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ABSTRACT

This dissertation analyses the new characteristics of patriotism of Post-1980s

generation in China. The analysis is based on a carefully-designed research process. 

The findings are focused on the research questions. The new patriotism of Post-1980s 

generation in China has been presented by newspapers. The secondary aspect of the 

current study concerns the impact of media to the young people.  

The Post-1980s generation has grown up in a different environment compared with 

older generations. Rapid economic development and the information boom have had a 

key impact. Based on this current study and personal experience, criticism of the 

Post-1980s generation lasted more than ten years. But the media suddenly changed 

their view overnight. The Post-1980s generation became a hopeful generation in the 

media. Different from their parents, they do not believe everything the state says like 

their parents. The results were got from the different voice from the internet and BBS 

in China. They could keep loyalty and love for the country but questioned it at the 

same time.
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Chapter 1: Introduction 

1.1 Introduction 

This research will consider the patriotism of the Chinese Post-1980s generation in 

terms of the media’s representation of them in China since 2008. This study has been 

triggered by two significant events that occurred in China in 2008: The tragic 

Wenchuan Earthquake on 12th May 2008 and the Beijing Olympic Games which 

opened on 8th August 2008. 

During the earth quake, Chinese people suffered enormous grief and loss as a result of 

massive tremors. The great spirit of the volunteers and soldiers (the majority of whom 

were 20-30 years old) was strongly praised at the time. As the Chinese national 

newspaper ‘the People’s Daily’ (3rd June 2008) commented, ‘the powerful quake 

shook our prejudices towards the China's Post-80's generation - the only-child 

generation born in and after the 1980s’. Coincidentally, the same situation occurred 

during the opening ceremony of the Beijing Olympic Games three months later. The 

volunteers and competitors were highly commended by the media both at home and 

abroad with the younger generation in China seeming to have grown up overnight. 

They know the value of a helping hand, taking responsibilities and caring the weak. 

Their higher educational background, better economic environment, and patriotism 

could help them to become pillars of China’s future. (Singapore's Lianhe Zaobao, 

August 2008).  

It is interesting to note that the people who received these positive comments were the 
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same generation who were questioned and judged by the older generations for more 

than 10 years.  Post-1980s Generation was the first generation born after the 

implementation of the Chinese ‘One-Child Policy’. Unlike children born during the 

1970s', most of them do not have siblings. As the only-child in the family, they have 

been previously referred to as the "sun" in the family, at the center, well-fed and 

over-protected (the People’s Daily, 22nd June 2008). The Post-80s generation has long 

been branded as spoiled, egotistical, aloof and rebellious and has social reasons to be 

selfish, irresponsible and individualistic.

On the other hand, they have grown up following the "opening-up" and economic 

reforms in China. They have witnessed the process of China’s globalization. They 

have enjoyed greater opportunities than their parents, and political incidents seem to 

them to be far away. They have benefited from prosperity and affection although they 

are a troubled generation, brought up in a mixed atmosphere, where hot competition 

for higher grades has coexisted with unprecedented material comforts. Fully exposed 

to the modern commercialized society, they are so accustomed to ‘junk food’, the 

Internet, and all kinds of conveniences that they tend to refrain from pursuing the 

coddling by their parents. They have felt the impact of technology, global cultural 

influences, and the consumerism that has accompanied the Chinese economic boom.

But during the earthquake and the Olympics, the young people’s behavior was found 

to be unexpectedly pleasant. They seemed to grow up overnight. They received many 

positive comments from national and foreign media. The people who received these 
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positive comments were the same group who were questioned by the older 

generations for more than 10 years.

Based on this phenomenon, the main focus of this research lies in the representation 

of the ‘new patriotism’ of the Post-1980s generation by the print media in China. This 

dissertation aims to examine the ways that the Post-1980s generation showed their 

love for their country. Compared with the older generations like their parents, to 

establish what these new characteristics of their patriotism are and the ways they 

displayed. It is hoped that this dissertation may demonstrate how the new patriotism 

of Post-1980s generation has been influenced by both traditional and contemporary 

culture. They are not ‘’ as their parents concerned. They are not being patriotic on 

purpose. Their performance may display the patriotism in more moderate ways. 

1.2 The outline of the research

This dissertation is divided into five parts: the introductory chapter provides an 

overview of the topic that will be analyzed in this study. Chapter 2 provides an 

overview of the basic definitions, relevant theories and the previous research 

conducted in this field, and also describes the development of Chinese patriotism in 

different eras and the previous research that has examined this topic. This chapter also 

presents an analysis of the principle outlines of this piece of research and applies it to 

the current situation in China. Chinese traditional patriotism and Maoist patriotism are 

also described in this second chapter.
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The methods which are used to collect data will be described in Chapter 3. The 

documentary research method will be implemented based on the topic and time limits. 

Chapter 4 will describe the research findings. It will provide an evaluation of the 

success of the fieldwork research and will present a comprehensive analysis of the 

results. The print media in China has a strong voice and this will require less time to 

collect compared with either interviews or questionnaires. The research data will be 

collected from the three main newspapers in China each of which have different 

audience groups. In this chapter, internet resources will be used with the aim of

complementing the data because media identity in China is strong. It will also show 

the advantage and limitations of this research method. In addition, it will bring 

together the findings regarding the main issues within the current study. Questions 

regarding the patriotism of the Post-1980s generation will also be answered. Their 

patriotism may be more sensible and modern compared with older generations; they 

have more freedom of thought and so they do not only listen to the voice of the 

government; they have also been influenced by traditions, modern culture, and new 

technology, which has helped them find new ways to gain information and give 

feedback. Their patriotism could be more rational and moderated than older 

generations. At the same time, some potential problems may be found during this 

research: the passion and new perspective of the Post-1980s generation may have 

been built by the media. They have a wider field of vision than the older generation 

but they are still influenced by the political media environment. They may also have 

different opinions that cannot be presented by the media.
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The conclusion will provide a summary of this research, describing the limitations 

and possible further improvements of this study. A number of possible strands of

research which may be carried out in the future will also be described.

Appendices 1-3 will provide the some of the selected reports and comments from ‘the 

People’s Daily’, ‘China Education Daily’ and ‘China Daily’ that will be utilized in this 

research. Appendices 1 and 2 are printed in Chinese. The titles are translated into 

English in the second part of bibliography. Appendix 3 provides a collection of 

relevant reports and comments from the ‘China Daily’ English edition. The appendix 

of ‘China Daily’ is from the electronic edition. The original newspapers are not 

allowing copying and scanning. 
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Chapter 2: Literature reviews

2.1 Patriotism and nationalism

Patriotism is commonly defined as ‘the love of country’ although this is obviously 

subjective and psychological. The word comes from the Greek patris. There is a 

similar concept ‘nationalism’, and a comparison between the definitions of these two 

concepts would be helpful in clarifying what is patriotism.

Maurizio Viroli (1995) distinguished between the two concepts saying that patriotism 

is the ‘love of country’ while nationalism is the ‘love of the nation’. Leonard W. Doob 

(1964) contrasted ‘patriotism’ and ‘nationalism’ with patriotism focusing on the 

degree of people’s conscious towards personal interests or ‘significant groups to 

which they belong being dependent upon the preservation or expansion (or both) of 

the power and culture of his society…Nationalism means the set of more or less 

uniform demands’ including people’s social share and their patriotic roots.’ (p6)  

According to Doob’s definitions of patriotism and nationalism, both of these two 

concepts could be used by governments, while some aspects of nationalistic 

requirements may incline people to make personal sacrifices to help achieve their 

government’s aims, which may or may not result in appropriate action.

Peter Alter (1989) has claimed that nationalism is a political force which has been 

more important in ‘shaping the history of Europe and the world over the last two 

centuries than the ideas of freedom and parliamentary democracy or of communism’ 
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(1989, p4). He suggests that nationalism was one of the main thoughts of the 

nineteenth century and became extremely successful in the 20th century. Patriotism 

was considered as a form of nationalism.

Nationalism may be related with the ‘forces striving for political, social, economic 

and cultural emancipation’ when oppression was needed (1989). The emancipation 

and the other world ‘revolution’ could be regarded as two main reasons for 

nationalistic wars. In Alter’s opinion, there are so many different forms and ‘national 

variations’ that have been argued frequently. Alter (1989) has indicated that patriotism 

could be explained as the love of country, and as a love for one’s country is combined 

with universal human ideals, it is easy to be both a patriot and a citizen of the world. 

The meaning of patriotism shifted the allegiance to the nation and the nation-state, 

and has the same meaning as nationalism and national consciousness, though it has 

been less and less used as such (Alter, 1989). However, ‘unlike nationalism, 

patriotism has virtually never had the effect of an aggressive political force’. 

Traditional theorizing has focused on extreme expressions of nationalism thus making 

it an exotic and remote concern. 

In contrast Michael Billig (1995) has turned his attention to everyday and less visible 

forms that are deeply ingrained in contemporary consciousness. Banal Nationalism 

considers the reasons why people have always remembered their national identity. 

National solidarity is built on the everyday representations of the nation, and people 

feel a belonging to a particular nation through these representations. Billig has 
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provided some examples of banal nationalism. These are normal symbols that people 

may frequently encounter such as sporting events, national songs, the use of flags in 

daily contexts, popular expressions and unique symbols appearing on money and bank 

notes. These symbols may be repeated many times. The flags hanging outside public 

buildings; the symbols on money may be political leaders or other national celebrities; 

or reports of major sports events all of reinforce the awareness of nationalism 

amongst people. These images will be built in people’s sub consciousness, and these 

small symbols may convey assumptions of nationhood.

Billig wanted to differentiate the nationalism that is present in everyday lives with 

more extreme examples of nationalism. He agrees with Doob’s idea that nationalism 

could be used in an extreme way which may be dangerous. He has argued that in the 

1980s and 1990s, academics and journalists have focused on extreme nationalists, 

separatist movements and xenophobes. He believed that the modern strength of 

nationalism has been obscured. He used the ‘protect Kuwait during 1991 Gulf War’ 

and the ‘Falkland Islands’ in 1982 as examples to express how the ‘unspoken 

assumption’ displayed the importance of the nation in political discourse. 

Banal Nationalism pointed out some core factors of nationalism. It is meaningful 

when people relate them to their nationality. His opinion is related to the current study 

in that patriotism may be demonstrated in a similar manner. The language, flag, and 

other symbols make people feel part of the same group. The nature of protecting and 

loving may be very powerful. The nature of patriotism in China is a very powerful 

ideology, partially because it remains largely unexamined and unchallenged, yet 
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remains the basis for powerful political movements and most of the political violence 

in the world today. 

Adopting a very different position, Benedict Anderson (2006) has explained the 

relationship between nationalism and history/culture. He has discussed the origins of 

nation and nationalism. He has stressed the theoretical analysis and described the 

‘four waves’ process focusing on how nationalism has spread since the seventeenth 

century. He described several methods of building/constructing nationalism in peoples’ 

minds. He has defined notion, nationalism and nationals as ‘cultural artefacts’ of a 

particular kind. ‘It is an imagined political community – and imagined as both 

inherently limited and sovereign. (p6)’ He has pointed out the three factors of 

nationalism as being imagined, limited, and sovereign. Anderson believed that the 

discussion about nationalism should be put into bigger cultural system (religions). He 

considered that ‘nationalism has to be understood by aligning it, not with 

self-consciously held political ideologies, but with the large cultural systems that 

preceded it, out of which-as well as against which – it came into being’ (p12).

