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The Position of Woman in the Seventeenth Century

and her Influence on the Literature.

Mabel M. Burrowe.

"To us surely it is as useful to know how the

young ladies of England employed themselves & hundred
and eighty years ago - how far thelr minds were
cultivated, what were their favourite studies, what
accomplishments they most valued in men, and what

proofs of tenderness, delicacy permitted them to

give to favoured suitors - as Lo know all about

the seizure of Franche Comté and the Treaty of
Nimeguen".
Macaulay. Life and Writings of Sir
William Tegiple. Edinburgh Review.
Oct 1838.
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INTRODUCTION

ILiteraturc always reflects the spirit of the age, which

' produces it. Authorg have turned to other times than
}their own for inespiration, for subjeot matter, for

Jmodels of style; but, however much they have been indebted
to past ages, there has always been some peculiar quality
in their writings, whioh has marked them as belonging

to the particular century,which gave them birth. The
earliest English literature is full of the joy of

fighting, of glory in the battle: it re-echoes the orash
'of the cswords and the confliot of the spear-points.
When more peaceful times came,the poete sang of other things -
- |of the lives of holy men, of the abuses of their own time;
and in the hey-day of their youth they burst into complainings
egainet Love and his cruel darts. Women began to play an
important part in the litersture.

At firet she wes merely & lay figure,endowed witi
virtues or vices according to the mood of the poet, and
transported together with her environment ahd her lovers

from the pages of ancient mythology to the literature of

medieval Fngland. Cheucer was the first to give us really
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‘living portraite of' the women of his time: even the
Efemale charaoters, that lhe borrows from other suthors,

' especially hie Criseyde, are quickened into life by

his sympethy and insight. From his time onward woman
has been one of the douminating influences of our literat-
|ture i It is significant that the ages, which have been
‘moct generous to her, have produced the grandest specimens
of artjend that the men, who nave cherished the noblest
ideals of women, have expressed the greatest truths in
the most enduring foxm.

In'estimatlng the influence of woman on the

literature of the seventeenth century,it will be necessary
to coneider first the general opinion of the time of

her character and abilities, tlie way in which she was

treated, and the kind of wom&n, wiiich such treatment

produced.
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SECTION 1.

The genersl attitude towards woman.

In the seventeenth century, ecveral things conspired to
give woman & less honourable position then that, which

she had enjoyed during the last reign of the previous
century. Under Elizabeth woman had prospered; she had
shared in the advantages of the liberal ideas,
disseminated by the Renaissance; her education and her
social position had improved; and she had inspired the
minds of the greatest men of the oentury with some of
their noblest thoughts. The aoccession of James 1€
merked the beginning of' & cheange. He himself was & great
scoffer at women. His court "was 80 fer from being civil
to women", says one writer%-quoting an 4.8 of Aubrey's
"that the ladies, nay the Queen herself, could hardly

pass by the King's apartment without receiving some

affront”

The political struggles of the first hLalf of the

century were not conducive to woman's edvancementy but

1. Maloolm in Manners and Customs of London. Chep 1.
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- the inferior position, thet she coccupied during this

. period.,was chiefly due to a distinct chenge of attitude
towards her. instead of being regarded with the
chivalrous devotion of Spenser, and the loving yet
wise sympathy of Shakespeare, she was looked upon with
contempt, so thet even the laudatory poems,agdrosaed to
patronesses, were often full of covert sneers.

The Puritans were in & measure responsible for
 this chenge. Women was in dicgrace with them: they
considered her a temptation, a necessary evil: and they
ocould not forgive her, for being the ocsuse of their
expulsion from Paradise. This feeling towards women
became general. She wag denounced in pulpits and
satirised in pamphlets. Donne,in his "Anatomy of the
World", expresses the popular opinion:

"For that first marriesge was our funersl:
One woman &t one blow, then killed us all”

Later on . in the century,Cherles Cotton blames woman
for the same reason:
"The first ridb did bring him ruin,
And the rest have since been doing,
Some by one way, some another,
Women still is mischief's Mother” 1.
The seventeenth century was & religious age: the

1. The Joys of Marriage.
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Bible was read anc its truth acocepted literally by
Chu:ch men and Presbyterians alike: and ideas, whioh
were distinctly Fastern in tome,began to be in vogue
about woman:
"The whole er;d wae made for man’ says Sir Thomas
Browne.l.”but the twelfth part of men for woman: Man
is the whole World, and the Breath of God: Woman the
Rib and crooked piece of Man” Milton held the same

;‘_‘11";7

Adam and Eve in Paradise T.ost are contrasted thus:

S wun on(

"For comtenmplation he and valour formed,
For csoftnese she and sweet attractive grace:
He for God only, she for God in him" 2.

This being the accepted idea of the purpose of
woman's oreation, it wes natural thet men should form
rather contemptuous ideas of her abilities. It was
& moot point whether'she poscecssed a mind or noty and
even those,who were charitable cnough to allow her one,
were not 80 rash ae to imagine that her mentel

capacities were egual to man's.

“Hooe not for mind in women: &t theilr best,
Sweetness and wit they are, but mummery possess'd” O

wae Donne's opinien. Fvelyn,speaking of the daughter

of his "worthy end pious friend, Dr Jeremy Teylor, says

1. Religio Medioci Pert 11
2 Bk 4 line 297
3 Love's Alchemy
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"She seemed to be & knowing woman beyond the ordinery
telent of her eex” ljend Bunyan mekes the Intcrpreter
say, when ghowing to Christiena and Meroy the room
containing the hen and chickens, "I ochose, my derlings,
to lead you into the room, where ruch things are,because
you are women and they are easy for you' 2 It is signif-
icant that many of the poets of the ocentury,when they
are addrescing come great lady,and wich to glive her the
highest possible praise, compliment her upon the beauties
of her mind; and hint that she alone amonget women
possecses guch beauties. Ben Joneon, addreseing a
Countecsg, whose name is not given says,

"You meke your books your friends,
And study them unto uwhe noblest ends,
Searching for knowledge and to Keep your mind
The seme it wes inspired, richh and refin'd;
These graces, vhen the rest of ladies view
Not boasted in your life but practia'd true,
As they are hard for them to make their own,
So are they profitable to be known" O

Woman's inferiority wae an established faot to the
seventeenth ~ century mind. Tius .ler education wae often
neglected, or confined to domestic and social accomplish-
ments: she was the property of her parents to be disposed
of a8 they wished, with but little regerd to her own

inclinations.her fault: were held up before the_

1. Diery Feb 26th 1630
2. Pilgrim's Progress Part 1ll.

3. An Epigrem to the honour.d ---Countess of - --=--
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publio eye by energetio peamphleteers, until zhe
hergelf in many cases,acquiesed to the general opinion :
she wes elther hedged in by restraints and so
enoouraged to sin through want of liberty, or incited
t0o a career of vice to provide pleasure for Cherles 11

and the licentious gallants ,who thronged his court.
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SECTION 11

The treatment of the seventeenth century woman-

(a) FHer Bducation.

{ The learned women of' the previous century, who corres-
ponded in dreek, and spoiled their eyesight by poring
over old manusceripts have passed away: in their place

we have the gravely sober deme, who 18 interested in
theology.,and whose reoreation takes the form of listening
to long sermons,and the gay socliety meiden, who plays,
singe, dances,and airs her knowledge of Frenoi. An
acquaintance withh the more serious brancnes of learning
was consldered unnecessary, even dangerous for & woman.
"Learning and pregnant wit iln woman-kKinde

Vhat it findes melleable, makes fralile
And doth not add more ballast, but more saile,”

1
wisely observes Sir Thomas Overbury.
"Unlearned be my wife') oried Herrick, when wishing for
earthly felioity;and hie sentiments were echoed by most
of the men of his time.

During the earlier helf of the century , when the
Puritan influence was predominant,the education of girls

wesg such &g tended to make them much better and much more

1. The Wife
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useful women than those,produced by the system of
education, adopted after the Reetoration.

Domestio subjeocts were the most important item
in the curriculum of girls of all classes; and .
consitituted the whole knowledge of the dasughters of
the poor.

The wives and daughters of prosperous citizens,
in addition to housgehold matters, were skilled in the
elaborate needlework of the period; and ln many ocases
hed some elight knowledge of spelling, reeding &and
mueio. Maudlin, the wife of Yellowhammer, the gold-
smith,is mede by Middleton to resd the letter,which
comes from her son at the University: it is written in
Latinj but her imagination helps Ler to construe it.
She scolde her deughter Moll I'or being " & dull meid]
end asks, "Have you played over all your old leesons

o' the virginals"? The majority of the girls of the
citizen class epent their leisure time in sewing, for
t.ieir supply of books wes extremely limited, even if
they could read; and those, who hed learned music,
pnuet have grown a little t.1ed of playing over their
"old leesons o' the virginels". Thie kind of life

did not eppeal to the wild heart of Moll Cut-Purse

1. A Chaste Maid in Cheapside.
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| for we are told that she “could not endure the sedentary
life of sewing or stitching: & sampler was a&s grievous
to her e8 & winding sheet: her needle, bodkin and thimble
she ocould not think on quietly, wishing them changed
into & sword and dagger for & bout at cudgels?l

Domestic accomplishments, sewing, reading, &
little knowledge of musioc - such was the education
that girls in the middle classes received three hundred
years ago.

" Mistress Openwork.in che Hoaring Girl?wss
evidently an exception, - unfortunately for her husband
who, no doubt, would have been sensitble of the wisdom
of Sir Thomas Overbury's remarks, had he been aoguainted
with them. "Tis well known",says Mictress Openwork,
"he took me from & lady's service, where I was well
beloved of the Steward: I Lad my Latin tongue and a spice
of the French, before 1 came to him?

The deughters of rigid Puritans were educated
on strictly praoctical lines: thelr lives must have been
dull, for music wae considered micschievous snd corrupting
by people of their seoct; and?if their fathers were

indulgent enough to ellow them to learn reading,xﬁ all

1 A Strange Wonder 1662
2, Middleton ana Lekiker 1611.




12

educated?
"Her BEducation such
As night become the deughter of & prince:
Eer own tongue espeaks all tongues, and her own nand

Cen teach &ll strings to speak in their best grece,
From shrillegt treble to the hoarsest base'

The dall ghiters of the nobility were the only
class of women,during the earlier part ol the century,
who could lay claim to & good education; end to-day
we night consider even their olaim unjustified. Their
studiee were of & lighter and more feminine tone than
thoese of the women o tiie sixteenth century. The
letter have been g0 praised for thelr lesrn.ng, that we
ere inolined to forget that, epert from Letin, Greek
end Hebrew, they did not kxnow &s mucii &8 many board-
8chool children or tne present day. Thie tescuing of
aistory, geogrephy, erithmetic,snd scienoce wae in
its infenoy. This was also the cace in the seventeenth
century; and, ss the ancient languegeswere not generally
gtudied, the educaticn of the women wag confined to &
very limited number of subjecte.

Fechioneble boarding schoole beceme popular
bowards the end of the century; but even then some

fathers following the custom,which prevailed in their
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youth, preferred to have their daughters educated by
private masters. [:Mrs Alia Thornton,speaking of her L
life in Ireland about the year 1632,shows what was the
usuel course of study,that girle in the upper classes
wvere expected to follow et that time. She says thet
she had "the best education that the Kingdom ocould
afford, having the mlva.ntage_ of soociety in the sweet and
chagte company of the Earl of Stefford's deughter, the
most virtuoue Lady Anne and the Lady Arbella Wentworth,
learning those qualities with them, whioh my father
ordered namely - the Frenoh language to write and speak
the same, singing, dancing, playihg on the lute and
therboe learning cuch otiher accomplishments of working
8ilks , gum work, sweetmeats,and other suitable house-
wvifery, as by my motiher's virtuoue provision and ocare
ghe brought me up in what was it for her qQuality and my
father's child."

Bome skill in needlework was & £ine qua non for
every woman;and handgome specimens of this art were
often snown with pr.de to visltors. Pepys speakalof
paying a visit to Captain Lambert%and of'"seeing the fine

needlework of his wirfe, thhe best I ever saw in my life)

he &dds with his usuel entiucliaem.

1. Diary June 18th 1661




14

The English of the seventeenth century were greet
lovers of music. We have seen that even the deughters
of citizens had some skill in it: the daughters of
gentlemen were expected to be able to sing, to acconpany
themselves on some instrument, and to read priok musio
&t sight. Tlielr parents evidently never considered
vhether they hed any taste for music or not.

Mre Hutchinson preferred subjects of a grever kindj but
she was not exempt from music lessons on that account.
"As for music end dancing” ,che seys,"l profited very
little in them and would never practice my lute or
harpsichorde, but when my mesters were with me: and
for my needle I sbreolutely hsated gl

Dencing weas &lso ﬁaught; but it was not considered
fitting for modest women to indulge to0 much in this
pestinme. The Marquis of Halifex, who did not &llow
the frecr mannerg of the court of Charles 1l to affect
the way in vhich Le brought up his daughter, tells Ler
to dance occesionally,and then only emonget private
friends.8 Evelyn's daughter Mary, who preferred the quiet
heppiness of her fathe:r's house to the geaiety of the

3
ecourt, danoced very gracefully; "but” say Lher father|she

1. Introduction to Life of Col Hutochinson

2 Lady's New Year Gi:it or Advice to & Daughter
3. Diary. March 10th 1685
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seldom showed that perfection, save in the gracefulness
of her carriage, whioh was with an air of sprightly
modesty not easily to be desoribedf

It seems strenge to us td count spelling amongst
the number of subjects taught by special masters; but
there were no preparatory schools in the seventeenth
century; and spelling seems to have presented & real
difficulty to the women of the vime. It is difficult
to know whether to attribute the stertling varieties of
spelling,secn in the letters of many of the ladies,to
the verying systems of different masters, or to the
poor attention paid to their teaching by thelr scholars.
Orthogrephy was certainly in an unsettled stete; and
much may be exocused on that account,; but it was no un-
common thing for women, who had been fairly well édh:oated,
to be unable to spell with any approachh to correctness.
Some of the letters,written by the ladies of the Verney
fanily, remind one of the present day attempts to spell
phonetically. Pepys complains about hia_Wife'sbad
epelling. "In the evening" he says,"exam.ning my wife's
letter, intended to my Lady, and another to Mademoiselle

they were so falsge spelt, that I was ashamed of themfl

1. Diary Jan Jlst 16635
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Evelyn specks of his daughter Mary's " correct orthographg;
as one of’her‘by no means smallest accomplishments.

The study of modern foreign languages,especially
of French, took the plece of lessons in Latin, Greek and
Hebrew, whioch had been so popular in the previous ocentury.
The coming of Queen lienrietta and her court made French
& neceesity to ladies in society; and it became a subject
that was almost universally taught to the daughters of
gentlemen. Dorothy Oeborne'knew enough Frenoch to read
Cléopatre and Le Grand Cyrus in the original.< French
romanceg, especially those of Mlle de Seudery.were widely
read by Fnglish women in the seventeenth century. Pepys's
wife wes fasoinated by them; but they did not appeal to her
husbtand; for he says,"l find my wife troubled at my
checking her last night in the coach, in her long stories
out of Grand Cyrus, which she would tell, though nothing
to the purpoese, nor in any good manner; 9

After the accession of Charles l1ll life in England
became much gayer and more aimless: the whole country
seemed encrvated by the vicious example of the oourt:
serious t.ings were baniched, they tasted too muoch of death

to please those,who were trying to forget,that they were

1 Diary March 10th 1668
2 Letter to Sir Ym Temple Feb 27tnh 1653
3 Diary May 12th 1666
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mortel. Girls were introduced by their mothers,at an
early &age,into & society where vioce abounded: accomplish-
ments ,other than domestic,were needed to help them to
take & fitting place in the gay world: thus musioc, dancing,
drawing,end French were the subjects most studied: cook-
ing and needlework went out of fashion. The boarding
schools at Haokney and Chelsea were much frequented; and
there girle learnt the social acoomplishements, which
were considered necessary. Pepys cpeaks several {.mes
of these schools. One Lord's Day hLe went to Haockney
Church, chiefly as he tells us, to see "the young ladies
of the schools, whereof there is great store, very
pretty."” L
It became quite common for women Of the bourgeois
olasa to boast such accomplishments &s music, dancing and
paeinting. Pepys was rather concerned when he found that
several of the meidservants whom he engaged, were better
educated in that respect’ than his wife, and forthwith he
generously peid mesters to teach her those aubjeota.2
Before the Restoration,it wes & women's first duty

to be a good housewife: domestic affairs ocoupied the

chief place in her life; but under the " merry monarch"

1 Diary April 2lst 1667
Diary March lst and 12th 1667
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these things were altered: . woman's chief aim and

desire was to be attractive: and she studied to acquire
those graces, which che thought aided her natural charm.
Some still clung to the old domestic ideal; and, if the
ocourt cerided them, they were repaid for their devotion
by the hsppy homes, of which they were the head.

Tiie education of woman in the seventeenth century
was not 6n1yroonfined to & few subjects; but it was also
exceedingly superfifial an ! trifling: very few women
seem to have geined more than a surface knowledge of the
subjeots with which they were aocqueinted. There were
peveral reasons for this lack of depth. VWomen were

not expeoted to be learned, i fact the general opinion

was in favour of unlearned women, sweetness and wit was
all that was required of them: the troubled state of the
country during the first half of the century hindered
the progress of learning: and after the Restoration
' women seemed to find the pleasures of #society &
greater attraction than the painstaking solitude of a
student.

Naturally there were c¢xoceptions. There were some

men, wio were oultured and possessged with a deep love

of learning,and who,for that,reason gave their daughters
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;a better education than the custom of the tLimes
|
|

- warranted: there were czome giris,whe showed such talents
Iwhile they were still young, that their fathers decided
to give them unusual advantages: and there were others,
who by their own efforts attained a height of learning,
that 1is surprising considering the difficulties, which
they hiad to overccme.

Lady Anne Halket born in 16568, had exceptionally

well educated parents. Her father, Mr Murray, weas

| tutor to Charles 11;and her mother was governess to the
EDuke of Glouceater and Princess Elizabeth. S8he had
%all the educational advantagez possible at that day;

. and became chiefly interested in theology, physioc,and

| surgery.

Mrs Hutohingon early showed gigns of unusual

- abilities. These were encouraged by her parents; for

- she says ,"When I was about seven years of age, I

' remember I had et one time eight tutors in seversal

' qualities, languages, music, dancing, writing and
needlework"l She was also taught Letin;and soon

[

' outstripped her brothers, who were at school, although

' her father's chaplain, who taught her,was " a pitiful

' dull fellow"
| E.

ES Introduction to Life of Colonel Hutchinson
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Evelyn educated all his daughters well: they were
taught Letin and Greek.besides the ususl ~ubjects. Mary
Fvelyn, vho dled in her nineteenth year,  seems to have
inherited some of her father's talents. "The French
tongue was a¢familiar to her as English: she understood

Italianand was &ble to render & laudable acoount of

Iwhat she read and observed- - She had read abundance of
J
history and all the best poets, even Terence,Plantus,

Homer, Virgil, Horace, Ovid: all the best romances and
modern poems: she could ocompose happily, and put in
pretty symbols, a8 in the iMundus Mbldebris, wherein is
en enumeration of the irmense variety of the modes and
ornaments belonging to her sex" 1
There wereothers, who were living contradictions
to the oft repesated aseertions of woman's mental inferior-
ity: amongst whom were Lady Joanas Liumley, who translated
three orations of .Isocratés: I'lizabeth Bury and Elizabeth
Bland,both proficient in Hebrew: the Hon Mre Monk, who
unagsisted learned Spenish, Italian and Latin: and Mary

Astell, who was an ardent upholder of education for women.

