
men and women. Thus, women’s role in society is restricted to the private sphere. Men, on the
other hand, monopolise power resources which allow them to construct a reality that suits their
interests. Based on this asymmetrical power relation between men and women, feminism critically
examines social gender inequality whereby men become the most dominant members of society
compared to women (Lazar, 2007).

Relevant to the present study, the social gender inequality practices against SW can be
observed at the economic, social, and political levels (Baki, 2004; Al-Rasheed, 2013; Alhareth et
al., 2015; Mtango, 2004). To begin with, in the 1970s SW were prevented from work in a working
environment which involves men who are not their relatives or their husbands (Abu-Salieh,1994).

The restriction is backed by a fatwa by Saud Scholars which demanded that women stay
home fulfilling their duties to their husbands and children. Moreover, the ban on women from
leaving their home for work is to protect the moral dangers as a result of women working outside
their home and coming into contact with men (ibid). As a result, women’s participation in
economic activities is limited as they are mainly involved in particular jobs related to the
educational and health sectors.

According to the World Bank, the total population of Saudi Arabia stood at 27.421 million
in 2010. It consists of 15,427 million male (56.26%) and 11.994 million females (43.74%). The

population of Saudi Arabia has grown rapidly to reach 30.916 million in 2014, which consists of
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17.533 million males (56.71%) and 13.383 million females (43.29%). More recently, in 2019, the
total population of Saudi Arabia reached 34.268 million, with 57.35% or 19.783 million of them
are male and 42.29% or 14.484 million females (World Bank, 2020). Even though the number of
females in Saudi Arabia exceeded 11 million in 2010, the proportion of females in employment
has only recorded a growth from 18% to 21% of the total workforce in Saudi Arabia between 2010
and 2014 (Ibid). However, when compared to the female participation in the employment in 1990,
which only recorded 5% of the total Saudi workforce, the involvement of SW in work has
increased dramatically over the last 25 years. Hence, women represent only twenty per cent of the
Saudi workforce, and they work mainly in the public sector (Al-Rasheed, 2017). It was not until
2015 that the Saudi Ministry of Labour started to encourage more women to participate in the
private sectors (Al-Jazirah, 2015).

SW under-representation in economic activities can be traced back to various laws and
policies which treat women unjustly compared to men (Alenazy, 2017). Among these policies are
the male guardianship and the restrictions on women's activities which include disallowing women
from performing certain enterprises that are deemed unsuitable for women (Al-Rasheed,2013).
Thus, women were not allowed to work in professions related to architecture, engineering, and law
(AlMunajjed, 2009). The faculty of law in Saudi’s universities started to admit female students in
2005, and they were only allowed to enter the court as a lawyer in 2013 (Aljazeera, 2013). On top
of that SW need approval from their male guardian before travelling which restricts their mobility
in addition to the driving restriction which was imposed on SW (Harun et al., 2018).

Saudi Arabia is the world largest petroleum exporter and a vital member of OPEC, which
consists of most countries' leading exporters of oil (OPEC, 2018). Saudi owns the second-largest

petroleum reserves worth USD33.5 trillion (World Bank, 2019). 87% of Saudi budget revenue
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comes from the oil industry, and it contributes 42% of the total GDP of Saudi Arabia (ibid.). World
Bank stated that the Saudi's GDP rose dramatically because of the oil industry. In 1970, Saudi only
recorded a GDP worth USD5.3777 billion. The number increased sharply after Saudi became
involved actively in the oil industry and with the global rise in crude oil prices, Saudi was able to
record a GDP of USD164.54 billion in 1980. Saudi GDP in 2010 reached USD528.207 billion in
2010 and continue to rise to USD756.35 billion in 2014. Most recently, Saudi has managed to
record the highest GDP of USD792.967 billion in 2019.

Saudi is the top producer of oil and is thus a rich country. The oil revenue allows Saudi to
provide ample education opportunities to their people, including women. However, despite
receiving a high level of education, Saudi has failed to increase women participation in the job
market (Al-Rasheed, 2013). The oil industry, in particular, the industry, which is driving the
country’s rapid development and progress, is dominated by men. Many SW university graduates
choose instead to become teachers, administrator, doctor and writer after finding no serious
opportunities for them in the fast-growing oil industry.

The women position in Saudi's society is based on Islamic laws and Arabic tribal traditional
practices (Metz, 1992). The concept of male guardianship is the essential principle which
determines women status in Saudi society. The male guardianship is still practised until now is
considered as one of the strong norms for Saudi women (Hamdan,2005). Every woman in the
country is subjected to a male guardian regardless of her age. Saudi Arabia has been practising this
strict interpretation of Shari’a family law to enforce a rigid male guardianship over women
(Mtango, 2004). As a result, women received different treatment in many ways, particularly in
term of their marriage, divorce, travel, and related matters. Under the male guardianship, women

are not allowed to travel freely without permission from their male guardian. This includes travels
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within Saudi Arabia as well as going abroad. If allowed to travel, they have to be accompanied by
a male chaperon normally from one of the male members of a family. The ban on SW from driving
also one of the restrictions under the male guardianship.

The male guardianship system has restricted women, freedom and movement. This has
limited women's opportunities to access the education system as well as economic activities.
Moreover, women are facing more strict procedures if they want to further their study abroad or
grab a high-rank job opportunity in other countries (Alhareth et al., 2015). In term of access to the
justice system itself, SW have significantly limited access to the justice system. Hence women
must rely on their men to represent them in the court (ibid.). Although women have been allowed
to practise law more recently, it is still limited to specific case and condition. Thus, women in large
are still required by the Saudi law system to be represented by men.

Again, the strict interpretation of Shari’a laws and the Saudi tribal culture have constructed
the gender-based roles between men and women in Saudi society. The tribal cultural practices, in
particular, have shaped the position of women in Saudi society (Al-Rasheed, 2013). As a result,
women’s social position in Saudi Arabia is different from other Arab or Muslim countries such as
Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman and Yamen which have slightly different tribal culture and practise a more
moderate interpretation of Shari’a family law. As the country where the two holiest cities among
Muslim Mecca and Medina located, Saudi Arabia is highly regarded as a fully sovereign Arab
Islamic state. The law of Islam is the pillar of the Saudi Arabia monarch and their government is
based on Shari’a law. Article I (One) of the Saudi Arabia Basic Law?’, for example, states that the
kingdom’s constitution is based on the holy Quran and the prophet's Hadith (Saudi Arabia's

Constitution 1992 rev 2013). Moreover, Article 7 (Seven) of the same constitution, affirms the

27 Saudi Arabia, 1992 rev.2013. Basic Law of Governance. The embassy of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
www.saudiembassy.net.Access 19/9/2019
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position of the Quran and Hadith which are the two essential sources of Islamic teaching and law
as the source of authority of the government and hence both Quran and Hadith govern all laws of
Saudi Arabia including the constitution (ibid.). To deliver the interpretation of the Quran and
Hadith as the highest sources of authority, Saudi Arabia has a council of senior Islamic scholars
(known as the Ulama). The primary role of this council is to deliver fatwas based on the Quran
and Hadith, which will be implemented by authorities as stated clearly in the Article as of the Basic
Law (ibid.).

Since the interpretation of the Quran and Hadith are heavily dependent on the members of
the council of the senior Ulama who are appointed by the Saudi government, there is an argument
that Saudi law does not necessarily reflect the intentions of the Holy Quran and Hadith, and thus
that Saudi laws cannot represent the Shari’a law accurately (Mtango, 2004). Al-Rasheed (2013)
points out that Wahhabi teaching, which is the most restrictive approach within Islamic teaching
is one of the main sources of restrictions imposed upon SW, such as the ban on driving, although
Muslim women in most other Arab and Muslim countries have the right to own and drive cars.
Similarly, Muslim and Arab women around the world teach in mixed colleges and Universities
and worked in mixed offices and enterprises, while Saudi women, in contrast, are prevented from
taking jobs in a mixed working environment and have been separated from males throughout their
education process.

The Wahhabi?® teaching is embedded with the formation of Kingdom of Saudi Arabia since

its inception in 1932, through the work of Ibn Saud and his Ulama to construct the religious

28 Wahhabi is named after a Muslim scholar Muhammad lbn Abd al-Wahhab (1703-1792) who started Islamic
teaching reforms in Najd (a region within Saudi Arabia). Wahhabi teaching launched a reform against widespread
Sunni practices such as the veneration of Muslim saints and visiting their shrines which Abd al-Wahhab considered
as an innovation in Islamic teaching (Alhareth,2015). Wahhabi teaching takes an influential role when the followers
of Ibn al-Wahhab allied with a local leader Muhammad bin Saud which resulted in a strong coalition of power and
religion toward the formation of Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in 1932.
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nationalism of Saudi Arabia (Al-Rasheed, 2010). Saudi has granted the Wahhabi Ulama the
ultimate role of arbitrating Saudi women's position in society, a role which is not found in other
Arab and Muslim countries.

Tribalism is another factor which influences the social position of SW in their society. The
male guardianship which puts women regardless of her age under the authority of a male guardian
is clear evidence of tribal patriarchy. Similar to Wahhabi teaching, which was embedded in the
formation of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, tribalism also one of important pillars upon which the
Saudi national identity was constructed. The tribal cultural practices are familiar in Arabic cultures.
Neighbouring countries such as Kuwait, Oman and Yemen also practice tribalism. However,
tribalism in Saudi Arabia is unique and unchallenged because it is linked to and balanced by the
interpretation of Islamic teaching and Shari’a laws (Alhareth, 2015). As the tribal cultural practices
in Saudi Arabia are backed by the Saudi’s Ulama interpretation of Islamic teaching, any criticism
against these practices is considered as opposing against the teaching of Islam. Thus, the
combination of Wahhabi teaching and tribal culture practises has an essential role in constructing
the social position of SW.

Moving to the participation of SW in politics, we observe that political reform only began
in 2013 when women were appointed as members of the Shura Council, a body that is similar to
parliament in other countries (Alenazy, 2017). The political system of Saudi Arabia is based on
absolutism as the king has the power to appoint his successor and select the ministers. The king
also appoints the members of the Shura majlis and senior Ulama, which are the most important
advisory councils of the country (Al-Rasheed, 2010). There is no political party nor organisation

allowed, and consequently ruling power is concentrated solely in the royal family.
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Saudi media reported widely on the breakthrough of women’s participation in politics in
2013, when a royal decree announced the appointment of thirty women to the Shura council out
of a total of 150 council seats (Al-Jazeera, 2013). However, the move is rather a symbolic rather
than a real reform of the position in the politic, according to Gardner (2013). The main reason for
that is members of the Shura council has limited power. Their role is centred on providing advised,
initiating discussions. The Shura council has a consultative role rather than the legislative function
of the parliament in a democratic country. Thus, the Shura council only proposes laws but has no
power to endorse any law. Secondly, the members of the Shura Council are appointed by the king
rather than selected by the people. Hence, their ability to discuss and debate critical issues within
the council is severely restricted (Alenazy, 2017).

In 2015, women were allowed for the first time to become a candidate in municipal elections
(BBC, 2015). Women also were allowed to cast a vote in the same election when seventeen women
candidates were voted to the local council out of 979 seats offered in the 2015 municipal election
(Elyas, 2020). Once again, however, SW participation in the local council election does not
represent real participation in decision making. Local councils depend heavily on government
funding (Alenazy, 2017). As with the members of the Shura council, members of local council can
only make suggestions and proposals related to the issue of infrastructure and maintenance. Again,
proposals of the local council are not binding in law, which makes the council effectively
powerless.