One of the most useful points about Anderson’s idea is that he claimed that 

newspapers and novels have played a role which can make the readers feel that they 

are living in the same period. ‘Newspaper readers, observing exact replicas 

neighbours, is continually reassured that the imagined world is visibly rooted in 

everyday life’ (p 35). According to this argument, ‘print-capitalism’ could make 

people relate themselves to others, in non-religious ways. 
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Anderson highlighted the meaning of language in the origins of national 

consciousness. The empery of Latin language collapsed because of print-capitalism 

and their print products. And then, administrative vernaculars were born in 16th

century. ‘The print language laid the base for national consciousnesses (Anderson, 

1991, p44). He also paid attention to youth. He explained that the ‘schooled-youth’, 

means that education system has played a special role in promoting colonial 

nationalisms. The different education style was the main reason of their patriotism. He 

tried to answer his own question: ‘Why people are ready to die for these inventions’ 

(p141). He mentioned the cultural products of nationalism – poetries, prose fiction, 

music, and plastic arts- that show love for the nation in many ways. But the products 

related to fear and loathing of nationalism were very difficult to find. These cultural 

products demonstrate an admiration for the passion of the nation even the spirit of 

self- sacrifice. Because people cannot choose their nations, their sacrifice becomes 

natural and just. He also described the methods of colonial state building through 

nationalism including census, maps, museums and also the biography of nations. 

Anderson has claimed that nationalism should be related to culture and history. He 

has highlighted that language has played the main role in nationalism. And he has 

explained how the 'imagined communities’ are built. According to Anderson’s 

discussion about the armed conflict in Indochina, he thought that the ‘state’ is 

equivalent to the ‘nation’. It should be argued that related to China, the relationship 

between the state and nation might not be self-evident. In some levels, the state 

concept can be more important than the nation. Or, else building the national 
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‘imagined communities’ could be more convenient to legalize/rationalize the 

state-building process. On the other hand, his thoughts about print media and 

language power could support this current study. The performance of Post-1980s 

generation was representing by the newspapers, and the Chinese media uses a similar 

voice for the main national events. The power of the media and language may lead 

people to think as the government wants them to. The image of ‘being in the same 

nation’ may encourage young people to be more patriotic during the media process.

After the reviews about nationalism, the concepts of patriotism may be clearer. Does 

patriotism has different kinds or it could be divided into different stage? As Doob has 

claimed (1964), there were two major levels of patriotism these being strong and 

weak patriotism. Strong patriotism may be understood as the person who always 

connects his benefit with those of the nation. Based on his definition, people who has 

‘strong patriotism’, his welfare is bounded by national power and cultural tradition. 

He prefers to respond to the state’s demands rather than his own needs most of time. 

The country’s benefits always come first, and patriotic feelings and nationality are 

impacted in his daily life. His country’s uniqueness, aspirations and his citizenship are 

reasons to be proud. The common ideal is the goal that he wants to promote; and he 

chooses loyalty for his country over any other groups. ‘The state is supreme, and 

should be so’ (p12) is the specific concept in his mind.

In the case of weak patriotism this is when a person puts his own welfare before the 

nation or other group in which he belongs. The national power and cultural rules do 
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not alter his behavior very much. The country will be important to him only when he 

has curiosity or hostility. He will not be particularly willing or proud when he 

supports the country’s needs. He does not keeping thinking that his country is the best 

and he does not boast about it. He does not use to evidence to prove that his country is 

perfect. In fact he may think that this behavior would be ignorant.  He usually 

considers himself as an individual rather than a member of any group. His life plan is 

practically focused on his own goal rather than the national ideals. In his opinion, the 

state exists to serve the people. The content of patriotism has included land, people, 

and culture. Although patriotism depends on individual thought, it is also deeply 

influenced by the cultural and traditional political environment. The definition of 

strong patriotism and weak patriotism showed that he divided the stages of patriotism 

as people’s behavior. Strong patriotism is more emotional than weak patriotism. Weak 

patriotism does not mean not loving the country but it showed patriotism in a more 

tame way. The strong patriotism inclined to an extreme way. 

Related to this current study, Doob expressions regarding the features of ‘strong’ and 

‘weak’ patriotism fit with the patriotism seen in China. The Chinese government has 

tried to build ‘strong patriotism’ in people’s minds since 1949. Patriotic education is 

still a major part of Chinese basic education. It has played the lead role of providing 

political education from the first grade to college. Based on the contents of seven 

editions of the political text book over the past 40 years, the classes have focused on 

‘strong patriotism’ up until 1995. The direction of political education has slowly 

changed since 1995. Now ‘strong patriotic’ education is not as strong as in the past. 
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This change might be due to the peaceful period in which China finds itself. 

To avoid the extreme ways of ‘strong patriotism’, Nathanson (1993) defended 

“moderate patriotism” as a ‘form of patriotic loyalty that does not have the 

chauvinistic and belligerent qualities that anti-patriotic critics rightly reject’ (p15). He 

used an anti-patriotism example to expand the discussion regarding anti-patriotism, 

the moral limits of patriotism, and moderate patriotism. His views based on the 

argument about Tolstoy’s description about super patriotism. Some critics considered 

that his defense of moderate patriotism was too weak. The moderated patriotism could 

not be called ‘a real form of patriotism’. He argued with their opinion and tried to 

improve that the moderate patriotism is enough. Nathanson discussed moderate 

patriotism based on the following aspects: the loyalty basis, universal morality, the 

possibility of people judging their country, and the dimensions of loyalty. He 

indicated that patriotism may be inappropriate when someone’s country ‘leads to 

neglect of other greater needs’ (p16) because the world is in a vast unbalanced 

situation among nations in due to economic and technological disparities. He also 

considered the criticism that patriotism is undesirable because it is a form of 

nationalism. Furthermore, he argued that some forms of nationalism, like extreme 

patriotism or super patriotism, would be very dangerous in moral and political aspects. 

But they are legitimate at the same time. Finally, he pointed out that popular 

patriotism and the relationship between it and moderate patriotism where ‘popular 

patriotism is ruled by ‘flags, parades, and military values’. Based on the basic 

conception of patriotism, moderate patriotism compared with other typical forms of 
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patriotic expression; is still true and sufficient. To be different with Doob’s idea, he 

considered that the ‘Moderate patriotism involves the following features: special 

affection for one’s country; a desire that one’s country prospers and flourishes; special 

but not exclusive concern for one’s own country; the support of morally constrained 

pursuit of national goals and the conditional support of one’s country’s policies.’ (p34)

His standards of dividing the level of patriotism are more close to the ethic and 

thoughts. He proved that the moderate patriotism is enough for most modern country 

and in some level; it brings more benefits for people and the country than the extreme 

patriotism. Related to banal nationalism (Billig, 1995) moderate patriotism may also 

be found in everyday life. Examples of this include singing national songs, learning 

about national celebrities, the feelings of belonging in the country and contributing to 

major sports events.

For the stages of patriotism, Robert Audi (2009) also discussed it. He combined 

nationalism, cosmopolitanism and patriotism in 2009. He expressed that nationalism 

may be understood as a position regarding the status and responsibilities of nation 

states. He thought that similar to nationalism, patriotism may also be considered in 

propositional forms or in related attitudinal forms; but unlike nationalism and 

cosmopolitanism; patriotism can exist in the form of an emotion being essentially, 

love of one’s country. Determining the strength of nationalism and patriotism is the 

relative importance it ascribes to national versus human concerns (Audi, 2009). In the 

case of an extreme form of nationalism the kind encapsulated in the phrase, “my 
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country right or wrong,” ‘roughly, this view is that where national interest calls for an 

action, citizens have an overriding obligation to act accordingly’. For moderate 

nationalism, one’s country has a high priority over others, but not absolute priority 

(pp.366-367). The term “patriotism” may be used to designate at least three different 

factors: a trait of character, as where people speak of a person who is patriotic to the 

core; an emotion, as where people are described as glowing with patriotism or 

bursting with pride in their country; and a position, such as the view that one owes 

loyalty to one’s country. Audi (2009) has pointed out that Patriotism is commonly 

enlisted in the service of nationalism, but it can also be a force in the opposition 

direction, and can indeed be a lever that redirects nationalism. It can also produce 

national self-criticism or national embarrassment as well as national pride.

In the current study, the new patriotism of Chinese young people seems to be different 

from the older generation. Doob, Nathanson and Audi’s idea prove that there are 

different kind of patriotism could be performed. The extreme/super patriotism is 

clearly had strong influence. It also has long history in China. If it is true that Chinese 

young generation performed different kind of patriotism, it could be weaker than 

older generation and it also could have some features of moderate patriotism. The new 

patriotism of Post-1980s generation may belong to one of the forms. Related to the 

Billige’s banal nationalism, the patriotism could also relate to daily behaviors or 

symbiotic performance. To find out more features about patriotism in China, the 

historical review and cultural influence are the other major concepts to study. 
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2.2 Patriotism in China:

The patriotic concept has been one of the most important ideals in Chinese culture and 

belief. It has a long history, and has developed through several eras. Based on 

historical articles, the meaning of patriotism has evolved through four main periods in 

China: the ancient China (BC 221 to AD 1840), pre-Modern China (1840-1949), 

Maoist (1949-1976) and the Period of opening-up (1979-present). (Zhao, 1991 & Zhu, 

1985)

The first period defined the ideological roots of Chinese patriotism. In that time, 

patriotism meant the patriotism and loyalty to the throne. These thoughts came from 

Confucian thought which was the one of the leading ideals in ancient China and even 

to the present day. Clarifying the factors of Confucian patriotic thoughts became the 

basic standards of patriotism in people’s minds in China (Yang, 1991). According to 

research into Chinese ancient history, Ye Wenxian (2006) wanted to define the 

boundary between ‘the love of the country’ and patriotism. He claimed that there are 

four main concepts these being the state, people, nations, and patriotism. Ye believed 

that when the state belongs to people, the love of the country may be explained as 

patriotism. But in ancient China, the empires and Kings controlled the economy and 

policy, and consequently patriotism in ancient China and even the Confucian theories 

might be confounded with nationalism or with loyalty to the King. He tried to find an 

effective way to correct the misunderstandings in the Chinese mind.

The main factors of Confucian patriotic thought may be understood through the 
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following aspects:

- The loyalty for the monarch. In ancient China, the status of monarch was higher than 

all else. The absolute monarchy system had lasted for more than 2,000 years. The 

country, the nation and the people belonged to the King. So the patriotic spirit was 

mostly represented by this loyalty. Patriotism was not as obvious as this loyalty (Zhu 

Xi, 1130-1200 & Nan Huaijin, 1976).

- Blind loyalty was not to be promoted. According to Confucian idea of loyalty 

(BC551-BC479), loyalty should be based on the monarch’s behavior. He pointed out a 

series standards to judge ‘right’ and ‘wrong’ which were adopted during the entire 

period of ancient China.

- Zhuzi who was a major ideologist during the Song Dynasty (1130-1200) and 

developed Confucian ideas. He built a more strict system regarding loyalty and 

patriotic behavior. The monarch’s orders were implemented completely for the 

country’s benefit. Self-sacrifice for the national interest became more common 

behavior. His ideas strengthened some aspects of Confucian thought and had 

far-reaching effects in China.

The second Chinese era, the history of China was full of shame. World War I and the 

modern colonial war brought grave disaster and humiliation to China and feudal royal 

power became weaker. The loyalty for the monarch could not save the country from 

failure and weakness. The New Cultural Movement (from 1919) and Salvation 

thoughts changed some aspects of the patriotic spirit in China. ‘Save the country’, ‘do 
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not betray the country’ and also ‘sacrifice for the country’ became the key features of 

patriotism. The sacrifice was still the key factor but the object had changed. The 

monarch was no longer worthy of sacrifice and instead sacrifice for the country 

become a major expression of patriotism (Chen, 1919 & Hu, 1919).

In the Maoist period, patriotism had some of the following characteristics: patriotism 

was displayed based on a high degree of political principles; the independence in 

politics and the economy gave people confidence in the country; the patriotism was 

given more attention in education, the mass media and in people’s social lives (Guo, 

2006 & Ye, 2006).