1. Diary March 10th 1685
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' (b) Her trades and professions

The seventeenth century offered to woman very
Itew ocoupations,wvhioh called into play her intellectual
;powers. Most of the trades, which she was allowed
éto follow, required nimble fingers and a gquick wit, but
a small imagination and no depth of thought. This
century,however,meegre as are its contributions to the

intellectual advancement of woman, saw the first

' appearance of ovomen on the English stage, the uprising
of female artiste, and the beginning of woman's work

' in litersture.
% The trades, by whioch women in the lower ranks
}of society could support themselves, were many: we
!read of women heir-dressers, starchers, milliners and
comfit malkers. Many women earned a livelihood by
sewing. Jane in the Shoemakers' Holidey supports
herself in this way, while her husband is at the wars)
and Mary Fitzallerd in the Roaring Girlldisguidea
hergelf as a semptress, in order to gain an interxview
iwith her lover. Pepys mentions semptresses geveral
‘times? Many of these women worked for their husbends,

 who were linen drapers: others were employed by

' 1 Dekker and Middleton
' 2. Peb 2nd 1660. June 1lth 1668, July 16th 1668.
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i shop keepers with & thriving trade, much in the samc

i way a8 girls are employed by drecsmakers at the present
1 day . It was the duty of a semptress to teke her

i finished work to the houses of her master's customers;
iand gshe was not infrequently received, with the valet

it&ilor and wig-maker, in the dressing rooms of men of
} fashion.
Although the Puritan women were not allowed to

i indulge in such & soul-destroying vanity as the wearing
' of finery, yet their husbands had no objection to their
;making and selling "baubles” to others. Their trades
: were often oreated by the very fashions which they
¥oondemnad; and the drematists,whose enemity they had
isained by. their sweepimg condemnations of the stage,
Edid not fail to realise,and make use of this faou.
| Randolph makes fun of the "sanctified fraternity" in the
- person of Mistress Flowerdew, who comes on the stage

carrying pins and looking glasses to sell in the
' theatre. She lamenta the wickedness oI tue place, in
' which she finds herself: _
' "See,brother, how the wicked throng and orowd

To works of vanity! Not & nook or corner

In all this house of ein, this cave of filthiness,

This den of spiritual thieves, but it is stuffed
Stuffed and stuffed full, as is & cushion

| Of the lewd reprobate”l

1. The Muses' Looking CGlass.
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Punyan sgpeeke of & women,wko used "to wash the
Hubbisi: that ceme forth of the lead mines, and tiere
to get sperks of Lesd ore"l Pepys mentions seeing
women working "in the cenals, speeping of vater'< and
et enother time he pays five shillings to twe women
guides.s These women seem to be the forerunners of

the hardy race of females, who,at the present day,work

' in brick-kilng and et chein making.
| A tavern wesg not complete without a pretty maid
éto gserve "the strong waters”: Heywood's Bess Bridges*
?w&s first & bermaid, and then the owner of & tavern.
}Harried women, whose Lhusbands Kept an inn, helped to
1Berve in the bar; and played the part of hostezs®,

Eand sometimes & married womaen Kept & tavern,while Ler
ihusb&nd was engeged in other work: the weberman's wife,
%in the Relapse® kept "e brendy shop in Dreb-alley at
lwhpping? Girls were employed as waitresses in Coffee
| Housen7; which took the place of the present day London

Clubse.,

The galleries above the lounge at the New Exchange
- were ocoupied by shops. These were kept chiefly by

. women, who sold powde®, paint, false hair,and fancy

. 1 Life and Death of Mr Bedman _ N
2 Diary Sept 6th 1666 6 Sir John Vanburgh
3 Diary June 15th 1668

4 The Fair Maid of the West

' & Pepys's Diary. July 20tia 1667

Sept 20th 1667.

7 Betty in the Way of the World.Congreve
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%artioles of dress to society ladies. Pepys was fond
!of going there ©o see the pretbty shop keepers. “My
éwifo &nd 1 Lo the New Exchange he says," to the pretty
!maid Mrs Smith's shop where I left my wife and I am
;mlghty pleased with this Mre Smith, being a very pleasant
.woman?l Belinds in the Old Bachelor®mekes fun of &
country squire and his family,whom she met in the New

Bxchenge, where "the fabther bought & powder Lorn and

an almenao and & comb ocase: the mother & great {ruz-

tower and & fet amber necklace: the dauglters only

tore two pairs of kid-leather gloves with trying 'em on!

The country woman had not such & variety of trades

from which to chose, &8 had her town sister; but, pro-

bably on that aoccount,her life was happier and more ocon-
tented. The'fair end happy Milkmald“? oelebra§§§ by i?
8ir Thomss Overbury, was no feble. Dorothy Osborne
|BPeaks of & ocommon neay the Priory at Chickeands, "where
;5 great many young wenches Keep sheep and cows, end sit

Aur M

|in the shade singing of ballads. —
e

' ~I telk to them', she continues,”and find they want

!nothing t0 meke them the happiest people in the world but

' the knowledge that they ere so"% Pepys also mentions

—

|
|

1 Diary July 13th 1667

. also see Sept 6th 1684
2 Congreve

& Charaoters

4 Letter to Sir Wm Temple May 8th 1653
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seeing the country msids at Portholme “milking their
oowg there, they being there now at grass, and to see with
what mirth they come 211 home togzether in pomp with
their milk and gometimes they have music go before:
them." 1 Fermers' wives presided over their dairies;
and sold their produce at the nearest market. Evelyn

speaks with admiration of * e gallant widow brought up

' & fermeress’) who put him in mind of “Deborah and Abigeil

her house 80 plentifully estored with all manner of
country provisiocne, a&ll her own girowth a&nd all her
ocnveniences £0 substential, neet and well understood"?
The life of a domestic servant,in the seventeenth
oentury,was rather & chequered one. [Hired out es a
chanber-meid, or & cook-maeid,at & salary not generally
exceeding four or five pounds & year, she might be
teken into the oonfidence of her master,and mistress and
treated almost &3 & friend,or blows and ill words might
fall t2 her share. Someuimes she experienced both
these trestments from the same people. Pepys sometimes
treated his maids very kxindly and familierly, taking
thea out on pleasure trips with himself and his wife: at

other times he ill used them and punicshed them oruelly

1l Diary Oct 13th 1662
2 Diary May 19th 1673
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|
|
)
! for elight faultis. "Took out my wife] he records
! in his diary, "and the two Mercers, and two of our
f maide Barker end Jane, snd over the wetexr to the Japaioa
i Houge, wvhere I never was before,snd there the girls

' did run for wegers over the bowling green: andtiere
with much pleasure, spent little, and so home'

Anothier entry shows the darker side of the piloture.
"This morning, observing some things to be lald up

not as they should te by my girl, I took a broom and
bested her till she cried extremely, whioch made me
vexed; but before I went out I lelt lLer appeased"2
Again he is guilty of most cruel conduct. "I fell

nightily out, &nd nade my wife, L0 the disturbance of

the lhouse and neighbours, to beat our little giri,
and then we shut her dbwn into the cellar, and there
she lay e¢ll night"3 Suoh treatment was extremely
common: it was pert of the brutality of the manners
of the age.

if we are to believe the dramatists & walting
wonen was as indispensavle t0 & marriageable maiden,
ag besuty and & large fortune. They are extremely

useful in the pleys of the period, ag coufidents of

1. April l4th 16867
| 2 Diary les lst 1660
3 Diary Feb 12th 1666
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' the heroines, and s® messengers hetween lovers, parted
by cruel fate and stubbornm parents. The heroine's
iunweleome sultor, Tavoured by her father, is often
mearried to & masked waiting woman, believing her o
;bo her mistress: the maid thankfully =occepts a hushand,
Ivhom she dislikes,eand who will probably dielike her,
l iaa & recompense for all her multifarioue duties.
| The daughters of citizens and merchents who ha@l
‘been educated st some school, such as those at Fow
:and Putney, often became waiting maids in the houses
ﬁor wealthy middleoless femilies. Several girle of
tthiﬂ oless were engaged at different timee by Pepys
‘to waitlupon hig wife.
E The life of & waiting maid was much more
lpleasant and less arduous than the life of & domestic
' gservant If the ledy she served were unmarried, her

|

| chief duties lay in attending her mistress in the
;nouse, out of doors, and at places of amusement; in
;soeing +0 her toilet; and in being able to amuse

?hor ,when she wes bored,by discussing witi her the
merlts of her respective lovers. Sometimes & waiting
maid was employed by the father of her mistreas as a

iduenna; but she did not always play this role successfully,;
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for lovers are usually more henerous then parents.
She generally clept on & trundle bed in the room of
her mistress; sat &t the same table; end wee admitted
to be supericr 4o the other servants. She weae often
in the confidence of the loverg of her lady; end wes
called by them “fellow gervent"”. Waller tegins his
verses to Mre Breughton, waiting woman to Sacharisse
with "Fair fellow servant}| end Dorothy Oeborne writing
to her lover, raye of her meid Jene "your fellow gervant
kisses your hands"

To be the ettendent of & gentlewoman was by no
means & dichonourable position; and deughters of poor
gentlemen cften filled such poets,with & view to widen-
ing their metrimonial chences. In great houses there
were often one or two girls, generally poor relations,
who held such positions. They helped the ladies of
the household with the sewing and cooking. Doll Leeke,
& neice of Bir Bdmund Verney, lived st Claydon, the
femily seat of the Virneys, for & number of years: she
was woll treated and loved by the whole family.

Teaching was one of the first professions to be

gpened to womean. There were & number of governesces

| and school mistresses in the seventeenth century..




29

- that any liberties could be taken with them without
offence. The stage became very dissolute; and grave

end serious men like FEvelyn began to look upon it with
disgust, although formerly they had enjoyed its perform-
ances. He records in his Diary on October the eighteenth
1666, that he was "very seldom going to public theatres
for many reescns now, as they were abused to an atheistioca
liverty: foul and undecent women now (and never till now)
'permitted to appear and act, who inflaming several

young nobiémen and gellante became their misses, and to
some their wives."
The moet famous actresses of the time were Nell

' Gwyn, 80 much admired by Pepys,and beloved of Charles 1l:
iMbll Devis, the Wiltshire ginger: and Mrs Betterton,
i!hose life and character were above reproach, and who was
rahosen to teasch elocution to the young daughters of

 Janes g

It became very fashionable .during thés ocentury,

for women to learn painting and drawing. Many ladies

' dabbled in this art. Some went further and made it

' their profession. They followed ochiefly two masters,
%Sir Peter Lely, the ocelebrated portralt painter, and
Jyyndyqafthe_great Flemieh painter. Some of them attained

——
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& moderste amount of success ag landsospe and portrait
painters: Mary Besle, & pupil of Sir Peter Lely, is
perhapes the best known.

Ap&rt from women writers o4 theology, who were
fairly numeroue, the seventeenth century can boast its
literary women. A nunber of women in high rank
anmused themselves by writing verses: a few attalined
some ocelebrity in their own age; but are forgotten
to-day. These writers are interesting,only because
thiey show,that 1t was no uncommon thing for ladies
to exercise tueir wits in rhyming. There were a
few women,who regarded 'riting a&s a profession; and
who ocontributed not inconsiderably to the minor
literature of the period.

Mrs Katharine Philips, or " the Matohless Orinda”,
wes born in 1631; and educated at a boarding eschool
at Hackney. She aciieved some fame in ner own day
a8 & poetess. cowlef' praised her for her "numbers
gentle" and her "fancies high". She translated P
Corneille's "Horace", which was &octed before Cuarles 11
and his Queen in 1668, four years after her death,
when Evelynzsaw it. Pbpyg saw it in the following

yvear;and thought it a.silly traged¥:

1 Ode on Orinde's Poems
2 Diary Feb 4th 1668
S Diary Jan 19th 1669
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lier pcems &re not numerous: they consist chiefly
of odes in praise of Cherles 1 (she was an ardent
royalist) and of eddresses to Lucasia, her friend,and
to Antenor, her husband. Her sentiments are pretiy,
but not profound: The Socul is the most meditative of
her poems; and it is not at all remarkeble for its
depth of thought. The most attractive quality of her
verse is the Caroline 1ilt, whiocn she caught U0 perfeot-

ion. The poenm, called "To my Excellent Lucasis, on our

| Friendship"” illustrates this guality?

"I d4id not live until this time
Crown'd my felicity,

When I oculd say without a corime,
I am not thine but thee.

"Thig carcase breath'd and walkt and slept,
So that the World believ'd

There wes & soul the motions keptb,
Put they were all deceived.

“For ag & watch by art is wound

To motion, such was mine:

But never had Orinda found

A soul till she found thine."

The eccentric figure of Margaret Cavendish,
Duchese of Newcastle, next claims our attention. She
wae born in 1624,and married to the Duke of Newcestle
in 1646. She published, during her life time,poens,

playe, philesophical works, and the life of her hugband,
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FPoema and Penciee appeared in 16533 Pnillosophical
[Opiniona in 165686, end the Life of the Duke of Newcastle
' in 1667.

Her poems are sometimes inoomprenensibie and
ghow little, 1if any,poetioc skill. Her imeginstion
was vivid; and had ske exercised that faoulby, instead
of puzzling over problens, which she was not intellect-
ually fitted to solve, her work might have been of
more value. Her playe lacik constiuotion; and Ler
charecter drawing is feeble in the extreme; but the
plotshare in many ceses good. She might have written
gome interesting novels of the romantio type,; but her
deslre was to be oclassed amongst the great philoaopherl
of the world, and she expended hexr ochief efforts
on valueless speoulation. There ere somne pazsages
in her works.,whioh are digtinguished by their good
gense and thelr charm; but these lose thelr Ifeorce,
becauee they are buried in the mass of her strange

philogophiocal ideas. +umn on|

Originelity was & passion with herjend this
passion extended not only to her philosophy,but to

her olothes and her manner of living. She wes one




|

1of the most eccentrio figures in London after the
Restorstion; people gathered in the Park to zee her pass
in her coaoch; and her works were read eagerly, ochiefly
:through curiogity to sce what such & woman would write.

|
lt.he "somewhat fantasticad and original-brained, generous

;
| Margaret Newcastle”. That meny of the leading men of

Verioue opinions were held in her own age about

|

1the time showed deference to her and her abilities,is

!seen from & volume of Letters and Poems,published in

‘her honour in 1676, with the following dedication by

' the University of Cambridge:

To Margaret the FPirst,

| Princezs of Fhilosophers

| Who hath dispelled errors,

| Appeased the difference of opinions

' And restor.d Peaoe,

} To Learning's Commonwealth.

!Evelyn records her visgit to the Royal SBoclety.

*"To London" e says in hils Liaxry on April the thirtieth
1887, “to wait on the Duchess of Newcastle(who was &

mighity pretender to learning, poetry, and philesopihy, and

hed in both published divers booke) to the Roysl Society,

whither she came in great pomp, and belng reoceived by

| our Lord Precident at tae door of our meeting rcom, the

mace etc, carried before him, nad several experiments
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showed to her."
The singularities, which she affeoted.and the strangeness
of her works mede her the sport of many. We find
Dorothy Osborne entresting her lover " for God's pake"
to seni.her the Duchess of Newcastle's poeme, because
ehe hee heerc that they are "ten time more extravegant
than her dress”. "Sure’ she continues,"the poor woman
ie a little dietracted, she could never be 80 ridiculous
elee a8 to vénture &t writing booke, and in verse too0.
If I should not sleep this fortnight I should not come
"to that"d In & later letter she says that she has seen
| "My Lady Newcastle's book” end she is “"satisfied that
there sre meny soberer pecple in Bedlem“? Pepys was
very anxioug to see the luchess, who drew as large ocrowds
ac if she had been "the Gueen of Sheba*:® it was her
peculiaritieaéthat attracted him,for he had no opinion
| of her litexrary work. FHe desoribes her play, The

Humourous lLovers,as “the most ridioculous thing,tnat

was ever wrote”d
The Life of her husband is interesting,because

|
r
lof the light that it throws upon the life of the time;

ibut it cen olaim no literary distinction. Af'ter
lreading it, Pepys passes judgment upon both the Duke and

;1. Letter to Sir Wm Temple. May 1st 1853
2. Letter to Sir Vm Temple June 12th 16563

8 Diary April 1lth 1667

' 4 Diary April 26th 1667
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Duchess of Newcastle: he declares,that she is " & mad
conceited, ridiculous woman, and he an ass to suffer
her to write what she writes to him and of him"l |
Of this same work Lamb says,that "no casket is rich
enough, no casing sufficiently durable to honour and
keep safe such & Jjewel". The work is by no means
ridiculous, nor can we consider it a jewel; but probably
. Pepys wag thinking,that he would not care for his own
wife to honour him in & similar way; and Lamb's taste
for out of the way humours is well known.

Very different from the philosophical Margaret
Cavendish, is Aphra Behn, the woman of pleasure. She
was born in 1640; and, when quite & child, went out .
with her father to Surinam,then an English possession,
There she met the chief Oroonoko, whose sad love story
' she afterwards gave to the world in a novel. £&he
returned to England; married & Dutch merchant ocalled
i Behn; was sent to Antwerp as & spy; but,receiving no
; recompensze for her labours, she returned to Tngland;

- and forsook polities for literature. Her writings are
| numerous, consisting of poems, translations rro;:French,
| plays,and novels. It was by her work in the last two

classes of literature, that she obtained her fame. Her

1, Diary March 18th 1668



38

novels were widely read by the women of her time:
Oroonoko the most celebrated , contains one of the

first attempts at local colour in the hietory of the
English novel. Surinam, its surroundings, its

climate, its vegetation, its people are well described,
although & little idesalised. She was chiefly noted

in her own day for her plays: these show some dramatio
power; and the dialogue is sometimes sparkling; but they
are tainted by the fashion of the time; and their merits
are obsoured by indecenocy. Haéﬁﬁgiia were published
between 1680 ~ 1€89.

Mrs Manley's first tragedy, The Foyal Mischief,
was acted in 1696; and was well received. Trom that
time she seems to have had & fairly successful literary
career. She is best known as the author of The New
Atalantis, in which she describes the leadgrs of tue
Whig perty under assumed nemes; and does not spare themn.
This book brought her under the ban of the law; and she
wes imprisoned for a short time. Its popularity
continued for & number of years: it is mentioned by Fope
in The Repe of the Look.l At one time she was the editor
of the Examiner: she died in 1324.

Et is not aurprialng that women, who thwue trespasced on W

1. "As long as Atalantis shall De read” Canto 3 line 165
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"man's prerogative; ! were satirised by writers of the
opposite sex. There is a delightfully humourous piocture
of a literary woman in Congreve's Double Dealer. Lady
Froth describes to Cynthia the agonies,that she
suffered,before her marriage to Lord Froth; and how, to
alleviate themy, she "writ, writ ebundantly"” "somgs,
elegies, satires, enconiums, panegyrics, lampoons, plays
or hercic poems”. This doubtful habit, ocontracted

when she wae suffering from tﬁe torments of love, was not
broken by merriage. One of the be2t scenes in Congreve
ig that,in which Brisk undertakes to oriticise and write
notes on Lady Froth's heroic poeum,on the illustrious
subject of the love of the coachman Jehu for the dairy-
meid Susen.

It is somewhat strange that the two women, whose
writings are the best known to-day, had no literary aim;
and wrote only for the pleasure of thelr immediate fr.ends
The letters of Dorothy Osborne, since their publication
in 1388, have mede many others,besides William Temple,
her faithful servants. Dorothy's personality, which
constitutes the chief ocharm of these letters, will be

spoken of in another section. The letters are extremely

1l The Wife Sir Thos Overbury,
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well written, the style is familiar and easy, but
never trite nor dull.

The Life of Colonel Hutchinson,written by his
wife, has all the literary charm and e¢legance of style,
whioh the Life of the Duke of Newcastle laoks. It
gives & faithful sccount of how the Civil War affeot.d
Nottinghareshire, and is an eminently readeble and
interesting book.
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(¢c) MARRIAGE

In the sevenleccath century, merriage was thought 4o
be the s0le end and aim of wonan's exlstence. Wistever
view was taken of the purpose of marriage, whether men
thouglit, &8 Milion did, thiat it weas ordained for “"the
ept and acheerful oconversation of man witix woman, to comfort
and refresh hLim against the evil of solitary l;feflor
vhether thiey thought, as Sir Tuomas Browne, that its end
was "to perpetuste the wcrld"? they &ll conocurred in
thinking ,that women weas created solely for the benefit of
man; end that she was fulfilling the purpose of her oreatio

when she married. Many evils arose from this deep-rooted

and wide-spread oonviotion: the majority of girls were

given no other training than that, which was supposed to
meke them suiteble wives; they were hurried into marrisge,

vhen mere ohildren; and little or no freedom of choioce

| was allowed them, the ocommand of their parents vas & law,

egeinst which there was no eppeal.
Iafent betrothels were common; &nd it wae no unusual

thing for a marriage to take place, when both the parties

' were very young; the boy generally travelled afterwards;

end the ;irl lived with her parents until she was in her

|

 early teens, when she and her husband began their life

1. Doctrine and Discipline of Divorce.

2. Religio Medici Part 11.
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; together. Evelyn speaks of attending the marriage

f of' the Duke of Arlington's daughter, then only five years
iold, to the Duke of Grafton.l Seven years later he

}waa present at their re-marriage, which he viewed with
idiafavour. “This sweetest, hopefullest, most beautiful
' child, and most virtuous too, was sacrificed to a boy
thet haed been rudely bred, without anything to encourage
them but his Majesty's pleasure”? There were not many
girls who remained ummarried, until they were twenty.

Little lMary Blaocknall, left an heiress and an orphan

&t the age of nine, was quarrelled over by her four

' guardians, as though she were & piece of property, not a

. human being. At last, one of them trying to arrange

& marriage between her and his son, the other three

| offered her to Sir Pdmund Verney for his eldest son.
She was married at the age of thirteen to Ralph Verney,
' who was two years older: they did not live together for
two years. There is & quaint little letter written by
Mary to her sunt Mrg Wiseman on the occasion of her

'maerriage. "Good Aunt” she writes, "besides the desire

' I have to hear of your health and my uncle's, I think

it fit to acquaint you that now I em married, in which

istsﬁa I hope God will give me his blessings and make it

happy to me"

e —————————— — ———— — —_— — -

;1. Diary August lst 1872
' 2 Diaxry Nov 6th 1679
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It speaks well for the lovableness of Luman nature,
that many marriages made in this way were successful;
and that many husbandes and wives, married when quite
children end absolute strangers, aoquired & deep and
lasting affection for one another.