To sum up, SW live in a world dominated by men in almost every aspect of social, political
and economic activity. A strict interpretation of Shari’a laws based on Wahhabi teaching is one of
the critical factors which constructs and supports the patriarchal practices in Saudi Arabia.

Moreover, tribal cultural practises also contribute to the gender segregation practices in the
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country. The notion of a male guardian, which applies to every woman regardless of her age is the
most significant evidence of tribal practices which has been presented until now. Even though
many efforts have been made to empower women, and SW have been able to hold a high-ranked
job, be appointed as members of the Shura council, participate in and win municipal elections,
women still are not involved in the movement towards real change. These changes are seen as
symbolic rather than as real power. The Kingdom tends to introduce these symbolic changes to
avoid international and local criticism which accuses them of practising discrimination against
women. This is happening because this changes through the introduction of various policies and

institution changes are not driven by a desire to reform SW’s situation in Saudi Arabia.

6.3 Significant Events in 2012 until 2014
Although many efforts have been made to improve SW positions in Saudi Arabia, these changes
are described as ‘cosmetic’ and as lacking in a real desire to reform women’s situation in the
Kingdom. Nevertheless, it can be said that SW positions are much better in more recent years
compared to their situations twenty years ago. In this section, | will discuss the critical social events
which have led towards change in SW positions in the country. My discussion will be limited to
the events which happened between 2012 and 2014, which is the time frame of the discourse
subjected to critical discourse analysis in the present study. These three years also represent the
last three years of King Abdullah’s reign before King Salman replaced him in early January 2015.

The five most important factors in these three years are:

a) King Abdullah’s efforts to change the position of SW.

b) The Arab Spring.

¢) The 2012 London Olympic Games.
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d) Debate around driving restrictions.

e) The Internet revolution and social media.

6.3.1 a) King Abdullah and Saudi Women

Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud is one of the sons of Ibn Saud, the founder of modern Saudi
Arabia. Abdullah ruled as the sixth king of Saudi Arabia from 1% August 2005 until 23rd January
2015. He had been appointed the crown Prince in 1982 when his half-brother King Fahd became
the fifth king of Saudi Arabia, and then Abdullah became the de facto ruler of Saudi Arabia in
1995 after King Fahd suffered severe strokes (Al-Rasheed, 2010). King Abdullah died at the age
of 90 after being hospitalised for pneumonia (BBC, 23, Jan. 2015).

Many SW activists regard King Abdullah as a champion of their social empowerment (Al-
Rasheed, 2013, Al-Hareth et al., 2015, Elyas et al, 2020) albeit from a patriarchal position towards
women. During his leadership, he was very supportive of women, but the image of women that he
projected is that they are weak members of society who need to be looked after, provided with
help and support, and to be safeguarded and protected (Al-Rasheed, 2013). Women received
government commitment to provide them with education, employment, health care and various
supporting programs to empower SW.

The improvement of SW position in the country began post 9/11 when many international
bodies put pressure on Saudi Arabia to enact more inclusive policies towards women and to avoid
discrimination against them. (Al-Rasheed, 2013). To preserve the Kingdom's international
reputation, Saudi Arabia has started accordingly to open up more opportunities for women to
participate social activities. Within this period, King Abdullah has shown his leadership to revise

various restrictions and limitations which had been practised against women for decades. The

268



Saudi Eight National Development Plan (2005 - 2009) clearly indicated women's empowerment
and capacity building as major goals to be achieved within these five years. King Abdullah was
described as a great supporter of SW's emancipation and right (ibid). The king also was able to
calm the traditionalist and conservative Islamic scholars who objected to the demands made by
many SW activists seeking more freedom and rights. This was done by re-examining certain
religious fatwas opinions and interpretation of holy texts which led towards greater visibility of
women participation and their rights. As a result, women's emancipation during the reign of King

Abdullah was enacted according to the spirit and rule of Sharia law (thawabit shar iyyah).

6.3.2 b) Arab Spring and Saudi Women
The so-called 'Arab Spring' caused a wave of social and political changes in the Arab region.
(Ismail et al., 2018). The Arab Spring started in Tunisia in December 2010 with a small protest by
local residents which in turn inspired many Arab people, particularly their youth, to protest against
their governments. The wave of Arab Spring resulted in huge political change in the Middle East
as it led to the overthrow of Arab leaders who had been in power for decades, in Tunisia, Egypt,
Libya and Yemen (Dabashi, 2012). According to Campante & Chor (2012), the main factor which
ignited the Arab Spring was the lack of democratic practices; other factors included dissatisfaction
with the governments in relation to the issues of corruption, oppression violation of human rights,
lack of freedom, power abuse, poverty, and unemployment (Dabashi, 2012, Ismail et al., 2018).
Although the wave of anger and protest was widespread in many Arab countries during the
Arab Spring, the government of Saudi Arabia, and in particularly the monarchy, seemed immune
from any serious challenge to its power. The main reason for that is the wave of Arab Spring only

resulted in small-scale protest in the country and other neighbouring oil-rich nations of the Arabian
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Gulf such as Kuwait and Bahrain?®. The scale of these did not offer a serious threat to the
authorities. Nevertheless, in the wake of Arab Spring, the government of Arab Saudi took serious
actions to address many of the issues that the protesters raised, particularly those related to the
human rights and women empowerment in order to help the government mitigate any negative
impact of Arab Spring on the government.

As a result, in the period between 2012 (a year after the Arab Spring started) and 2014,
Saudi Arabia has taken bold actions to improve women's position in the country. This is in line
with similar efforts taken by many newly formed governments during that time in Tunisia, Egypt,
Morocco and Jordan to give more freedom and rights to their women (AlZahrani, 2014). During
the time, AJ corpus data comprehensively reported that Saudi women recorded many historical
achievements in their social position when a royal decree approved the appointment of women as
members of the Shura council. Moreover, women have been given the rights to vote and participate
as a candidate in local council elections. In term of employment, AJ proudly reported that SW
have been appointed to high-ranked jobs in several ministries, including the Ministry of Education,
the Ministry of Health and Ministry of Welfare. They are also involved in the process of decision
making and developing policies. In sustaining the government policies, AJ reported in detail that
the Saudi government provided many initiatives to empower women through educational
opportunities and skill developments. As a result, women started to involve in jobs previously
restricted to them, such as practising law and gradually entered the world of entrepreneurship with

other business and financial players both locally and internationally.

2 There are many reasons which lead towards merely small-scale of protests happened in these oil-rich countries
compared to other Arab countries where many have been killed when the protests turn ugly. Among these reasons are
the close monitoring of the authority to counter any attempt to call for a protest. Secondly, the socio-economic position
of the people in oil-rich countries are much better compared to those in Tunisia, Egypt and Syria for instance, where
their people have went out to demand for a better way of live through a social and political reform.
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6.3.3 ¢) The 2012 London Olympics Game

The 2012 London Summer Olympics was a multi-sport international event participated in by
10,700 athletes from 204 countries. The event was held in London and surrounding cities of United
Kingdom from 27th July until 12th August 2012 (I0C, 2012). To the Arab world, the event was
the first huge international sporting competitions to be held after the Arab Spring which caused
massive social and political changes in the region. Thus, the organiser of the London 2012 Olympic
Games, as well as the International Olympic Committee, were keen to make possible the
participation of female athletes from Arabia and Qatar (ibid.).

Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Brunei were the only countries which had never sent female
athletes to previous Olympic Games. In Saudi Arabia, women were not allowed to practise sports
and had been prevented from competing in sporting events. Women also were prohibited from
attending stadia to watch football matches.

In June 2010, the I0C put pressure on Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Brunei to send their female
athletes; otherwise, these three countries were threatened with exclusion from the Olympic Games
(10C,2010). A month later, Qatar announced that they would send a female athlete to the games
and this was followed by a similar announcement from Brunei several months later (BBC, 2011).
The decision made by Qatar and Brunei put tremendous pressure on Saudi Arabia to reconsider
the restriction on women’s participation in a sporting event. A year later, in November 2011, Al-
Jazirah briefly reported that Saudi Arabia was seriously considered sending female athletes to the
2012 London Olympic to avoid being barred by the 10C (Al-Jazirah, 2011).

The decision to send female athletes to the 2012 London Olympics faced many obstacles
and caused a lengthy debate in Saudi Arabia (Harun et.al 2018). Women activists viewed the

decision as an excellent achievement for SW in the light of social improvement post the Arab
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Spring. BBC provided broad coverage of this historical achievement for SW to be part of the 2012
London Olympics game (BBCA, 2012). The outlet portrayed the Saudi decision to overturn
decades of restriction against women’s appearance in public as a “huge step forward’. The outlet
also attributed this achievement to the changes initiated by King Abdullah, who had been a
champion for women empowerment in the country (ibid.). On the other hand, many Saudi
conservatives and traditionalist were strongly against the SW participation in the game. The sharia
code regarding dress, gender mixing and the male guardian are among the reasons used to support
their arguments (Harun et al., 2018).

Finally, Wojdan Shaherkani, a judoka, and Sarah Altar, an 800-meter runner made history
as the two Saudi female athletes to enter the Olympics game for the first time. Both athletes
recorded a low achievement in the tournament citing a lack of preparation and exposure to
competition at the same level of sporting tournaments as the main factors for their early defeat (Al-
Jazirah, 2012). Despite this low achievement, the participation of the female athlete from Saudi
Arabia in the tournament has provided a great opportunity for SW to involve in the sports event at
the international level.

The 2012 London Olympics was a historic achievement for the SW and their social position
in the country. It was the beginning for more opportunities for women’s involvement not only in
the sporting event but also in various social activities in which women can actively contribute
toward the generation building. In the following Olympics Games, the 2016 Rio de Janeiro
Olympics, the number of Saudi female athlete doubled from two to four. Sarah Attar made her

second appearance in the game but again failed to record any significant achievement (BBC, 2016).
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6.3.4 d) Driving Restriction

Being banned from driving a motor vehicle is one of many restrictions faced by SW. However, the
driving restriction is unique compared to other restrictions in many ways. First, Saudi Arabia was
the only country in the world which prohibited women from driving. Secondly, the battle to fight
against this restriction had a long historical record. It had started since 1990 when a group of SW
drove cars in Riyadh to challenge the restriction (BBC, 2010). They had been arrested by the
authorities. Many other attempts and various campaigns had been carried out since 1990 by many
SW activists. The campaign to lift the driving restriction reached its peak in the period of 2012 to
2015 and was inspired by the Arab Spring.

Thirdly, the campaign against driving restriction received wide international media
attention and was broadly circulated in the social media such as Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube.
As a result of intensive campaigns and with huge international pressure, on 26th September 2017,
King Salman released a royal decree to amend the law which prohibited women from driving.
Finally, on 24th June 2018, the driving restriction against women has been lifted officially.
Fourthly, the restriction of driving is closely associated with other limitations faced by SW,
particularly those restrictions fall under the male guardian system. Hence, a campaign to allow
women to drive also aimed to lose the straight implementation of the male guardian system on
SW.

Manal al-Sharif was among the prominent figures who actively campaign for women to
drive (BBC,2011). Inspired by the success of the protest during the Arab Spring, which was
catalysed by social media, al-Sharif utilised YouTube and Facebook for her campaign. Al-Sharif
named her campaign "women2Drive' (BBC, 22/5/2011) and received negative feedback from the

authorities after being detained several times. Her campaign has inspired many women to follow
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her actions and help her campaign. (Al-Hareth, 2020) was among the volunteer to help al-Sharif
efforts. Wajnat Rabhini, Maha al-Qahtani and Eman Nafjan were among the SW who publicly
drive cars challenging the restrictions on driving against them in 2011(BBC, 2011). Similar to al-
Sharif they also have been detained by authorities.