The blindness of patriotism was strong during this time. People believed that their 

country/nation was better than the others especially the Western countries. Political 

issues influenced the standards of patriotism. The nation or the government always 

being right became a general idea in people’s minds (Yang, 1991). Patriotism was 

considered a basic virtue and was related to political awareness. And absolute and 

extreme patriotism was demonstrated during that time. The famous Chinese radical 

writer Wang Shuo (1992) said that: ‘There is always a group of people who have been 

called Fascist in Japan, Nazi in Germany, and Patriot in China.’ His statement at a 

certain level reflected the situation of Chinese patriotism in 1970-1980. The 

patriotism was demonstrated to a super degree. 

This patriotism had specific factors which have never been seen before: working hard 

and make a contribution were also seen as a kind of patriotism. This new meaning of 
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patriotic spirit at that time has continued to the present.

Since then, patriotism and patriotic education have become major aspects during the 

growing up of young Chinese people.

For the last period: 1979-the present. The Opening-up policy in brought rapid changes 

for China. Economic, technological, and cultural aspects were impacted upon by the 

globalization process and the information explosion. The Chinese traditional ethic has 

now been challenged. During this time, the population control policy-‘One Child 

policy’ begun, and the Post-1980s generation were the first generation born following 

the implementation of this policy. Two main factors caused them to be more unique 

than the previous generations. Guo Shuilan (2006) believes that the modern state 

includes the existence of geographical conditions - territory (territory, leading air, sea 

and nurture the resources), citizens, and sovereignty which are the three elements of 

their composition. The modern state is the social community which is made up of 

these three basic factors. So, the logical basis of patriotism is the territory, citizens and 

sovereignty of the country. The basic requirements of modern patriotism in the final 

analysis are the love of the homeland territory, citizens and sovereignty. A change in 

the territory, citizenship and sovereignty determine the change and development of 

the content of the patriotism.

The world wide information explosion brought different values of culture into China. 

The importance of personal values received more attention. This challenged the spirit 

of collectivism which was also a major ideal during the Maoist period. On the other 
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hand, the One-Child policy and Chinese clan mentality led to the Post-1980s

generation become more spoiled. Educators and researchers noticed the problem 15 

years ago. When the Post-1980s became teenagers, they demonstrated selfish, fragile 

and personal interests above everything else. Patriotism may have even died following 

this ‘beat generation’ (Liu, 2008)

The correlative research:

A lot of Chinese articles have expressed the problems of young people’s patriotism 

since 1985. The patriotic education is one of the most important topics of Chinese 

education. Young people have been seemed as the simplistic population of the nation’s 

future. The loyalty and love for the country is always a major issue in China. 

Educators and researchers expressed their ideas about the patriotism and patriotism of 

young people. 

Ren Xujie (2009) has considered that the Post-1980s generation may have forgotten 

the central spirit of Chinese patriotism. He has written about this in an article 

consisting of four main parts these being, the definition of patriotism, the importance 

of patriotism in China, the collective forgetting of patriotism amongst Chinese young 

people (based on survey results), and recommendations for young people’s history 

education. The definition of patriotism in the article was based on Lenin’s definition. 

He explained patriotism as a kind of strong emotion/love of the home country. 

Combined with Chinese history, the author also pointed out the importance of 

patriotism in Modern China and the present. According to three research projects 
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about patriotism and Chinese modern history, he considered that the post 1980s 

generation may have forgotten the central spirit of Chinese patriotism. At the end, he 

provides some suggestions to re-build the patriotism amongst young people in China 

through history education. He presented deep concerns about the young people 

especially college students’ patriotism. He stood by the older generation to point out 

the reality which is not optimistic. But according to his research, he seems be 

dogmatic. Indeed he has used some opinionated sentences such as ‘young people are 

falling into the abyss of forgetting their country’. But he does not provide enough 

evidence to support this statement. This topic is also related to the current study in 

that: the young people in China have been criticized for several years. 

Since the college students is a major group of Chinese youth. They have huge 

population. The situation of college students could reflect some aspects of young 

people in China. Other researchers have also paid attention to them. Liu Shu Zhen and

Meng Qingen (2008) have discussed the characteristics of the post 1980s college 

students’ considering their patriotism and their education. There are two main findings 

in their study; the first is that the characteristics of the college students are the unity of 

individuality and sociality; the coexistence of discontinuity and inheritability; the 

combination of perceptiveness and plasticity. The second considers the educational 

policy for the post 1980s college students. They also mention the ‘Wenchuan 

earthquake and the performance of Post-1980s students’. To be different from Ren’s

opinion, Liu and Meng considered the unique features of Post-1980s college students.

They noticed their performance in Wenchuan earthquake. They were more optimistic 



New patriotism of the Post-1980s Generation in China                       
 
 

22 
 

about these young people. They believed that the education about individuality and 

sociality could be an effective option to strengthen the patriot education for young 

generation. They also mentioned the new kind of patriotic education is necessary in 

China. 

What kind of patriotism is ‘new’? Compare with the history of patriotism in China, 

Chinese researchers discussed the question. Lu Li Ge & Xue Hua (2009) have 

provided an interesting opinion that the emotional aspect of patriotism deeply exists in 

people’s minds. Their article considers the advanced education of patriotism. There 

are three main parts to this study: the relationship between the emotion and rationality 

of patriotism in China; combining the emotion and rationality of patriotism is 

requested by the times; and the role of education. They believe that when some 

significant events occur, the emotions may erupt and reach new peaks. They use the 

Beijing Olympic Games 2008 and the Wenchuan earth quake 2008 to explain their 

ideas. On the other hand, when the emotions become very strong, they may go to 

extremes. At that time, the rationality will play a role in controlling the emotions and 

keeping them within a safe range. These points even the examples are similar to 

current study. Emotion and rationality should be a part of the new characteristics of 

the post 1980s generation. According their view, the spirit of scarifying in the 

earthquake could be the emotional aspect of patriotism and the love for the people. 

The rationality of patriotism of young people was performed better during the Beijing 

Olympic Games. After the tragic disaster young people still able to show their smile 

and kindly service the whole world. To Similar with their idea, Gong Zhijuan & Xu 
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HuiYing (2009) have also described that patriotism should not only be spread in 

emotional ways, but also requires rational control. The emotions related to the 

patriotism of post 1980s college students is difficult to sustain as their activities 

cannot last for long time, and so the passion of patriotism should be displayed in

everyone’s daily lives. They have focused on the emotional aspects of patriotism, 

showing that sometimes the passion may go in the wrong direction. The importance of 

rationality was proved in their article. The authors also pointed out that Chinese 

young people’s passion for patriotism cannot last, which may be one of the new 

characteristics of Post 1980s generation. Another point is that they advocate bringing 

patriotism into people’s daily lives. In their opinions, the emotional aspects of 

patriotism is a potential factor to make the patriotism go to the wrong way. The power 

of the state and media would be the driving force of it. It is worth noting that the 

government control and the identity of media is still a main characteristic in China. 

The authors suggested that the education and media should pay attention to the 

influence for Post-1980s generation. 

Based on the process of the passing of the Olympic Torch, Chen Li & Lei Tao (2008) 

admired the emotional patriotism of the Chinese young people. The passion of youth 

was appraised. They described the young people’s performance in an emotional way. 

The youth performance delivered described political position which is very common 

in Chinese academic articles. The case was related to the political issues between 

China and some western countries about Tibet issues. The young people’s 

performance has got major supportive in China because people do not want to related 
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the great sports festival to the serious political issues. It could be called the overture of 

their performance during Olympic Games. 

Above all, the patriotism of young people in China has been mentioned by researchers. 

They all point to a similar position: Chinese young generation may have different 

understanding and performance of patriotism. The change was brought by the 

‘opening-up’ policy since 1979, which means that the globalization process has been 

mentioned because last 30 years was also the important stage of globalization. 

Globalization

“After three thousand years of explosion, by means of fragmentary and mechanical 

technologies, the Western world is imploding. During the mechanical ages we had 

extended our bodies in space. Today, after more than a century of electric technology, 

we have extended our central nervous system itself in a global embrace, abolishing 

both space and times as far as concerned. As electrically contracted, the global is no 

more than a village.”

- Marshall McLuhan, 1964, (pp.11-12)

The world has become a ‘global village’ as McLuhan has described. The new 

technology of transportation leads to shorter distances among people especially 

following the successes of people going into outer space; the definition of global in 

people’s mind may have changed and is now smaller than it used to be.

Harvey and Soja (1989) have pointed out that “advocates of a postmodern break in 

history argue that developments in transnational capitalism are producing a new 
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global historical configuration” (Appadurai, 2006, p580). Harvey (1989) has created 

“complex relations between local involvements (circumstances of co-presence) and 

interaction across distance” (Sreberny, 2006, p605). John Street (1997) has claimed 

that the word ‘globalization’ is misunderstood, while Marjorie Ferguson suggests that 

“all discussion of globalization refers to a more visible and powerful supranational 

order, a ‘world system’ …that shifts many former national concerns to the world 

geopolitical stage” (p77). Until 1992, researchers expressed their understanding of 

globalization, believing that globalization could change the world into an interactional 

and complex system; with the relationships of different notions become tighter and 

the supranational order being the main characteristic in the globalization process. As 

Jan Pieterse has stated, globalization is a multidimensional process, encompassing a 

wide variety of human practices in social, political, and cultural arenas (Appadurai, 

2006).

Related to patriotism, Guo Shui Lan (2008) has discussed Chinese patriotism in the 

global environment. The essence of globalization is the process of humans crossing 

the spatial, institutional and cultural barriers to communicate worldwide and reach a 

consensus and common behaviour. The process is involved with "nationalization", 

"localization" and "regionalization." Guo has claimed that globalization has impacted 

upon national sovereignty. Globalization makes national power become less centrally 

controlled and strengthens the construction of democracy and the laws of the state. On 

the other hand, globalization has strengthened international cooperation as well. It 

makes the state take the responsibility for protecting the benefits of the people in the 
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homeland. She also pointed out that globalization has changed the maintenance of 

territorial sovereignty.

Guo showed that the basic examples of patriotism in the global environment include: 

It encourages participation in international affairs, and actively guards a country’s 

authority; consciously abiding by the law and safeguarding the country’s dignity; 

supporting the ruling party and actively being involved in building of the democracy 

of the motherland; supporting socialist and developing Marxist ideas; promotes the 

reunification of the motherland and safeguards national sovereignty and integrity. It is 

not difficult to see that Guo’s opinions regarding patriotism under globalization are 

very much focused at a political level. Guo wanted to express the importance of 

maintaining patriotic spirit during globalization which is a common idea amongst the 

Chinese older generation. But younger generation may think differently about the 

globalization process. 

2.3 Summary 

To sum up, the discussion about the patriotism of the Post-1980s generation in China 

should clarify the definition of patriotism and its differences compared with 

nationalism. The concepts of nationalism could be used in analysis of patriotism.

Banal nationalism in the print media and different kinds of patriotism are used as a 

basis for analysis. Moderated patriotism may be the closest interpretation of the 

performance of Post-1980s generation, although at the same time, cultural influences 

are strong in this case. Chinese patriotism has a long history and has been influenced 
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through rapid changes in China since 1979. Older generations has been impacted by 

the history. Young generation has been influenced during the rapid change of society. 

The performance of young people will be different; with modern culture and 

traditional culture, globalization and local traditions impacting their thoughts. 
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Chapter 3. Methodology and data collection:

3.1 Methodology

This study focuses on the new patriotism displayed by the Post-1980s generation in 

China. The topic is based on the sudden change in the attitude of the media towards 

the Post-1980s generation in 2008. The Post-1980s generation was appraised by the 

national newspapers for the first time. Does the Post-1980s generation have the same 

kind of patriotism as older generations? Or have they displayed a new image to people? 

How do the Chinese newspapers represent them? To answer these questions, this 

study will start with the implementation of a basic research method, this being the 

qualitative research method which is the basic method used in this study, which will 

include documentary and discourse analysis. According to Michael Quinn Patton 

(2002), there are three types of qualitative research method: interviews, observations 

and documents. Qualitative methods facilitate the study of issues in depth and detail. 