Most parents thought thet they were doing their
duty, when they procured a rich husband for their
deughter - his charaoter was often of quite secondary
importance. The inclination of the girl was not
consulted: usually she was considered too young and
foolish to be able to choose wisely. "It is c¢ne
of the disadvantages belonging to your gex", writes
the Marquis of Halifax'to his dsughter, "that young
women &re seldom permitted to make their own cholce:
their friends' care and experience are thought safer
guides to them than their own fancies, and their modesty
often forbiddeth them to refuse, when their parents
recommend, though their inward consent may not entirely
go alcong with it. In this case there remaineth nothing
for them to do,but to endeavour tc make that easy, which
falleth to their lot, and by a wigse use of everything
they may dislike in & husband, turn that by degrees to
be very supporteble,which if neglected might in time

1. Lady's New Years Gift, or Advice to a Daughter.
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' beget an aversion! If a girl's father were dead,

or unable to make arrangements for the future of his

:daughter. ghe fell under the care and authority of her

mother, or her brother, or some male relative.

Lorothy Osborne's brother Henry thought it his duty to
try to force her into marriage with one of her many
suitors, knowing that she had no affection for them,
and that she had aoccepted William Temple as her lover:
"You are altogether in the right, writes Dorothy in
one of her weekly letters to Temple, "that my brother
will never be at quiet,till he sees me disposed of,
but he does not mean to iose me by it...... ved B9
thinks it would be to my advantage to be well disposed
of and by thet he understands rlohlyfl P.pys was most
snxious to see his sister Paulina married,before

she became too old and ugly: he never seems to

Jave comsidered her inclinations or desires.
Valeria,in The Widow?xs gubjeot to the aut .ority of
Brendino, her esigter's husband, because she has no
nearer male relative. She has been married once ;

and has & fortune in her own right; but that does not

give her freedom of cholice.

Princesgses and women of very high birth were

1 Letter to Sir Vm Tegple April 17th 1658
< Middleton.
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sometimes given greater freedom in these matters

than their less fortunate sisters: - P ©
“

-Thanasta in The Lover's MalanoholhfLwhen hexr brother

is urging her to marry his friend Menaphon says,
"You're bitter:
And brother, by your leave, not kindly wise,
My freedom is my birth’s: I am not bound
To fanoy your spprovements, but my own®”
Waiting maide, especially those who served a lady of
high rank, looke ! to their mistresses to provide them
2
with husbands. Thamesta, when she is angry with
her maid, threatens to gpo.l her merriage’
"There's not & page, & groom, nay not a citizen,
That shall be cast away upon ye Kala.
I'11 keep thee in my service all thy life-time
Without hLope of & Lhusband or a suitor?
The mejority of glirle seem to have aocepted

the husbands,chosen for them, without making any

resistance: sometimes, like CGratianse in The Wise

} Woman of Hogadon% they obligingly tranaferred thelir
affections from one suitor to anokher without any
epparent difficulty. But this wes not alwaye so.
It sometimes happened that parents were £0 blind

t0 what constituted their daugliter's reel happiness,
that they forced her to abandon & sultor,whox sne
favoured ,and merry one whom she disliked.  There

were but few women, fewer in real life than in the

1 Ford
2 Lover's Melancholy
3 Heywood
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fdrams..who had suffioient daring and strength of will
?ta disobey thelir parents. Dorothy Osborne, who

| was by no means & weak woman, would not have dared

| 40 violate & parent's command. "Sure the whole

|
|
|

' world”) she exclaims, when writing to Temple, '"could
never persuade me (unless a parent sommanded it) to
marry one that I had no esteem for"l This absolute
submission to the oommand of & parent,in & matter of

such importanoejia somewhat difficult to understand

in these days of greater freedom. One of Dorothy's
letters givea us & vivid picture of the annoyances,
that she had to endure, because of her affection for
- Temple. Many a weaker woman would have succumbed;
and have married"the Emperorﬁgor some other distaste-
ful suitor. She describes a quarrel,that she had
with her brother Henry. "The Emperor and his proposals
began it:" she writes on June the nineteenth 18653,

| "I talked merrily on't, till I saw my brother put on
his gober feoce, and ocould hardly then believe he was
in earnest. It seemg he was, for when I had spoke
freely my meaning, it wrought so with him as o

fetch up &ll that lay upon his stomaoch. All the

| people that I had ever in my life refused were brought
? agaein upon the stege, like Richard the Third's ghosts,

| 1 Letter to Sir Wm Temple July 24th 1663

| 2 Dorothy's name for Sir Justinian Isham
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to reproach me withal: end all the kindness Lis
discoveries could make T had for you wee leid to my
cherge........Well: twes & pretty lecture, and I grew
warm with it after & while: in short we came so0 near

en absolute falling out, that 'twas time to give over,
end we said g0 much then that we have hardly spoken a
vord together since....... You will have nothing to
thenk me for after this: my whole life will not yield
such another occasion to let you see at what rate I
value your friendship, and I have been much better than
my word in doing what I promiged you, esince I have found
it a much herder thing not to yield to the power of a
near relation and a grecat kindness than I ocould then
imazine it"

Several 6f the plays of the period are concerned
with the outwitting of a stern parent and an unwelcome
suitor by two lover5;1 but there are quite az many ocases,
if not more, of the heroine torn from her lover and
married against her inclination to the man, whom her
friends faVQured.z Ford has given us & touching ploture
of the misery, resulting from a marriege of thie kind.
Penthea, married by her brother Ithocles to & man,whonm

she dislikes, while her former lover is still alive, is t!

1l Margeret and Allworth in Massinger's New Way to pay
Old Debts end Vicletta and Aimwell in Shirley's The

: Witty Fair One.

. 2 Castebells in Tourneur's Atheist's Tragedy.

|
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saddest of that group of sorrowful figures in The B:oken
Heart. The words,that she utters in her madness, reveal
the sufferings of her tender and gentle nature; and
reach the height of pathos.

Penthea.

"Since I was first & wife I might have been
Mother to many pretty prattling babes:
They would have smiled when I smiled,
and for certain
I should have cried when they oried: - truly brother
My father would have picked me out & husband
And then my little ones had begn no bastards:
But 'tis too late for me to m now,
I am past childbesring: 'tis nct my fault "

' Ococasionally we meet with & father, who was

l

| indulgent enough to allow his daughters to choose hucbands
l

|

|

for themselves; but this is unusual. Carter, & rich

yeoman in the Witon of Edmonton%saysof hie daughters
“They shall ohose for themselves by my consent” Evelyn

l
|
| was enxious that his deughter lary should marry; but
ﬁ
|

he wae willing to allow her & certuin esmount of freedom

in her ohoiee? beomuse che had given him ample proof of
her discretion.

[
!
J It must not be supposed that there were no love
|

 matohes in the seventeenth century.  Sometimes parents,
|
' seeing that their desughter rcturned uhe affectlion of one

of her suitors, allowed her to marry him, even if his

1 Middleton

2 Tiary March 10th 1835
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fortune were not £0 large.as they he@ wiched. Mrs
Hutchinson gives an idyllic pioture of her husband's

wooing%

He wag attraoted by the acoounts, that he heard
of her studious and reserved nature, until "he grew to
love to hear mention of her" When at last he met her,
and found that she fulfilled all his expectations, his
love could no longer be conocealed. "He daily frequented
her mother's house, and had the opportunity of conwersing
with her in those pleasant walks, whioh, at that sweet
gseason of the spring, invited all the neighbouring
inhabitants to seek their Jjoys: where though they were

never alome, yet they had every day opportunity for

. converse with each other, which the resi shared not in,
vhile everyone minded their own delights!

Another evil of the marriage system of this centupy
was the giving of portions. Many men impoverished them-
selves to give their caughter & good portion; and them
- married her to pome spendthrift rouﬁ}who was desirous of

mending his broken fortunes.

“Not & virgin,
| Left by her friends heir to a noble Iortune,
But she's in danger of & marriage.
To some puffed title”

;' seys Riekley in The Witty Falr One. &

l1 Life'of.Col Hutchinson

' 2 Shirley
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Pfforts were made during the Commonweslth to stop the
practice of abducling heiresses, and of inveigling
them into merriage:; but it still werton te some extent.
The case of Mary Plecknall hes already been mentioned:
she fell into good handas; but there were others, who
were not so fortunate.

The idee of equality of the sexes in marriage
veg absent from the seventeenth century mind. A
union,in which neither man nor woman took the head was
inconceivable: one of the partics must obey: naturaslly
it wags ocncluded that it must be the inferior being,
the wesker vessel, the woman. 8ir Thopes Overbury
geems to heve been an asuthority on the subJect of
marrisge. "A good wife'! he says,"fremes her nature
into his (her husband's) howsoever: the hyeocinth follows
noct the sun more willingly. Stubbornness and obstinacy
are herbs thet grow not in her gerden®
Moll Cut-Purse declares that che will not marry, because
"e wife vou know, ought to be obedient, but I fear
me I em too headstrong to obey: therefore I'll ne'er

go about it"e The Merquis of Halifax; when writing to

| hie daughter, admite that "obey is an ungenteel wordj

1 Charaoters

2 The Roaring Girl. Middleton and Dekker
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but adds "the supposition of y.ur being the weaker sex,
having without all doubt & good foundation, maketh it
reasonable to subjeot it to the masoculine dominion®
The faot of a wife having to obey her husband
did not necessarily mean an unhappy marriage: many men,
who really loved their wives treated them so well,
that they took & delight in obeying them. Such a
husband was Colonel Hutohinson: he treated his wife
a8 & friend: "he was not uxurious, nor remitted he
that just rule whioh it was her honour to obey, but
managed the reins of government with such prudence
and affection that she who would not delight in such
an honoursble and advantageable subjection must have
wented & reasonable soul"l No doubt their happy
merriage was due partly to Colonel Hutohinson's
gentleness and consideration; but it was also due to
the fact that Mrs Hutchinson was & true "meet-help” to
her husband: she was not merely his housekecper but
his wise and loving companion. This was the kind of
marriege, that Milton desired: he ocertainly would have
objected to & wife, who contended with him " in point
of hougse rule .......: not for any parity of wisdom,
for that were something reasomable, but out of a
female pride::2 but his idea of marriage wes not that

1l Life of Col Hutchinson
2 Doctrine and Disoipline of Divorce.
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|
' base type of union that many men of his age made it, but
& union,in which man and wife could take pleasure in

each other 's company and conversation. He deolares
in the Tetrachordon that the prime ends of narriage
are "mutual solace and help" The majority of men at
that time nad baser ideas of marriage: they did not
treat their wives a8 companions and partners, but as
superior servants. The following dialogue iz taken
from The Revenger's Tragedy:l Vendice is telking about
his father to his mother:

|m “Did he 'lack® You know all -
You were his midnight seoretary.”

Gratiang "lNo.

He was t00 wise to trust me with his thoughts
Yendice "I'faith, then father, thou wast wise indeed!

Middleton. sums up the evils of the marriage

system thet prevailed in his day,when he makes Isabella®

exclaim:
_ "0 the heart-breakings ‘
Of misersble maids, where love's enforced.
The best condition is but bad enough.
When women have their ocholces, commonly
'They do but buy their thraldoms, and bring great portims
To.men to keep 'em in subjection:
As .f a fearful prisoner should bribe
' The keeper to be good to him, yet lies in still
 And glad of a good usage, & good look sometimes:
' B'y'r lady, no misery surmounts & woman's.
' Men buy their slaves, but women buy pheir masters
Yet honesty and love makes all this happy,
| And, next to angels, the most blest estate.

1 Tourneur

' 2 Women beware Women.

|
|
|
i
|
|
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f - Before leaving this subject,a word must be said
' about those women, who did not marry. Thyy failed to
?do 80 probably through one of two reasons: either they
' were entirely unemiable,or their friends could not

' provide them with portions large enough to attract any
gsuitors. Few girls remeined unmarrieq; because they

preferred & single life. Their friend;-oonaidered it
necegsary that they should marry, even if they had

fortunes large enough to make them entirely indebendent.

iurs Alia Thornton had no desire for  marriege; and her
?fortune was large enough to keep her; but she was

' induced to accept Mr Thornton,"contrary" she says "to
?my own inclination to m&rriage”l Evelynzaaya. gpeak-
Eing of his daughter Mary, "She showed great 1ndifferenoeh
to marrying at all, for truly, says she to her mother
(the other day), were I assured of your life and my

dear father's, never would I part from you: I love

you and this home, where we serve God, above all things

|

%nor ever shall I be so0 happy:. ..... and but for
%daoenoy more then inclinetion, and that you judge it
éexpedient for me I would not chenge my condition, but
%rather add the fortune you design me to my sisters, and

|keep up the reputation of the family’

.1' Autobiography.
2 Diary March 10th 1685
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The life of an unmarried woman was pleasant.or
the reverse,largely according to her own disposition.
and the temper of her friends. S8he either stayed in
the house of her father as e general help, or was
drafted ag & servant, or waiting maid,into the house
of some relation. Sometimes ghe was unhappy and dis-
contented, and consequently was treated somewhat
harshly by her friends: at other times by her helpful-
ness she made herself beloved of the whole household.

Peulina Pepys went to live with her brother and
his wife as & servant: szhe was not allowed to sit at
table with them: and when their maid Jane lef't she was
responsible for all the work of the household. At
last Pepys discovered that she had grown "proud and
idle"; and sent her home to her mother.l He thought
it hie duty to provide for her, beoause eshe was his
sigter, not because he viewed her with any affection.
After much difficulty, she was married to a Mr Jackson,
whom Pepys calls " a plain young man, handsome enough
for Pall, one of no education nor discourse but of few
words, and one altogether that 1 think will please me
well enough®” It does not seem to have been neoessary

to ask "Pall" if she liked the "plain young man”.

1 Diary Nov 12th 1660. Aug 31lst 1661 ;
" Jan 2nd 1661 July 28rd 1661

2 Diary. Feb Tth 1668
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We cannot but feel sorry for her, even i she were

eg ill-temperéd &3 her brother declares her to have
been] and we are glad toc meet her sgain as the bloom-
ing and heppy Mrs Jackson.

Betty Verney, the_youngest daughter of Sir
Bdmund's family, led an unhappy life after her fathers
death. She lived first with one relation, thean with
snother, until at last, in desperation, she married at
the age of twenty nine a poor parson named Adays.

The lives of bhoth Paulina Pepys and Betty
Verney were embhittered and their tempers soured, bheca
because they were unfortunate enough to be dependent
upon their relations: they themselves, however were
not entirely blemelcss. An unuarried woman could be
happyseven when she was placed in the awvkward position
of both servant and sister. Doll Leeke lived with
the Verneys unmarried, until the day of her death:
by the esweetness of her temper and the helpfulness of
her nature she became the favourite of the whole
femily; &nd never seems L0 have regretted her single

stete.
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- (d) Fvery-day Life in the seventeenth century.

The exemple of loose living,set by Cherles 11
end his Court, wﬁs followed by many women in high
ranlz; snd affected even the citizen cless. There i8
a marked contrest between the manners end ocustoms,

which preveiled during the early Stuart period and
| the Commonwealth =nd those, which were in vogue after
the Restoration.

The ordinary lower end middle clees women ,during
the earlier helf of the century,nad but little time
- for amusenent. As & child, her time wes gpent in
leerning those domestic accomplishments, which were
' 80 necessary; end she had no sooner left off wearing
"hanging sleeves" snd playing with "babies"” than she
wag married; end her deys were filled with household
duties and femily cares. Doubtless, she was not too
busy to gossip with her neighbours in their homes
end et street corners,snd to attend christenings eand
weddings, the sole form of amusement left to her, sfter
- the closing of the theatres, when she coiuld no longer

struggle for 2 place in the pit. Puriten women were
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- allowed to be present et these functions; and they

' seem to heve enjoyed to the full whet wes probably

| : 1
. the sole relaxation sllowed then. Cowley describes

"a holy sister” as,

"She that et chrictenings thirstath for more sack,
And dreaws the brosdest handkerchief for cake”

There 1s en interesting christening scene in A

| Chaste Meid in Cheapside. The gossips ere eszembled

at Allwite house, wsiting to go to Church.

"Give you joy of your fine girl, sir.
Grant that her education mey be pure
And become one oi the faithful’

- says one of the Purlten women. They leave lhe house

to sttend the ceremony; snd immediately & polite
eltercation takes place 28 to who shall teke the

precedence; each women is enxious to give wey to her

neighbour; end much time and bresth is wasted

Ithrough their politeness. This is an emusing touch

of reelism: Middleton must heve witnessed such &
little comedy: it reminds us irrestibly of itwo
present dey women politely querrelling ebout who shall

yey the cer fere. When the christening is over the

. goseips repair to Allwits house to congrstulate the

mother; end to parteke of wine and comfits. Again

1 Charecter of & Holy Sister.
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the Puritsn Women il the butt of the dremstist; she
is made to exclaim:

"Bring hither thet same cup, nurse; I would fein
Drive away this - hup - antichristian grief’

' This scene iz ene ©F the best pictures in the ocon-
temporery drema of the lower c¢lags woman at ner re-
:oreations. Pepys speeks several tinmes of his wife
- attending ohristeningaﬁ he aleo describes some Weddingg,
&t which he was present; the ceremonies on those oocasiont
were not such,as8 would appesal to modern taste.

Much of the Puriten' woman's life weas ocoupied
| by devotionsl exercises: some women of thet sect gave
| their whole time to the service of religion; end beceme
preachers. Their very esrnestness made them the eport
of the less serious-minded members of the community.
There is elweys something amueing to those, who'  take
life celmly end evenly, in the enthusiasm =nd devqtion
of those,who are possessed with one esingle idea, which
governe thelr whole being. The Puritens reguleted their
lives by & sincere, if ungraceful form of religion; the
ecoentricities of dress snd menner, waich their belief
led them to sdopt, were ersily donned by hypocrites; 3
| snd setirised by their opponents. Cowley's picture

1 Diary Sept 3rd 16€1

| 2 Disry July 31lst 1665
3 The Charscter of s Holy Sister.
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of & Puritan woman is interesting:

"She that oan 81t three sermons in a day,

And o those three scarce hear three words away;
Sane thet ocan rob her husband to repeir,

A budget priest, thet noses a lonz prever.

She that with lemp-black purifies her shoes,

And with helf eyes end Bible softly goes.

She that her pocket %agk lay gospel sturirs;

And edifies her looks with little ruffs.

She thet sings psalme devoutly next the street,

And beats her maid 1i' th' kitchen where none see't;
She that will sit in shop for five hours space,

And register the sins of a2ll thet pess,

Damn et first sight and proudly dares to say,

Thet none cen possibly be sev'd but they

Thet hang religion in the nsked ear

And judge men's heerts according to their hair"

There must heve been some truth: in this des-
cription, or otherwise as satire it would heve been
worthless; but this is the worse side of the picture.

If Puritanism wae =2 closk for hypocrisy, it elso helped
to produce many noble wives and mothers, many women,
who gained the respect and edmiretion of men et & time,
when women wes in denger of being considered 2 mere
toy, the plaything of passion.

Women of the bour%gnis clegss seem to heve enjoyed
the seme social freedom és men. They were ellowed
to walk in the streets unaccompenied; end to sit in their

husbend's or father's shop, telking to the gellents.
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| But the lives of those, who hed any pretensions to

- gentility, were more restricted; it was neceszary for

a man-gervant, or at least a meid to precede then,

. when they went shopping. The citizens' wives went to

visit the Wise Women of Hogsdon without escorts; but
Bratiena the daughter of Sir Herry, wes preceded by
Teber, & man—servant.l

The memoire of thie period furnish ue with

gseversl interesting esccounts of the everyday life of a

- young gentlewoman.

Iady Ann Fanshew hed & teste for boyish sports.

ATter describing how she worked et lessons in needle-

. work, French,and nusic, she says,"Notwithstanding I

leerned ea well 23 nost did, yvet was I wild to that

degree, that the hours of ny beloved recreetion took
up 00 much of ny time; Tor I loved riding in the first
place, 2nd running end ell sotive pastimes; and iq&ine

I was thet,which we graveﬂpeople call a hoyting girl'

The Duchess of Newecastle describes the town end
country iilfe of her sisters with great simplicity end
cherm. "Ag for the pastims of my sisters,when they

were in the country, it weas to read, work, welk, and

. discourse with each other.

1 Wise Women of Hogsdon By Heywood.
2 Memoirs of Lady Ann Fanshewe
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Their ocustoms were in the winter time to
go sometimes to plays, or to ride in their coaches
about the streets to Bee the concourse snd recourse
of people; end in spring time to visit the Spring
Gerden, Hyde Park, and the like places; and sometimes
they would heve music snd sup in the berges upon the
water"l

But the most cherming picture is that given
ug by Dorothy Osborne, when she describes her life
at Chicksands Priory in Bedfordshire. "I rise -
in the morning reasonably early', she writes to Temple,
"end before I m reedy I go round the house until I
em weery of that, and then into the garden till it
grows too Bot for me. About ten o'clock I think of
meking me ready, end when thet's done I go into my
fether's chamber, from thence to dinner, where my

' cousin Molle end I sit in greest state in a room end

:at e table, that would hold & greet many more. After
| dinner we sit end telk t1ll Mr B. oomes in question
Eand then I am gone. The heat of the day 1s spent
in resding or working, end about six orseven o'clock
I welk out into a common.,thet lies herd by the house,

where 2 greet meny young wenches keen sheep end cows,

|1 A true relstion of my birth, breeding and Life, Dy
1 Mergaret Cavendish, Duchegs of Newcastle.