BBCA was among the international media outlets provide comprehensive coverage on
these SW activists demanding their rights to drive and criticism the implementation of male-
guardian system in Saudi Arabia. Hence, Al-Sharif and her fellow activists are the most frequent
social actors mentioned in BBCA corpus data. In contrast, these activists’ names are absent in AJ

corpus data and the report on their campaign is rarely be found the outlet’s news.

6.3.5 €) The Internet Revolution and Social Media

According to the statistical data released by the Saudi Ministry of Communication and Information
Technology (MCIT), the number of Saudi people using social media has risen dramatically from
around 8.5 million to 12.8 million in 2010 to 2014, and the number continues to rise, reaching 18.3
million users in 2018 (MCIT, 2019) (www.mcit.gov.sa/en/media.centre/news). This represents
almost 60% of Saudi Arabia population. The ownership of smartphones has contributed
significantly towards an active use of social media platform and services by the Saudis (ibid).
Moreover, Facebook, Twitter and YouTube recorded the highest numbers of social media users
among Saudis, where Facebook is placed at the top with 11 million users followed by Twitter 9
million and 7 million Saudis watched YouTube video clips mostly from their smartphones (ibid).
In term of communicating through social media, Saudi Arabia came at the top of the list among
the Arab countries in utilising social media communication services such as WhatsApp, Snapchat

and Facebook Messenger.
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This official statistical data from the government source show that social media and internet
services, in general, are very familiar among Saudis®. Due to the limitation of freedom of
expression and the lack of media freedom, many Saudis have moved to social media particularly
Twitter to express their views (Sahly, 2016) which mainly centre around political and social
discussion (Alothman, 2013). Social media offers a convenient platform for Saudis to express their
opinion freely. The same also applies to many people in other Arab countries who take social
media as their platform to express political and social views after being prevented and monitored
by the authorities from doing so. However, Alothman (2013) indicated that Saudi’s Twitter users
differ slightly from other Arab users as the Saudis mostly use Twitter merely to express their
opinions, rather than initiating specific actions against the government such as calling for a protest
or mobilising a demonstration.

Nevertheless, the increasing amount of social media usage among the Saudis has made the
social media more powerful and influential tools in shaping public discourses compared to the
traditional media, particularly those local traditional media produced by Saudi media outlets. No
doubt the internet revolution which arrived in Saudi Arabia at the end of 1990s has caused a
massive change to Saudi society. When the internet provides Saudis with social media services,
they were the first among the Arab people to fully utilise this open, comprehensive global platform
to express their views. Within this framework, Saudi women activists have made full use of social
media to launch their campaign promoting for more rights and freedom (Alhareth et al., 2015;

Alenazy, 2017). The campaign for women to drive and the campaign against the full dominance

30 Other statistical data from non-Saudi government sources indicate a much higher number of social media users in
Saudi Arabia as of 2019, which represents almost 72% of the country population. This number jumped from around
15 million users in 2014. (Global Media Insight, 2020) www.globalmediainsight.com/blog/saudi.arabia. The statistic
in comparison stated slightly lower number of active social media users in Saudi Arabia: 23 million, which represent
68% of the population in 2019 up from 13.8 million in 2014 (www.statista.com/statistics/284451/Saudi.Arabia).
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of men through the system of a male guardian are among the campaign actively circulated in the
social media. These campaigns have attracted many followers and supporters not only among the
SW themselves but also received messages of support and solidarity from women all over the
world particularly in other Arab neighbouring countries and in the United States (Chaudry, 2014).
Thus, social media has become a powerful medium for constructing an effective discourse during
the sociopolitical struggles in Saudi Arabia. It provides a wave of international pressure for the
Saudi authorities to amend their policies which discriminate against women in order to avoid being

marginalised by the international communities.

6.4 Group Polarisation

In van Dijk’s ideological square (1995), he posits that ideologies appear in polarised discourse.
Van Dijk furthermore elaborates that the discourse is characterised by the dichotomy of 'us' verse
'them'. Hence, 'us' is treated as the 'in-group' and represented positively in discourse. In
comparison, 'them' is considered as the 'out-group' and represented negatively. The process of
representing 'us' positively while representing ‘them' negatively is achieved by using specific
ideological structures and strategies. By critically examining the discourse structures which
construe polarised opinion, these specific ideologies structures and strategies can be identified.
Based on this framework of the ideological square, my analysis of corpus data from AJ and BBCA
as presented in Chapter Three, Four and Five of the present study indicated a consistent practice
of group polarisation of the ‘in-group’ as opposed to the ‘out-group’. In the following section, I
will discuss in detail the practice of group polarisation on the textual level by focusing on the
linguistic features which have been used to represent SW based on van Leeuwen’s framework as

has been presented in detail in Chapter Three, Four and Five of the present study.
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To begin with, AJ represents SW most of the time as dynamic and actively participating in
social events (see Chapter 3). SW also are represented as the centre attention in the online news
texts. In addition, the outlet represented SW as active social actors through possesivation and
circumstantialisation. Hence, AJ positively portrays SW as actively possessing various
achievements which become the pride of their country. In comparison, BBCA represented SW as
victims, weak and passive social actors in the corpus data. The outlet negatively depicted SW as
the object of many restrictions and with limitations forced on them. Hence, on many occasions,
BBCA represented SW as victims of unjust treatments which prevent them from driving a vehicle,
limiting their mobility, and restricting their freedom. The outlet also negatively reported on SW as
victims of domestic abuse, harassment and others who have been arrested for demanding their
rights.

AlJalso represented SW as passive social actors. However, it was strategically being carried
out to portray women as someone who must be assisted, protected, and guarded. Hence, it
promotes positive impressions on the efforts of Saudi authorities to empower women and provide
them with shelter and help. Similarly, BBCA also represented SW as active social actors.
However, it was done most of the time by strategically portrayed SW as the main social actors
who criticised the unjust treatment against women and demanding for their rights.

Moving into the sub-category of differentiation, the analysis of corpus data revealed many
group polarisation discourse elements practised by the two outlets. AJ positively represented SW
by comparing them with other women, particularly Western women. SW in AJ corpus data are
represented as having unique characters and needs, which make them distinguished from the
Western women who enjoy different rights not similar to women in Saudi Arabia. In comparison,

BBCA represented SW in favour of other women, particularly Western women. Therefore, the
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outlet negatively portrayed SW as having unjust treatment comparable to that faced by Indian
women. Western women, on the other hand, are positively represented by BBCA as enjoying an
equal right with men. Moreover, SW are represented in BBCA as facing many restrictions which
limit their mobility as commonly attached to the male guardian system. In contrast, Western
women are given their freedom of choice and enjoy the rights to be independent.

In the same vein, BBCA negatively represented SW through the process of
overdetermination by portraying them as fully occupied with household chores such as cooking,
cleaning, washing, shopping for groceries, taking care of husband and children. In comparison, AJ
represented SW with much more positive tone by highlighting their capabilities to balance between
jobs and their tasks to their families as a daughter, sister, wife and mother. Thus, it indicates that
Al treated SW as the 'in-group' by representing them positively for their capability of fulfilling the
obligations to their works and family. In contrast, BBCA considered SW as the 'out-group' hence
represented them negatively by limiting their tasks on taking care of husband and children.

Another important ideological discourse structure which distinguished between AJ and
BBCA is the extensive use of honorific titles to refer to SW used by the former compared to BBCA.
Most of the time, AJ refers to SW not only by their names in full (first name and surname) but also
mentions the honorific and professional titles of SW based on their social status and roles. Thus,
the honorific titles such as 'Her Highness Princess', 'Her Excellency', 'Professor’, 'honourable’,
‘Madam’, ‘doctor’, ‘engineer’ and ‘Mrs'. These honorific and professional titles indicate that AJ
is referring to SW with respect, hence addressing them in a way that reinforces and sustains the
established social order. Thus, it shows that AJ considered SW as the 'in-group’ by strategically
utilising titles according to their profession or social status. In comparison, BBCA corpus data

does not record much about the use of honorific and professional titles to refer to Saudi women.
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Most of the time, SW are referred by their names and surnames without much attention to the
honorific or professional titles of the social actors.

The strategic used of ‘personalisation’ and ‘impersonalisation’ by AJ and BBCA indicates
another ideological discourse structure. AJ represented SW more frequently by using the process
of ‘personalisation’ compared to ‘impersonalisation'. Hence, most of the time, the outlet refers to
SW by their human features such as using possessive pronouns and adjectives which are attached
to human (women). On several occasion, SW are represented through the process of
'impersonalisation’. However, it was carefully carried out by referring to their qualities and their
places. It is found that AJ only referred to SW by their positive qualities such as ‘skillful’,
‘diligent’, ‘hardworking’, ‘determine’, ‘patient’, “’pious, ‘caring’ and ‘obedient’. SW are also
referred to by AJ through places which are closed to them such as their house, hometown, office,
university, and college. All these strongly indicate that AJ treated SW as the 'in-group' by
representing them positively through their human identities and their good qualities. The same
cannot be said on BBCA, which treated SW as the ‘out-group’'.

To begin with, the use of 'impersonalisation” in BBCA corpus data is much more visible
compared to AJ. When BBCA utilised ‘impersonalisation’ to represent SW, it was done mostly by
referring to them negatively. Hence, SW are represented by BBCA as ‘weak’, ‘incompetent’,
‘primitive’, ‘traditionalist’, ‘inefficient’, ‘untrained’, ‘imprisoned’, ‘prevented’, ‘restricted’ and
‘isolated’. By referring to SW through their negative values shows that BBCA is treating SW as
the ‘out-group’.

The practise of group polarisation in representing SW by the two online news outlets do
not limit at the ideological linguistics structures but also extend to cover the discursive practise

level. Thus, the analysis of discursive practises showed that the outlets' stand in reproducing the
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relations of power by providing a particular group of social actors with full access to the
construction of discourse, while others have been strategically marginalised in the discourse. This
reveals the outlet's attitude in preserving the powerful (antagonists) or countering them by
supporting the protagonists. The strategic use of the nomination process by the two outlets to
represent SW revealed the distinguish feature which separated the two outlets in term of discursive
practise. AJ represented the elites, high-status and successful SW through their unique identities.
Hence, the outlet gave details about their name, surname, and honorific titles to indicate their status
and their social roles. The representation of SW through the process of nomination indicates that
AJ aims to highlight the achievements of SW in various field, hence, a proudly reported on their
success story.

By contrast, the typical SW who does not hold any significant social status or professional
positions is represented through the process of categorisation. This is being done by representing
them with other SW in the way that it is almost impossible to determine any of them precisely.
Thus, AJ has marginalised the lower and and middle-class SW by representing them anonymously.
Compared to BBCA, the outlet strategically utilised the process of nomination to represent certain
middle-class SW, particularly the women activists who lead the campaign promoting for the rights
of women in Saudi Arabia. BBCA gives their attention to women activists such as Manal al-Sharif,
Halah el-Dousary, Eman al-Nafjan and Nailah al-Attar and many more by providing detailed
descriptions of their activities and contribution towards SW rights. Hence, it indicates that BBCA
treated SW activists as the 'in-group’, while AJ marginalised them by focusing on the elites and
successful SW.