Approaching fieldwork without being constrained by predetermined categories of 

analysis contributes to the depth, openness, and details of qualitative inquiry (Patton, 

2002, p14).

Due to the short term of the study and a word limit, interviews or questionnaires could 

not be conducted in this study, with this topic being examined through the use of 

newspapers and other media. The quality of the basic data from newspapers is likely 

to be satisfactory for this study. As Patton has said, “data consist of excerpts from 

documents captured in a way that records and preserves context” (p14), consequently 
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the documentary research method should be suitable for the current study.

3.1.1 Documentary analysis 

The documentary research method has been implemented here because this approach 

has gradually evolved in the field of historical research. The documentary research 

does not just mean historical research and is not only used in historical research. 

Instead it is one of the most basic and common research methods (Chen, 2008).

Gary McCulloch (2004) has described the characteristics of documentary research. 

Compared with other research methods, culture and politics play a major role. He also 

pointed out the conditions required when using documentary research method. He 

suggests that documentary research is suitable for many research areas especially in 

education and social sciences. He also examined international comparisons in the use 

of documentary research.He has also claimed that the documentary research method 

can be combined with other research methods depending on the research strategies 

used (pp.10-35).

Because documentary materials are the basis for this type of research, it is usually 

used in historical, social and cultural studies. This current study is focused on one 

aspect of youth culture. The data used were all obtained from newspapers and BBS 

comments which are all documentary materials. The relevant literature provides the 

theoretical basis of the study. The data from previous research will also be used in this 

study.

Using documentary research, the resources come from the phenomena that have 
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already happened or concluded. The advantages of the method are:

Firstly, it can help researchers to decide on the topic of the research and help the 

research based on a scientific basis. Literature can help researchers to find the 

relationship between different concepts. And then, researchers can choose the most 

useful concepts and recourse to improve their research hypothesis. 

Related to this study, an aim was to initially relate globalization and media 

development to the topic. Following the primary literature research, it was found that 

these two concepts were not important and would make the relationships between 

concepts become more complicated. 

Globalization has impacted on almost every aspect of the lives of young people. It is 

seen in the way they speak their languages, the ways they communicate, their 

entertainment, their life styles, while even their value systems have changed.

In China there is a socialism government. The Communist Party of China has always 

been serious about fostering the political views of people especially the young. 

During the Maoist era, patriotism and collectivism were the leading ideals amongst

young people. Following the policy of opening-up in China, multiple cultural factors 

and values have begun to feel their presence in China. As a consequence of this, 

young people might start to realize that there are many other different ideas that are 

associated with patriotism. 

At the same time, the one-child policy has increased the focus of young people on 

themselves more so than with other generations. Personal benefit has become 
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increasingly important for young people especially in the minds of the Post-1980s 

generation, and consequently the older generation and the states may worry that

patriotism will become weaker and weaker over time. However the performance of 

the young people during the two events considered in this research has helped to 

provide an insight into the current attitudes of young people.

On the other hand, globalization has influenced the world through the media, and the 

performance of the Post-1980s generation has also been described by the media with

stories and comments being reported by newspapers and TV reports. Because of the 

difficulty in collecting video records from two years ago and the time limit of this

study this study has been reorganized to focus on the patriotism of young people in 

China and the way the newspapers have reported it.

Secondly, although the scope of the study can be without the constraints of time and 

space, personal experiences and actions are always limited by time and space. Time 

and space can also restraint people who live at the current time as researchers cannot 

speak to everyone related to the research topic because of time and budget limits 

(McCulloch, 2004, Yang, 2003 & Chen, 2008). In the current study, analysis of the 

topic begins with news and comments that appear in newspapers. The benefits of 

incorporating the views of individuals with personal experience of the Wenchuan 

Earthquake and Beijing Olympic Games were not incorporated in this study. Instead 

this study could not continue without information from newspapers, comments, 

documents and literature. Meanwhile, this researcher did not join the volunteers for 

the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing. Based on information provided in documents 
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and records, the question of current study could be answered. 

Thirdly, the research process is more realistic. Most of the literature and documents 

were not produced for research purposes, instead their purpose was usually to record 

the events. The researcher may not be impacted upon by documents; but through 

interviews, researchers could be influenced by both the attitude and performance of 

the interviewees.

Lastly documentary research is easier to implement in practice, and less costly than 

most other research methods.

Due to the advantages of documentary research and the basic features of current 

research, the documentary research method is the main research method used in this 

study. The fieldwork of the topic has been concluded in China. As Michael Quinn

Patton (2002) has pointed out the data of qualitative analysis usually come from field 

work. In current study, it is difficult to divide the fieldwork and the data collection. 

The whole topic came from the feelings after reading the newspapers. Most of the 

data were collect from the newspapers. The basic fieldwork should be the process of 

choosing newspapers. There is hundreds of newspaper in China. The two main parts 

are central newspaper and local newspaper. Considered the study is not focus on the 

young people in any particular. The study paid attention to the youth who belong to a 

certain age. Because of these factors, the local newspaper was dropped. 

The data this current study is undertaken through the collection of comments and 

news reports from newspapers. The comments and news should relate to the 

patriotism of young people especially the Post-1980s generation. Following the 
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analysis and comparisons of the data, the new patriotism of the Post-1980s generation 

can be demonstrated.

No research method is perfect. The limitations of the documentary research method 

are as follows:

-the documents may be poorly represented. Most literature is recorded in written form, 

and the quality of the literature is directly related to the educational level of the author, 

while on the other hand, historical factors and cultural factors can also influence the 

content of documents (McCulloch, 2004, Yang, 2003 & Chen, 2008).

- the subjective opinion of authors can impact on the authenticity of the content of 

documents. The authors of documents are likely to have different backgrounds, while 

the documents may have been written for different goals. The literature, records, or 

diaries may have gaps in the truth, and the influence and these gaps cannot be 

controlled by the researcher (Yang, 2003 & Chen, 2008).

The difficulty of document collection means that some literature and documents are 

difficult to obtain in some research fields. Subjective selection may impact on the 

completeness of the recourses. Some government files may not be available due to 

privacy issues. Due to these reasons, researchers may not be able to obtain all the 

documents they need.

The quality of the analysis may not be sufficient. The quality of documentary analysis 

is not only decided by the documents incorporated in the analysis, but may also be 

affected by the capability of the researcher. Researchers need to understand 

documents according to their own background, and as there is no standard with which 
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to evaluate analysis, the quality of analysis cannot be guaranteed.

The researcher is dependent on the resources that exist, which may not be impartial. 

The resources that are available may be difficult to interpret in terms of how far they 

represent real tendencies – as in the case of some official statistics (McCulloch, 2004, 

Yang, 2003 & Chen, 2008).

To avoid the disadvantages of documentary research, this research has incorporated 

the following aspects:

Documentary literature and data are all selected from academic and official 

publications including books, academic journals, and official newspapers. These 

official printed documents may help to preserve the high quality of resources used in 

this study.

The literature review here incorporates more than 50 publications. The main part of 

the fieldwork is based on three official Chinese newspapers: ‘the People’s Daily’, 

‘China Daily’ and China Education Daily. These newspapers each adopt a different 

position and the data from them could avoid the second disadvantage this being the 

subjective opinion of the authors.

The newspapers were borrowed from the national library, while reports from the 

‘China Daily’ may be obtained from their official websites since 2007. And finally 

because the topic is about China’s youth, the data collection was concluded in China, 

and as most of the data was written in Chinese this was not a problem to this 

researcher who has Chinese as a first language. This helped to understand the 

resources more accurately.
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Although some of the disadvantages could be avoided, there were still limitations of 

the documentary research approach in this study. The Chinese government control of 

the media meant that the comments from the newspapers were often very similar. It is 

difficult to identify a ‘different voice’ from Chinese newspapers. The underground 

media is not a suitable resource for this study. Firstly, it is not easy to find legal

newspapers in the mainland of China. Some of the underground newspapers have 

published some political views which were anti-CPC. It will take political risk to 

choose these newspapers and it might impact the researcher’s future career. 

Fortunately, the underground newspaper is not the only way to hear the ‘different 

voice’.

Considering that the freedom of speech on the Internet in China is better than with the 

official media, some reports and reviews of the Post-1980s generation came from the 

two most powerful BBS in China these being Mop BBS (http://dzh.mop.com/) and 

Baidu Pots Bar (http://tieba.baidu.com/).

3.1.2 Sampling design

This sampling design of this study includes two main parts: the data and the research 

objects. The data came from three official newspapers in China. The unique features 

of each newspaper are the reason I chose them. Here the topic considers one aspect of 

youth culture in China. The two key events analyzed here demonstrated a new image 

of the Post-1980s generation which has attracted the most attention over the last 15 
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years. The generation has a unique background in the huge population of Chinese 

young people. Based on personal experience and the major part that the Post-1980s 

generation played in the events, the Post-1980s generation is the main sample group 

under consideration in this study.

3.2 Data collection:

Based on the two events chosen here, the articles consider the volunteers, young 

people, and patriotism displayed during the Wenchuan earthquake and Beijing 

Olympic Games both in 2008. There were three different kinds of newspapers 

considered in this study: ‘the People’s Daily’ (The newspaper of the Communist Party 

of China), ‘China Daily’ (English newspaper providing news from China) and ‘China 

Education Daily’ (focusing on youth topics but non-government). The time range for 

inclusion in this study was from 12th May to the end of June in 2008 and from 8th

August to 18th September also in 2008.

3.2.1 Introduction to three Chinese newspapers 

The People’s Daily

People's Daily, a daily newspaper is the organ of the Central Committee of the 

Communist Party of China. On the 15th March 1949, the daily press moved to Beijing. 

In the same year, the Chinese Communist Party Central Committee was formed. With 

publication first starting in June 1948 and with a current circulation of 3 million, ‘the 
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People’s Daily’ is among the most influential and authoritative newspapers in China 

and according to the UNESCO. It becomes one of the top 10 official newspapers in 

the world wide.  

The People's Daily brings the latest news dispatches of policy information and 

resolutions of the Chinese Government, and major domestic news and international 

news releases from China.  

The People's Daily represents the views of the Communist Party of China (CPC). It

provides the latest news dispatches of policy information and resolutions of the Chinese 

Government, while major domestic news and international news releases from China 

are also provided. The other major content of the People’s Daily consider the 

decisions made at the state’s meetings, the local governmental news, reports from the 

leaders of CPC and official comments on the news. The newspaper aims to report 

important news and provide the official views of the government to the people. 

Comments and reports from the People’s Daily usually represent the attitudes of the 

Chinese State, and may represent the leading voice of the opinions of the Chinese 

public in the newspapers. Maintaining a positive image of the CPC is one of the most 

important tasks of the People’s Daily, although opinions that are critical of the CPC 

may also be found in the newspaper. 

China Daily

‘China Daily’ was established in 1981 and is the only national English-language 

newspaper in China. The average daily circulation is more than 200,000, one-third of 
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which is sent abroad to more than 150 countries and regions. Over the past 28 years, it 

has evolved into a multi-media group focusing on providing comprehensive 

information for readers through traditional and new media. 

‘China Daily’s reports are the most frequently quoted by foreign media. ‘China Daily’ 

also serves as important source of information for high-end Chinese readers who want 

to know more about the world.  

Although China Daily is also one of the official newspapers in China, it does not 

directly belong to any level of CPC. The first edition of China Daily was published in 

Hong Kong in 1900, although publication was stopped during the war between the 

CPC and KMT (Kuomintong nationalist Party). Following the ‘Opening-up’ policy in 

1979, China Daily was published as a national English-language newspaper. 

In contrast to the People’s Daily, the news described in China Daily does not focus on 

political events and big news but instead includes many aspects of people’s lives and 

technological news. It includes sections such as health care, fashion information, 

entertainment news and arts, and literature and art. 

