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Bushra El-Turk

Tmesis
for Symphony Orchestra

Transposed Score

Duration: 3'

Written for the London Symphony Orchestra through the LSO Discovery Panufnik Young Composers Scheme, supported by the Helen Hamlyn Trust.

Instrumentation

3 Flutes (3™ dbl. piccolo)

3 Oboes (3™ dbl. cor Anglais)

3 Clarinets (2" doubling Eb Clarinet, 3™ dbl. Bass Clarinet)
3 Bassoons (3™ doubling Contra bassoon)

4 French Horns in F
3 Trumpets in Bb

2 Tenor Trombones
1 Bass Trombone

1 Tuba

Timpani

2 Percussionists:
1t Percussionist: Tam-tam, Triangle, Xylophone
2" Percussionist: Toms, Snare drum, Temple blocks, Bass drum

1 Harp
1 Piano (dbl. Celeste)

14 1 Violins

12 2™ Violins

10 Violas

8 Violoncellos

6 Double Basses

Performance Notes

- All trills are at the semitone, unless otherwise stated.

- All tremoli in the winds and brass represent measured repetition, unless written fltz. Triple tonguing passages should be tongued as fast as
possible, not necessarily at exact triple tongue speed in the given tempo. This is because | imagine them stuttering and not growling. Strings

tremolo as normal.
- All ascending string gliss. to be on the same string

Strings

battuto 4
before the bridge _————»| beond the bridge

zh/—\h; as in bar 13 - apply very hard pressure to the bow making an extremely loud grating sound
jﬁ_ as in bar 32 - highest note possible
Harp
% as in bar 9 - play with nail
e tham ot as in bar 14 - slide coin up the string (or something louder if it doesn't sound)
ﬁ

=

pres de la table as in bar 18 - to sound like a ganoun (Middle Eastern plucked zither)

Piano

B as in bar 25 - 4-note clusters at both ends of the piano

Composer's Notes

The word 'Tmesis' is a linguistic device in which a word or phrase interrupts another word or phrase.

as in bar 13 double bass - battuto before the bridge towards beyond the bridge to make a whispy cutting sound.
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Grounded, agressive and funky
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