The strategic use of the process 'functionalisation’ also indicates a practice of group

polarisation by BBCA and AJ. In the corpus data, AJ strategically utilised the process of
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‘functionalisation' to represent SW who hold essential jobs and highlighted their outstanding
achievement. Hence, AJ reported that SW had reached many top positions in the country including
becoming the members of Shura council, members of the local council; lawyers, doctors,
engineers, lecturers, professors, and managing directors. In comparison, BBCA used the same
process of ‘functionalisation’ to represent SW activists who are loudly criticising the government
unjust policies against women. Hence, BBCA strategically utilised the process of
‘functionalisation' to represent a group of SW who are often marginalised by AJ. Moreover, BBCA
used the process of ‘functionalisation' to represent SW by their jobs which are neglected by AJ
such as bloggers, writers, authors, journalists, actors, film directors, producers, artists, and athletes.
This strongly indicates that the outlet was providing ample access to the discourse construction for
groups of SW who are almost absent in AJ news reports.

In the same vein, AJ strategically represents the elite and high-status SW through the
process of ‘individualisation’. On the other hand, ordinary SW are represented by using
‘assimilation’. In effect this combines their representation with other SW without highlighting any
individual person. This strategic use of ‘individualisation' and 'assimilation' reveals that AJ treated
SW elites and successful women as the 'in-group'. Hence, they have been given wide coverage on
their success stories in the online news.

In contrast, BBCA used the process of 'individualisation’ to represent ordinary and typical
SW. Most of the time, it was used to represent SW activists, bloggers, and journalists. However,
BBCA also represents housewives and students using the process of ‘individualisation’. Again, by
representing ordinary SW through the process of ‘individualisation', BBCA has highlighted a
group of SW who have been marginalised by AJ. Both news outlets were practising group

polarisation in representing SW. The elites and successful SW are the centre of attention in AJ
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news reports for their high social status and their remarkable achievements, while ordinary and
typical SW who do not hold high-rank jobs are side-lined by the outlet. BBCA, in contrast, pays
much attention to SW activists, most of whom are middle-class women. BBCA also represents
housewives and female students individually. In so doing, the outlet has marginalised the elites
and high-ranked SW.

The analysis of topic words, furthermore, provides evidence to the practise of group
polarisation at the discursive level. The analysis helps to examine the way reporters of AJ and
BBCA produced their news reports particularly in term of selecting certain events, hence
considered it as newsworthy and leaving out others, hence marginalised the importance of the
event to be included in the news. To begin with, BBCA provides comprehensive reports on Saudi
female athlete historic participation in the 2012 London Olympic game. The outlet has covered the
event from the very beginning when the Saudi Olympic committee agreed to send female athletes
for the first time to the international sporting events in 2011. BBCA also exclusively reported on
the obstacles faced by Saudi female athletes to reach the Olympic Games.

Moreover, the outlet gives details on the involvement of Saudi female athletes during the
tournament. This intensive coverage on Saudi female athlete's participation by the outlet has been
given despite the country only sending two female participants, and both of them failed to perform
well in the tournament. In contrast, the participation of two female athletes in the 2012 London
Olympics game has been side-lined in the AJ online news reports. SW were prevented from taking
part in a sporting tournament, particularly at the international level. Hence, despite the high
reputation of 2012 London Olympics game in general and the historic achievement of SW to be
part of the Olympic game, AJ only concentrated its coverage on the male athletes of the

tournament.
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BBCA also give emphasis to the various campaigns launched by SW activists demanding
for rights and freedom for women and criticise the government which treat SW differently
compared to men. Most of these campaigns and critiques were done through social media such as
Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube. BBCA then pick-up details on these social media campaigns as
well as their feedbacks received from women all over the world to be included in its news report.
These campaign critiques targeted among others the driving restrictions, male-guardian system,
and restrictions on participating in sporting events. The activists of SW went to social media to
launch their campaigns and critiques as they were prevented from doing so publicly by the
authority. Hence, it is no surprise to found that these campaigns and critiques against driving
restriction and the male-guardian system were absent in AJ corpus data. AJ does, however, provide
discussions on the driving restriction, which collect many arguments between the supporters of
restriction and who against them. That said, the outlet has side-lined the campaigns which aimed
to challenge the government policies.

Moreover, BBCA provides stories which highlight victims of the male-guardian system.
In these stories, the outlet reported on the difficulties faced by SW to make her own decision as
she is attached to her male guardian in almost everything, thus limiting her freedom and restricting
her mobility. As a result, many SW are excluded from higher education and job opportunities.
Moreover, when a woman failed to get the approval from her male guardian, she will be in a
dilemma between her needs and fulfilling other desire. The outlet frequently reported on SW who
are easily become the victims of unjust treatment by their men (mostly, father and brother) and
husbands through various cases of domestic abuses. Women also become the victim of harassment
in their jobs and public area. Again, as the male-guardian system is firmly rooted in the local Saudi

tradition, AJ dismissed the significance of the event to be included in its online news report.
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On the other hand, AJ considered successful SW to be a main topic in its online news
coverage. Hence, the outlet proudly reported on outstanding SW achievements in various fields.
In many AJ news reports, SW have been portrayed as achieving much local and international
recognition for their outstanding success. For instance, AJ proudly reported on the success stories
of Maha Khayyat, Noura Rasshad, Maha al-Munef, and Hayyam lbrahim for receiving
international recognitions based on their significant contributions in medical and scientific
research.

Moreover, Sarah al-Syaif, a prominent female lawyer in Saudi Arabia, was acknowledged
for her contributions in promoting more women to study and practise law in the country. In
comparison, these SW success stories do not receive much attention from BBCA. Instead, BBCA
opted to highlight the achievements and international recognition received by SW activists. Hence,
BBCA provided details on the international reception of Manal al-Sharif at the Oslo Freedom
Forum. Similarly, the outlet highlighted the international recognition awarded to Loujain al-
Hathloul for her efforts in promoting Saudi women’s right. Besides these international plaudits,
BBCA intensively reported on the obstacles faced by these prominent women activists. Al-Sharif
has been arrested several times by the authority, while al-Hathloul and her husband were assaulted
and prisoned. Eman al-Nafjan, Aisha al-Mana, Aziza al-Yousef and Madeha al-Ajroush were
among the activists who have been detained by the authorities for their involvement in various
campaigns to challenge the driving restriction and the law of male guardian (BBCA, 2014).

The success stories of SW, as reported by AJ, came as a direct result of various government
efforts, policies, and initiatives to empower women in Saudi Arabia. Thus, Saudi government
efforts to empower women have been given intensive coverage by AJ in online news reports. For

instance, AJ, in detail, reported that the government had provided various educational
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opportunities for SW at the local universities. Moreover, millions of Riyals have been allocated
annually as a scholarship to send SW abroad for furthering their studies. AJ also reported
collaboration between various ministries in providing courses and workshops aimed at enhancing
SW working skills, and thereby making SW more competitive in the working environment. To
promote greater participation by women in jobs underrepresented by SW, AJ reported that the
authorities had provided policies and initiatives which encourage women to hold jobs in
entrepreneurship, management, finance, and hand craft. All these efforts reported by AJ promote
a positive impression of the Saudi government for their continued supports towards women.
Unsurprisingly, these efforts of women empowerment have been side-lined by BBCA. In contrast,
the outlet highlights many restrictions faced by SW, which limit their mobility and freedom.
BBCA also highlighted that despite many efforts to empower SW, many of them still excluded
from enjoying various education opportunities compared to men.

AJ also exclusively report on Saudi's health authority efforts in providing health care to
SW. Among these initiatives are health campaigns, health education and building hospitals to
provide excellent health services to Saudis. Looking specifically at health issues related to SW, AJ
provides wide coverage on the government initiatives to fight issues related to breast cancer,
cervical cancer, blood cancer, tumour and diabetic, hypertension and obesity. SW are encouraged
to visit their doctors to seek medical treatments and conduct regular health check to prevent cancer.
There have also been advised to practise healthy life by practising sports and having a balanced
diet. News coverage of this kid on Saudi's authority health initiative is absent from BBCA corpus
data.

In comparison, BBCA opted to highlight the restrictions on SW practising sports. SW were

not allowed to watch a football match at the stadium, which is the most popular sport among
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Saudis. They also were prevented from participating in the sporting tournament. The female
students also were restricted from practising sports in their schools. Moreover, most of the sporting
centres were dominated by men, hence, limit the opportunity for women to practise a healthy way
of life.

To sum up, the analysis of ideological discourse structures at both textual and discursive
practise level indicates that AJ and BBCA tended to take sides in representing SW. Hence, it seems
that the two outlets were portraying an opposing social actor. This happened as a direct result of
each outlet standing to support a different group of social actors. AJ and BBCA differ from each
other in terms of whom they considered as the 'in-group’ and the 'out-group'. The 'in-group' has
been represented positively in the news articles, while the 'out-group’ has been cast with negative
connotations.

Moreover, the 'in-group' has been given broad access to the construction of news discourse.
Hence, the outlet provides detailed explanations for them. In comparison, the ‘out-group' has been
side-lined by providing few details on them in the news reports. Concerning the topic selection,
each outlet strategically selects specific topics which suited its interest to be reported in the news,

while other topics have been marginalised and considered as unnewsworthy.

6.5 Hegemonic Discourse

Article 39 of Saudi Basic Laws (Saudi Embassy, 1992 revised 2003) does not guarantee freedom
of media coverage in the country. The law restricts mass media and limits the freedom of
expression which can lead toward disorder, division and affect the security of Saudi Arabia and its
people. More recently, Saudi Arabia has strengthened control over media institutions through the

implementation of 'anti-terrorism acts'. There are much broader powers for the authority to curb
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government critics. The ‘'assassination’ of Jamal Khashoggi at the Saudi Arabia Consulate in
Istanbul on 2" October 2018 is one of many events showings how the Saudi authorities handle
their critics.®!

Most recently, the Saudi specialized Criminal Court has sentenced two journalists, Ahmed
al-Suwian®?, and Fahd al-Sunaidi®?, for up to three and a half years in prison following their arrest
in September 2017. (CPJ, 4/Sept/2020 Saudi Court sentences 2 journalists to prison following
2017 Arrests.www.cpj.org/2020/09/Saudi-Court).

The ‘Reporters Without Borders’ described Saudi Arabia as implementing harsh
censorship on media in the country, and hence ranked Saudi 163rd out of 180 countries for freedom

of the press in 2013 (RSF, 2010) www.rsf.org/en/Saudiarabia). Saudi’s ranking has sunk lower

since 2013 and reached 172" out of 180 countries in 2019 (ibid). The murder of Jamal Kashoggi
and the detention of many journalists who were vocal against the government led to this low
ranking of media freedom in Saudi Arabia. It is estimated that at least 30 journalists are still in
Prison in Saudi Arabia.** Other journalists who raised criticism or discussed political issues are
facing the risk of being fired or detained by the authority under criminal code or being investigated
under the terrorism or cybercrime laws (RSF, 2020). Many of them have been accused of 'insulting

religion', 'inciting chaos', ‘causing disability' or 'harming the reputation of the Kingdom' (Ibid). The

31 Jamal Kashoggi was an editor for a prominent Saudi newspaper agency known as Al-Watan. He was the general
manager and editor-in-chief of Al-Arab News Channel owned by Saudi Prince Al-Waleed bin Talal. The channel is
based in Manama, Bahrain. Before that, from 1991 until 1999 he was the acting editor-in-chief of Al-Madina one of
the oldest Arabic newspaper published in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. Prior to his death, he was the columnist for The
Washington Post in which he wrote several articles openly criticising Saudi rulers and their policies. He was last seen
alive on 2" October 2018 before entering the Saudi Consulate in Istanbul, Turkey.

32 Chair of the board of Al-Bayan magazine and Chair of Islamic Press Association in Saudi Arabia.
33 ATV host on Saudi Local TV channel known as Al-Majd.