2 One of Dorothy's suitors
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end git in the shade singing of bellads"l

The wives of gentlemen were chiefly occupied with
the menagement of their households end the treining of
their children . The ladies of the Verney femily
were generslly busy with some great work, such a&s the
meking of bed quilts, tne re-arrsnging of hangings,or
the preserving of fruit. Ledy CGerdener's husbend
apologisaﬂfor her to Ralph Verney, because sghe hes not
written to him, snd begs that he will exocuse her, for
she is "elmost melted with the double hest of the
weather and her hotter employment, beceause the fruit is
suddenly ripe end she is so busy preserving'

The Merguig of Halifex, after advising his
deughter about her msrriage, tells her what amusements
ghe may safely enjoy: "To pley =ometimes, to entertain
company, or to divert yourself, is not to be disallowed,
but to do it so often &8 to be celled a gemester, is

to be evoided, next to thinge thet are most criminel”®

Heywood's Nan® esite down with her husband and

his friends to play carde,eiter their early supper et
isix. These and gimilar diversions were the emusements
of the ledies in the summer, when they were in their
country homes; if they wintered in town they passed their
Letter to Sir illism Temple May 8th 1653

1
2 Ledy's New Yeer's Gift or Advice to 2 deughter.
% A Women killed by kindnees.



e ——

60

time in superintencding the edusation o' their children,
end in going occasicnally to = play or & Court functia

It was oustomaxry during this century Tor mothers
ezpecierlly gentlewomen, 4o 2ilow Sous o their ochild-
ren to be brought up by r-sletions or friends; many
e ¢hild wae slmoat £ strenger to hicown perents.
Relph Verney's little son" Mun” spent hie eerly yesrs
with his grendmother: Fvelyn wee alsol brought up
by indulgent gr-ndpsrents. Thies custom heceme more
Tfrequent owing Lo the ﬂi#il Wer =nd ite conseguences.
Wives could seldom be with both husbeand end children
et the same time; and meny of them thought thet their
husband hed the higher cleim,. Ledy Ann Fanshewe
wes continuelly with her husbend during the Civil War;
end consequently her children were often left in the
care of friends. Mery Verney, when soliciting
Perliement on behalf of her exiled husband, sent her
infent son end his nurese to the family seat at Claydon;
her other children were in Peris. In meny ceses there
wag but little home life €idther for perente or children.

The Regtormtion feiled in meny ceses to bring
ebout = heppier state of effelirs. Although the

country wes at pesce, meny women in high renk kney

! Diery 1627 - 1671
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little and cered less ebout their households and their
families. Domesticity was scorned as old-fashioned
end vulgar. There weas & numbqr of women, who

still remained true to their duties as wives and
mothers, who had higher ideals and aspiretions then

the desire of shining at Court end of being & leader of
gociety; but the love of gaiety and excitement caused

meny to lead lives of dissipation and excess. Women

| of high rank were no longer bound by the restriotions,

which had held them during the earlier years of the

. century. They went to plsces of amusement,or walked

' in the Spring Gardens and Hyde Psrk alone,or attended

only by gellante; they were present at indecent plays;
they gambled; they drani in taverns; in short they lived
lives that were both selfish and worthless. It is
small wonder that men like Evelyn, were disgusted; and
complained about the wickedness of the times.

A letter to Ralph Verney from his sister Cery
desoribes the life of & young lady of Tasihion. Cary's
husbend is in Lbndon; and she compleins beceuse he has
left in her oare his daughter Ursule Stewkley. "I
wish he had steyed st home’ she wites on Mey the Tourth
16874,"but your gex will follow your 1nolination{ which
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|. is not for women's conveniences. I should he more
contented if his desughter Ursule were not here, who,
efter eight months pleessure ,ceme home unsstisfied de-
:I claring PreshaWw wes never so irksome to her;snd now
heth been at 2ll the Salisbury races, dsncing like
Iwild with Mr Clark.,whom J=ck can glive you a cheracter
of;end ceme home of a Saturday night just before our
QWinton reces et neer twelve o'clock, when ny fanily
}waa ebed, with Mr Cherles Turner & man I know not,
iJudgo Turner's son, vho was tried for his iife lest
iNovember for killing a2 man, one of the number thet
' styles themselves Tyburn Club end Mr Clark's brother,
iwho gat up two nights till nesr three o'cloock;end said
;she hed never been in bed since fhe went 2wey,till four
in the morning;end denced some nights till seven in the

merning. Then she borrowed 2 coach 2ni went to our

reces; and would have got dences 1if she could; then

1
‘brought home this crew with her egain;end set up the seme

’t.:lme. And since these were gone I reflecting on

'ithese sctions and she declaring she could not be plenced
'without dencing twelve hours in the twenty four end
ftaking it 111, I denied in my hushand's sbsence to heve

|
'seven renting fellows come to Preshew and bring music,

e ——————— S ——————
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wag very angry;snd hed ordered where they should il
lie; she cderlgned me 10 lie with Peg Qyand I scorning
ena contradicting her we hed a greet qusrrel" Ten
yeers loter Cexy wes a widow,living e gey 1ife in London,
end sending peevizh letters to Relph,when he remonstrested
- with her sbout her pession for gambling at ocerdse.

The middle cless women was also affeoted by the
freer and gayer manners mede feshionable by the Court.,
Instead of minding her husband's shop end contenting
hersell with sttending an occasional wedding or
christening, ehe begen to ape the fine lady. Pepys

' was angry with his wife, when she begen to powder her
:hair% end mede fun of Mrs Lowther who hed her train
held up by a pageg,and who hed "e bracelet of diemonds
end rubiee a2bout her wrist end e sixpenny necklace ebout
her neck, end not one good reg of clothes upon her back!®

The following convarsatign between Mrs Amlet,

e beeuty specialist,snd her friend Mrs Cloggits illustrates
the chenge, which hed tsken place in the lives of

" oltizens' wives. Mres Amlet hes been compleining about

' her ledy customers who owe ner money:

Mrs Cloggits. "But now you telk of consclence, Mrs Amlet

1l Diexry Mey 11lth 16867
2 Diary June 28th 1687
'3 Disry Sept 11th 16867

' 4 The Confederacy by Sir John Venbrugh
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how do you speed amongst your city ocustomers?
Xre Amlet "My city customers! Now by my truth, neighbour,
between city end court (with reverence be it spoken)
there's not & ——— to choose. My ledies in the dity in
' times pest, were a2s8 full of gold es they were of re-
ligion, and ae punctuel in their pesyments es they were
;1n their preyers; but since they heve set their minds
‘upen quality, adieu one, sdieu t'other, their money
end their consciences are gone heav'n knows where.
lThﬁre ig not 2 goldsmith's wife to be found in town,
.but she's as herd-hearted o8 an ancient judge, ond es
'poor as & towering duchess."
‘Mrs Cloggits. "But what the murrein heve they to do
jwith quality, why don't their husbends meke' em mind
‘their shops?"
|!;s Amlet "Their husbends! their husbends say'st thou
;woman? Aleck, sleack, they mind their husbands, neigh-

' bour, no more then they do a sermon”



SECTION 111

The seventeenth century woman

The aim of the previous section wes to show whet
itreatment women received in the seventeenth century, whet
' meens were afforded her of developing her intelleot, and

éwhat influences moulded her cheracter. It is our purpose
Ein the present section to give a slight sketch of the
!different types of women, produced by such treatment.

| At has been shown thet the seventeenth century ed-
;mitted no doubt s2bout the question, which troubled this
?oountry some yeers ego,and which troubles some minds still,
iof whether women should be educeted according to man's
istandard. or whether she should receive a treining supposed
Et.o be especielly suited to her weasker intelleot. The
'educeation and occupations of the seventeenth eentury women
;ware not generally such,ss would stimulete thought; few
;women were concerned with deeper problems then the en-
!gaging of servents end the reering of children. This is
%not spoken in scorn. It requires e far deeper lknowledge
fof life (end surely the end of a2ll education is not to

|

amass worthless stores of book learning, but to widen our

§v1ew of life) to engege & good servent end to trein a
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young child rightly then to wresthkwitnh a mathenatical
problem. An soqueintence with the deeper branches of
learning i8 in itself worthlese; but so fer es it gives
us pleesure end thus stimuletes thought end wideng our
sphere of activity end usefulness, it is invelusble.
' The feult of the educetion of the seventeenth century
woman ley in the fact, that it limited her thoughts and
' her feelings to the smell circle of her own femily.
| Msny women, educeted eccording to the system. which
' preveiled during the eerlier helf of the century, mede
Iexoellent wives end mothers; and the highest preise is

|

' due to them. The stete of civilisation 2t thet time
|

|

| cultiveted snd their ideas broader =2nd wider, in the

could produce no nobler women; hecd their minde been more

nejority of ceses they would heve been no true nor fitting

compe .ions for the men, whom they merried.

|

!and'vulgar. considering her in the light of modern taste;

|
|
|
‘ The ordinery citizen woman was no doubt ignorant

!but on the whole she was & sengible, cepable person, very

flittle given to whims and fanciee, speeking pleinly her

!meaning and living en active end useful 1life on a low

gplane. Her husbend regerded her asg his inferior; snd

fthoughm that the duties of meneging e household end e
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femily were mere trifles compered with the strenuous
work, in which he was deily engeged; but probably he did
not fail to ask end accept her advice concerning his
bueginess; end if, sccording to the custom of the time,
he indulged in some cheap sneers at women's generel
weeknegs end worthlessness, he was often forced to admit
that his wife wes no foecl. The tredes, in which meny
women oI this clsss engaged, made them skilful with their
hends, developed to some degree thelr taste snd fenocy,
and eherpened their wits.

The educetion end occupetions of gentlewomen made
them more reiined then the wives of citizens; end,if they
_had notthet shrewdness, that comes of contact with the
world, they hed in meny cesges noble and breve spirits,
cepable of bettling with en emergency.

The thoughts of unmerried women turned much upon
possible sinitors, or upon the merits snd demerits of
those, who had elreesdy declered themeelves: there were
but few, who hed enjoyed the sesme advanteges es Mrs
Hutchingon end Msry Fvelyn; end who could therefore ellow
their : thoughts to renge from the deys of anclent Greece
to the ccnditions of contemporery life. The majority
of meidens seem to have been rather shellow, but lively

end effectionste girls. The desughter of Lady Sussex wes
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Fin the habit.of corresponding with Relph Verney end his
:wife. She writes sbout her different suitors, giving them
' appropriste nicknemes, such e£8 "Buttered Fggs", she says
ath&t she epende most of her time in exercising her fingers
on the guiter; end once in a moment of confidence she
discloses o secret recipe for meking = peste to keep the
]handa white. It must be remembered thet the majority of
fthese young women were very young; et the present dey they
' would be considered mere children, or at the most school
!girls; end, elthough they were older in many respects then
modern girle of the same ege, :‘yet their minds hed hed but
little time to developr; end the depthe of their charecters
| were still hidden. |
One resson why Dorothy Osborne seems so infinitely

superior to meny of the girle of her time, is beceuse,

waen she wrote those cherming letters by which we know
her, she wes older by & number of yeers than the mejority
| of her unmerried contenporsries. She Ii~d suffered many
 anxieties, which hed developed the nobility of her nature
end given depth to her character. This much must be seid
in justice to those young ladies, whose chief concern wes

the bleaching of their hends; but,in feirness to Doréthy,
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it must be added thet she possessed qualities which were
peculiarly her own, end which neither time nor -dversity
could bostow upon her, Dorothy Osborne stends for ell thet
is best in the cavaller meidenhood of her day. We do

not wonder at Temple's devotion. She was full of the nbst
charmingly tessing waysz thet ever distrected a fond lover,
vet she wes not merely a playrul school girl, but a wise
and tender wowusn, endoweé‘with.gaod counsel and pure
thoughtse. She hed known trouble in the pest; end wes
prepared to meet the futire =nd ite posesible sorrow with
celmness and fortitude. Inspite of the unpleasentness,
thet ehe had to endure ffom her brother ebout her rejected
sultors, she ocontrived to afford herself end Temple

mach smusement from them. She spesks of them with a
gentle sarcesm: On her return from & holidey, probably

at Fpsom, she writes thus:-  "There I spent the latter

end 0of the summer and et my cominz home found that a
gentlenen (who hes some egtate in' this country) hed been
tresting with =my brother, and it yet goes on fzir end
sof'tly. 1 do not ixnow him g0 well s2 to give you much
of his cherscter: 'tis s modest, melencholy reserved men,
whose heed is so teken up with little philosophical studies

thet I s2émire how I found a plece there"l Sometimes
Temple grew despondent,end inolined to tiink thet tlhe

1 Letter to Sir Wm Temple Jen 9th 1653
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difficulties in the way of their marrisge would never be
:romaved; Dorothy could not offer him bright hopes for the
;future; but she couvld teach him to bear whatever trisls it
:might bring with resolution and courage. "I agree with
iyou too thet I do not sce =ny greet likelihood of the
thange of our fortunes, and that we have much more to wish
}than to hope for; but 'tis so common a celamity that I dare
fnot murnuxr at it; better people have endured it, end I
can give no reeson why eslmost all are denied the satis-
 faction of disposing themselves tc their own desires, but
‘thet it is a happiness too great for this world, end might
:endanger one's forgetting the next; whereas if we are
!crossed in that which only can mske the world pleasing to
us, we are gquickly tired with the length of our journey
snd the disquiet of our inns, and long to be at home"l

) Meny of the Cavalier maidens made devoted wives;
‘thny made their husbends and the matters whioh concerned
them their world; their lives were spent in never oceesing
jdevotion to them and their interests. The delight of
Ledy Ann Fanshawe knew no bounde when her husband gave
‘her proof of his trust snd sfiection! "And, now I
thought myself & Queen, end my husband so glorious a crown,
| that I more velued myeself to be celled by his neme than

1 Letter to Sir Wm Temple April 17th 1683.
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born e princess; Ifor I lmew hin very wise and very good,
end his soul doted on me"! During the Civil Wer meny
ladies showed much courage in defending their homes
egainst the eneny: Lady Blenche Arundel defended
Werdour Cestle with the smell gerrison of twenty-five
men ,egainst the Parliementery forces for six deys; end
the Countess of Derby endured & seige in TLathom House,
until relieved by her husbend and Prince Rupert. Their
courege did not die with the first flush of enthusieem;
e number of them, when the wer was over, further showed
' their devotion by becoming petitioners to Parliement on
:behalf of their husbends end their estetes. The Duchess
of Newcestle cenfures women who, zrmed with petitions,
heunted Committees and weyleid members of Parlienment,
"running sbout with their severasl causese, conplaining

of their severesl grievences, excleiming egeinst their
several enemies;'z hod she lnown how painful this
' necessary work wes to meny of them ,8he might have been
‘& little more sympethetic. The letters of Mary Verney,
soliciting Perlisment on beialf of her exiled husband,
show how distasteful the tesk wes to her.
| Although these women, 2nd others like them, did
much to gein the respect and devotion of their huebaqgs,

v
they often feiled to gresp the significence of importent

1 Memoire of Ledy Ann Fanshewe

' 2 Life of Duchess of Newcestle
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- |metters; end not seldom displeyed those weslnesses, .

which have been considered peculierly feminine since the

d&?_w +unan vn(
1
‘ Relph Verney was one of the busiest of men;

{thg care of his fether's fanily devolved upon him; he was
!oppressed by anxiety ebout his vagsbond brother Tom, and
iconsumed with the cere of finding husbends for his five
!sisters. Ledy Sussex, en intimete friend of the fenily,
}must have been well awere of this; and yet she wes alweys
Iasking hie edvice and help about most triviel matters.
;“If you would pleese to employ somebody” she writes, " to
}ohoose me out & lece, that hath but very little silver
:in it; snd not sbove & spengle or two in the peak I think
Ewould do well; I would not heve it & heevy lace, eboutb

'the breadth of e threepenny ribbon, very little brosder

will be enough;"” the letter continues in the sesme strein.

| "Tet her ag she ig sbove other women, show herselfl,
Ein‘this occasion, & good Christien, snd above the pitoch
!of oriinary women." Such was Colonel Hutchinson's

lagt mess-ge to his wife. She obeyed hig commend; and,
insteed of spending her time in idle lementetions, she
iapplied herseli to writing the life of her husbend for

the benefit of her children. The immense superiority

of this work over other seventeenth century memoirs of o
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|sim11ar kind fllustrates how far Mrs Hutchinson was

?
in edvence of the ordinary woman of her olass. The

funusual.eduoational advantages, that she had enjoyed as

ja child, contrary to the wise saws of Sir Thomss Overbury,
{hﬂd developed her intellect end widened her interests.
jShe alone emongst the women writers of her time shows

;an intelligent ineight into State affairs. Although

;shn wed en ardent supporter of the Commonwealth, she

‘wes no blind partisen;end the faults of many of the
isupporters of Psrliement did not escspe her. Her
'superior ebilities did not make her less devoted es &
_wife,ggllesa charaing 8 2 woman. She had a truly
imenly spirit; end could be relied upon to ect with
proaptitude in an emergency; she was not therefore

' cold end unsymperthetio as the followlng pessage shows: - i«

e

< "After our wounded men were dressed, es she
fstood £t her chember door, seeing three of the prisoners
;sorely cuﬁ and cerried down bleeding into the Lion's
iDen, gne degired the ¥ershell to bring them into her,
5end bound up end dressed their wounds slso, which while
:she weg doing, Ceptein Pelmer ceme in snd told her ' his
{sonl sbhorred to see this fevour to the enemies of CGod;
|

' ghe replied she had done nothiug but whet ehe thought
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wag her duty, in humenity to them, as fellow orestures,
not as enemfes”,

Mrs Hutchineon was a Puritan; end thet fact alone
gpeaks well for Puitanism, We ere apt sometimes to
view the teachings of the "sanotified fraternity" through
the disceolouring medium of dreme and setire; but although
Puriteniem sheltered hypocrites, it also inspired many
noble women with high ideals of virtue. The seventeenth
century was e religious age; and wmost women, Puritan and
Cavalier alike, during the eerlier half of the century,
seem to hawe felt that piety was the one thing needful.

It 18 with feelings of regret that we turn to the
period after the Yestoration. The eduocation of girls
of both upper and middle clesses,speaking generelly,
served to make them frivolous and vain. They had no
domestic ideeals; their chief concern was to make them-
selves attractive to the other sex; they were witty and

lively, free in their speech and manners, governed by
| passion or celculating vice, and almo®t entirely selfish.
' It is smell wonder that even the "virtuous" heroines
' in the drama of the period asre disgustiing.

The marriage system of the seventeentl century wes

. by no means ideal; and although we hear of meany happy

merrisges, there were also many unhappy ones, for which,
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jin e number of ocases, neither gﬁi husband nor ﬁife was
20 much to blesme a8 the system which deoreed their union.
jThe chief misery,resulting from merrieges of this kind,
'generelly fell upon the wife. The husband hed other
;1nteresta in 1life, his business, his estete, the affeirs
.Of the nation,to divert him; but merrisge was the women's
' sole interest; it wes her life; consequently when it was
& fellure, she either beceme peevish and ill-tempered, or
senk unto 2 stupor of indifference.

The secrificing of girls to old or dissolute husbexids,
whom they disliked,either produced thet patient Griselde
type of women, who hesg been 8o much sdmired (whether
rightly or wrongly is e matter of opinion), or caused wives,
iwhose ideels of virtue were anot so high, to become unfaith-

}ful,and thue to bring down misery snd shame upon themselvesg,

‘and their families.
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SECTION 1V.

The Influence of Woman on Seventeenth Century
Literature.

It is our intention in this section to consider
the influence of woman on the chief works of the best
seventeenth century writers; and also to take some

notice of the pemphlet litersture of the day.

Woman has always been e source of inspiration for
Igood or evil to man; her influence on life sand art hes
been greeat. The mejority of literery men, especielly
the drrmetists, of eny period heve turned to the women of
their own time for inspiretion: some good woman, slightly
{dealised perheps, hee set for the portraits of thelr
heroines; and their Delilshs heve had their living
counterpert. It hes been shown ,that the seventeenth
century women waee inmeny ceses slighted and scorned:

this trestment had ite influence on her cherscter,end
consequently on her representation in literature. But

1f this century connot give us & Viola or a Desdemons,

it hes given us a Caniola, & CPLantha, en Fve and &

Mercy.



(2) Drema,

There are but few really greet women in the plsys
of this period: the drematists hed e felse idea of
morality end virtue; end their heroines are brittle and
peinted; the atmosphere of the court clings to them.
There are exceptions; but these zre not women, but
personifications of chestity; they ere chiselled in
stone; and , instead of ewakening our sympethy,they leasve
usg cold.

The post-Shekeepesrien dreme, brilliant rs it is,
is somewhet diseppointing: sfter the men and women that
Shekespeere brought on the stasge,the "humours" of Jonson

end the puppets of Besunont and Fletcher are unconvinoing.
The femesle charescters are not generally a8 well reslised
&8 the mele; few of the dremetiets seem to heve known
much ebout women, or if they had the knowledge, they

could not reproduce it faithfully.

| In treeting the work of each dramatist seperestely,
‘we ere foced with e difficulty: the eerly seventeenth
roentury wee an age of colleboretion; end it is often
limpossible to assign pleys or perts of plays to the right
Iauthor. We shell follow the genernlly accepted view

}about doubtful pleys; and in the case of a play, whioch 1is
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;evidontly the work of several suthors, we shell consider
;it a8 the work of the one, who seems to have written
ithe grestest pert of it.
With one exception Beaumont end Fletcher heve

:failed to creete women, who live in our memory. Their
Iheroinoa ere either simple, even #illy, or sprightly
fend shellow; thelr bed women could scercely be more
:disguating.

| The exception is the citizen's wife in The Knight
:of the Burning Pestle. Here we heve 2 delightTul picture
;of the early seventeenth century citizen women. She hes
iall the confidence in herself »nd her husbend thet befits
ithe wife of 2 prosperous grocer; she is not shy in the
Epresence of the gellents on the stage; and telks to

': them freely: “"File, this stinking tobescoo kills me!

