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Composerʼs Notes 

ʻMawwalʼ is one of many pieces (to be written) that are expressions of different Middle Eastern (or specifically Levantine) ancient 

and modern sacred and secular (folk), musical and dramatic forms, written as a response to Berioʼs Folk Songs. 

ʻMawwalʼ literally means ʻaffiliated withʼ, ʻassociated withʻ or ʻconnected toʼ. It is a traditional genre of vocal music that is usually 

performed before the actual song begins. The mawwal typically spells vowel syllables longer than usual. 

This piece, though, takes a melody typically used in the Levant in improvised poetry duals or wars called ʻzajalʼ, 

though the feel is more chant-like, rather than declamatory as a typical ʻzajalʼ would be, and it is held against ever 

changing dissonant backdrops, giving a new meaning to its tonal centre. The instrument and voice are extensions of the other. 

I have chosen to present the vocalist as one of the instrumentalists and should, therefore, be sitting down within the ensemble. 

Premiered by the New Music Ensemble on 30th November 2012 as part of the Bramall Music Festival at Birmingham

University. 

Instrumentation: 

Voice (female) 

Flute

Clarinet

Viola 

Cello

Harp

Percussion - crotales (bowed), tam-tam, tubular bells, 

Performance Notes 

 - Humming should be at the same dynamic as the instrumental sound. If the ʻcellist is male, he can hum an octave lower. 

 - ʻUngʼ is at it should sound, using the back of the tongue at the back of the mouth.

 - trills are at the semitone. 

- represents a section lasting 15 seconds, for example

Bushra El-Turk 

MawwalMawwal 

for female voice and ensemble

 

Duration: 5' 

Score in C 

- clarinet plays the same note with different fingerings

- Repeat this  Ad libitum
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Bushra El-Turk

Mawwal

for female voice, flute, clarinet, viola, 'cello, harp and percussion
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