3 New York Time, 10/7/2019) Reporters Without Borders Urged SA to Free 30 Jailed Journalist www.nytimes.com.
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same has happened to Al-Jazirah reporter, Fahd al-Jukhaidib in September 2008 (Committee to
Protect Journalist (CPPR) February 2011).

The Saudi Press Laws published on 29/7/2001 (www.laws.booe.gov.sa) by the Bureau of
Experts at the Council of Ministers Saudi Arabia stated that the freedom of expression is
guaranteed in the country. However, it must be made according to the Sharia laws framework.
Hence, journalists should report their opinion based on reality and backed by clear evidence.
However, when the reported issue is closely related to national security, Article 9 of Saudi Press
Laws emphasises that press freedom should never jeopardise the public and national security
(Ibid). This has led Sahly (2016) to describe Saudi Press Laws as broad and vague without
providing much-needed details in writing. Hence, in real practise, the freedom of the press is
almost absent in the country. Moreover, Al-Sarami (2012) claimed that the Saudi Journalist
Association does not play an active role in the Kingdom even though it was established to serve
the professional goals of journalists in the country®. As a result, the Saudi press has a limited role
in the country, particularly towards social reform.

The Saudi Press Laws also indicate that the Saudi government, through the Ministry of
Information, has direct control over Saudi media institutions (Saudi Press Laws, 2001). The
Ministry is responsible for licensing the establishment of any media institution in the country. The
Ministry also has the decision in the formation of media institution board director as well as
looking at the process of selecting chief editor, editor and managing director. This provides the
Ministry with an absolute power to enforce ‘censorship' to any media publication in the country

(Sahly, 2016). Moreover, the Law of Printing and Publication (2003) which enforced by the

% Interestingly, Mr al-Malik, the Al-Jazirah Editor-in-Chief himself is the Vice President of Saudi Journalist
Association.
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Ministry of Culture and Information strictly monitor any type of media outputs which go against
the government policies (Ministry of Culture and Information Saudi Arabia, 2003).

Despite being privately owned, Al-Jazirah is totally subject to Saudi Press Laws and Saudi
Basic Laws. Working under this heavily controlled and monitored legal as well as social ethics
framework, Al-Jazirah not only produces hegemonised discourse around SW but also helps to
sustain it. Without the assurance of press freedom in Saudi Arabia, the outlet fails to highlight
critical issues related to SW such as women's rights and freedom and domestic abuse against them.
AJ has become the mouthpiece of Saudi's government by producing news reports not only to
support government policies but also aiming to answer criticism around it. The outlet's intensive
reports on successful SW and their contribution to social and economic sectors are evidence of
Saudi's government efforts to empower women. It also rejects the criticisms which accused the
government of side-lining women; hence they are underrepresented in many economic and social
activities.

Moreover, the outlet emphasised patriarchal norms and values in explaining various
restrictions on SW. For instance, in interpreting SW driving restriction, the outlet reported the
biased views of gender practice which gives priority to men over women. Hence, it is men’s
responsibility to drive women and allowing SW to drive would diminish man's responsibility for
women. Besides, if women become less dependent on men, this would lead to huge negative
consequences in Saudi's society. Thus, when women are allowed to drive, they will be less at home
and neglected their responsibilities to the family. In term of limiting women to specific job based
on her nature, the outlet explained this policy from the gender stereotype point of view. This
sustains the government policy of only permitting women to work in a controlled environment.

Thus, most of SW are involved in the sectors of education, administration, health care and more
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recently entrepreneurship. Hence, women are not allowed to mix freely with men in the workplace
and must not work in jobs which will affect her dignity.

The representation of SW in the AJ news report also emphasises the hegemonised discourse
by comparing SW with other women, particularly Western women. To support the hegemonised
discourse, AJ portrayed SW as having unique characters; hence they have different needs.
Therefore, the news outlet is constructing the SW in the discourse as a group that sees itself as
different from Western women, hence, SW acknowledge that they are requiring a different form
of rights and freedom which may not be suitable for Western women. Besides, the limitation on
SW freedom aims to safeguard her safety and protect her dignity. This view of providing a different
form of rights and freedom to SW compared to other women is in line with the Saudi's government
policies which based on the patriarchy ideology.

Moving into BBCA, it is found that the outlet offers a counter-hegemonised discourse on
SW. As an international media outlet based outside Saudi Arabia, BBCA is not tied to any
restriction faced by Saudi's local media. Nevertheless, BBCA, in general, has a vast reputation
among Arab people. BBCA, in particular, has a strong relationship of more than 80 years with
Arab people, including in Saudi Arabia. BBCA places emphasis on the Western media tradition
of providing impartiality, fairness, professionalism, and objectivity coverage in its news report
(Lahlali, 2011). This is seen by many to make the outlet a better choice among the Arab audience
compared to the traditional Arab media outlets.

Moreover, the outlet gives news contents to the Arab audience based on their interests and
desires. Hence, it advocates for the freedom of speech which is highly regarded as one of the most
important pillars within the Western media tradition (Al-Juber & Gunter, 2013). BBCA provides

comprehensive coverage on topics and issues often neglected by Arabic media outlets such as
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human rights, minority rights, freedom of expression, democracy, and social change (Ismail et al.,
2018). Previously, during the so-called 'Arab Spring’, BBCA was among the leading Arabic
international media outlets which provided reliable news inputs for the Arab audiences (ibid.).

Specifically, on SW, it is found that the outlet continues to support the freedom of
expression in its news reports related to SW. Thus, BBCA intensively reported on the issues of
human rights and freedom in Saudi Arabia. As the local Saudi media is restricted from reporting
impartially on Saudi women's activists, they approached many international media outlets
including BBCA to voice their demands and launch their campaign against the unjust treatment of
women. Also, BBCA picks up information from social media such as Twitter, Facebook, and
YouTube, which become a wide-open platform for many Saudis to express their dissatisfaction on
government policies. Providing exclusive access to antagonist's voices to the outlet's news reports
shows that BBCA is providing a counter-hegemonised discourse to Arab audiences particularly in
Saudi Arabia which dominated by the local media discourse of pro-government.

In providing counter-hegemonised discourse, BBCA represented SW as weak, passive,
underrepresented and oppressed. These negative representations of SW are the direct result of
Saudi's government unjust policies against women. In comparison, Western women have been
represented as independent and determined to be treated equally with men. The outlet also side-
lined the stories of successful SW who have been receiving various international awards for their
outstanding performance. In contrast, BBCA reported in detail on the international recognitions
given to women activists for their continued efforts fighting against SW oppression in Saudi
Arabia. Moreover, the outlet negatively reports the obstacles faced by many activists in their
struggles to achieve their rights. Many have been arrested, assaulted, fined, and prisoned only for

asking for their rights.
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Despite the outlet’s efforts in offering the counter-hegemonised discourse around SW and
championing the campaign for SW freedom, it is found that the outlet is playing safe in criticising
the Saudi government and its unjust policies on women. This is to say, even though the outlet has
provided extensive coverage on the issue of women rights in Saudi Arabia, the outlet has not
directly made criticisms of the Saudi monarch who holds absolute power in the country. Hence,
the outlet was avoiding any negative consequences as a result of such direct criticism against the
Saudi rulers. In a much broader perspective, BBCA was avoiding making any direct attack on the
Saudi monarch, which would jeopardise the strong relationship between Saudi Arabia and the
West, notably the United Kingdom and the United States.

Western superpowers have a complicated relationship with Saudi Arabia. On one hand,
Western superpowers support demands for social change in the country, which include providing
an equal right to men and women as well as promoting democratic practises in Saudi civil society.
On the other hand, these superpowers are preserving their economic and political interests with the
rulers of Saudi Arabia. In term of politics, Saudi Arabia is the strongest ally of the US in the region.
Saudi cooperation with the US is vital to overcoming Iranian influence in the region. Moreover,
as the guardian of two Muslim holy cities of Mecca and Medina, Saudi ruler’s, and Saudi Arabia,
in general, are enjoying a high reputation among Muslims globally. Having a good relationship
with Saudi Arabia is access for the West to build strong diplomatic ties with other Muslim
countries, particularly those Arab oil-rich countries in the Arab Gulf.

Saudi Arabia is also vital for Western superpower economic activities. The strategic
location of Saudi Arabia right in the middle of the Middle East is very important to generate more
opportunities for Western investments. As one of the main oil exporters, Saudi Arabian oil

industries contribute to the country’s significant power and influence globally. Any negative action

292



against Saudi's government may lead the country to cut its oil supply to the world. This would
create instability in the oil price, which in turn could cause global economic instability. On top of
this, Saudi Arabia had the third largest defence budget in the world in 2017 (Stockholm Inter Peace
Research Institute, 2017). The primary source for Saudi Arabia defence system in 2013-2017
comes from the US, UK, France, and Germany in which the US alone supplied worth USD110
billion in arms to Saudi Arabia in 2017 (ibid.). Any negative action from the West towards Saudi
Arabia would cause the latter to find alternative arm deals with Russia and China. Moreover, the
US and Saudi Arabia enjoy excellent goods and services between the two countries which has
created an estimated 165,000 jobs in the US in 2015. The total trade value between the two
countries exceeded USD46 billion between 2014 and 2017 (UN Comtrade Database, 2018).

Last but not least, Western superpowers depend on Saudi's active role in maintaining the
security of the Middle East by fighting extremism and terrorism. Saudi Arabia influence among
other Arab and Muslim countries helps to combat terrorism among Muslims, particularly in
dealing with the threat of Islamic State (I1S) and other terrorist groups using the name of Islam. The
West will not jeopardise their strongest ally in the region in combating the terrorism by directly
interfering with Saudi local issues pertaining to women. Thus, BBCA reporting on the issues of
SW reflects the stand of the British Foreign Office and the British government in general. The
British government promotes the freedom of expression and support the women's rights; however,
it will not jeopardise the strong economic and political ties with the Saudi ruler due to the extensive
benefits enjoyed by preserving this strategic relationship between the two countries.

It is noteworthy to mention at this final section of my discussion of the present chapter that
there have been remarkable changes in SW conditions in recent years (2015 onwards; which is

considered outside the timeframe specified for the corpus data analysis of present study). SW have,
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among others, been allowed to drive, to attend football matches, and have started to work in jobs
previously restricted only to men. Despite these changes, many SW activists and government's
critics still face many restrictions, the male guardian system is still been practiced and many still
being locked behind bars. This indicates that the Saudi authorities still not do not allow the freedom
of speech.

There are also significant changes recorded in Saudi's media development. Female Saudi
journalists have started to involve more seriously in the media mainstream (Mellor, 2010). Some
of them has been appointed with essential jobs, including chief editor, senior editor, and senior
columnists (AJ, 2014). The female reporter has been allowed to cover sporting events which
previously exclusively only for a male journalist. In term of news content, there are some notable
changes in term of coverage issues which are more diverse compared to the news in the past ten
years. Local newspapers, in particular, started to cover the issues related to foreign affairs, civil
society, culture, labour and justice (Almistadi, 2014).

Moreover, news of the monarch family is no longer highlighted as a front-page feature in
many Saudi's newspapers (Beating the Censor, 2014). Local media have also expanded their
coverage to include topics and issues which gained much attention by users of media social
services. Thus, media outlets started to communicate with a wide audience through social media.
It is predicted that social media will become the most effective communication platform among
Saudis'. This is due to the massive potential of these open-access platforms for many Saudis to
express their view with less restriction compared to the traditional media.

On the other hand, with the restrictions on media freedom and intense monitoring by the
authorities still in place, the roles for local media in promoting social change are severely limited.