' would there were none in Fnglend! Now I prey, gentlemen,
'whet good does this stinking tobecco do you? Nothing, I
.warraﬁt you: meke chimneys o' your feces!"” She remembers
11h.~9r manners however: "By your leeve, gentlemen ell, I'm
'something troublesom~: I'm a strenger here: .......sece0

' I prey vou, bear with me;" and egein st the close of the

fplav. when her husbend wents to hurry her away: "Ney,

by my faith, George, I have more manners then so: I'll

iqyggg_gg_thegg gentlemen first"”
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She 18 evidrntly quicker witted then her husbend:
he wents the play improving; but it is she, who suggests
‘how 1t shell be done. Nevertheless her ignorsnce end
Jaiznplic:l.ty are great. Her interest in the pley end her
excitement grow to such £n extent, thet like o child on
ite first vieit to the theatre, sne believes everything
to be resl, end she 1is es concerned sbout the feigned

'edventures of the sctors, as she would be e2bout the

|effairs of her neighbours. Although her huebend occesion-
elly hag the seme feeling, =t othér times he rerlises that
it ie 2l1l "neke belisve”,

Wife "Come hither, Mester IHumphrey, hee he hurt you?

Now, beshrew hie fingers for't. HHere, sweetheert, here's

gsone green ginger for thee. Now, besihrew my heert, but

'a hee peppernel in's'head, es big as & pullet's egg!

Ales! sweet lemb, how thy temples beat! Telke the pesce on

him, sweetheert, teke the peece on him"

Citizen "No, no; you telk like & foolish woman: I'll ha'

Relph fight with aim, end swinge him up well fevouredly”
She ies willing to help sny of the charscters out

of their difficulties; even Jesper, whom she dislikes,

beceuse "he chope logic with his mother”, shé is unwilling

shall be worse thought of then hie conduot warresnts.

__i?_l_i_;_g_. No.' indeed, Mistress ‘Jer_rythought ; though he__l?_g ':
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him eway, even in this plece; 'twas, i'feith, within this
helf-hour, ebout his deughter; my husbend was by"
Citizen "Heng him rogue! he served him well enough; love
his master's deughter! By my troth, cony, if there were a
thousend boys, thou won;dst spoil them 211 with teking
their perte; let his mother alone with him”
Wife "Ay, George; but yet truth is truth".
When Micheel complsins of the chilbleins her synpathy 1is
at once ready: "Falth, and those chilbleine ere = foul
trouble”, she exclaims] e#nd proceeds to give en infsllible
remedy for then. Her pride in Relpl could herdly heve
been greater, had he been her own son snd she is convinced
thet he will do noteble things; but, when he ig lnoocked
down by Jagper her women's feer obteiis the mestery end
insterd of bidding hin get up 2nd fight,6 she ories)Run,
Relph, run Ralph, run for thy life, boy; Jesper comes,
Jesprr comes!"” She showe thet combinetion of superstition
end shrewdnesg common to women of her cless.
Merrvth "Never trust 2 teilor that does not sing at
his work; his mind is of nothing but filching."
Wife "Merk this, George; 'tis worth noting; Godirey ay
teilor, you khow, never sings, eand he hed fourteen yerds

to meke this gown: and I'll be sworn, Mistress Penistone
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' the dreper's wife hed one made with twelve"” EBhe evidently N’"
has o great effection for her husbend, but when she gees

the unquencheble cheerfulness of Merrythought, she, woman-
like, begins to think thet George shows & little room for

W/EL__WED tumon
"Look, CGeorge; how say'st thou by this, George? is't not

e fine old men? Now God's blessing o' thy eweet lips !
When will tliou be so merry George? feith, thou esrt the
frowningest,little, thing when thou ert engry, in e

W

country.

It 18 & pity, thet the women in the other pleys of

Beaumont end Fletcher ere not es well dreawn es the citizen's
wife. Panthe& end Arebhuge- ere greceful figures; but

they have no life nor individuslity. mxphre.gia is eilly.
She dresses in men's clothes;end sssumes the neme of

Bellerio through love for Philaster, to whom she ettaches
hergelf as & page. He sends her to weit upon the lady

wﬁom he loves, Arethuse, who igs pleesed with her prettiness,
end mekes much of her. ©Scendel is ever busy in couris;

end Arethusa is accused of en unholy love for Bellerio.

' Fhilester believes the report, as eesily es lovers do in
1‘ ;
Plays; end the trouble begins. After & number of

dengerous adventures, which might heve caus

f————

ed the death

||1 A Xing end No King
J 2 & 3 Philagter.
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.: of one, or of all three of the principal cherscters,
!]Euphrasia is forced to disclose her 8ex; and the princess
.l:l.s cleered. All the trouble might heve been stopped at

J the beginning, had Puphresia broken her gilence; and there
seems to have been no resson for her not doing 8o, except
sheer neughtiness. Instead of eppesling to our sympethy,
as the suthors evidently intended her to do, she irritates
us; end we feel that we should like to sheke her. She
18 meant to represent the psthetioc picture of e meiden,
true to her secret love and her vow; but instesd of

pethos we find sbsurdity.
The plot of The Wild Goose Chese is not pleesing

|

to modern teste. Beeumont end Fletcher did not see

anything degreding in the pursuit of Mirebel by Oriens;

|
|

if it were not for the sympsthetic treatment of the

jletter. we ghould be inclined to regerd the whole play
!as & setire; but it is evident that Orisna is mesnt to be
ia Leroine. To the seventeenth century mind there wes
nothing displeesing in the sight of e woman pursuing e
men with the purpose of merrying him; merriege was her

vocetion in life; snd it was es crediteble to her to

'gedn & husbend, ee it is to the modern women to obtein

| meens of e livelihood. It seems scercely possible that

A{I_i_rabel and Oriena would be heppy tog-ther, when *nerri_e_d;
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but that was & melter of secondery importence. “The

airy deughters of Nentolet" meke themselves sbsurd in
their efforte to sppeer sttreotive.

There is good work in The Meid's Tregedy;: it night

‘have been & greeat pley. hed Evedne's cheracter been more

convincing. Her repentsnce is unnaturel. When she

tells Anintor of her sin, she does so crlnly, not because

she does not reelise the enormity of it, but becruse

ghe 1 bold end inmpudent. The way,in which Melentius

forces her to confess to him, instead of making her repentent,
ee the authors stste it does, would heve driven & woman

of her cheracter to revenge on her brother sn. Amintor,

end to deeper ein with the king. are -ught to heve been

said of her growing love for Anintor; it would heve accounted
for her repentence; but we do not heer of it, until she
appears with the blood-steined lmife in her hend),end her
vengeance ie complete. B8he ig good in the murder scene;

but she speeks as if the king alone hed sinned, whereas

8he too is guilty:

Xng "dow's this, BEvadne?”

Evedne "I em not she; nor besr I in thie breest
S0 nmuch cold spirit to be call'd a women.
I em & tiger; 1 em enything

Thet knows not pity. /,f Stir noti If thou dost
I'll take thee unprepered, thy Ieers upo_z;__theg_,
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Thet meke thy sins look double; and so send thee,
(By m revenge, I will) to look those torments
Prepered for such black souls"

King. "Thou dost nct meen this; 'tis impossible:
Thou art too sweet end gentle”

Dvedne "No, I &m not.
I 2m a8 foul es thou art, end cen number
As meny hells here. I wee once feir,
Once I wee lovely; not 2 blowing rose

More chestely sweet, till thou, thou, thou
foul ecanker,

(Stir not) didst poison me. I was e world of
virtue,

Till your esurst court snd you (Hell bless you
for't)

With your temptations on temptetions,
Mede me give up mine honour; for which, king,
I'mcome to kill thee"”

King "PBvedne, pity me.
Evedne, Hell take me then! This for my lord Amintor!
This for my noble brother! and this stroke
For the most wronged of women”
Aspetia is meent to be pethetic; probably she eppesred
80 to the seventeenth century mind. Her conduct is such,
a8 one might expeot from a mentimentel love lorn girl
with no mental robustness, nor meidenly pride. IU is
idle to pity her: she is heppy when feeding her grief
end meking everyone eround her uncouforteble. Her words

to Amintor,on his bridal night,sre celculeted to make
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'l;

,rhim migersble for some time to come:

“Go, end be heppy in your lady'es love.

Msy 211 the wrongs that you have done to me,

' Be utterly forgotten in my death!

| I1'11l trouble you no more, yet I will teke
‘A perting iiss, end will not be denied.

,’You'll come, 1y lord, 2nd see the virgins weep
'When I em leid in earth, though you yourself
Can lmow no pity. Thus I wind nyself

Into this willow gerlend, and am prouder

That I wae once your love, though now rofused,
Then to heve had another true to me.

'S0 with my preyers I leave you, end must try

 Some yet - unpractised way to grieve =nd die"

~———Anintor was certainly to bleme for deserting her; - ¥
|| but the cruelty of his conduct does not excuse Aspatia's

- gelfishness. Her death is the climax of sbsurdity.

:Bho finds thet she cennot grieve herself dead, so dressed

'in men's epperel, she fights e duel with Amintor, in
order thet he mey kill her:

"Those threste I brought with me sought not revenge;
But ceme to fetoh this blessing from thy hend.
I en Aspatie yet"”

The minor femsle cherscters in these plays are

generally unpleesing; Megrala.nd Dule“are disgusting.
There is but 1ittle to be said ebout Jonson's women.

' The majority of them sre merely ley figures, endowed with

1 Philester.
. 2 The Maid's Tragedy
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quelities, whioh rre rupposed to be peculierly feninine;
they heve no hearts, nor thoughts, nor Teelings; they
are nerely pelnted pupnrets. Apert from their leck of
vitality they ere unpleesing; & puppet mey be greciosus end
beeutifuly but Jonson's femsle cherrccters ere neither.
He is most successiul in his portreits of lower class
women. Ursula.% tae plg wonmean, Polishzthe peresite end
Keep? the nuree, vulger o8 they ere, sre to some extent
numan. A few others sre worthy of mention. Ledy
Politick Wouldbe?is en enusing picture of an Euglish ledy
on the Continent; she is given severel of the supposed

feminine weeknesses, such 28 & love of dress, =nd a long

tongue, to meke her the senblence of 2 woman, Dol
Commonsis e worthy collesgue of Subtle end TFace; Mistress
Otter®ie en amusing shrew; Grece Tﬁ'.:-sllbomvis e sensible
woman, end Pleesenceais p pretty effectionete girl,
Celiais too pethetic & figure to be in & comedy: Jonson
hes mede but & slight sketch of her; but he hes succeeded
in erousing our sympethy; she is 2 petient, gentle and
virtuous girl tied to en evericious end detestzble husbend,
Mrs Frences Fitzdo-tt.r]é? is the sole femele cheracter,
who cells for deteiled attention.  She is more rlive
then eny other women in Jonson's pleys. It 1s her

nisfortune to be wedded to thest prince of_gui_is,_}‘e‘ci.en

—

1l Bartholiomew Fair 8 The Silent Women
2 & 3 The Magnetic Ledy 7 Bertholomew Feir
4 Volpone a Tne Magnetic Ledy
S The Alchemist 9 Volpone

10 The Devil 1is en Asgs
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ritzdottrel; end,slthoush, or perheps beceuse, she is on
eninently sensible pereEon, she males a virtuous and en
obedient wife.' She ie not a2 meek, petient woman, who obeys
her huebend's most foolish commend without qQuestion; but

ene 1s & woman, who might meke even Fabien Fitrdottrel sot
gensibly, 1f he would be ruled by her. She tries to dissuade

hinm from fresh acts of foolishness:

"Are you not enough
The telk of feests end meetings, but you'll still

Make srgument for fresh?”

but ,when he revesls to her his prospecte of being made the
Duke of the Drown'd Lends, she beging to think thet it is
hopeless to try to elter him;e,nd seys, with a sigh,";ou heve

gtrenge phentasies”,

Her strong commonsense mekes her =corn the conversstio
of the suppo.sed Spehish ledy, who fescinetes Tady Tallbush
and Tedy Eitherside; end .when her husbend tells her how he
heg spent time and money to meke his wife a fine lady she
replies curtly,"To meke & fool of her”. It is surprising
thet one of Jonson's heroines should sct se she does
towerde Wittipol; but her conduct towsrds him is in leep-
with her chsracter. The following speech shows ner
honesty end@ shrewdness, the chiel cherecteristic8of her

nature.

r——e
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"I em & woman

Thet cannot speek more wretchedness of myself

Then you can reed; matoh'd to & mass of folly,

Thet every day mekes heste to his own ruin;

The werlthy portion,thet I brought him, gpent,

And through my friends' neglect, no jointure mede me.
My fortunes stending in fthie precipice,

'Tis counsel that I want, and honest eids;

And in this name I need you for a friend;

Never in eny other; for his 111

Must not make me, =ir, worse"

Maid Merian is & cherming women in e delightful pley;
end we axre sorry that we do not see more of her and that
Jonson did not finish the most pleesing of 211 his
productions. ;

Dekker cennot be called post-Shekespearian: much
of his work wes contemporeary with Shekespeere's. Ve
heve hesiteted whether to include him in this survey or
not; and at lest we heve decided thet we cennot omit
him, pertly bedsuse the greaster pert of his work is
geventeenth century in dste, but chiefly beceuse his

heertiness end good neture eppeel to us. We regret thet
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‘the conelderation of his mele cherscters is not within the

' soope of this thesis, Simon Eyre],‘ compared with whon
Merrythought 18 & foolish exeggeretion, is the very incer-
‘nation of Jollity. His wife, Mergery, though not =0 lovable
:: is eminently enterte ining. Dekker hes drewn in her en

' excellent, if slightly conventionel, picture of & foolish
women. Her foolishness does not exceed the bounde of
reality: she is & women, whose small neturel intelligence
éand ebilities heve received no training to foster them:
probably Simon merried her, beceuse her helpless prettiness
appesled to him; but,unfortunetely. her foolishness increessed
'with her yeers end her husbend's prosperity. She is

' delighted when Simon is made mayor, chiefly becsuse she cen

| boast & more importent husband thron her citizen scqueintences

"Fine? By my troth sweetheert, very fine! By my troth, I

‘never liked thee so well in my life sweetheart, but let that
!pass. I werrent there be many women in the city hsve not
|

' such hendsome husbends, but only for their epperel; but let

 thet pees too”
'She is enxious to sustein the dignity of her position es

!. nayoress, end naturally her Tirst thought is thet she nust

'weer clothes suitable to her new role:
. "Ai’t. thou acqueinted with never & ferthingele maker, nor &

'l The Shoemaker's Holidey.



: ( 90

French hood meker? ....... How shall I look in e hood
I wonder! Perdy, oddly I think..... It is very hot,
I nust get me & fan, or else & mesk” She is rether
concerned thet her husbend, tiresome men, should heve
no greater sense of decorum then to remein as Jolly
end free as ever he wase. "i'le must leern to put on
more grevity”, she seys; end we can imegine her nodding
end frowning ot him to give emphesis to her words.
Simon's reply is charecteristic: Peace Maggie, & fig
for grevity!"”

Foolish people invariebly find consoletion for the
griefs of others in platitudes; and the more foolish
they ere ,the less appliceble is the platitude, thet
they utter. Mergery's words to Relph,when he is
mourning the loss of his wife are the very essence of
comfortable stupidity:

"And =, 88 I said - but Ralph, why dost thou weep?
Thou knowest thet neked we ocame out of our mother's
wonb snd neiked we must return; end therefore thenk

God for ell things.”

{
E}Ene, Relph's wife is 2 com.léte contrest to Mergery. Nﬁ

She i8 overcome with grief, when her husbend is foroced
lse I shell Dbe

to go to the wars: "O let him stey, e
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l undone”.  But, grestly es she feels the seperstion,
she is too precticel %o give herself up to sorrow; she
agsert8 her independence; leaves the care of Margery;
. and supports herself by sewing: "I cennot live by keeping
holiday"” When at length she is persusded thet her
husbend is deed, she is willing to merry Hemmon, simply

beceuse she does not much oere whet becomes of her, and
because ghe ieg greteful to him for his supposed kindness.
When Relph returns on her secbnd wedding morning, she
can scercely believe thet it is he; but.when she
recognises him, her joy is too deep to show itself in
noisy exclemetions.

Dekker evidently either hed but little sympethy
with those obedient msidens, who merried according to

their perents' wishes and egeinst their own inclinstions,

or his gentle end pleasure loving neture dare not con-
template "the hesrt-breekings of miserable meids, where
love's enforced; for he mekes both Ro%e and Infeiicg out-
wit their fethers)and merry the men, whom they loved.
Neither of these heroines heve much individuelity:

Rose is sprightly; end Infelice 18 gentle and ealmost

entirely colourless, except in the scene where she texes

Hippolito with his unfeithfulness, and where her ideas
= _"T— - ——————————————————— e — — — - s —_— -
1. Shoemeker's Holidey.
2. The Honest Whore.
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are surprisinglylin advance of her time.

Bellefront's conversion is too sudden. Although
she led en immorel life, more from necessity then from
choice, we ocan scarcely believe thet the upbreidings of
Hippolito, & strsnger to her, would heve power to chenge
her 1ife end to give her the determinetion to continue
in thet chenge. However, she is 2 noble character, when
ghe has reformed. When her husband is in trouble, she
forgets thet 1t was. he ,who' Tfirst led her into sin; 2nd
remembers only thet he loved her in the deye of his
prosperity. She resists the blendishments of “Tippolito;
end remeins true in word end deed to her husbend,; end tries
to wean him from his associstes "the rosring boys”;

"How wild ie hie behaviour! Oh I fesar

He's spoiled by prison, he's hzlf demned comesthere;
But I must sit all storms; when a full sail

Hie fortunee spreed, he loved me, being now poor,
I'l1l beg for him, and no wife oen do more”

: She is entirely unselfish; and grieves not for the - |

.

poverty, thet he brings upon her, but Ior the ruin, thet

he is doing to himself.
Deldter's other female cheracters ere not es well
reslised o8 those we have noticed; but few of them are

2
displeasing. Winnifred is enother women, who reforms after

merriege; and she too makes # }93}§§_3g§”§§i§qu1 wife;

1 The Honest Waore.
2 The Witch of Edmonton
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Ketherind and Busax} &re pleesent girle; Agripyng is spoiled
by herlposit.ion end the Iflettery of her suitors; end Mother
Sawyer, driven to become & witch by the unjust accusstion

of the stupid country folk, is a poor ignorent old woman, who
is to be pitied.

Although Dekker's cherescterisstion is sometimes wesk,
on the vhole his women ere humen: he does not meke them
monsters of iniquity nor mireclee of virtue; ond he treets
them in his gentle kindly wey without scorn end bitterness.

A greet contrast to the geniel Dekker is Thomas
Middleton, who produced & number of fercical comedies, a
strong tregedy ond one grert play. He hes 1ittle moreal
sense, no kindliness end & cosree humour. Eihe women in his ¥
comedies sre, slmost without exception, too disgusting to
be amusing;'ghe piot of The Widow hes been described es
"wnusuelly ludicrous”: we f2il to see the humour of i1t. The
efforts of Philippe (merried to en old end exscting husband)
to gein e lover, whom does not msatter, if he be hendsome
end witty, may be emiising; to us they ere ebsurd. Philippﬁ;
hes not = sperk of 1ife, she is & type of women thet 1is often
seen in the seventeenth century drema; her idleness is her

curse; the necessity of engeging in work of sone kiné would

| keep her from mischief. Valeria ic witty end sensible quite

1 The Witch of Fdmonton.

2 01d Fortunstus. SR

3 The Age of Shekespeere.

4 Compgge w;th T.eetitie in The O;deaohelnr by Congreve
and with Elvire in The Spenish Frier by Dryden.
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en exemplery charscter amongst widows, who sre generally
represented 2¢f the worst of women. The femele cherscters
in The Witch are no better: Tashellae is pilly; Frencisca is
spiteful and corree; and the Duchess is drewn on lines
thet ere too conventional to be convincing. If Jane in
A TFair Querrel is supposed to be virtuous, our idees of
virtue heve eltered since the desys of Middleton. Maudlinl
is not a particulerly successful picture of a citizen's
wife, eepecielly when compared with the citizen's wife

in The ¥night of the Burning Pestle snd with Margery Eyre;
Mblll is 2 pleasant shrewd young person; Clprg betreys

a surprising lack of sensibility; Mexy Fitzallardsis
colourless; but Pretiosﬁ is a delightful ohild, fresh,
nerry end innocent.