The views and comments that appear in China Daily are more general than the 

People’s Daily. It is still an official newspaper but has less political factors than the 

People’s Daily. The English-language newspaper needs to be understood by foreign 

readers, and its language could also be one of the reasons that the views provided are 

more open in China Daily than compared to the People’s Daily.  
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China Education Daily

‘China Education Daily’ was established in 1983 and is sponsored by the Ministry of 

education in China. It is focused on education oriented - national daily news. Its 

purpose is to be comprehensive, accurate, and timely, promote the party and the 

State's education policy, policies and deployment, and communicate educational 

reform and the development of information and experience. The circulation is 

400,000.

China Education Daily is not the top youth newspaper in China. The biggest 

newspaper for young people is the China Youth Daily which is published by the 

Communist Youth League in China. Under the leadership of the CPC, the Chinese 

Socialist Youth League held its first national congress in Guangzhou in 1922, and 

proclaimed its establishment. Thereafter, the organization changed its name several 

times and in 1957 it was finalized as the Communist Youth League (CYL) of China.

The reason why China Youth Daily was excluded from this study was because of its 

ideological characteristics. Because the CYL of China is led by the CPC, encouraging 

young people to follow the Party’s lead is the duty of the organisation, and therefore

the views and content are similar to those of the People’s Daily except its focus is on

youth topics.

Compared with China Youth Daily, China Education Daily has more educational 

content. The topics also focus on young people and young students but are less

political than compared to China Youth Daily. The educators not only consider loyalty 
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towards the country or the state of young people, but they also consider all 

characteristics of young people. And so the China Education Daily has sufficient 

content relevant to this study. Another reason that I chose China Education Daily was

that young educators did an important job during the earthquake. Their performance 

stood out amongst all of the young people at these two events.

3.2.2 The Discourse of Three Newspapers 

1: The People’s Daily:

About the earthquake: The reports and comments were all focused on the role that the 

government and the Party played. In most of the comments, young people were 

displayed as being followers of the Party, with patriotism being mentioned many 

times. The news and comments about patriotism focused on the importance of 

patriotism in China’s development, and the ways of building a stronger patriotic spirit 

in the minds of young people. Most of the descriptions of the Post-80s generation 

were of young soldiers and not volunteers.

About the Olympic Games: the reports focused on the young players and the 

volunteers. Winning the games was displayed with a type of patriotic spirit. At the 

same time, many comments and reports praised the great behaviour of the participants. 

The news and comments seemed to demonstrate the good example of the volunteers 

to the people. The comments were very official without many subjective ideas. There 

were also some positive comments about the volunteers which were quoted from 

some foreign newspapers. Some articles mentioned that the Post-80s generation may 
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have been misjudged in the past. A discussion of the Post-1980s generation could also 

be found.

2: The China Education Daily

For the earthquake: The newspaper paid more attention to the behaviour of the 

Post-80s generation during the earthquake. The volunteers were highly commended. 

The articles were written in various ways including letters, volunteer’s dairies, poems, 

and comments. Some good examples included the appearance of new heroes. 

About the Olympic Games: The volunteers and players seemed to be mentioned on 

every page. Some comments could be directly related to this research topic. The 

discussion of the Post-80s generation lasted for 2 weeks, with the reasons for this 

being that the Post-1980s generation were being misunderstood by the older 

generations especially by their parents. 

3: China Daily

About the earthquake: Good examples of behaviour and new kinds of heroes were 

highlighted. Every article described the young volunteers and how the young heroes 

saved people without fear. Helping people and saving people from the disaster 

became a most important standard with which to judge these heroes. The Post-80s

generation was mentioned many times, and the patriotism of the young people 

became a basic topic appearing in reports every day.

About the Olympic Games:
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The stories of the volunteers played a major role in all the articles. Most articles were 

aimed at the readers for them to learn patriotic spirit from the story. The heroes were 

not only the men who protect the country, or save lives. The news reports showed that 

daily behaviour could also help people to become heroes.

3.2.3 The discourse from two BBS:

As described above, the ‘different’ voice was also important for the study. The 

material from the Internet will be helpful for this analysis. The two main BBS that 

will be utilized in the current study are described below:

The Mop BBS may be regarded as the centre of Chinese Internet popular culture. It is 

also the most radical BBS on the Chinese mainland. The speech and posts may reflect 

far more the real thoughts of Chinese young people. (http://www.mop.com)

The Baidu Posts Bar is the biggest Chinese BBS in the world. Posts are divided into 

different bars by themes. It is difficult to count the number of the bars, although it is 

easy to find a post by theme or by topic (http://tieba.baidu.com).

The posts and comments from these two BBS discuss the negative issues and different 

voices from young people in the Wenchuan earthquake and at the Beijing Olympic 

Games in 2008. This will help the analysis and help to answer the research questions.

3. 3 The framework of the analysis and findings:

The discourse analysis and content analysis are the main methods of analysis in this 

research.
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Discourse analysis focuses on talk and text as practices and on the resources that are 

drawn upon to enable those practices (Potter, 1996, p126). Based on Potter’s 

observations, there are four main themes related to discourse analysis, 1: discourse 

analysis takes discourse itself as its topic. The term ‘discourse’ is used to refer to all 

forms of talk and text, whether they are naturally occurring conversations, interview 

materials, or written texts. 2. Language is constructive. Potter (1987) and Wetherell 

(1987) have argued that the metaphor of construction highlights three components of 

this approach. Firstly, discourse is manufactured out of pre-existing linguistic 

resources. Secondly, the metaphor illuminates the fact that the assembly of an account 

involves a choice or selection from a number of different possibilities. Finally, the 

notion of constructions, which is not in a way that is somehow ‘direct’ or unmediated; 

but ‘in a very real sense, texts of social life that is taken for granted’ (p142).

Potter (1996) demonstrated that discourse analysts regard all discourse as a social 

practice. Language is viewed not merely as an epiphenomenon but as a practice in its 

own right. ‘People use discourse in order to do things: to offer blame, to make 

excuses, to present them in a positive light and so on’ (p142).

Hasen, Cottle, Negrine & Newbold (1998) have introduced mass communication 

research methods. In their book, they have described content analysis which is a 

method for the systematic and quantitative analysis of the content of communications. 

The early uses of content analysis aimed principally at identifying the intentions of 

the originators of media messages, while the aim of content analysis in media research 

has more often been that of ‘examining how news, drama advertising, and 
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entertainment output reflect social and cultural issues, values and phenomena.’(p120) 

Although content analysis initially begins by considered constituent parts that can be 

counted. Moreover, and in contrast to many ‘qualitative’ or ‘interpretative’ approaches, 

content analysis, because it follows clearly articulated rules and procedures, lays open 

to scrutiny the means by which textual meaning is dissected and examined (pp. 

91-124). 

According to their opinions: the steps of content analysis are: 

In the current study, research is focused on the patriotism of the Post-1980s generation 

in China. The media utilized are three official newspapers and some comments from 

the BBS. The samples include the particular generation under consideration in this 

case the Post-1980s generation and the newspapers. Based on these methods the 

framework for describing the research findings here consists of two main parts, these 

being the data summary and data analysis. This are divided into the contents of the 

reports and comments from the newspapers. The first part will focus on data 

describing the 2008 Wenchuan Earthquake and the second part will be the Beijing 

Olympic Games 2008.

The data summary may be divided into the two events considered in this study: the 

earthquake was a national tragedy and the Beijing Olympic Game 2008 was a huge 

happy event. Because the features of the two events are different, the newspapers 

reported and commented on them in different ways. The number of reports and 

comments may reflect how much attention the young people received from the 

earthquake. The different types of reports and comments will demonstrate the social 
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views towards young people especially the Post-1980s generation and the new 

patriotism that exists amongst them. Following the 2008 earthquake, more and more 

people found that the Post-80s generation demonstrate a new kind of spirit.

Through an analysis of the data, the differences between new patriotism and old 

patriotism may be identified during this research. The main characteristics of the new 

patriotism and new kinds of heroes appeared. The differences when compared with 

the older generations could be identified through comparisons with the older 

generation. The reasons why they demonstrate this new patriotism and the reasons 

why they were misunderstood for a long time may be found.

The framework demonstrating the research topic is displayed through the figure 

below:
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Chapter 4. The Findings

4.1 The 5-12 Wenchuan earthquakes:

4.1.1 Summary of the data

The Wenchuan earthquake was a deadly earthquake that measured 7.9M and 8.0M. It 

occurred at 14:28:01 on the 12th May 2008 in Wenchuan County, in the Sichuan 

province of China (the People’s Daily, 15th May, 2008,). Over 68,000 people died and 

374,640 people were injured in the disaster (the People’s Daily, 15th May, 2009,). 

The very first reports describing the behavior of young people in the earthquake 

region were all appeared in ‘China Education Daily’, ‘The People’s Daily’ and ‘China 

Daily’ on the 15th May 2008. ‘China Education Daily’ reported a story about a 26 

year old female teacher who saved 27 students but then later died in the aftershock. 

Her name was Yuan Wenting, (China Education Daily, 14th May, 2008,) and was the 

first ‘Earthquake Relief Heroes’ named in the print media at that time. The other two 

newspapers focused on the behavior of the volunteers. “Zhang Yan, chairwoman of 

Mianzhu county women's federation, who was in charge of distributing relief 

materials to survivors, said: ‘Volunteers have also donated a lot of food and bottled 

water. A volunteer put his own jacket on a survivor clad only in shorts when he 

arrived to help’” (14th May, 2008, China Daily).

Young educators, students and volunteers became the key focus of reports since then. 
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The number of reports and comments regarding the behavior of young people was 

basically stable in ‘the People's Daily’ and ‘China Education Daily’ over the five week 

period. There was an average of four reports per week in ‘the People’s Daily’, while 

the average in ‘China Education Daily’ was ten reports per week. The number of 

reports in ‘China Daily’ decreased from the third week even through it had had an 

average of 8 reports per week. The trend shows that the performance of Chinese 

young people was not temporary phenomenon, and continued throughout the period 

of the earthquake. 

Based on the contents of the reports, these may be divided into four main types of 

articles: the stories about young people in the tragedy edited by reporters; the social 

comments about young people; the dairies and interviews from young people; the 

organizing process and the contribution of the Chinese Communist Youth League.

- More than 40% of the reports considered here were stories about young volunteers 

and heroes. 

Some of the more famous stories appeared several times in different newspapers. ‘A 

20-year-old youth that was saved, Li Qingsong repays with volunteer work’ (China 

Daily, 2nd June, 2008, & China Education Daily, 4th June, 2008); twenty four-year-old 

pregnant nurse Chen Xiaohu saved 66-year-old Li who was suffering kidney failing 

disease but lost her baby in the process (The People’s Daily 24th June,2008 & China 

Daily, 22nd May, 2008). Two days earlier she had learned she was one month 

pregnant but still joined the medical volunteer team. "I only remember those patients 
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who couldn't walk on their own. Their eyes were full of helplessness and fear. I did 

what anybody would do in my situation," Chen explained. "I'm still young and can 

have my baby later." (China Daily, 22nd May, 2008); University students Li Yi and 

his classmates donated blood: ‘I want to donate 800cc if it is allowed’ (China 

Education Daily, 14th May, 2008)

In these stories, the post-1980s generation gradually became the focus of attention 

especially from the second week. The words ‘young volunteers’ and ‘youth’ were 

used instead of ‘post-1980s generation’. Some of reports’ titles included: ‘New Image 

of Post-1980s generation’, ‘The Great Answer from Post-1980s generation’ and so on. 

Positive reports about Post-1980s generation appeared in different newspapers.

- The second main type of reports was the social comments.