Despite the changes that have been introduced, and the various efforts to empower women, SW
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rights are still restricted and need more concrete measures toward more holistic reform. The
foreign media, particularly the Western media, has a better chance to promote social change in
Saudi Arabia, as it faces less restriction and is not directly subject to local laws. However, as
discussed above, with the vast economic and political ties between the West and Saudi Arabia, the
Western superpowers seem not to want to risk these valuable relationships at the price of local
social reform. Hence, it is predicted that the change in SW conditions will continue to make slow
progress because of the lack of real impetus for reforms rather than cosmetic changes made to

merely silence the critics.

6.6 Conclusion

The present chapter focused on the aim to relate the findings of textual analysis as presented in
Chapter Three, Four and Five with a broader sense of social practice. Hence the chapter is concern
with the third dimension of Fairclough's critical discourse analysis framework. By examining the
broader socio-political context of the discourse event, the analysis unfolds features which
contribute toward emphasising the power and sustain the social inequality.

SW live in a world dominated by men in every aspect of social, political, and economic
activity. A strict interpretation of Shari’a laws based on Wahhabi teaching is one of the critical
factors which constructs and supports the patriarchal practices in Saudi Arabia. Moreover, tribal
cultural practises also contribute to the gender segregation practices in the country. The notion of
a male guardian, which applies to every woman regardless of her age is the most significant
evidence of tribal practices which has been presented until now. Even though many efforts have
been made to empower women, women still are not involved in the movement towards real change.

These changes are seen as symbolic rather than as real power. The Kingdom tends to introduce
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these symbolic changes to avoid international and local criticism which accuses them of practising
discrimination against women.

The analysis of corpus data at the textual level revealed a practice of group polarisation.
AJ for instance, represents SW most of the time as dynamic and actively participating in social
events and are represented as the centre attention in the online news texts. Hence, AJ positively
portrays SW as actively possessing various achievements which become the pride of their country.
In comparison, BBCA represented SW as victims, weak and passive social actors in the corpus
data. The outlet negatively depicted SW as the object of many restrictions and with limitations
forced on them. Hence, on many occasions, BBCA represented SW as victims of unjust treatments
which prevent them from driving a vehicle, limiting their mobility, and restricting their freedom.

AJ positively represented SW by comparing them with other women, particularly Western
women. SW in AJ corpus data are represented as having unique characters and needs, which make
them distinguished from the Western women who enjoy different rights not similar to women in
Saudi Arabia. In comparison, BBCA represented SW in favour of other women, particularly
Western women. Therefore, the outlet negatively portrayed SW as having unjust treatment
comparable to that faced by Indian women. Western women, on the other hand, are positively
represented by BBCA as enjoying an equal right with men. Moreover, SW are represented in
BBCA as facing many restrictions which limit their mobility as commonly attached to the male
guardian system. In contrast, Western women are given their freedom of choice and enjoy the
rights to be independent.

The practice of group polarisation in representing SW by the two online news outlets also
extend to cover the discursive practice level. AJ represented the elites, high-status and successful

SW through their unique identities. Hence, the outlet gave details about their name, surname, and
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honorific titles to indicate their status and their social roles. The representation of SW through the
process of nomination indicates that AJ aims to highlight the achievements of SW in various field,
hence, a proudly reported on their success story. By contrast, the typical SW who does not hold
any significant social status or professional positions is represented through the process of
categorisation. Compared to BBCA, the outlet strategically utilised the process of homination to
represent certain middle-class SW, particularly the women activists who lead the campaign
promoting for the rights of women in Saudi Arabia. BBCA gives their attention to women activists
such as Manal al-Sharif, Halah el-Dousary, Eman al-Nafjan and Nailah al-Attar and many more
by providing detailed descriptions of their activities and contribution towards SW rights. Hence,
it indicates that BBCA treated SW activists as the 'in-group’, while AJ marginalised them by
focusing on the elites and successful SW.

The strategic use of the process 'functionalisation’ also indicates a practice of group
polarisation by BBCA and AJ. In the corpus data, AJ strategically utilised the process of
‘functionalisation' to represent SW who hold essential jobs and highlighted their outstanding
achievement. In comparison, BBCA used the same process of ‘functionalisation’ to represent SW
activists who are loudly criticising the government unjust policies against women. Hence, BBCA
strategically utilised the process of ‘functionalisation' to represent a group of SW who are often
marginalised by AJ. Moreover, BBCA used the process of ‘functionalisation' to represent SW by
their jobs which are neglected by AJ such as bloggers, writers, authors, journalists, actors, film
directors, producers, artists, and athletes. This strongly indicates that the outlet was providing
ample access to the discourse construction for groups of SW who are almost absent in AJ news

reports.
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Despite being privately owned, Al-Jazirah is subject to Saudi Press Laws and Saudi Basic
Laws. Working under this heavily controlled and monitored legal as well as social ethics
framework, Al-Jazirah not only produces hegemonised discourse around SW but also helps to
sustain it. AJ has become the mouthpiece of Saudi's government by producing news reports not
only to support government policies but also aiming to answer criticism around it. BBCA in
contrast offers a counter-hegemonised discourse on SW. As an international media outlet based
outside Saudi Arabia, BBCA is not tied to any restriction faced by Saudi's local media. BBCA
provides comprehensive coverage on topics and issues often neglected by Arabic media outlets
such as human rights, minority rights, freedom of expression, democracy, and social change.

Although the analysis indicated that the outlets has shown great efforts in offering the
counter-hegemonised discourse around SW to challenge the local Saudis media discourses and
championing the campaign for SW freedom, it is found that BBCA was avoiding making any direct
criticism on the Saudi monarch. This move would jeopardise the strong economic and political
relationship between Saudi Arabia and the West, notably the United Kingdom and the United
States. Thus, the Western superpowers are seeming reluctant to risk their ties with the Saudi ruler

by interfering in Saudi local affairs.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

CONCLUSION

7.1 Introduction
The present chapter concludes the thesis by restating the aims of the study and reiterating the
theoretical framework as well as the method utilised to analyse research data. Moreover, this

chapter highlights the main findings of the study and proposes recommendations for future studies.

7.2 The Purpose of the Study

The main purpose of the study is to examine how SW have been represented in modern standard
Arabic online news discourse during the final years of King Abdullah’s reign in Saudi Arabia
between 2010 and 2014. Thus, two prominent modern standard Arabic online news outlets, namely
Al-Jazirah (AJ) of Saudi Arabia and BBC Arabic (BBCA) of the United Kingdom have been
chosen for the study. Both Arabic news outlets are well-known among the Arab audiences,
particularly among local Saudi’s audiences. BBC World Service, in general, has a long historical
relationship with the Arab world and regarded as one of the oldest and biggest news cooperation
in the world. BBC Arabic, in particular, has started to provide the Arab audience with news and
information since 1938.

Al-Jazirah, on the other hand, is one of the leading Saudi's newspaper cooperation which
has been operating since 1960. Al-Jazirah has been adopting many current technologies, including
the use of online news to reach more readers outside Saudi Arabia. Hence, the outlet has been
regarded as one of the leading news providers for its Saudi’s local contents. As one of the

prominent Saudi local news outlets, Al-Jazirah’s news coverage of the SW is closer to the local
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customs and culture. In comparison, BBC news coverage of the events in the Middle East was
heavily influenced by the Western perspective. Hence, BBC coverage on SW are based on the
Western approaches, which may not be suitable to the local culture. Therefore, my analysis on the
representation of SW in AJ and BBCA online news coverage provides insights into how the local
‘Saudi’ and international ‘British’ media depicted the social actors and how the issue of ideologies

and power struggle were presented in their news report.

7.3 Theoretical Reflections

My study constructs a theoretical framework based on the combination of Feminist Theory (FT)
of Judith Butler (1990, 1993) and the textual oriented of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) of
Fairclough (1989, 1992, 1995, 2005) to understand the representation of SW in modern Standard
Arabic online news discourse during the final years of King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia reign. The
combination of Butler’s Feminist Theory and Fairclough’s Critical Discourse Analysis theoretical
approaches aims to achieve a better theoretical understanding of nature, concept, significance,
limitation, and potential consequences of discursive representation of SW in the invested
discourse.

Butler's FT shares the same aims with most of the feminism movements in the efforts to
define the equality of sexes in term of politic, economic, personal, and social systems. Feminism
departs its campaign based on the stance that the male dominates the societies point of view; hence,
women are marginalised and treated unjustly (Gamble, 2006). Therefore, feminists strongly reject
gender stereotypes and ask for equal rights between men and women. Butler’s ideas on feminism
and male patriarchy have inspired various research on unjust practices against women. Butler's

version of FT is influenced by the ideas of post-structuralist and post-Marxist theorists such as
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Foucault through his concept of ‘power' and body, secondly Althusser with his idea of ideology
and the concept of interpellation and thirdly the concept of hegemony suggested by Gramsci
(Goldstein & Natoli, 2005).

Thus, Butler rejects the humanist approaches in dealing with issues related to women which
believes that the subject asserts and maintains its individual autonomy (ibid.). Inspired by
Althusser, Butler believes that ideology interpellates. Hence, discourses of power or knowledge
discipline the subject (Butler, 1990, p 46). The influence of post-structuralist on Butler’s ideas can
furthermore be found as she accepts the notion that the hegemonic ideologies constitute fissured
subjects. In addition, the heterosexual norms are constituted by the control power in the process of
gender social construction (ibid.: p 47). Butler's idea of hegemonic ideologies and its relation to
the subject in the construction of gender is heavily influenced by the concept of hegemony
introduced by Gramsci.

In the same vein, CDA is highly regarded as a type of discourse analytical research which
emphasises on the studies which critically examine the way social power dominance are enacted,
reproduced and resisted by text and talk at the social level. Fairclough's CDA framework connects
micro-analysis of texts with the macro-level of discourses by not only focusing on the textual
analysis of a text but also expand to look at the discursive and social practice. Hence, his
framework provides a more systematic analytical framework compared to other CDA approaches.
Besides, Fairclough’s version of CDA is based on the concept of ideology which defined as a
system of beliefs that contribute toward hegemony and unbalance social power relation. Hence, it
appears as something natural and unchallenged (Fairclough, 2001).

Based on the combination of Butler’s FT and Fairclough’s CDA theoretical framework,

my study aimed to examine how the modern standard Arabic online news discourse contributes to
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producing or resisting the hegemonic power through the representation of one of the most under-
represented women in the world, Saudi Women as social actors. Thus, the first three research
questions of my study focused on both the textual and discursive practice analysis. Both textual
and discursive practice analysis represent the discourse analysis at the micro-level. In answering
these first three research questions, | analysed the online news texts of AJ and BBCA corpus data
by using van Leeuwen’s socio semantic analysis tools, which provide comprehensive semantic
rubrics. These semantic rubrics are very useful to unfold the representation of SW in the
investigated discourse at the micro-level. Concerning the discursive practice analysis, | focused on
the news production process; hence the topic words have been analysed to examine which topic is
considered as newsworthy by the outlet, while it has been marginalised by the other. My analysis
then moved to the macro-level by utilising the third dimension of Fairclough’s framework of social
practice. At the macro-level, I investigated the broader economic, social, and political context of
the discourse event and the social actors. This broad social practice which happens at the back of
discourse construction process provides much more information to understand the investigated
discourse. It is noteworthy to mention that my analysis of social practice is related to Research
Question Four and Five of my study.