The kindly treetment of Cut-Purse oll in The
Roering Girl is probebly due to Delker, who colleborated
with Middieton in that play. Woll is represented a8 &
bluff, honest, heppy, rollicking cresture, e Ter different
person from the sctusl Mery Frith. Her menly spirit
cennot endure the restrictione pleced upon her sex; there-
fore she dons men's cliothes #nd enjoye e greater freedom
then is possible to an ordinary wonsn,  She cen Iight her

own bettles: when Texton insuits her, she srxranges to meét

hin, fighte a duel with him, wounus him, end reads him a
| TE—— — — —— - — — —

— - Y

}1 A Cheete Waid in Cheepside.
' 2 The Spanish Gipsy
3 The Roering Girl.
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lecture on hie disgraceful conduoct.
Hder sentiment® ere oreditsble:

"Bese is thet mind thet lkmeels unto her body,
As 1f e husband stood in swe on's wife!

My spirit shall be mistress of this house
As long 28 I have time in't.

She is determined not to nerry until she sees

"Honesty and truth unslendered;
Women menned but never pandered"
"This sounds like doonsdey” seyslord Nolend; we should

be ineclined to sgree with him, if we considered Middleton's
comedies true representetion of lirfe.

Wonmen beware Women is not et ell a plessant play;
but it hes a2 lurid force and much dremetic power. Livia
the evil genius of e£ll women, whose misfortune it is to
neet with her, is e niddlq@ged widow. Her unctuous tongue
incites her niece Isabella to commit & dreedful sin; end
transforms her from & pretty innocent girl into e heart-
broken women, loesthing herself and her own sex, and most
of ell Livia: her wiliness entrsps Bilance; end mskes her
the vein shemeless mistress of the Duke, instead of the
contented, affectionete, if somewhet thoughtless wife of
Leanti0: she ruins three households by her crefty end

etrocious scheming. It ie herd to imegine how anyone
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cen be 80 Tilthily wicied; but Middleton's picture of
Livie is powerful; snd bears the impress of truth.
We cannot say whether such women exist, or heve existed:
we are told thet it is so, but,if this stetenent is
true, it must be confessed thet Messalines esre rere:
we Tall to see what benefit either art or life derives
from the portrayel of them. |

Beetrice Joanne in The Cheangeling, Middleton's
grest play,is & much more humen charescter. Haughty,
impetuous, and headstrong, she is ignorant of life
end the weays of the world. She is too absorbed in
herself to rcelise the depth of De Flores pession for
her. The man is loesths-me to her; end she trects
him with ebhoirence, until she thinks thet she cen
meke use of him. He is poor end shabby end, she
believes,unscrupulous; therefore he is & fit tool
to employ in‘ the murder of her unwelocome suitor
Alonrzo. She congratuletes herself on her stretegem:

"I shell rid myself,
0F two inveterste loesthings et one time’

It does not occur to her. in the pride of her youth
end besuty.,thet she is meaking herself an eccomplice
with De Flores in a dresdful orime. Alonzo is in the

__!?!j_Eeh?ysﬁ_pg_rem?ved! ghe thinkes in her imperious
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menner; De Flores is the man to do it; she will be grecious
to him, end pey him well; he will leave the country; end
ghe will be iree to mﬁrry Alsemero. Thet De Flores
should presume to be familier with her, becesuse she hes
greciously condescended to meke use of him, is beyond the
renge of her belief. When he exultingly demends her

honour #8 his reward her surprise ig overwhelming. "Why

'tis impossible thou ceanst be so wicked", she excleims.
!Her yvielding to him has been criticised 8 & flew in
icharaoterisation. We do not sgree with this criticism.
:Certainly she could heve defied him, probably successfully,
'hed it ocourred to her to do so; but the sudden reveletion

' of his motive mekes her reslise whet she has done. For
atho first time she sees herself as the accomplice of e
lbrutal villien in a2 cold blooded murder; she has fellen
&irom the high pedestal, on which she pleced herself; she
\18 no longer Bestrice Joanna, the beautiful dsughter of
}the Govenor of the Cestle, but en associste of the broken
Edown De Flores; all her little world 1is shetteredend she,

Ethe queen of it, is dethroned. The horror of the thing
\takea possession of her senses: she is terrified end bewildered
iﬁﬁo ie no scheming, crefty woman, but an ignorent impetuous

'girlz conceelment must be purchesed at any cost: frenticelly
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she offers De Tlores more money; he refises it with scorn
end gloats over her distress; his ettitude is thet of a men,
who hes triumphed, to whom no shadow of defest is possible:
his confident exultation Ssweeps her off her feet: she hes
not the power to resist him. Afterwards her sole thought
is concealment; she plunges desperately end blindly into
deceit and crime emeshing herself more closely with every
fresh effort to hinder detection, in & net of circumstences,
from which there is no escape. She 1s true to her cheracter
et the lest; end wildly denies everything when ell is proved,
beyond the shedow of & doubt.

Heywood's pictures of middle class home life ere
interesting; end some of his cherascters are well reaslised,
It is o pity thet he generelly feils in his delineetion of
women. Lucre%e, in thet medley of stories teken from Livy,
is not & humen being but & stetue of chastity. Gratianaz
is 2 mere outline: Luog is e feirly plessent but cohventional
type of citizen girlhood: fhe wife of Winco%t is sprightly;
but she is merely en enimeted puppet; her fell 18 in no
wey expiicable: Besstridgeséiﬂ certeinly pleseing; her
cherecter ig drawn on brosd lines; she is en honest, buoyant
lesg, effeotionate end cespable, with & good heed for
business. |

The women in his besi pley, A
rigure of Nen is generally

Women killed by Kindness,

_ere better drewn, elthough the

g The Wise Women of Hogsdon

fiE " e oF luaress. 4 The Fzir Meid of the West

3 The Pnglish Treveller
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thought to be & vecillating outline. It ie diffiocult to
know what type of women Ieywood meent Ken to he; if re
wished to represent her as & week childish women without
that eppeeling charm, which some weel: women poesesgss, he hes
to some extent succeedsad. She 1s foolishly excited about
trifles:

"0 Mester Frankford, Mester Wendoll here
Brings you the streangest news that e'er you hesrd"

Her efforte to eot e8 befite Master Frenlford's wife ere
ridiculous:

"As far s modesty mey well extend
It ie ny duty to receive yaur friend?

Her essentiasl weakness of cherascter askes her fall quite
probeble end eesy: she herself confessee thaet che sinned
through"went of wit! When her ein is discovered,she is
more troubled ebout the probable punishment th.s»q’g1 ebout the
misery thet she hes osused. Her words to her husbend,
when he is frantic with sorrow, show that she hos not
power to grasp the situstion/

"Mark not my fece

Nor heeok me with your sword; but let me go

Perfect snd undeformed to my tomb”

She hes not aﬁé’ strength of will enough to atone for her

aisdeeds by 1iving & good end useful life, end by
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resolutely bearing the ignominy,thet her sin hes brought upon
her. It 48 estler for her to dle; it alsc sppesrs aore
creditesble; end is more liltely to ewaken the sympathy of
Ithose virtuous people,who. would scorn her,if she sitempted
@to live cut her repentance; therefore she gives herself up
' to repinings;end grieves herself sick. It 1s possible thet
| Heywood saw Nen in e different iight; evidently he neent her
!to be pethetic in the closing scene, where she czeems to us
irﬂther nmewkish end sentimenteal.
i The cherecter of Susan has been somewhet neglected.
|A1thnugh lleywood sometimes feils in his delineation of her,
'yet on the whole she 18 sweet end wonmenly. When nisfortunes
iovortake her brother Charles,she does not hlame him; end
|
}willingly helps him in every way that she can; but she cannot
:forbear sighing for their former ea2se 2nd comfordis

‘ "0 brother, here's & ochenge,

isincc 0ld Sir Cherles died, in our father's house,

She puts aside her own feelings for the seke of her brotiher:

"I wag not torn a begger, though his extrenes

Enforce thie lengusge from me: I protest

No fortune of mine own could lead my tongue

To this bese key"

We osnnot believe, however, thet she would sliow Cherles,

through e mistaiken sense of honour, to offer her to Acton asg




101

es & peyment of his debt: this soene is unnetursl end
streined.

Cicely, Mrs Frenkford's meid, is pert and emusing; she s
en interesting picture of e giddy, yet reather shrewd
young person. She lknows thet Nicholas dislikes Wendoll;
end therefore she says "Nich'lee, where are you lich'las?
you muet come in Nich'less end help the young gentlemen
off with his boots" She is e women, who delights in
' the poseession of a secoret, which she helf tells by
nysterious hints; and thus whets the curiosity or her
Ilistener; end makes herself appear e person of inportance.
She suspeots the sin of her mistress; end is pleased
with the opportunity thet it gives her of mystifying
her fellow servents: we cen imegine her sheking her head
and pursing up her lips es she says, "Mum; therefs en old
proverb - when the ¢at's awsy, the mouse msy play.......
I am neither & pillow nor & bolster, but I know more then
both"”

Webster hes given us & living portreit of e greet
women in the heroine of The Duchess of Malfi: the
strength of her chersoter end the nobility of her nature
plece her far ebove any woman in the dremes,thet we heve

yet mentioned: she is not witheut her weeknesses; but these
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meke her humen;and ere of such & kind, thet serve to
endear her to us. She is cepable of 2 deep end pessionate
love: she is not one to pess her life " in meiden meditation
fency free": Antonio winds himgelf round her heart strings;
end she tekes him for her husband. Her feelings towesrds
him-are not only those of 2 wife, but those of & parent
too: she guerds and protects him with motherly cere. It is
' she who acts in an emergency: upon the discovery of her
merriege by her brother Terdinend, fearing danger, she
sends Antonio to e place of safety; end,to cover the reeson
of his deperture,she pretends thet she les dismissed him
for unfeithful stewerdship. Her officers, thinking to
pleage her, bleme him: "LLeeve us!” she criee. Eosole
who suspects the reel state of affairs begins to preise
Antonio; her heart responds, although her tongue belies 1t;
but 2t lest the sweetness of Bosola's worde weesken her
judgment end meke her betray her seoret.
Duchess = "0, you render me excellent musio”
Bosole "Sey you?”
Duchegs "This good one thet you speak of is my husbend”
She cen jest,when her feelings ere deepest, end in time of
greet denger; it is es though she feered to give rein to
her emotions. She is shrewd enough to perceive the

1double meening in Ferdinend's letter, which purpor@g to
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be Iriendly 1o her snd Antonio; the irony of it sppesls

to her:

Duchess (resds) "Send Arntonio to me; I went his heeéd in

& business.
A politic ecuiveocation,
He doth not want your counsel, but your head;
Thet is, he cannot sleep till you be dead.
And here's another pitfall thet's strewed o'er
With roses; nerk it, 'tis & cunning one.

"I rtend engeged for your husbend for seversl debts

at Neples: let not thet trouble him; I had rather heve his

heert then his money"
And I believe so too”

When there ccmes the moment of parting with her husband
ond her eldest child, she feels the geparetion far more

keenly then Antonio, who trize to coneole her by e well

neent, but foolish platitude.

"I know not whioch is bLest,

To see you derd, or pert with vou. - Ferewell, boy

Thou art heppy thet thou hest not understending
To know thy misery; for all our wit ‘
And reeading kringe us to & truer =ense

Of sorrow. - In the eternel church, sir

I do hope we shell not pert this*

Antonio "0 be of comfort!
Meake petience # noble fortitude,
And think not iow unkindly we are uged:
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'Men, like to caseia, is prowed best being bruised, "
Her proud spirit finde no comfort in such reflectionjend
iher indignation et her herd fete breaks forth:
.'Must I, like 2 slave born Russian,
Account it presise to suffer tyrenny?”

But this is only & momentary displey of emotion; she
braces herselfl to meet misfortune; =nd ironicelly attempts
:to find consolstion by the very meeans, which she hed

. scorned some little time Dbefore:

- "But come, whither you please. I em armed 'geinst misery;
| Bent to ell ways of the oppressor's will.
There's no deep velley but neer some greet hill"”

Her noble beering during her imprisonment ewsltes the
ednirstion of even Bosola:

' "She's sed a8 one long used to't, end she seems
Rether to welcome the end of misery

Then shun it; 2 behaviour so noble

As gives meajesty to adversity:

| Yoau mey discern the shepe of loveliness
More perfect in her tesrs then in her smiles.

' 8he will muse four hours together, end her silence
Methinks, expresseth more then if she speke"
She scorns the pretended friendly edvances of TFerdinand

end the hypocritical reverence of Bosole.
Bosolse "All comfort to your grece!”
Duchese "I will have none"
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Pray thee, why dJost thou wrep thy poisoned pille
In gold end sugar?”

~ Her defient ettitude remeins to the lest; end she

dies bravely, scorning her nurderers.
Bosola "I am come to make thy tomb”

Duchess "Ha! my tomb!
Thou speak'st es if I ley upon mny deeth bed
Geeping for bresth: dogt thou perceive me siok?"

Bosole ~ "Yee, end +the more dengerously since thy
sickness is insensible”

LI O N N N N R

Duchesg "Am not I thy duchess?”

Bosole Thou art some grest women sure, for riot
begins to sit on t.y foreheed (cled in grey heirs)

twenty yeers sooner then on a merry milk-meids.
Thou sleepest wrse than 1f 2 mouse shonld be forced

' to teke up her lodging in = cet's eer: e little infext

thet breeds its teeth, shcald it liewith thee , would
cry out, &g if thou wert the more ungquiet bedfellow!

Duchess. "I em the Duchess of Melfi still®
Vittorie Corombone, in The White Devil is en

entirely different womsn from the Duchess of Malfi.

- Unsrrupulous and clever she is: beautiful and

|
T
|

fascineting she is supposed to bej but her cherm
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is not well reclised; she is neo Cleopetra,whose
megnificent voluptuousness thrills even the dullest
souls, but & blood-thirsty evil-minded women,
governed by & fickle lust for Brachiano, which heas
none of the pessionate vpoetry of Cleopetre's love for
Anthony,

(.!t:;:t'nuszl:l.e;2 18 one of the few good o0ld women
in the seventeenth century dreme. It is 2 things
to be notioed,ﬁhen considering the position of wonmen,
that the mejority of o0ld snd middle-aged women in

1
the fiction of this period are disgusting.—

o ——

<. The literary me_iz seen to have failled to see the
chara of & good women, when she hed ripened into
2 matron, s#nd when white heirs crowned her hesd; her
chaxrm for them ended with her youthful besuty; end,es
she grew older, she degenerated into the worst kind of
woman. This view ig8 not true to the life of their
time; they portrsy the exceptionel women; end ignore
the Vary Verneys, the Dorothy Osbornes and the
Mrs Hutchinsons grown old. Cornelis hes but little
individuelity, she is entirely and solely a mother;
her emotions are confined to & mother's sheme,

& mother's grief, and a mother's love.

1 See Gratiane in The Revenger's Tregedy; Putenes in

'Tfis e pity she's a Whore; CGreneis in The Broken
Heert, Morose in The Traitor; snd Ledy Touchwood

in The Double Desler.
2. The white Pewi |
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Tsebelle is supposed to be & model wife: Webster
seeng to think thet she is worthyof e11 preise. She
forgives her husbend.,who is en utter scoundrel, the worst
of his gins8; and hopes 10 win back his affection by her
gentleness, She entreats her brother not to deal too
hershly with him; end ,when her husbend refuses to be recon-
ciled to her, she tales 211 the bleme. She dies through
kissing her husbsad's portrsit, the lips of which heve been
poisoned. There ere evidences in litersture that women,
like Isabella have becn greatly edmired: they ere held up
&8 models of virtue snd wifely forbearance. So great is
the honour peid to them, that we sre slmost afreid to hint,
thiat their gentle resignetion to £11 1lls hes produced but
little good, end hes generally driven their husbends to

greeler emcesgses, There is something essentielly

' irriteting in the meek hLopeless saintliness of a wronged
:wbman to the one who has wronged her: had Isebelle turned
upon her hushand and upbraided hin for his faults, he

would heve admired her courcge, even in his snger)and would
heve been more likely to reforﬁ through treatment of thet
kind then when she irriteted him by her patient endurance,
and mede hin loath her for her 1leck of epirit

The women ' in Tourneur's two glocmy tregedies are

VoThe Whike Dewnl,
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both improbable snd disgusting.

The three chief dremetists,who continued to write
until the cloeing of the theatres, were Massinger, Ford
end Shirley. The first end last are interesting, beceuse
of their plctures of contemporery life; and Ford, whose
work,in spite of ites inequality,fer exceeds theirs, is o
searchier into the hearts of men end en enalysist of their
passions.

Although Messinger hess given us Camiols, "thet small
end revishing substence”, meny of his women ere vulgar-
minded end sensual; they re full of animel desires; they
f2ll in love and out agein as eseily,2s they chenge thelr
clothes: they 1love with their .eyee only : their sole eim
in life is to meke thenmselves asg sttrective 28 possible,
and to gather =admirers eround them; even the supposedly
virtious ones remain virtuous only by peinful end
continuous eff-rts of self restrsint. All the women in
The Romen Acteor are disgusting: Domitia becomes violently
encmouresd of the Actor Psris, when she hes seen him but
‘or & few minutes: Dorothes in The Virgin Martyr, supposed
to be & mirscle of all virtue, excleims when Antonius
is ebout to declare his love,

"If one immodest accent

Fly out, I hate you everlestingly”:
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wvere she reelly pure-minded, this would be the last thing
thet she would expeot from her lover: Maroeliala model
of & virtuous wife, 1fes languege which no modest women
would utter:and Aureliazfalls in love with Bertaldo at
first sight',end does not seruple to tell him so.

Some probeble studies of women he has given us,

‘however: both Lidiasand 1?’i~:>:r'nzlinc:ltat:S are pleesent, modest
girla: Margare% is & shrewd, business-like young person,
'who does not allow her love for Allworth to meke her M
|less prectical: end Lady Al1w<7a:1:~'c.1':.‘:t is a sensible, comely

niddle-rged woman, modest in her thoughts snd language,

|’a.nd kind to her step-son.

1‘ The women in The City Medem heve no individuality;
[t.hey ere "hunours®, fashioned on .a type of women, thet grew
!‘lp during the middle yeers of the century,end greatly

inc reesed in numbere after the Restoretion. Ledy
Frugal, whosge head hes been turned by the title conferred
uapon her husbend, e prosperous merchant, playe the Iine
ledy,; end treins her deughter to do the seme.  She is

e foollsh vein old womern, eegily gulled by the ebsurd

jergon of Stargage, end resdy te belleve the grossest

flettery:
"A tenent Of NOTS ..ovecercernvnereronrarers
1l The Duke of Milen % The Great of Tlorence

2 The Maid of Honour 4 A New Way to Pay 0l1d Debts
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For eeying only "Good young mistress help me,
To speech with your lady-mother” so fer Pleased her,
That he got his lesse renewed Top L™

She gives most sumptuous banquets,where butcher's meat

is never served,because the common people eat it; and she
dresses in clothes mede of the most rere snd exquisite
meteriels end in the letest feshion. Her deughters are
if enything more ebsurd t.ha{': she 18; "their dreens are
of being made countesses; and they teke stake &8 they
K i

were such a.lreadyb
@;;;gere knowing their weelmessges, craltily predicts thet

they shall heve ascendency over thelr husbands; they
immediately begin to sssume eirs of suthority when sllires-

ing their suitorﬂ;ancl sensibly endeavour Lo come to en

understending before merriage. Anne, whose nend 1s
sought by Sir Meurice Lecy,specifies the things, that will
be necessary to her existence,when she 1e his wife:

Amne "I require first,

And thet, sinoce 'tis in feshion with kind husbands,

In civil menners,you muet grant, - my will

In ell things whetsocever, and thet will

| To be obeyed, not argued’

Sir Meurige "This in gross conteins ell:

But your specisl items, lady"? | _
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Anne When I am one, |
And you ere honoured to be styled my husbsnd,

To urge my heving ny page, my gentleman usher,

| 'y women, sworn to my secreis, my caroch

| Drawn by six Flenders meares, my coschmen, grooms
Postillion, and footmen"

Sir Meurice "Is there szught else
To be demended?"

!ﬁggg "Yes, sir, mine own doctor;
‘Frenoh end Italien cooks, musicians, songsters,
}And e chaplain that must presch to pleage my fency;
A friend at court to plece me st a mesque;

!The privete box ta'en up at & new play

fror me end my retinue; & fresh habit

' 0f e feshion never seen before, to draw

EThe gellantes' eyes, thet sit on the stege, upon me;
' Some deceyed lady For my perasite

To flatter me end reil at other Madems;

An there ends my embition®

' Mery whose suitor is 2 gentlemen fermer, named Plenty, is
even more extortionste in her demends than Anne:

Mary "I wll receive your rents’

' Plenty "You shell be henged first®
!y@;x; ;Mbke sale or purchese; ney I'll heve my neighbours
{Instructed, when & passenger shall ask,

' Whose house is this? (though you stend by) to enswer

The Ledy Plenty's . Or who owns this menor?
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The Lady Plenty. Whote sheep ere these, whose ozen?
The Ledy Plenty's.