These consisted of nearly 30% of all reports describing the young people in the 

disaster. Most of the replies from readers were published in the ‘China Education 

Daily’. There were some thoughts and comments from educators, young students, and 

leaders of the local ministry of the Chinese Communist Youth League (CCYL). Most 

comments appearing in ‘China Daily’ and ‘the People’s Daily’ were from reporters, 

leaders of the local ministry of the CCYL and the Party and State leaders. Some of the 

comments mentioned that people in the past may have misconstrued the Post-1980s

generation (China Education Daily, 4th June, 2008). Liao Xuemei, secretary of the 

Communist Youth League Committee of Mianyang city, Sichuan province, said her 

attendance at the congress of CCYL represents the "fearless and selfless contribution" 
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of young volunteers in the quake areas in her province. She described the Post-1980s

Generation as being like sand, ‘they are small but they can fill any gap. They were not 

shiny but they will be shiny from now on’ (China Education, Daily 13th June, 2008). 

Liu Xiaoliu, secretary of the Communist Youth League Committee of Chengdu city, 

Sichuan province, believed that regarding the Post-1980s Generation, they did not 

have many chances in the past, but today they have proved the great spirit of the

country and the people to us (China Education Daily, 13th June, 2008). At a higher 

level the party and state leaders also gave positive comments about young people. Hu 

Jintao, the General Secretary of the Communist Party of China since 2002 and the 

President of the People's Republic of China since 2003, and Wen Jiabao, Premier of 

the State Council of the People's Republic of China, gave speeches about young 

people emphasizing their great patriotism during the disaster (China Education Daily 

4th June, 2008, &The People’s Daily, 4th June, 2008). The government spread the 

patriotism and related this to the behavior of young people in the earthquake region.

Nearly 20% reports about the earthquake were diaries, interviews, and letters from 

volunteers. The first published diary was written by a PhD student of Tsinghua 

University (China Education Daily, 16th May, 2008,). The diary described the progress 

of the first group of volunteers arriving into Wenchuan following the earthquake. The 

diary described the difficulties encountered and the hard work of the young soldiers. 

Following this the ‘China Education Daily’ created a column to publish the diaries 

and letters from the volunteers. Most of the diaries were filled with simple feelings 

without the use of much ‘glorified language’. The volunteers recorded their daily lives 
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and feelings, for example: ‘there are too many people lying under ruins. We need to 

move faster. The medical support should be more important than other things.’ ‘My 

tears cannot be stopped when I return to my tent. What can I do tomorrow? I have to 

do more, save more. Otherwise I will shed more tears tomorrow.’ ‘The soldiers are so 

unselfish; I want to be like them. I need more courage.’ (China Education Daily, 17th-

25th May, 2008)

The interview records also represent their voices:

"Whenever I'm caught up in my work, I'll naturally stop weeping and bury myself in 

what I must finish. But when I go back home and lie down on my bed, I just cannot 

help shedding tears," said Huang Qiong, who had finished 100 operations in a 

Mianyang hospital where she is a surgeon. She had received news that seven of her 

relatives lost their lives in the quake (China Daily, 20th May 2008).

Most interviewees only provided one or two simple sentences. They simply described 

the relief situation and then soon returned to work. They were not often heard to say 

‘the country is always in my heart’ or ‘I will serve the people wholeheartedly’ which 

is in contrast to the older generation. They frankly admitted their fear and sadness 

when they faced death and disaster, although they still displayed young people’s 

optimism at the same time. One of them even wrote posthumously about ‘returning 

his comic books’.

In other reports describing significant events in China, the role of the party and the 

government is frequently stressed. However in the Wenchuan earthquake, the 
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performance of the young people was a big surprise to the whole of Chinese society. 

The impact of the leader of the organization of Chinese youth would be stressed, with 

nearly 10% of reports being focused on the contribution and the leadership of CCYL. 

In these reports, several local leaders of CCYL had praised the performance of the 

Post-1980s generation.

4.1.2 Analysis of the data

According to the summaries of the data, a discussion of the performance of the 

Post-1980s generation during the Wenchuan earthquake will now be considered:

- It was a real surprise to the Chinese society that the Post-1980s generation 

performed with such great spirit during the earthquake.

Phrases such as ‘new images’, ‘new look’ and ‘XINWEI’ were frequently used, where 

‘XINWEI’’ means to provide widespread relief. The comments provided above also 

demonstrate this point. Many people were so worried that young people were part of a 

potentially irresponsible and selfish generation, but they now had to change their 

minds. ‘the People’s Daily’ on 20th May 2008 commented that the Post-1980s

generation brought a ‘very different image’ from that in people’s minds. They were 

surprisingly brave and unselfish. ‘They were so sad and felt such pain because of the 

tragedy, but in spite of this they continued to encourage people in the afflicted areas at 

the same time. These made us think about our prejudices towards them’ (Yang, 2008). 
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The great performance of the Post-1980s Generation was not a temporary 

phenomenon. The population of volunteers increased over the 5 weeks following the 

earthquake, and gradually there was a reduction in reports about the earthquake. 

Compared with the start of the relief effort, the volunteers were soon working faster 

and were better organized. More and more young heroes appeared, and consequently 

the media and their audience seemed to accept the new image of the Post-1980s

Generation. Their original ideas that the ‘Post-1980s generation may not love the 

country very much’ was overthrown. It was shown that the Post-1980s Generation do 

have great patriotism for their country in their minds.

- The Post-1980s generation carried forward a good traditional patriotic spirit during 

the disaster.

Based on the description of the heroic deeds by the young people, the media 

expressed concerns about the disaster area. On the other hand, the way they described 

the stories was with Chinese characteristics where self-sacrifice remained a glorious 

thing to promote. Although it is sad to read these reports, at the same time, the articles 

do describe some sort of passion. Certainly, the media expressed its deepest grief for 

the loss. The reports were more emotional than the reports that appeared in Chairman 

Mao’s era in China, and they still acknowledged people giving their lives for the 

benefit of the country. The sacrifice for glory was a cultural influence that originally 

came from ancient China. This is a major issue of Chinese culture. It has been called 

‘She sheng qu yi, sha shen cheng ren’. It means people should give life for the justice; 
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people should scarify for the greater value. The thought influenced Chinese people for 

thousands of years. It is not easy to change it in short time. On the other hand, Mao’s 

are built up after the World War II. The society needed people to contribute all the 

strength to build a new home. That was the reason that Chinese media represent by 

this kind of style sometime. 

From the time when the P. R. China was founded, sacrifice was not necessary deemed 

the only way to meet the needs of the country. The actions of the Post-1980s

Generation were consistent with the traditional concept, they put aside their grief and 

fear to aid other people and support country’s crisis. They carried on this part of 

tradition, and it may be for this reason that the community was happy to accept their 

performance.

The unity of patriotism and nationalism were the other traditional spirits that were 

taken forward by the Post-1980s Generation. In Chinese history, ‘Chinese’ appeared 

as a national concept in 1910 which was the era of the Republic of China (2007, 

Zheng). ‘Chinese’ was a concept which unites 56 nations in China and according to 

this, one of the traditional approaches to Chinese patriotism is the unity of patriotism 

and nationalism. During the earthquake, the disaster areas were the Qiang and Tibetan 

areas. These two nations located in Sichuan province and Tibet. They are minority in 

China. 

Most of the volunteers came from the eastern and northern provinces. They are not 

the same nation with most people in disaster area. They did not mention the regions in 
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any of the reports or dairies. The concept of being ‘Chinese’ encouraged the

volunteers’ performance.

- Some new characteristics of patriotism were expressed by the Post-1980s 

Generation.

According to the diaries and letters and even the posthumous papers of the volunteers, 

the standards of the heroes were changing. The young people were more real than the 

heroes in the past.

The behavior of the Post-1980s Generation was not only a shock for the older 

generation but even for themselves. They did not completely realize that they were 

heroes. This was because they had been criticized for such a long time, and 

consequently they could not relate the actions of heroes to themselves. Another reason 

could be that they were not perfect people, they did not constantly say the “country 

first” or ‘for the people’, instead they expressed their fears naturally. The heroes in the 

past generally had a perfect image and were therefore accepted by the older 

generations. They had to earn a ‘higher ideological consciousnesses than normal 

people. And so when they were interviewed, they would often say ‘serve the people 

wholeheartedly’ or ‘our country is always in my heart’. In contrast, the Post-1980s

generation would use much more normal words; they kept their usual image while 

still behaving heroically at the same time.

In addition, the influence of the Post-1980s Generation grew during the disaster. 

According to Figure 1, the number of reports increased up until the second week. 
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Newspapers spread news of their performance and this influenced even more people 

and even themselves. Their diaries expressed their admiration for other volunteers and 

soldiers, and they were moved by the spirit of their peers. Their patriotism became 

more mature during the disaster.

Above all, the first change of the image of the Post-1980s Generation occurred during 

the Wenchuan earthquake. The media and the older generation of Chinese started to 

correct their preconceptions of the young people. However a second opportunity to 

review these perceptions came with other large events that soon attracted the attention 

of the media.

After this national tragedy, the focuses of reports and comments of newspaper has 

been change to the other great events in China 2008. The Beijing Olympic Games 

2008 in coming. The young generation is still a focus in this event. 

4.2 The Beijing 2008 Olympic Games

The reports during the Olympic Games can be divided into two main types: those 

focused on the volunteers and those about the athletes. There were 1,500,000 

volunteers that helped to run this event, with more than 75% being from the 

Post-1980s Generation. 80% of Chinese athletes were also Post-1980s individuals (the 

People’s Daily, 10th August, 2008), showing that the Post-1980s Generation played a 

key role in this event.
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-The volunteers

Protecting the country and defending the competitor is central to the spirit of 

traditional patriotism in Chinese history. In the Wenchuan earthquake, saving lives, 

helping people, and not being afraid to give one’s life were also some examples of the 

traditional patriotism displayed in modern day China. As a result of the Post-80s 

Generation showing great spirit during the Wenchuan earthquake, the media paid 

more attention to their contribution during Olympic Games. The first report about 

young people in ‘China Education Daily’ was that ‘young people should take 

responsibility for the building of the new international image.’ At the same time, ‘the 

People’s Daily’ mentioned that ‘the smile of the volunteers will be the best postcard of 

Beijing’. The volunteers were the focus of Chinese news from the beginning.

This new style of patriotism was accepted by young people and the whole society. In 

contrast to the lifesaving work during the earthquake, the volunteer work at the 

Olympic Games was serving people. It was different from the traditional patriotic 

behavior, but during the Olympic Games, serving people, smiling and building a 

positive image of Beijing was still regarded as patriotic behavior (The People’s Daily, 

12th August, 2008,). This kind of new patriotism started from the Opening Ceremony 

on 8th August 2008. People not only in China but in the worldwide were shocked by 

the performance of Chinese young volunteers and actor in the Ceremony. 

The volunteers made important contributions to the opening ceremony. They 

participated in the training for months prior to the ceremony. They prepared food and 
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drink for the actors in the Opening Ceremony, while some of them joined the opening 

show and did a brilliant job. Some of them could not join the ceremony because of 

volunteer work in other stadiums. College students Huang Yin and Wei Shaocong, 

volunteers at the Wukesong basketball stadium in Beijing, said they would celebrate 

together as soon as they finished their preparatory work. "We won't finish until 10pm, 

but we'll spend the last few hours of the festival on the roof of my flat, sitting together 

and staying up waiting for the dawn of the big day," Huang said (China Daily, 8th

August, 2008,).

The opening ceremony lifted the spirits of volunteers again following the Wenchuan 

earthquake. On the one hand, the patriotic image of the volunteers had been built on 

that night; while on the other hand, the publicity of the ceremony inspired the patriotic 

enthusiasm of volunteers through the flags, the songs, and the excitement. The media 

and the volunteers interacted, helping to promote this symbol of Chinese patriotism.

Following the ceremony, all the newspaper reports describing the volunteers were 

focused on their ‘service with a smile’. In the Olympic Village, the volunteers no 

longer represented themselves. They represented their country and the city. The 

service they provided for the athletes would impact on the image of the country, and 

would become a major concept.