Thus, the analysis chapters in my study have been arranged according to the research
questions and the analysis framework. Therefore, chapters Three, Four and Five of the present
study provide a detail description of the text properties at the micro-level by focusing on certain
linguistic features and structures. Then, based on these results of the micro-level analysis, Chapter
Six critically examined the corpus data in relation to the wider society context of the investigated

discourse. In short, Chapter Three to Five answered the question of ‘how’ AJ and BBCA

302



represented Saudi women? While Chapter Six tackled the question of ‘Why’ did AJ and BBCA

represented Saudi women in such a way?

7.4 Method Adopted

To answer the research questions underlined for the present study, | analyse data in two stages,
namely: The corpus linguistics analytical stages and the CDA of corpora data. The corpus
linguistics analytical stages are essential for my study as the quantitative result of corpus tools
provided useful insights which guided the qualitative side of CDA analytical process and the
discussion of the results. Hence, the corpus linguistics analysis is important before conducting the
CDA analysis as it offered the contextual of the investigated events and mitigate the subjectivity

of qualitative analysis results.

The corpus linguistics tools which have been used in this study are:
1) Wordlist,
2) The Concordance Analysis and
3) The Topic Words.
These corpus linguistics tools have been analysed using the concordance analysis software known
as AntConc software for concordance analysis (version 3.4.3, September 2014). This computer
software provided statistical evidence which help the analysis of linguistics features in the news
texts.

The modern standard Arabic online news articles involved in this study are divided into
two groups of corpus data. First is the big corpus data of 1.54 million words which contains 3244

online news articles. This main corpus data consists of a collection of online news articles related
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to SW gathered from the archives of AJ and BBCA published between January 2010 up until
December 2014. The second corpus data is the sub-corpus data (extracted from the main corpus
data) which consists of 1062 modern standard Arabic online news articles of almost 750,000
words. This sub-corpus data is involved in the qualitative CDA analysis. The sub-corpus data
contains online news articles which were published between January 2012 and December 2014,
which represent the last three years of King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia reign before he died in early
January 2015.

It is noteworthy to mention that all corpora data involved in my study is in modern standard
Arabic; hence, relevant news extracts were first translated into English and then analysed. The
reason for using translating news from Arabic to English rather than using the outlets” news in
English (taken directly from BBC News services for instance) is the focus of my study is on the
news produced mainly for the Arab audience. Hence, the original data written in modern standard
Arabic were translated into English. Moreover, AJ produces news mostly in Arabic in its original
form as the outlet's primary target audience is within the Arab region. Thus, the outlet does not
officially publish news in English.

My analysis of corpus data began with the micro-level analysis before expanding the results
to the macro-level analysis. Hence, the corpus linguistics analysis which also contains the analysis
of intertextuality (topic words analysis) and van Leeuwen’s socio-semantics analysis framework
have been used to examine the textual and discursive practice features at the micro-level. The
corpus linguistics analysis is the main focus of Chapter Three. While the analysis of the social
actor's representation based on van Leeuwen's framework is the main concern of Chapter Four and

Five. Finally, Chapter Six linked the analysis results at the micro-level to the macro-level. Hence,
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the chapter focuses on the third dimension of Fairclough's framework, namely the critical

dimension of social relation.

7.5 The Main Findings

My study aimed to reveal how the two prominent Arabic online news outlets AJ and BBCA
represented SW during the final years of King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia. The analysis of media
representation is critical, as, through the outlets' representation of social actors, they represent their
own creation of reality and meaning. Hence, the modern standard Arabic online news reports
published by AJ and BBCA were analysed at both micro and macro-level. To critically examine
the representation of SW by these two different background news outlets, corpus linguistics tools,
and van Leeuwen's socio-semantic analytical framework have been used to investigate the corpus
data at the micro-level. Then, Fairclough’s social dimension has been used to examine the corpus
data at the macro-level. This analytical framework has helped in examining either this process of
meaning construction produces the media outlet's ideologies and challenges or resists relations of
power and hegemony during the final years of King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia reign.

In general, the study found that both AJ and BBCA practised a group polarisation which
mirrors a structure of ideologies. Moreover, the outlets differ from each other in their
representation of SW. AJ, for instance, preferred to represent the elite, high-status and successful
SW positively by proudly depicts their remarkable achievements. Hence, the outlet considered
these group of high-ranked SW as the 'in-group’, while marginalised other ordinary and typical
SW. Moreover, AJ considered SW activists who are actively campaigning for women rights in
the country and criticising the government policies on women as the 'out-group'. Hence, this group

of SW has been sidelined by the outlet's online news coverage.
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In comparison, BBCA treated these women activists, which mainly came from the middle-
class SW as the 'in-group’. Hence, their representation has been given priority access by the outlet.
In contrast, there is an only minimal indication to the successful SW and their career success story
in BBCA news report. Hence, indicated that the outlet had treated them as the ‘out-group’.

In the following, | will highlight the summary of the way both outlets represent SW in their

respective online news discourse by underlining their similarities and differences.

7.6 Similarities

The two Arabic online news outlets shared many similarities in the way they represent SW in the
news articles. To begin with, the two outlets shared the same 16 sub-categories of inclusion (out
of 24 sub-categories) which have been outlined by van Leeuwen’s (1996) analytical framework.
These 16 sub-categories are the most significantly present in both outlets’ corpus data. The main
reason for this is AJ, and BBCA corpus data came from the same type of text, namely news articles.
Hence the sub-categories of Activation, Passivation, Nomination, Categorisation, Indetermination,
Determination, Differentiation, Functionalisation, Identification, Personalisation,
Impersonalisation, Overdetermination, Individualisation, Assimilation, Association and
Disassociation recorded the most significant frequent in the corpus data of AJ and BBCA.

The second similar feature between the two outlets is in the way two categories of
‘inclusion’ and ‘exclusion’ have been used to represent SW. In AJ and BBCA news report, SW
are the centre of discussion in most of the investigated corpus data. Moreover, 'Backgrounding' is
the most command way of SW exclusion in the new texts, whereas there is no clear indication

which suggests that the 'suppression’ has been used to erase any indication of SW in the corpus
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data. Hence, BBCA and AJ have avoided using the radical way of 'exclusion’ in the representation
of SW.

Thirdly, AJ and BBCA corpus data shows data all the three ways of activation namely
participation, possesivation and circumstantialisation have been used to portray SW as dynamic
and actively participate in various social events reported in the news. Similar to AJ corpus data,
the activation through participation is the most highly frequent activation verbs associated with
SW. Looking into the details, BBCA continues to share a similarity with AJ in utilising the process
of activation to represent SW as participating in important events, achieving their goals, holding
essential jobs, and showing their efforts.

In the analysis of nomination sub-category, its showed that most of the time SW are
represented in AJ and BBCA news articles by mentioning their name in full and their surname.
The practice of mentioning given name and surname to refer to SW by the outlets reflect the
attitude of respecting and understanding of the local Saudi's culture. Regarding the sub-category
of 'categorisation’ in which SW are represented through their common features share with other
women. The analysis showed that SW have been represented with their collective identities with
other Saudi's women. Thus, the corpus data contains many examples in which SW have been
represented as ‘Saudi Women’, “Women of Saudi Arabia, ‘Saudi Girls’ and ‘Women in Saudi
Arabia'. By representing SW with these categorisation terms and names, it is tough to distinguish
any particular SW from the other.

Moving into the sub-category of identification, in which SW are represented in the online
news by their permanent or unavoidable characteristic. The analysis shows that BBCA and AJ
shared many similarities in utilising the process of identification to represent SW. Hence, SW are

represented in the corpus data most of the time by their social classification, particularly their
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marital status: for example, represented SW as married women or single women (unmarried),
virgin or spinster.

Last but not least, most of the time SW are represented through the sub-category of
personalisation in AJ and BBCA news reports. Hence, SW are represented by mentioning the
appropriate noun, pronoun, and personal pronoun, which indicate a proper representation of human
being.

All in all, both AJ and BBCA shared many similarities in the way SW have been
represented in the online news articles. Both outlets used the category of exclusion in the same
way by backgrounding SW, hence avoided the harsh way of excluding SW from their actions. In
addition, both outlets shared many similarities in utilising five sub-categories of inclusion (out of
16 sub-categories mostly found in the corpus data) to represent SW in the news texts. These sub-

categories are Activation, Nomination, Categorisation, Identification and Personalisation.

7.7 Differences

Despite these similarities between the two outlets in representing SW, my analysis revealed that
the differences in the way AJ and BBCA represented SW are much bigger than the shared common
feature between the outlets. AJ and BBCA used only five sub-categories of inclusion in a similar
way. However, the outlets substantially differ in using another 11 sub-categories of inclusion
frequently found in the corpus data. Besides, the outlets may share the same general way of using
the sub-category, however, looking deeply in detail revealed the differences between the two
outlets. In other words, the outlets have used the sub-categories in the same way, but it was aimed
to achieve a different goal. For instance, both outlets frequently portrayed SW with their

involvement in various social events. However, my analysis revealed that BBCA utilised
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activation to portray SW participation in the movements against the social practices at that time,
which was not reported in AJ. Thus, BBCA highlights SW active participation in demanding their
rights and freedom, for instance, demanding their rights to drive a car.

BBCA utilises the process of ‘circumstantialisation’ to highlight SW active involvement in
the film industry. Film making and cinema, in general, are sensitive topics in Saudi due to cultural
and religious restrictions. Moreover, women involvement in the film making in Saudi is rare.
Despite that, the outlet strategically used the process of ‘circumstantialisation’ to represent SW
active participation in the film industry. In term of the third process of activation known as
‘possesivation’, the analysis of corpus data revealed that BBCA utilises possesivation to highlight
the issues related to SW rights, their concerns, their social status and their future with addition to
their achievements. This is different compared to AJ, which gives more priority to highlight SW
achievements in various aspect of their life through 'possesivation'.

In the sub-category of passivation, SW are represented as the object of the verb or the one
who is undergoing the activity. It is shown that most of the time, it was used to provide a negative
impression on SW and their country in BBCA news texts. This is to say when SW represented as
the object of the verb, most of the time, they are prevented from practising their rights or fall as a
victim of unjust treatment against women. The process of passivation through ‘objection’ in
particular has been used by the outlet to highlight various restrictions and limitations faced by SW.
It is also being utilised to expose many unjust practices and policies against SW. Moreover,
presupposition has been used to report on the restrictions on SW, such as restriction of driving,
voting and freedom to travel. All these restrictions promote negative connotations on Saudi

authority as well as SW themselves.
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Moreover, BBCA differs from AJ in term of the group of SW which have been represented
by using nomination. If AJ strategically utilised nomination to represent SW who hold high-ranked
jobs and from the elite, BBCA in contrast used nomination to represent middle-class women
particularly the activists who raised their voices campaigning for the better men of SW. My
analysis also revealed that BBCA utilised the process of determination differently compared to AJ.
AJ strategically utilised the process of 'determination’ to represent specific group SW who hold a
high-rank job or coming from the elite families or has archived great success in their career. BBCA,
on the other hand, prefer to use the process of 'determination’ to represent SW from the middle-
class, particularly those women activists who were actively campaigning for the women rights.
Hence, the outlet has used it to represent lawyers, writers, journalist, blogger, and activists who
fight for Saudi women right.

BBCA strategically utilised the process of 'indetermination’ to represent SW as an
anonymous individual or unspecific group. This is totally different from AJ strategic use of the
same sub-category. Hence, BBCA generalised the meaning to promote a meaning which also
applies to other SW. It is also found that BBCA represents SW through ‘indetermination’ when the
outlet highlights on the sensitive issues on SW such as driving restriction, male guardian, and
sports attire for the female athlete.