Cemiole is e cherning women; her msidenly pride
keeps her from confessing her love for Bertaldo,before he
goes to the war; but, when he is e prisoner and in trouble,

ell her own feelings ere put eside; she sots quickly and
| decisively;and sends the money to ransom him with the offer
of her hand in merriege. Perhaps it is this sudden
cepituletion thet mekes Bertesldo hold lightly thst,which
he 80 long desired; for he easlily forgets Cemiole)and fells
e victim to the cherms end ilmportunities of Aurelie.
According to the seventeenth century idee of propriety, et
this orisis,Cemiole should mourn and beweil her fete;, and
eot &8 Aspetia does uder similer circuastences; but

Cenmiolas is made of ii{ferent netel; wek she is not revengerful
- and pessionete; aiidomgh her high spirit end coursge will not
 brook such en injury vithout remonstrence. She interrupts
the betrothel of Berteldo and Aurelis; and brings hone
| to her faithless lover the sheme of his ingretitude end
fickleness. He sees his conduct in & true light] repents)
end is willing to merry Camiola. rgein the proprieties
of fiction are disregeried; we should expect Csmiole to

eccept him joyfully with promises of life-long obedience
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and devotion; but this action of her lover hes mede her
reslise not without much peinful questioning.thet she is
infinitely his superior; therefore she declares her intention
of teking the vell; snd Bertaldo inspired by the nobility end
calm exeltation of her mind follows her exemple:and tekes
a vow of celibacy . Camiola ig an unusuel cheracter to be
the heroine of one of Massinger's dgggx;c her bright end
lively cherm, her high spirit, and the precticel commonsense
displeyed in her actions meke her immeasurably superior
to the majority of women in the seventeenth century dreama.
Ford, more than any of his contemporeries,studied the
workings of the minds of women. He wes not setisfied with
colourless, life-lees heroines like Pantheé. nor with
"hunoure” like Ledy Politick Would;i. nor with brillient
deshing creatures like willamant? nor even with living,
essentieslly humen women like the Duchees of Malfi:; he wes
e prober into the hearts of women: he laid bere thelr
gecret thoughte; he loved to picture them in some highly
unusuel, if not unnetursl,situstion; end to ahalyse the
thoughte and pessions, which crose within thenm. Wnile we
ere conscious thet Ford owes something of his suoccees to
the strenge subjects, which hisg morbid neture and love of
originality led him to seek, yet we ere obliged to confess

W
thet he it 1B:who Lee given theworld the subtlest end most

1 A King end No King
2 Volpone
8 The Wey of the World
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convincing pioctures of women,thet the seventeenth century
produced.

His feme rests upon five pleys. The women in two
of these, Perkin Warbeck, snd The Lover's Melencholy, ere
interesting; but they are not worked out with Ford's
peculiar insight and genius. Lady Xstherine éardon is &
pleesent picture of a devoted wife; she is eltogether
cherming, except when she deserts Dalyell for Werbeck
an action which is not in keeping with her character.
Cleophifa is & loving and obedient deughter; but her sister
Ert::csl-.m’,a while we sdmire her q:airif. in running eway from
the men, who wished to ruin her, is most reprehensible in
oscuging her old fether so much enxiety. ’I‘hamasta? is
heughty end ill-tempered; she is spoiled by her position
end by the ebsurd deference peid to her by Menephon.

She fells violently in love with Parthenophil, whom she
hes seen but fivé'minutea beforej;end boldly commends him

to woo her; end is most indignant when he refuses:

"I em & princess,
And lmow no lew of slavery; to sue yet be denied!”

Her ardour cools, however, on the disclosure of the sex
of Perthenophil} and she condescends to merry Menaphon.
It ig in Ford's three grest trageg§es,that we have

1 Perkin Warbeck

o Tover's Melancholy
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the best end worst of his work. The low comedy of the
underplots end the extravegsnt touches of phyesicel norror
ere greet end indelible tlots; but,in spite of these faults,
he has succeeded in reaching the height of tragic intencity,
end in laying before our geze the tortured heerts of his
hercines.

Love's Secrifice is the history of en erdent,
pessionate women, endowed with e rich end luxurisnt beeuty,
and with the hot Plood of the South in her veins. Reised
from a lowly position to be the wife of the Duke of Pavia,
Bience is & queenly figure; but beneesth the surface of
her heughtly dignity, lies the essential voluptuousness
of her neture, which appesls to Fernando; and makes him
think his suit will be greanted. He is surprised and
shaken in his belief, when Bianoca repulses him; he leaves
herjand retiree to meditete with sheme and fear upon his
intended unfeithiulness to his friendehip with the Duke.
Bience,left elone, reelises to the full the ocell to her
genses, which Fernando has offered her; in a guarded
moment,when thoughts of duty end of the honour of her
position lay heevily upon her, she refused his love; but
now passion leeps like fire slong her veins; end, heedless
of everything olee, she is reedy to prostitute both duty

and honour upon love's sltar. Ferneando, full of repentent
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lthoughts. is agein surprised et Bienca's attitude; and
his weeker nature shrinks end withers under the scorching
fire of her pession; he is but 2 week love siok youth,
she 18 & reckless passion sweysd woman. Thet Ford should
celebrate these lovers as & mirecle of chestity, chows how
his morel sense was efieoted by the idea of virtue current
in his time. Theplay ie merred by the lemeness of its
conclusion,

Celentha is the central figure in The Broken Heert:
while the gentleness and pethetic resignation of Penthes

appeal to us, it is Calanthe who aweskens our admiration|

and inspire#gur our deepest sympethy. She is truly a

' princess;: stetely and gracious, she 1s not neorely & charming
picture,but a self-reiisnt and easrnesat woman; she has a

' wide inowledge of state efifeirs; and her ready intuition
enebleg her to gresp the meaning of & situation in ell its
bearings; her duty is her iirst thought;end celaly end

' nobly she performs it, restreining her own feelinge until
it is done. The responeibilities of her position wa}gh
heevily upon her, when love hes toughed her heart; and che
finds the self control and celm demeanour,whioch is
expected oI her, & little iriksome.

"A women hes enough to govern wisely |
Her own demeenours, pessions end divisions.
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Her devotion to duty mekes her sppear somewhet cold; but
her love for Ithocles is ell the deeper becsuse she gives
but little expression to it. The responsibilities of

ruling & kingdom she could and would hLave borhe brevely;

!but the sorrow, which overtelkes her, bresks her spirit,

and she dies of # broken heert. She is celm and gracious
to the last, her heroic self-restreaint during the dence,
when the newe of the death of her fether and her lover ere

brought to her, will alweye live in our memory. Her lest

thoughts are for her country; she leeaves her inheritance

in order before she dies. Celantha's was one of those
guiet and self conteined natures, which suffer all the
mére keenly beceuse they suffer in silence; many a weaskor
women would have survived the sorrows,which were too great
for her to bear.

In 'Tis e pity she's a Whore,ord reeched the
greatest height of tragedy, thet wes possible to him.
Annebella ig the most tragic of 2ll his heroines. She

is » pessionate child, who does not reelise the enormity

| of her sin: she Les only & vague =ense of guilt; and,when

Giovenni suggests thet she must marry, she seys quite
innocently ,thet she will merry him.
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Giovenni "But I shell lose you sweetheart"
Annabelle "But you shell not”
Gloveani "You must be merried mistress.”

Aunsbelle "Yes! to whom"?
Giovenni  "Someone must hava you"
Anne a "You must”

Bonaventure, the priest,terrifies her by his lurid descrip-
tions of the hell wiich he thinks she hes merited;and to

seve hersclf she commiis snother e=in by merrying Sorenze.
The powerfui scene in which her husbend denouncee her,
reminds us of Evadne's confession to Amintor;snd illustrates
the diiference between the two wonen. .Pvadue tells
Anintor of her sin boldly and celunly,becezuse she is cheme-
less. Annebelle speeis oi her gaiit irenily, beccuse she
feils to gresp the fecliugs of SBorenzo end the horror of

her own orime.

Soranzo. "Derest thou tell me this?”
Annsbella "0 yes: wiy not?”

You were cdeceived in me; twas not lor love
I chose you, but for honour: yet know this
Would you be patient yet end hide your sheme
I1'd see whether I could love you"

Sorsnzo begine to reclise what a sirenge combinetion of
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child and women she 13; «nd sgeelcs 45 meke her fael the
poignenoy of 1i8 grief; and so to reelise her own guilt.

-

webe "I must confess I imow you loved me well”

gg;gggg_“ﬁndfwouldst thou: use me thus? 0 Annebella,
Be thou asaured, who e'er the villien was
Thet thus heth tempted thee, to this disgreoe,
Well he might :lust, but never loved iike me-
He doted on the picture thab hung out
Upon thy cheeits to plesse his humaurous eye,
Not on the pert I loved, which was thy heart,
And ee I thought thy virtues.”

Annsbelle "0 my loxrd!

These words wound: deeper than your sword
coald do.

From this moment Annabells is a woman. She knows her
orime3and ghe knows thet she must suffer; but for
Giovenni, the sharer in her guilt,she is still ell
tendernese; and she makes strenuous efforts to save
hAim, but in vain. Wi.en she seeg him stending over
her with a degger in his hand she suffere the keenest
peng of all. her heeart ories out sgoinst death, deeth
from the one,who is desrest to Rsr in the world: her
crg of"Brother, unkind!” feile to express the pitch of
tregedy to which we ere lifted: it is not often thet

Ford feils thus.
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There is but little to be said sbout Shirley's
wonen, He enticipates tlLe writers of the Restorstion
comedy by his descriptions of the moaanners of his time;
the women in his comedies heve no individuality: they
ere pegs on which he hengs the threads of his plot end
the descriptions of contemporary life; they sre drawm
from the outeside: we know nothing of their thoughts
end feelings. Violettaland Penelop% ere both witty and
sensible girlis, and Lady Bornmellzis 8 foolishly vein
pleasure loving women.

Oriena in The Treitor, is e pathetio {igure: zhe
is out to the hesrt,when Cosmo basely urges her to
forget him,end to merry his friend Pisenol
Cosno "I heve no part in Oriana now"

Oriena "I've heerd +oo nuch, do with ae wisl you pleeses
I em all vassive, nothing of myselfl
Sut 2n obedience 4o urheppiness”

[gmideg}is Shirley's best woman. She hes a right noble
gpirit;end prefers to suffer pain, even desath before
dishonour. Yet she 1ig not cold =nd passionless: her
love for Pigeno is not quenched by his desertion of her;
ehe hegs no deeire Tor revenge, nor does che bewail her

fete in idle iecmentetions; but she beare her grief

1 Tae—o—a—Rashelol Thr Wity Fous Ome.
2 The Lady of Pleasure

-1 ”Tl-‘o_ T raibet
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quietly end silently. She displeys no emotion, except
when she hears that Piseno is in denger of his life from
her brother; and then her thoughts are ell for her former
lover; no selfish regret urges itself upon her; her enxiety
is for his safety send heppiness only.

The infTeriority of the Restoration rema to thet.
which preceded it ,is evident in nothing more then in the
puppets ,which replace the men and women of the earlier
pleys df the century. Dryden and the little school of
drenatic poets, who followed him , of whom Otway 1s the
chief, delighted in rent end the sound of Iury; the
majority of their he:oés end heroines ere deshing stege
figures,whb utter loud declemetions; and who ect contrery
to all sense end reeson; =#nd e8 no one real person hes
ever scted since the world begen. The writers of the
leter seventeenth century comedy, the most brillient of
whom is Congreve, mede their cherscters, with e few exceplions
subordinete to the custome end menners,which they illustrete:
they come on to the stege lebelled; end they follow,with
undevieting truth, the plen which 18 merked out for them.

The heroines of Dryden's heroic plays ere fil mates

'for his heroes; they ere gorgeous queenly figures, defying

worde end thelir eotipns;

'neture =nd common sense in their
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sometimes scting their pert with dignity)but more often
meking us smile at their absurdity. ‘Almahid% is drawn
on similer lines to Almenzor; Nourmahalz is & little less
absurd; end Almeydasis 2 ehred more human than either of
thenm.

Dryden wes 2 little more aﬁccessful with the female
cherectere in his comedias, Palmyrg is a pretty modest
girl; Melenthg ig en eausing sketch of a court lady, who
sdores everything connected with thepslece)and hee &
pession for the French langusage; Doralicg is shrewd and
witty; but Elvirg is disgusting snd unnatarel.

All for Love is Dryden's best play, but nie Cleopatre
peles almoset into insignificence,when conpared with
Shekespeere's creeblon. Octavia is a more convincing
study; she is & good representetion of sn injured wife;
and

slse utters one of the most pothetic speeches in Lryden.

“Tools on these
Are they not yours? or stand they thus neglected
As they ere nine? Go to him, children, go
¥neel Lo him, teke hin by the hend, epesic to him,
For you mey 8peek, end he may own you, too
Without e bluen; and so he cannot all
uie children. Go, I seay end pull himito me

And pull kim to youreelves, from thet bed woman-
Ycu, Agrippina, hang upon hia erms

1 The Conquest o* Granada

g ﬁ eggﬁgﬁgian

4 farriage & la Mode
5 The Spenish Frier
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i
; And you, Antonie, clasp sbout his walst:

" If he will shake you off, 1f hLe wlll desh you

| Agalnst the pavement, you must beer it, children,
For you ere nine, snd I was born to suffexr”

Thomas Jtwey is8 remembered =28 the asuthor of The
Orphan and Venioce Preserved: the heroines »f these two
pleys are both pethetio, if not tregic figures. The
sorrows of Moniaia, loving md beloved of Cestelio, and
decelved by Polydore, ceanunot feil to touch the hardest
heert; but she herself laclies the interest of a Bestrice
Joenne, or en Annsbelle, hecanse her troubles do not epring
from her own ections, bhut from a perverse fete.

Belviders would be mora prthetie, if she were not irritating
It is imposeible not to feel angry with her wher sghe mekes
e coward of her husband: there is no doubting lLer wifely
alTectlion; but her iove ig gelilsgh} end she is jeslous

of the leest thing, which distrecte Jeffier's sttention
from her. Ste conprres hersz21f to the Romen Portia;

but &he is:"éntirely -;i:‘LI’:r:er'c'er.;'t::"Q ;?;;'w;‘;aeoa)i‘or wighing to
icnow her husbend's secret business is not e desire 1o
chere nis enxieties and to help him; bub ginply & jezlous
curiosity. When Jaffier 1s despondent et the loss of

niz fortune, she certesinly consoles end cheerse him; dbut
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though her sentiments sre fine, she offers no sensible
suggestions for the future: perhaps Otwey thought it weas
unnaturel for people to be practicel on the stage.

"Oh, I will love thee, ev'n in madness love thee:
Tho' my distracted senses should forseke me
I'd find some intervels, when my poor heert
- 8hould swage itself, and be let loose to thine,
Tho' the bere earth shell be our resting plece
Its roots our food, some cliff our habitetion
I'11 meke this exrm & pillow for thy head,
And ss thou sighing liest end swell'd with sorrow,

Creep to thy bosom, pour the balm of love
Into thy soul and kiss thee to thy rest,
Then preise our God, =nd watch thee till the morning"

The undoubted beauty of the ebove lines is merred by our
knowledge of Belividera's ultre-romentic temperesment: hed
they been uttered in a2 moment of exeltation by a2 women
like the Duchess of Melfi, who could rise to the heights
of poetry,but who could elso ect end act well when en

emergency arose, we sh-uld heve been able to appreciste

them es they deserve. They ere the key note of Belividers's

cherscter; she is & foolishly fond wife,who 18 fit to be
loved end petted; but who is & hindrence rether than a

help to her husband.
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In considering the later comedy of the seventeenth
century it is poseible to meke one of two mistokesy
‘either these pleys mey be regarded es true representetions
of fa» life of the country at that time, or they nay be
thought to portray e world, existing entirely end solely
in the minds of those,who wrote then. The true view
lies between these two. The comedies of Wycherley,
ICongreve, Venbrugh and Ferquher do represent, no doubt
in slightly exaggersted form, the life of their time; but

l
'it 18 the life of one smell section of society, composed

;of people who tried to emulete the loose living of
Charles 11 and his friends. Nevertheless it is wrong

| to imegine,thet the rest of the country still clung to
Ithe ideals, thet had inspired their fatliers in the deys
of Cromwell; the influence of the Court spread further
tien the circle of its devotees, who gathered eround it:
all clesses of gociety were influenced to some degree
by the change,which tock plece in the lives of the
leederse of the nation.

Wycherley,with his delight in coarseness and
immorelity hees given us some of the worset cheracters in
the whole of Fnglish literature. He hes feiled to
produce e gingle good end noble women; nor hes he crected

one, in whom the seeds of goodness end nob;lityﬂp&yg
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been werped by treining or misfortune: ell his heroines ere
vulger, friveolous, end sensusl to the core: FPidelia is

his one attempt et drawing a good women; end in the portreyal
of hexr he hae feiled lamentably.

The Gentlemsn Dancing Mester is undoubtedly humourous;
Hippolito's offorte to gain an interview with & probsble-
lover and to hinder detection.,when she has escconplished the
first pert of her design,ere esnusing; but, elthough they
mey speslk well for her wit, they betray the innete worth-
lessness of her charatter.

The plot of the Country Wife could scercely be more
disgustings the femele cheracters erc such a8 we night
expect from Wycherley; but there is certeinly something
ludicrous in the rustic ignorance of Mergery Pinchwife,
which outwits ell the jealous precesutione of her husband.
The pley was written et a2 time when it wes beconing more
end more feshioneble for country gentlemen to bring tlelr
wives end feailies to winter in town: Margery is a
caricature of some of those honest gentlewomen, who, heving
weeried of the mysteries of pie crust msking, peorsusded
their husbends to let them see something of the galeties
of town life.

Widow Rleckacre with lLer green begs end pepers,

{g & well known figure in Tie Plain Declerj but the chief
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interest of the play for us centres in Fidelia. Wycherley,
not content with borrowing largely from Molierds Misanthrope,
and with distorting ell thst he borrowed, must elso filch
Shekespeere's Viole; end degrede her, mtil she ig but a
coerse and vulger stedow of the originel. Pidelie, dressed
in boys' clothes, ig employed by Manly in his love meking
mach in the same wey as Orsino employs Viole; but Shekespeere
is always cereful to keep his heroine pure, end free from ell
contenineting experiences, in spite of the manifest denger
of her disgnise; Wycherley haB no such cerel Iidelis is ean
actor in scenes of a most disgusting chersacter; and insteed
of the sweet ond womenly Viola we have & picture of e weelkly
sentimentel girl, corrupted by the society, in which she
moves.,

Congreve's comedies esre greeter in every way thean
those of Wgcherley. He transports us to a gay heartless
world, where the men's sole business in life is to pursue
the women, end the women's to sttirect their pursuers; but,
such is the glemour, thet Congreve throws over his charecters
by the magic of his wit, thet we are interested and enter-
teined by his groupe of lively, smarkling figures; and
end cen scercely wish that they were less gey end more

human. His women, heartless end frivolous 28 they are,
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ere generelly pleasing: hie hes creeted one sinister women,
Leady Touohwo%d; end one ,who is excessively foolish, Lady
Plyané% but none,who are simply and solely disgusting end
worthless. The much grester freedom in speech end amsnners,
ellowed to women.,during this part of the century,is
evident throughout his pleys.

Araminte in The 0l1ld Beschelor 18 e true coquette, who

| keeps the adaniretion of her lover ever Iresh by her pretended

. scorning of his edvances. Her cousin Belinde is freer,

' gayer end more affected: she declaims egeinst men, yet is

| pleesed with their sttentions: she hes an eye to see the r

amusing side of life, and = tongue to describe it wittily.

Cynthia, the heroine of The Double Deeler, is a
commonplece, practical person; but,if Congreve has failed
to give her the sparkling charm of his other heroines,

he hes anply repaid ug for thatloss by the creetion of

' Ledy Froth: in her he hes irewn:delightfully setiric sketch

of & literery women; essentielly & blue stocking, she is

' not merely & puppet; for she is mede humen by her self

| egeurance and by her pride in everything, whioh is connected

WS- I R

with herself, even in her husbend, whom ghe is on the point

of deserting for Brisk.
Mre Foresight and Mrs Frail,in Tove for Love.,=re well

|1 The Double Desler

l
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contrested; the one, tied to =n old husbend, whom the
thoroughly dieglikes, sighse for freedom;end is gelled by
the bonds of nerrisge. the other is consumed with enxiety
to gein eny husband et eny cozt. Angelica 18 quite
en agreecble, elmest & cherning girlyend Prue, though
ewkwerd end rustic,hee no emell shere cf shrewdness.

Congreve put his best work into The Wey of the
World; end Ledy Wishfoit end Millement eare hisg two mout
interesting women. Lady Wishfort is & foolish, irriteble
0old women, who is never setisfied with the existing
stete of eifeirs;end who elweys desires the exect cpposite
to whet heppens. Her venity is encoursged by her weiting
wonmen: she delights to imegine heregelf es still young end
fescinotingy end is gpiterul towarde Millement, because
of her superiocr cherms. The ettentiohe of the oppeoeite
gex have gtill the power of nmelring her jrsded old Leert
flutter; end she =lmost fallg e victin to her veneration
of = title and her delight at the Iiatteries of the
paeudo knight Weltwell. Millement i the queen of
coquettes; she ruslies like e brillient end erretio
conet through the pleys here and there we follow her
daezzling fTigure; sometimes we Seen 1o gresp hery but we

ettrective, the most
never hold her:® She 1s the mosv -

elusive of el1l Congreve's hLercines, and the most Leertless
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too! slie is undoubtedly one of the finest and most plessing
representations of 2 witty, sperkling end dashing stage |
heroine.

Venbrugh's women are well differentisted: but they
fisve not the sperkle of Congreve's crestions; they ere
lacking in vitality.