Traditionally the approach had been to display the power of the nation to foreigners as 

a kind of patriotism. But during the Olympic Games, the act of showing friendship 

and kindness became the main way to promote China and Chinese culture. Volunteers 
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learnt ‘the way to help people, care people and built a new image of the nation was 

through their daily behavior’ (China Educational Daily, 10th August, 2008,).

-About the athletes:

The other focus of the news reports about the Olympic Games considered the athletes. 

In Beijing Olympic Games there were many famous Chinese athletes such as Liu 

Xiang, Yao Ming and so on. The reports of the gold medal and the champions have 

taken most of the space of newspapers. There were one kind of feeling from the 

reports showed that: Chinese athletes should almost every game in their own country. 

Reports about the great successes of the Chinese athletes also dominated the news 

reports in the newspapers.

In the Chinese sports system, the government pays for all the costs of living and 

training for the athletes that are selected for the national team. In contrast to most 

other countries, the athletes are selected into the national team when they are children. 

They are all well trained for major sports events like the Olympic Games, the World 

Championships and so on. The athletes live with other national team mates. Their 

mission is to be selected for major events and then achieve good results. It appears 

that the nation/government has paid for them to win since they were children. They 

usually do not join clubs but go straight into the national teams.

Therefore achievements of the athletes were linked to national honor far more than 

personal glory. Chinese athletes needed to obtain good results at the Beijing Olympic 

Games, as every good result would be a contribution towards the success of the 
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nation.

At this time, Liu Xiang, a World Champion in 110-metre hurdler and Olympic Gold 

medalist in 2004, had to withdraw from the games because of year-old injury minutes 

before the start of his race. ‘For all his fans, for all those wanting to see him sustain 

the miraculous breakthrough in Chinese track and field, Liu Xiang's last-minute 

withdrawal was a disappointment beyond description’ (China Daily, 19th August, 

2008). The audience of millions all regretted his withdrawal. The audience response 

to the issue could be divided into two opposite groups. In the first group the audiences 

could not accept his explanation for the withdrawal.

Spectator He Sheng from Beijing said: "I'm extremely disappointed. I think maybe he 

wanted to win too much and caved in under the pressure." (China Daily, 19th August, 

2008)

In this case the spectators felt that Liu Xiang should have insisted on running even if 

he was injured. This is an idea which follows the traditional ideas of ethics and 

patriotism in China. He could be a hero even with his injured ankle. The traditional 

cultural concept influenced many people. An injured ankle with glory is always better 

than to withdraw from the games safety. People doubted Liu Xiang’s patriotism.

While in contrast other groups of spectators showed their understanding for Liu. Fang 

Zhen, who was in the crowd at the time of Liu’s withdrawal, said: ‘It was a 

disappointment, of course, because we all came hoping to see him win. But this is a 

sports competition, so we understand. I just hope he can overcome his injury soon and 
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win more medals in the future’. (China Daily, 19th August, 2008) Jiang Hua, one of 

the volunteers, said that ‘of course we are sad, we want him to win and we worry 

about his injury. But this is the Olympic spirit. He did everything he could. He is still 

a hero’. (China Education Daily, 19th August, 2008)

According to the reports and some comments from Olympic Games BBS, the 

Post-1980s Generation showed more tolerance to Liu Xiang and his injury. They 

showed far more understanding of the situation than the older generation and 

encouraged him to get treatment soon. It was a rational view and was rare for a 

younger generation. They expressed their disappointment without anger, and 

supported Liu in recovering from his injury and earning more honor and prestige for 

the country in the future. The younger generation displayed their love of their country 

in a more rational way. The emotional aspect of patriotism exists deeply in people’s 

minds. When significant events occur, emotions can run high. The performance of the 

Post-1980s Generation during the Beijing Olympic Games 2008 and Wenchuan earth 

quake 2008 can explain this. On the one hand, when emotions become very strong, 

they may go to extremes. At the same time, rationality can play a role in controlling 

emotions and drawing more rational conclusions. Emotion and rationality seem be a 

part of the characteristics of the Post-1980s Generation (Li, G. & Hua, X., 2009).

Following the analysis about the reports and comments from the official newspapers, 

it is easy to see that the official newspapers consistently reported many positive 

images without providing one negative counter-example. In these two main events, it 
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is impossible to believe that all the young people were happy to be volunteers or all 

happy to be contributing in these events. The stories describing the negative aspects of 

these events could also help to describe the new patriotism of Post-1980s generation.

4.3 Negative issues:

‘Fan Paopao’

‘Fan Paopao’ could be the most sensational negative issue that was present during the 

Wenchuan earthquake. ‘Fan Paopao’ was actually called Meizhong Fan. He was a 

teacher who worked at a high school in Dujiangyan City. He was called ‘Fan Paopao’ 

(means running fast Mr. Fan) because he abandoned his students when the earthquake 

occurred. From his Blog (http://blog.sina.com.cn/guangyafanmeizhong, 22nd May, 

2008) he revealed that he ‘ran very fast from the classroom and was almost the first 

one who arrived in the playground.’ All of his students were shocked; they had been 

hiding under their desks until the first wave of the earthquake had stopped. His 

explanation was that he was trained to save lives and that was just his natural reaction. 

However his students were all 17 years old or 18, and could easily have run outside 

with him. He wrote in his blog: ‘I am not Lei Feng or Dong Cunrui (Two renowned 

heroes since 1949); I am not trained to be a hero. I ran away from the danger by 

instinct and there is only one reason that I made this choice when I faced death and 

this was for my daughter. Everyone should know it is not about ethics or patriotism, it 

was just human instinct.’ After he wrote the blog, his words and behavior brought a 
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major discussion about patriotism especially ethics. It is not easy to find negative 

images amongst the official China media during such a big tragedy. Negative images 

were not regarded as being good for the people who had suffered loss and pain. 

However in this case, ‘the People’s Daily’ and China’s Daily reported the case in 

simple language. Instead most of the reports and comments came from the internet. 

Users on Mop BBS and Baidu Posts Bar took part in discussion. Certainly, in the 

main, people were critical with many people choosing to abuse him with very strong 

words. His behavior obviously reached the bottom line of people’s tolerance.

According to the replies and comments on the BBS, it was interesting to note that 

some views about Fan did not display strong aversion towards his actions. Some 

comments demonstrated pity for him. ‘He is shamed but at least he was honest’ 

(‘Little Fox’, Mop BBS, 24th May, 2008). ‘I cannot promise that I would have saved 

other people first before myself at that time.’ ‘Sufei’ posted the following on Baidu 

Posts Bar on 27th May, 2008: ‘I was there. It was really scary. Suddenly your world is 

shaking. I know Fan was wrong and his behavior was not acceptable. But I asked 

myself after the earthquake, and I could not answer this question. Could we always 

put other people’s benefit first? I joined volunteer team then, but it is still a difficult 

question.’ This user had used an internet name to demonstrate real feelings about the 

earthquake. Some other volunteers replied to these posts as supporters. ‘The news on 

the TV or newspapers are true, we are brave in the disaster area. But sometimes we 

are even more scared. I cannot stop thinking what would happen if I made the wrong 

choices. Could I say it out loudly and admit them?’ wrote ‘Wo Ai Luo’ (Baidu Posts 



New patriotism of the Post-1980s Generation in China                       
 
 

64 
 

Bar, 31st, May, 2008). Another user commented ‘we have been spoiled for several 

years. We are the Post-1980s generation, everyone is worried about us. Suddenly we 

have become great people who always put other people first. I cannot believe this, we 

are still us and we cannot take a lot of responsibility, and instead we need to 

experience more. It may be too early to say whether we are good or not.’ ‘Meishi’ said 

that (Baidu Posts Bar, 2nd, June, 2008)

From these voices expressed on the internet, ‘Fan Paopao’s behavior was seen to be 

unacceptable, but it also raised the questions: Do young people really have that great 

spirits as described by the media? Does the patriotic spirit ‘build a solid foundation 

among young people’? (China Daily, 22dn June, 2008). Is it possible that media was 

selecting positive reports and stories on purpose? Are there other aspects of young 

people’s performance that might be covered by the media? At almost the same time 

another incident occurred, which once again shocked the people.

‘Zhang Ya’

Following the first wave of the Wenchuan earthquake, the government decided that 

from the 19th to 21st of May, 2008 these would be National Mourning Days for the 

Wenchuan earthquake victims. On the 21st May 2008, a Chinese National Mourning 

Day, a teenage girl called Zhang Ya (Post-1990s generation) from Liaoning province, 

Northeast China, posted a 5 minute video of herself complaining that she could not 

play online games because of the National Mourning Day for the Wenchuan 
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earthquake victims. An intense response from Internet vigilantes resulted in the girl's 

personal details (even including her blood type) being made available online. 

Following the video, dozens of abusive videos in response appeared on Chinese 

websites and blogs. The girl’s behavior led to intense arguments between the 

Post-1980s and Post-1990s generations (Sohunews, YouTube, Baidu Posts Bar, Mop 

BBS and Sina-cn Website, 2008)

This was regarded as a shameful event for Chinese young people. Other young 

people’s anger and their sense of injustice about the girl’s behavior were represented 

by internet posts and especially self-recorded videos on websites. But as with the ‘Fan 

Paopao’ event, the response from some members of the Post-1980s generation was of 

interest. Besides blaming Zhang Ya, they also asked questions such as: why did she do 

this kind of thing? ‘She may too selfish to ignore other people’s pain; she may have 

had a bad family education; but was she angry for a reason?’ ‘Xiaoyudian’ and 

‘Feiying’ (Mop BBS, 27th, May, 2008). It was also expressed: ‘Three days for 

mourning means what? People can mourn the victims in their own way; is it necessary 

to shut down all the entertainment systems and websites for three days?’ (Huo Huo 

Posted in Baidu Posts Bar, 25th May, 2008). ‘Zhang Ya was a selfish kid…but does it 

mean that we have lost so much that we have no right to be happy in these days? This 

might simply be typical Chinese conformity’. (Mi Yue, 26th Baidu Posts Bar, 25th May 

2008)

These views were certainly not representative of mainstream opinion. But it is still 
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worth noting that young people were willing to ask difficult questions at a sensitive 

moment. The answers to these questions are certainly very political but not relevant to 

the current study. The main point is that young people especially the Post-1980s 

generation have the courage to ask them. They demonstrated their loyalty for their 

nation and their love for the people in the disaster areas by directing their anger at 

Zhang. However they also revealed a new spirit by questioning the government policy 

regarding this huge event. It is very unusual to question the policies towards a tragic 

disaster because common sense suggested that ‘the deceased should be the priority.’

By linking these two un-harmonious events, it is easy to see that firstly, there are 

many problems amongst Chinese young people, with their being reasons for the 

apprehension amongst older generation came for reasons. While their great 

performances cannot be denied these cannot disguise all of the problems within this 

generation. Secondly, the Chinese mainstream media does not tend to provide 

negative reports with the purpose of the press being very strong. As Anderson has 

claimed, the print media, language, and other media may build a fake picture 

describing national spirit. This did not mean that the reports from these three official 

newspapers were not real; but may reflect some censorship by the official media in 

China. Finally, the Post-1980s generation is very different from the older generation 

because they do not believe and accept everything ‘the country’ says. They are willing 

to ask very sensitive questions if they are based on common sense. They have found 

new ways to present their opinions like the Internet.
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4.4 The summary

According to this analysis, there is a new patriotism that is displayed by the Post-80s

Generation. The Post-1980s Generation has taken forward traditional patriotism and 

unexpectedly represented in their actions at the time of the earthquake. Their 

performance overthrew the negative image of these young people in many people’s 

minds. They proved their deep love for their country, although they demonstrated this 

patriotism in their own way. They did not realize they had this patriotic spirit until the 

time of the earthquake. The traditional patriotic images of the old time heroes have 

been changed into something more real and relevant. The patriotic heroes were all 

perfect for the past, with the benefits to the country having to be considered first at all 

times. However during the Wenchuan Earthquakes, the image of the new heroes was 

different. The Post-1980s Generation was not perfect, they displayed their own 

weaknesses and emotional feelings, but as with other young people, they became 

stronger with help from their peers.