Moving into the process of ‘overdetermination’, it is found that the process has been used
strategically by BBCA to represent SW as performing many tasks simultaneously, while at the
same time involve actively in the fight to defend women’s right in Saudi Arabia. Compared to AJ,
the outlet tends to prefer the use of ‘overdetermination’ to highlight the successful SW who hold
high-ranked jobs without neglecting their core responsibility as mother or wife or daughter at

home. It is also worth to note that BBCA also uses the same process of ‘overdetermination’ to
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highlight the women core or typical tasks in their home. However, it was done in a more negative
tone which promotes the impression that women must not limit their capabilities only on these
typical tasks but also must expand their skills to participate actively with their society. BBCA,
Despite the two outlets share many similarities in the use of the differentiation process

to represent SW in contrast to other women, each of the outlets has strategically used to process to
achieve a completely different aim. BBCA strategically utilised the process of 'differentiation’ to
highlight the differences between SW and other women and preferred to be on the side of 'the other
women' most of the time rather than SW. This is being done by portraying the negative side of SW
in many ways, including their right, freedom, jobs, marriage, and manners. Hence, depict that SW
are far left behind compared to other women. In contrast, AJ was on the SW side when the outlet
makes a comparison between SW and other women. Thus, AJ tends to highlight the distinctive
character of SW positively, which make them special from other women. All in all, despite the
similarities between the two outlets in utilising the process of 'differentiation’, it revealed the
distinguish feature of BBCA and AJ based on their different ideological stance.

Although both outlets used the process of 'identification' in a similar way by representing
SW through their jobs or their positions in society. However, BBCA slightly differs from AJ in
highlighting SW jobs or their social roles. If AJ prefers to highlight successful and high-status SW
through the process of ‘functionalisation', BBCA, in contrast, prefers to use the same process to
represent women activists, lawyers, journalists, and bloggers who are actively promoting women's
right in Saudi Arabia.

BBCA corpus data shows that SW are represented in the online news texts most frequently
by individualising middle class and ordinary women. Compared to AJ, the outlet prefers to

represent the elite and high-status SW by using the process of individualisation. Thus, in BBCA
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corpus data, there are only a few indications which show the process of individualisation has been
used to portray those from Saudi elite women. In contrast, the representation of middle-class
women, particularly the Saudi women activist through the process of individualisation is
significantly present in BBCA corpus.

In the same vein, BBCA shares many similarities with AJ in the use of two sub-categories
of association and disassociation. However, looking at the context and the aim of utilising the two
process shows the differences between the two outlets. AJ strategically utilised the two sub-
categories to positively portray SW as having their own unique characters and requirements rooted
in their culture. Hence, they may not have all the rights and privilege as other women, particularly
Western women. In comparison, BBCA strategically utilised the two sub-categories to negatively
portray SW as having to face many limitations and restrictions as a result of unjust treatment
towards women.

To conclude, my analysis has shown that the differences between AJ and BBCA are much
bigger in the way SW have been represented in the online news articles. AJ and BBCA used only
five sub-categories of inclusion in a similar way compared to eleven sub-categories which have
been used differently by the outlets. Moreover, even the outlets have used the sub-categories in

the same way, but it was aimed to cast different connotations and to achieve a different goal.

7.8 Hegemonised Discourse

AJ proudly uses a motto ‘With all colours...for all spectrums’ to show the outlet’s diverse news
coverage to cover different perspective impartially. Similarly, BBCA claims its news reports are
objective, impartial and independent. However, the analysis of Modern Standard Arabic online

news from the outlets about the representation of SW indicated that each of the outlets carries
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different ideologies and stands. As a result, SW are represented significantly different by AJ and
BBCA. Moreover, the outlets practised a group polarisation to categories, social actors, into two
opposing groups of ‘in-group’ and ‘out-group’. Hence, treated them differently.

The way BBCA represented SW in the online news mirrored the stance of British Foreign
Office and many Western superpowers particularly the United States of America (USA) which
enjoyed great benefit from the economic and political relationships with the ruler of Saudi Arabia.
The West supports the call for providing women with equal rights and freedoms. However, the
West are not willing to risk their strategic economic and partnership with Saudi's monarch by
directly interfering with the Saudi's local affairs. Thus, BBCA has become a platform for many
antagonists, particularly the Saudi women activists to spread their voice and concern to reach
audiences globally. At the same time, the outlet is playing safe by not directly criticising the Saudi's
ruler which has the absolute power to reform the position of SW in the country. This is to avoid
being accused as interfering with Saudi's local affairs, hence, severely affected the economic and
political relationship between the British government and the Saudi authority.

Despite the fact that AJ is a privately owned news outlet, it is heavily controlled and
monitored by the Saudi Arabia laws and regulation. With the absent of freedom of speech and no
guarantee of free journalism, AJ must adhere to the Saudis principle and ideology. Hence, the
outlet stands with the Saudi’s government and provided a hegemonised discourse on SW as well
as sustained the local Saudi’s ideologies with based on the teaching of Islam and local tribal
cultural practices. As a result, the outlet strongly supported the Saudi’s unique ways to empower
women based on their custom and culture. AJ also sustained the notion of a male guardian, which

emphasised the practice of patriarchy rooted in Saudi's tribal culture.
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Thus, the AJ and BBCA modern standard Arabic online news representation of SW can be
considered as an example of competing for discourse in portraying social actors. These competing
discourses revealed the struggle between a local news outlet and international media institution to
portray different ideologies and associate with a different stance.

Saudi's government has deployed the hegemonic discourse around the representation of
SW to preserve their power and dominance in society. This hegemonised report on the authority
policies has been preserved by strictly controlling the local media institutions. Besides, due to the
lack of competing discourse, this hegemonic discourse continues to be untouched and
unchallenged, hence has been taken for granted for decades. However, with the advancement of
internet technologies, particularly the emergence of social media as a new tool of communication
with less monitoring and restriction, another type of discourse emerged to challenge the dominant
discourse. In this context, BBCA represented this type of counter-discourse which challenged the
Saudi local media discourses by providing ample rooms for the antagonists to raise their concerns.
However, the impact of this counter-discourse in causing a 'real’ reform to the position of SW in
their societies has remained unclear. This is due to the economic and political benefits gained by
the West and the British government in particular from the Saudi’s ruler, which are too huge to be
jeopardised by interfering the Saudi’s domestic issues.

The analysis of the way the outlets depict SW indicated that the online news coverage is
audiences oriented. Thus, the outlets represented SW in different ways according to their
audiences’ interest. AJ and BBCA also presented the narrative of the social events involving SW
differently to serve ideological aims. In line with the Western superpower stance of supporting
freedom and equal rights as well as promoting democracy in the Arab region, BBCA, strongly

support the women activists and provide a global platform to the unheard voices to raise their
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concern and demand. In contrast, AJ proudly reported on the success stories of SW at both local
and international level as a direct result of many initiatives done by the Saudi government to
empower women.

Moreover, as the two outlets embrace a different ideological stance, the sociopolitical
aspects of the social actor's representation have been portrayed differently in the online news
discourse. For example, AJ sidelined the report on SW involvement in film making, sporting
tournament and victims of domestic abuse as it was not much welcomed to be publicly discussed
(at that time) by many Saudis. These issues carry a lot of negative connotations among the local
Saudis audiences. Hence, indicating that the outlet is respecting the local custom and culture and
its news coverage is closer to sociopolitical aspects of the local audience. In comparison, BBCA
opted to highlight SW participation in many social events which were restricted to them and spread
the voices with go against the system of male-guardian, which rooted in the local tribal cultural
practices. Besides, AJ strategically utilised the fatwas made by the religious scholars to support
the government policies regarding SW. Thus, it showed that the outlet supported its ideological
stance by employing the religious views which are very significant among the audiences. In
contrast, BBCA employed the voices of international human rights bodies and international
women movements to support its argument of demanding more rights for women in Saudi Arabia.
These highly recognised international voices are no doubt carry huge impact among the global

audience; however, the same impact may not be found among local Saudi’s readers and viewers.

7.9 Limitation of the Study
The finding of my research is limited to these three factors: First, my study critically investigated

the representation of one of the under-represented women social actors in the media, namely Saudi
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Women (SW) by two prominent Arabic media outlets Al-Jazirah of Saudi Arabia and BBC Arabic.
The Al-jazirah represents local Saudi media institution, while BBC Arabic represent British media.
Hence, the conclusion of the present study cannot be extended to other media outlets such as state-
owned or official media or other independent media outlets from the Arab region or other
international media outlets.

Secondly, the data used in this study is consists of online news texts written in modern
standard Arabic from the two outlets in representing SW. Thus, the results of my analysis may not
necessarily reflect other Al-Jazirah publications such as the outlet’s magazines and books.
Similarly, the findings in my study do not particularly reflect BBC television and BBC radio news
broadcasts of the same social actors. More importantly, the findings are not necessarily reflecting
the BBC online news written in English (BBC News) as both the Arabic and English version of
BBC online news has its own editorial board and govern by slightly different rules and procedures.

Thirdly, the findings of my study are based on the analysis of online news corpora data
published by the AJ and BBCA in the five final years of King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia reign.
Specifically, the corpora data covered the period beginning from early January 2010 up until the
end of December 2014. Therefore, the findings are not generalisable to other events reported by

the outlets that happened outside these dates.

7.10 Recommendations for Future Research

The combination of FT and CDA provides a broader perspective for future research on the media
representation of under-represented social actors. At the same time, Corpus linguistics offer a more
comprehensive choice of analytical tools with the help of computational statistics software to

enhance the CDA analysis results and mitigate the subjectivity of the qualitative analysis.
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Specifically, in the context of the women in Saudi Arabia and their representation in the media,
future studies may investigate how other Saudi based transnational media outlets such as MBC
and Al Arabiya portrayed SW to their global audience compared to BBC. Future research may also
look at the other local Saudi Arabic newspaper outlets such as Al-Watan, Al-Madinah and Al-Okaz
in the way they represent SW. The same also applies to Saudi news outlets which produce news
in English such as the Arab News and Saudi Gazette.

Many studies in the future may study the way other Arab international media outlets such
as Aljazeera, Al-Arabiya, Sky News Arabiya and Alhurra, for instance) represented SW compared
to BBC. Other future studies may also look at other Western outlets’ representation of the same
social actors such as CNBC Arabiya, CNN, France24 and Russia Today which also offer news
services in the Arabic language for the Arab audiences and make a comparison between them and
Aljazirah’s coverage. Such studies would provide a more comprehensive picture of how the SW
are represented in the media discourses.

The position of Arab women in general and Saudi women in particular, has rapidly changed
over the past decades. Women in the Arab region have gained a stronger social present in past
years compared to their condition in the past. The journey to empower women is one of the most
significant events in the history of the modern Arab world. With the impact of the information
revolution, the media played a crucial role not only in reporting the events but also shaping the
people opinion of the events and the social actors involved in the events. Hence, a critical analysis
of media coverage is vital for the purpose of documentation of this historic event and for gaining
deeper insights into the outlook of the media situation in the Arab countries and around the world.
The continues fight to empower women is not only happened in Saudi Arabia, but it is happening

in many in Arab countries in which women are largely oppressed by equal policies and laws. Thus,
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future studies are suggested to investigate the representation of women in other Arab countries
which largely influenced by tribal cultural practices such as Kuwait, Oman, Yemen and Bahrain.
These studies may result in new findings which may differ from the media representation of
women in Saudi Arabia. Besides, more studies are needed to look at the more recent representation
of SW in the media, after the various efforts done by King Salman of Saudi Arabia and the Crown
Prince of Mohamad bin Salman to modernise the country. Hence, provide a better insight into
news coverage of the women Saudi Arabia compared to the same efforts done by the previous

monarch.
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