These younger people have demonstrated a new way of showing patriotism, and while 

it is always related to a love and personal devotion to the country, it may be softer and 

more subtle than that of older generations. A passion may lead people to act in wrong 

way, but this passion cannot last whereas the approach of someone with a rational 

mind can be continued. As Doob and Nathanson have claimed, extreme patriotism 

may even lead people in the country in to danger. To avoid this, moderate or 
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non-extreme patriotism is acceptable and preferable during peaceful time. The 

Post-1980s generation demonstrated a good response through their performance at the 

Beijing Olympic Games in 2008. They showed a more rational patriotic spirit. 

Moderate patriotism was seen in practice in these two events. The Post-1980s

generation has brought a new image into society showing that they have passion but 

are rational at the same time. They have shown a non-extreme way to show their love 

for their country. 

The reasons why the young people displayed these characteristics could be due to 

their living environment. In cultural and economic aspects, they have lived in a 

rapidly changing period in which reform and the policy of opening up to the rest of 

the world have brought major changes in China. The traditional ethics and lifestyles 

have changed, as they have grown up in a society full of change. Traditional and 

international ethics have impacted on them deeply. Therefore their performance has 

displayed different ethics. They have grown up during a changing period for China, 

which means they were influenced by both the traditional ideologies and the modern 

culture. As Billig pointed out using his ‘Banal Nationalism’, the same language, the 

symbols of money, and other patriotic issues have involved the evolution of the 

Post-1980s generations. The education they have received has changed at the same 

time. Their patriotic education has changed from the past. They have accepted the 

reformed education system which means that they can learn more about new ideas 

about the country /the nation. 
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The reason why they had been questioned for years was that the environment in which 

they had grown up was vastly different from older generations. This is a kind of 

general knowledge for older generations. They have seen the childhood of the 

Post-1980s generation and their teenage era, however they did not show a lot of 

patriotic passion during their early lives. The national songs, the flags, and the 

patriotic symbols became only abstract images in their life. They have no chance to 

feel the patriotic spirit. While their parents grew up following World War II, and at 

that time it was difficult to rid them of the influence of the war. The country was 

being built up from the ruins. Believing in the state was important to build for the 

confidence of people. The country needed the spirit of sacrifice to overcome its 

difficulties. Because of this, the parents of the Post-1980s generation did not want 

their children to suffer any pain. They gave everything to Post-1980s generation. They 

spoiled them leading them to be selfish and lack responsibility. 

However the Post-1980s generation had not forgotten about patriotic spirit, they just 

needed an opportunity to demonstrate it. On the other hand, because of the one child

policy in China, they have been doted on for more than 20 years. Their patriotic spirit 

was inspired by a huge disaster but they may still need some time to establish a 

complete identity. The problems of this generation are still existent, and it is difficult 

for the Post-1980s Generation to bring their great spirits into daily life, and this 

patriotism cannot cover all of their problems.

Another aspect of the new patriotism of the Post-1980s generation should be their 
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objective views about the state. They have the sense to even question the policies 

related to a national tragedy. It is not easy to image this being undertaken by the older 

generation. The ‘Zhang Ya’ and ‘Fan Paopao’ events showed the modern ideology of 

the Post-1980s generation from the other side. They agree that patriotism should be 

displayed based on the spirits of the voluntary mind. People should not be forced to 

perform patriotism. Although this idea could not be expressed by the official media, it 

cannot be ignored. Their idea could separate with the mainstream views and find way 

to present themselves. Certainly the negative issue should not be agreed, but the 

interesting opinion of Post-1980s generation about these events could not be covered. 

Finally, the influence of the media should not be ignored. In China, the media 

represents the voice of the government. The main limitation of this analysis is that due 

to limits of time and space only 3 newspapers have been considered here all of which 

are official newspapers from China. To avoid the danger of researcher, the 

underground newspaper was not in this study. The main aim of the official 

newspapers is promoting the positive aspects of Chinese society, with the reports and 

comments that they publish being for a similar purpose. As Anderson’s (2006) has 

pointed out, the print media and power of language could be major factors to impact 

on people’s performance. It would be argue against the view that the official media 

selected their positive reports for a specific purpose. The support of young people is 

important for every country, is therefore good for the government to display the 

positive spirit of young people. At the same time, the volunteers and audiences were 

all impacted upon by the media. The Post-1980s generation could realize the
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significance of their patriotic spirit after these many reports and comments. The media 

not only described their performance but also encouraged them to do better.
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Chapter 5: Conclusion

5.1 Introduction

This concluding chapter reviews the key themes at the center of this study, 

summarizes the related findings and discusses the possible implications of the 

findings for future research into the ‘patriotism of post-1980s generation in China’. It 

will also describe the research questions and methodologies that could not be explored 

in the current study.

5.2 The patriotism of the Post-1980s generation

As described in Chapters 1 and 2, ‘patriotism’ is an old theme since the birth of 

nations. According to common definitions, patriotism usually means ‘love of the 

country (nation)’ (Doob, 1964; Viroli 1995). It may belong to one stage of nationalism 

and also has its own dimensions: super (strong), moderate (banal) and weak 

patriotism (Doob, 1964; Alter, 1989; and Billig 1995). In relation to the current study, 

patriotism in China is also another key concept. Chinese patriotism has been 

influenced by Confucian and Zhuzi’s thoughts and has developed for thousands of 

years. In Maoist times, patriotism had been given new standards. The parents of the 

Post-1980s generation have grown up during this period, and their common notion of 

patriotism and patriotic performance may be the reason why they have criticized the 

Post-1980s generation.

The Post-1980s generation has grown up in a different environment compared with 
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older generations. Rapid economic development and the information boom have had a 

key impact. And at the same time, the one-child population control policy was just 

implemented when they were born. The special attention towards this generation has 

come from both their families and the whole of society.

Based on this current study and personal experience, criticism of the Post-1980s 

generation lasted more than ten years. But the media suddenly changed their view 

overnight. The Post-1980s generation became a hopeful generation in the media. 

Based on the results described in Chapter 4, the data collection showed that most 

reports and comments about the Post-1980s generation in Chinese official newspapers 

were positive. The two main events became significant events for this generation. 

Young heroes, volunteers, soldiers and athletes represent their great spirit within 

society.

The patriotism of the Post-1980s generation is new because it is not as extreme as was 

demonstrated by the older generation. The perceived perfection of the country is not 

regarded as being very strong any more. The individuals that helped in these two 

events developed their patriotism into a new direction in China: they love their 

country even if it is not perfect; and they choose new ways to show young people’s 

patriotism. This was done not by fighting or even by sacrifice, but by helping people 

to display a new patriotism, and even for some ‘un-patriotic’ ideals, they reflected on 

these in different ways instead simply criticizing them all.

The final feature of patriotism of the Post-1980s generation is that younger generation 

starts to question the decision or policies from the government. Different from their 
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parents, they do not believe everything the state says like their parents. The results 

were gathered from the different voice from the internet and BBS in China. They 

could keep loyalty and love for the country but questioned it at the same time. That is 

different from the thought: ‘everything in my country is the best’. The conclusion 

could be suggested as, the Post-1980s generation does not love the country less, and 

they just love it in a different way. 

5.3 The limitations of the media representing the Post-1980s generation

It should be noted that all the distinguishing features of the Post 1980s generation 

were based on findings from the data. This means that the new image of the 

Post-1980s generation was built by media in some way. Newspapers published the 

reports and comments with a specific aim. They may have been trying to show that 

young people in China stand with the country (nation). As shown in Chapter 4, it was 

difficult to find negative reports regarding the Post 1980s generation in any of the 

three kinds of newspapers. All the voices from the newspapers were almost unified. 

This is a special condition in China because China’s official newspapers are 

controlled by the government and the party. The media represented the young people’s 

performance in those two events and influenced them at the same time. The new

image of the Post-1980s generation may have been built by them, but also built by the 

media. 

The main limitation of this study is that all the data came from official Chinese 

newspapers. Because there is a big risk for the researcher accessing underground
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newspapers, for the safety of researcher, the underground Chinese newspapers could 

not be chosen. To avoid one-sided analysis, some negative events were picked up 

from primary BBS in China. However the resources from the Internet were only used 

to supplement the major resources. And the reflection of the Post-1980s generation 

towards the negative events displayed some rational characteristics. They did not just 

abuse or criticize them; they began to adopt a more tolerant view. Related to the 

reflection of Liu Xiang’s dropping out of the Olympic Games, the Post-1980s

generation views regarding patriotism have become much more moderated. This is a 

new phenomenon in China. 

On the other hand, the official media avoiding reporting on negative events is a 

unique and interesting phenomenon in China. The information boom has brought 

different kinds of thoughts into China since 1979. China still needs to provide an open 

mind that is wider for the media industry. And the government wants to provide the 

image that young people are growing up in a correct way as they have wished.

In addition, the language barrier was another limitation of this current study. Since 

most of the data was printed in Chinese, the gap in understanding the language may 

be large. This may result in mixing personal ideas during the translation. As one of a 

Post-1980s generation from a one-child family, personal experience may be useful but 

also subjective at the same time.

5.4 Expansion of research into this field

Suggestions have been made at various points in this dissertation regarding how 
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certain issues relating to the structure, implementation and analysis of a research 

project into patriotism of young people especially Post-1980s generation may be 

addressed. The results from the current study obtained through this fieldwork research 

only represents a small sample of the current issue and a far larger pool of data is 

necessary to draw any substantial conclusions about the situation in the youth culture 

area in China, or indeed anywhere else. In light of this, some thoughts are offered here 

regarding how future research may be approached in order to provide an overall 

picture regarding this topic.

There are many different methods that may be used in order to gain an insight into the 

young people’s performance and thoughts at main national events. If time limits allow, 

interviews and questionnaires can provide more direct information. Combined with 

documentary research, this data will be more informative. It should be noted that, if 

interviews or questionnaires are selected, the population under consideration should 

be chosen more carefully. The population of any type of group in China is likely to be 

huge due to the enormous population size of the country. This current study could also 

be taken forward by considering other kinds of media resources like movies, 

television programs, and books. Young people’s performance is an interesting aspect 

in many areas, and it is not difficult to find the relevant resources.

Patriotism in China will always be a relevant topic. This is not only because its 

general meaning is important for all countries, but also because the P. R. China was 

based on revolutionaries’ patriotic spirit. Consequently patriotism has been a major 

political subject in China ever since 1949.
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As described in Chapter 3, the Chinese state has always paid much attention to the 

development of young people. Youth is one of the most important groups in every 

country across the world. Youth represents the fresh power of society, and 

consequently it is beneficial for any government to gain the support of young people.

Because of those issues, the education regarding patriotism takes a prominent position 

across schools of all levels in China. 

The values of young people have been influenced by the increasing openness in China. 

They now adopt different positions compared to their parents during the Maoist Era. 

They have seen some of the disadvantages of the state, and have learnt new ways to 

think about it. They may also have received non-positive images about the state.

The Chinese state has one major party (CPC) cooperating with other parties in the 

ruling system. At this time, it is necessary to foster young people’s patriotic spirits in 

new ways to make sure that they can accept this. The two significant events 

considered in this study represented great opportunities to encourage young people by 

their own performance. The Post-1980s generation demonstrated great spirits and they 

deserve to be praised. But the Chinese state and official media also needed these

chances to improve young people’s patriotism.

Therefore research regarding the patriotism of young people is valuable in both 

academic and social areas.

Further interesting topics that could be researched may be related to other cultural 

aspects of the Post-1980s generation. The one-child policy has been relaxed since 
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2000, while the policy of opening-up has lasted for 31 years. The Post-1980s

generation may be the only generation that has been impacted on by both policies 

while growing up. The Post-1980s generation is a very special group in China, and as 

they begin to turn 30, their values, love life, families and culture will provide greater 

interest over time.
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