Amandaland Berinthié ere olmost too seversly con-
trested; the former is a quiet, refined, spperling little
women, jeelouely fond of her husbend, the letter ies e
gey, unscrugplone, vet fescinsting widow . Mizg Hoyd%n
is Congreve's Prue on = more deteiled end elsborate socele.

Ledy Brute,in The Provoked Wife should appesl
to our sympathys: she remeins true to her husbend,in
gpite of his cruel trestment end the continucl temptations
of Constant; yeb she does not give the impresszion of being
e cheste and injured wife; but appears es a heartless,
conceited womean of the world; snd,when she ies overcome
by her lover's entreaties, our only feeling= 1s one
of surprise that it did not happen sooner. Lady
Fancyfulflis e femmle Lord Foppington, but 1is drawn
on weeker end less spirited lines.

There is not e shede of distinction between Clerisee

end Araminte, in The Confederscy: they sre both the wives

1 The Relapse
e {3 T‘]Q (P-‘Gvok‘”" W“SQ_
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of rich citizens; and they both attempt to inmitete
ladles of quelity by leeding ebsolutely worthless end idle
lives. COrinné*is e lively preococious girl, whose eyes sre
darzled by & glimpse et the grest, gay world.

It 18 & pity that Vanbrugh did not finish A Journey
'to London; the fregment, that he hes left, promises egeced-
ingly well. Lady Ileadpiece is e clever study of a women,
who 1s desirous of sociel success; a2nd pert little Betty
is the worthy deughter of such & mother.

Ferquher's women have not much individuslitys: they
are less sperkling then Congreve's, but more generelly
plessing then Wycherley's. Angeli%a and Constenéi are
botl. z00d 2nd virtuous girls: Ledy Lureweil is but & feeble
figure to be 2 snerer of men's hearts; end is surprisingly

peseive and free from rencour: Silviasaota the men boldly,

but without the grsce of e Rossalind.

(b) Poetry

‘cw L
he sonnet sequences of the Elizebethen ege Nove plece, in
the seventeenth century,to the loese verses ol tne
Cavalier Loets. Insteed of the extraveagently chivalrous
attitude towerde women, seen in the poems of Spenser end

Sidney, the greater part of the Ceroline snd Restoration

1 The Constant Couple

2 T..e Twin Rivels

3 The Recruiting Officer.
i The Conset\ Qdoay
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| ,
' lyriocal postry displays a frank sensuslity. Donne,

who had a greet influence uvoh the love poetry of this
period,wes undoubtedly a sensuelist. There were & Iew
poets,like Habington who sang the charms of platonic love;
end others, like Cearew, who could rise to the besuty of
Ithough:b,expressed in the following sten:a:

*But a smooth and stedfast mind,
Gentl2 thoughs end celm desires,
Hoarte with equal iove combined
Kindle never - dying fires;
Where these sre not, T despige
Lovely cheekse or lips or eyes¥

but the entiplatonios held the field.

L;t ig impossible in this thesis Lo conalder cach poel DF
gseparetely,end to try to extricete hel resl sentiments

|
|

about woman Trom the midet of loese expressions end
coerse glbes which custom ellowed cnd demanded.  Nor

| #Te many o these poete wortly of guoh trectment: thelr
' works were mere jeux d'esprityend cennot be thought to
lexpress truly their own feelings. Thelr terams ere
\intﬂreating end signifiocent ee illustretions of the
| general ettlitude tow=xds woman, which i¢ the subject of
e previous section.

The Cavelier attitude towerds women hes been suffic-

iently illustreted by_@QpngqggiQQEEpion of the heroines

I W
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cf the drana: it yet remeins to estimate her influenoce
on the work of the grestest poet of the century, one
who hes essentially e FPuriten, in the highest sense of
the word,in thought and feeling, Milton.

Milton hee suffered much detrection et the hends
of energetic biogrephers, whc aesve publicshed unplessant
gtetemente sbout his trestment of hie deughters: elsgo
the fect,thieat he wrote the Dovorce pemphiets is sufficient
evodence to those, who heve not reed them, thet he wae
an oppresgsor of women. The statements sbout his
hershness to his daughters cennot be entirely refuted ;
but it ia prohehle thet they 2re exngger=ted. His divore
penphlets certainly show that he believed in woman's
inferiority —te could scercely believe otherwise, acceptin
literelly, ee he did, the words of the Bible, and seeing
211 sround him treces of the inferiority of woman, which
he did not ettribute to the right csuse, her inferior
treining end position~—but if the pemphlets ere evidences
of Milton's belief in wasculine dominstion, they rlso
ghow thet he fully realised the responsibilities of lis
superior peeition;and thet re regerded women with
tendernens end sdnirestion. This view is coniirmed by a

study of his poens.
The ledy in Comue is =2 moet cherming figure. Her
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caelm thoughts, when she is left alone in the dark wood,

are the witnessez of the purity end innocence of her girl-

hood., She fears no foe and belisvesz

"That He, the Supreme Good, to whom =211 things i1l
Are but =28 glavisa officers of vengeence,

Would gend e glistering guerdien, if need were,
Yo Keep my life 2nd honour unessallsi)

She follows Comus willingly, deceived by his sheplerd's garb;
ghe feors o danger from hunble Tolk; yet she 1is not content
to go with him, relying solely on her own strength snd his
kindness, until she has ssk2d help of the Snepherd of

souls:

"Shepherd, I take thy wrd,
And trust thy honsst-offered courtesy,
Which oft is sooner iound in lowly sheds
with smoly refters, tlarn in tspestry hells,
And court of princes, where it first was named,
And yet ieg most pretended. In & vl=ce
L.esg werrented then this, or less gecure
I cannot be, that I should feer Lo chenge it.
Fye me biest Providence, sxnd squere my trial
To my proportioned strength! Shepherd,lead on!

Her covrsge end her implicit trust in God do not foreeke

her in the hour of need. Secure in the strength of her

strength of her virtue, and xnowing that
"if virtue feeble were,
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Heeven itselfl would stoop to her"
she defies Comus and his hellish rout. She is no meen
chempion of right; her indignetion fleshes forth at the
unhellowed words of her tempter; snd gives her the power
to mzke him tremble: |

She febles not. I Teel thet I do feer

Her words set off by some superior power;

And, though not mortel, yet & cold shuddering dew
Dips me ell o'er, es8 when the wrath of Jove
Speelis thunder end the chains of Frebus

To some of Ssturn 's crew.

Fve hag & gracious womenly chernm, Milton is cereful
to meke her inferior to Adem,whose first speech 1s
concerned with God and the eternesl nysteries of things,
while her snswer is merely e deteiled description of her
first meeting with him; but she i# neither insipid nor
displeasing. In her stete of innocence she is like e
gentle sppeeling child: her thoughts about God ere vague,

He is so far awey; but Adam is neer; and to Adem she
loolkg in sweet submissiveness &g the erbiter of her fate.
Her strenge dresm troubles her: lhe fesr thet Adem is

digpleased troubles her more; but her teers esre quickly

i.issed away.
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"S8o cheered he his fair spouse; =nd she was cheered,
But silently 2 gentle tear let fell
From either eye, and wived them with her heir:
Two other precious drops thet resdy stood
Each in their crystsl sluice, he, ere they fell,
Kissed as the gracious signs of sweet remorse
And pious awe, thet feared to have offended .”

The influence of the dresm is seen when Eve desires to
work in the gerden slone, away from Adem; this is the
first sign of coquetry in her nature. She is indignent,
when Adem points out the danger thet might .overtake her:
she resents the aspersions cest upon her strength and
firmness; end snswers him in e speech, which shows thet
chilélike ag she is, she is a women.

"offspring of lleaven and Ferth, end ell Ferth's lord!
Thet such an eneny we hnve, who geeks

Our ruin,both by thee informed I leern,

And from the perting Angel overheerd,

As in e shedy nook I stood behind,

Just then returned et shut of evening flowers.
But thet thou shouldet my Tirmness therefore doubt
To God or thee, becsuse we heve 2 foe

Mey tempt it, I expected not to hear,

His violence thou fear'st not, being such

Ag we,nol cepeble of deeth or pein,

Cen either not rec2ive, or cen repel.

uis freud is, then, thy feer; which plein infers

——
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Thy equal fesr that my firm feith and#ove
Cen by his freud be sheken or seduced’

Thoughts, which how found tl.ey herbour in thy breast,
Aldem! misthought of her to thee so dear?
The fletteries of the serpent meke but little impression

on Eve: she is shrewd enough to value them at what they

ere worth:

“Serpent, thy overpraising leesves in doubt
The virtue of thet fruit, in thee first proved

| but whet cannot be geined by flettery is socomplished by

exciting her curiosity: her next words ere "But say

‘where grows the tree?” The teunpter lee.us her to it;end

- feigns surprise,when Eve says that she must not east of

t..rt tree. Her enswer is simple and direct: she ig like
& child repeating & lesson ,which she hasg conned by
heart; but the meesning of which she hes feiled to gresp.

"Of the fruit

0f eech tree in the gerden we mey eat;
But of the fruit of this fair tree, emidst

The Garden, God heth said "Ye shell not eat
Thereof, nor shell ye touch 1t, lest ye ile."

She listens however to the serpent's wiles; and muses

within herself upon the virtues of the tree: no herm las

befellen the serpent, she is curious, she is hungry, she
eals. The first sign of her fall is apperent when she
hesitetes to tell Adem of the virtues of the frulit: her
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love for him hes now become selfish ; amd et lest she
decides thet he shall eat of the fruit, so that he mey
suffer deeth,if she nmuet suffer it: she cennot lose him.
When misery ovar tekes them,end Adem bewails his fate
and rejects the condolences of Eve, her gentle heert is
it to breek.

"Forseke me not thus, Adem! witness Heaven
Whet love sincere snd reverence in my heart

I bear thee, =nd unweeting heve offended
Unheppily deceived! Thy suppliant

I beg, end clesp thy knees; bereave me not
Whereon I live, thy gentle looks.thy eid,

Thy counsel in this uttermost distress,
My only strength end stay.”

The distress thet she has caused is too great for her to
witness,and suicide suggests itself to her es 2 way out
of theilr difficulties; but Adem is less impetuous then
ghe; and hes gre=ster strength to endure. She is spared
the esight of future sorrow end joy of the world,which
Micheel shows Adem; but she is consoled in & dreem with
vague hopes of atoning for her sin in the future.

Delile is & more .umen study then Fve, charming
a8 Pve is there are times when she is but = shedow.

Delile ie not & woman of high virtue; nor is she a

thoroughly bad women. Her love for her country is
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overcome by the fescination.,that Sqmson's strength end
menhood cest over her; she does not 1love himj but his
virility esppesls to her: she 18 proud thet she cen cleim

this splendid specimen of menhood, the renowned Sanson as

' her husband. Jealousy end envious fear lest hie former

wife shall entice him away, tahe'possession of her:; she
feels that it would be no unwise thing to have power
over Semson, te heve him in esubjectiong then her wily
countrymen come‘,end promise her feme end honour, if she
will but depri#e her husband of his strength,end so
benefit her country and 2l1lso bind him to her for ever.
The results sre very different from those, whioch she
expected. Feme end honour she has; but Samson is
estranged from her: he is not her willing prisoner;
but is bound by the shemeful cheins of her countrymen.
Bhe visits him in his ceptivity, not because she wishes
to gloet over his distress, but becsuse of the
fescination that he still hes for her; her plea for
forgiveness is scorned; end piqued at his repuise,

she leeves him; snd attempts to console herself end

to irritete him by glorying in the honour ,that will be
paid to her, in future eges,by Philistine naidens,

beceuse she did not soruple to betrsy her hustrnd for
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thﬁ\sake of her country.

) Cros-

Bunyen is the sole prose writer of inportence,
whose worlks show the influence of women. A Puriten,
like “Milton, like him too, he hes e grest tenderness and
sympethy for women. His sympethy for Mrs Badman is
evident; but he hes failed to make her es human es the
wonen in The Pilgrim'e Progress; she is as much a model
of virtue &8 her husbend is s type of utter deprevity end
wickedness. All the women.,even the slightest sketches,
in The Pilgrim's Progress sre true to life: Christisna
and Mercy eare especially sttrective end pleasing.

Christiesns is & prectical, hard-working motherly

woman: her life hes been full of domestic cares;and she

hes hed but little time for dreems. She hes depthe in her

nature however, of which she is unaware: when her children

| have out-grown their infancy,end do not need so much of

her cere, thoughts of other things obtrude themselves upon
her: she begins to think sbout her husband, end about the
journey thet he hes accomplished; end she too begins

to long for something deeper and fuller then the life,
which she hes been living. When the messege from the
King comes, she is filled with trembling delight; end
preperes for her pilgrinage, fully ewere of its dangers,
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yet trusting in the glorious future essured to her. Her
practiocal natu;e is evident =al1 through the Journey.

"Come" seid Christiene, "will you eat e bit, e little to
sweeten your mouths, while you sit here to rest your legs? "
When Metthew is oured by Dr Skill's wonderful pills,
Christiesne thinis of meking provision for possible illness
in the luture.

Christicne "But s, sir" seid she, "whet is this pill

good for eise?"

55111 "It is en universel pill; it is good egeinst ell the
diseases thet Pilgiims ere incident to; end vwhen it is

well prepsred, it will keep good, time our of mind"
Christiena "Prey Sir, make me up twelve boxes of them; for
if I can get these, I will never teke ofher physic”

Very different from Clristiena end yet even more
cherming is the young and girlish Mercy. Hers is a
gentle sensitive neture; she often feels unheppy becesuse
no speciel invitestion ceme from the king to her; end her
doubt about her reception at the other end of the journey
troubles her much. So grest is her fear of being sent
beck thet,et the wiclet gate, she frnlls down in e swoon.
Bven when she is guite essured thet her pilgrimsge is
pleesing to the king she is e little hurt, when =ny special

ettention is peid to Christiene end no?_tg_her; ghe is qot
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envious, only & little sad and doubtful.

Christisna "I have here = piece of pomegrenete, which
Mr Interpreter put in my hand,_just when I came out of
his doors. | He gave me 2180 & piece of o honeycomb,

end & little bottle of spirits” — ' YA B

<£E—thought he gave you something” seid Mercy,"because
he celled you aside” "Yes; g0 he did", seid the other,
"But Mercy, it shell still be, as I seid it should,
when at first we came from home, thou shelt be a
sherer in ell the good thet I heve, becsuse thou so
willingly didst beocome my companion”.

The Valley of Ilumilietion suits her gentle retiring
nature.

"Then seid Mercy “I think I em es well in this Velley,
28 I heve been anywherec else in 11 our journey; the
plece ﬁethinka, auite with my spirit. I lovﬂto be
in such pleces,where there is no rettling with coaches,
nor rumbiing with wheels, methinks nhsreone may without
much molestetion, be thiniking whet he is, whence he
ceme, what he hes done, and.to what the Xing has celled
hiad® b Kaa
The dangers of the way sre & grester trisl then they

sre to the more robust Christisna. When she comes to
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the House Beautiful,;he would willingly sojourn there’
the quiet happiness of her surroundings appeal to her;
and girlishly she begs Christiana to gtay there some
tine, if she is invited to do so.

Meroy “"Pray, 4f they invite us to stey a while, let us
willingly accept the proffer. I am the willinger to

stay awhile here to grow better acqueint-d with these
meids. Methinks Prudence, Piety, and Charity have very
comely and sober countenanoos:

Bhe is but young; and,in the Velley of the Shadow of
Death,she cannot forbear sighing for the pleasant places,
that they have left behind them.

The: gseid Merecy to Christisne "There is not such pleasant
being here as et the gate, or at the Interpreter's or

at the house where we lay lest, [éhe is elwsys full of [P/
synpathy towards those, who are in trouble; end spends her
leisure time in serving the poor.

"While they staid here, Mercy, &8 her ouston was, would

be meking coets end germents to give to the poor?

Eampg;gg "

In the seventeenth century psmphlets, serious or jooular,
seen to heve supplied the need,that is met st the present

dey by leeding newspeper erticles, or by verbel opntributiont
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Yo Punch. Just in the seme wey 6 as the twentieth century,
with ell its multif rious interests,finds time to
consider 2nd to remerk upon the doings of its women, 80
the seventeenth century,in the midst of ecclesiasticel
discussions, c¢ivil broils and struggles for freedom had
leisure to keep up a continual out-put of pemphlets upon
the menners of contemporary women.

Some of these pamphlete are intensely serious: they
were written by men, whose long experience of 1life,
had convinced them of the utter depravity and guile of
the Tfemale sex; they were intended by thelr suth rs to
be warnings to their younger and weaker brethren sgeinst
the soft sllurements of deceitful women. Others are

much milder in tone: some kindly serious persons,with

 the welfare of women 2t thelr heerts, undertocok to

cnide them for their feults,and to show them how to smend
their evil weys: eny woman,who is interested in the true
advencement of her sex must be ever gretefal to these
gentle reiormers. They were cereful not to hurt the
feelings of those,whom they took to task; end their
pemphlets often end with protestetions oI good will

towerde the whole Bex. The suthor of The Anatomy of
He ends

e Tomen's Tongue is one of theses kindly souls.
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his pemphlet with the following declaretion:

"Thus in five perte I do &ividekhe tongue;
And yet no civil women do I wrong;

Hor yet uncivil women cen Jeny

But that of them I spealk but sparingly;

for, I protest, I wish so well to ~11,

That I will never dip my pen in gell”
There is 2 third clsse of pemphlets, which are frenkly
Jocular; their authors have gathered together o1l the
well-imown jokes sbout women, some of which, if they
did not originate in the Gerden of Eden, must heve been
perpetrated just out side the getes;, snd have reteiled
them with such zdditionse, as their fency dietated,to their
emueed end delighted resders, who no doubt, in their
turn, expvloded them in the tsverns and coffee houses of the
day. In accordance with the custom of the sge a number
of these jokes sre grossly indecent; but meny of them
sre quite emusing.
Pemphlets were slso written in defence of the femele sex;
some gerious ones by women end others, evidently by men

under assumed namnes,

The greeter part of these writings, almost all of
ft‘l‘-\.'ﬂkﬂi as

them in feet, connot be selied literature: they have no

pretensions to style snd thelr metter is ~ften trifling.

l



146

They ere interesting, however, becsuse they bring the
every day liie of the century much nearer to us then

the work= of the greater suthors do. They ere most
naive documents: the esuthors take the resder into their
confidence in & truly delightful menner; and their cendour
ig most refreshing. So gredt wees the number of psmphlets
written upon this subject, thet it ie impossible to
consider 211 of them: we heve chosen those,that appeered
to us to be the moszt iInteresting.

It is with some surprise,that we turn to 2 pamphlet
on the subject of women's iniquity, written by the geniel
Dekker. "fhe Pschelor's Benquet, plessantly discoursing

he vetisble humours of Women, their quickness of wits
and unseercheble deceits” wes published in 1803. It is

written in Delklker's usuel neive style,without any

'bitterness. Tt trests of the different types of women,
lto waom the unwary bechelor mey fell a victim. "The
humour oi e young wife, new merried” is to be dressed
in fine epperel; and this she will obtein at any cest,

"and if 8t & feeet or some other gonssips's meeting, where-
unto she is invited", seys Deklter with e reelly wonderiul
insight into 2 woman's mind, "she see eny of the compeny
gaily attired for cost, or rsshion, or both, and chieTly
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the latter(for generslly women do affect novelties), she
forthwith moves 2 question in herself, why she algo should
not be in like gort =ttired, to hesve her gsrments cut efter
the new fasnion a8 well =8 the rest, end answers it with
e resolution, thet che will meke such choice thet when she
specks she will be sure to speed” After much difficulty

she obtaing new clothes from her husbsnd; but these do

not serve her long; for they become old feshioned in +thelir
turn; more new oneg must be bought, until, st length, she
ruins her husbend by her e;cbrsyagence.

Anothier feiling, incident to the female <=ex, 18 e
desire {oxr supi~necy. Dekikzer treate of this fault im ;
chapter on "The humour of a woman that strives to nmester
her huebend"™; nof wonen ig Iree fron this desire, he decleres;
it is "a generel imperfection of women, be they never 80
honest, never so kindly fed, snd have never €0 much wealth
end esse” They try verious waye to compass tieir desire;
snd the woman, who guoceeds,generally does 8o by being
" in odd contrery humours of purpose to keep her husbend
in continuel thought end care how to please her" Eﬂkd-:er N’
is most eloquent wlen iisecoureing upon "The humour of
e covetoius minded women:" we oon imegine .thet there would
be something peculierly distasteful to his easy, happy
neture in the extortionste rnd gresping demends of & wife,

who wes never satidried with whet sl_me posses_aed.
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So much in earnest is he, when discussing the h rror of
possessing such 2 wife, that he asbandons his nusuel
courtesy; and excleims in the margin "The devil teke hﬁril,
& sentiment probably confirmed by the pious "Amen" of those
of his reeders , who were thus afflicted.
"A Discourse on Marriege end Wiving snd How to choose

& good wife from & b%d" ieg & very mild pemphlet; hed its
precepts been put into prectice,there would certeinly
heve been less occagion for the reproosfs and chidings of
the other pasumphlets. The suthor begins by an account
of the institution of merrisge; and discourses lesrnedly
apon the excellency of the msrried state; then he proceeds
to peint out some of the migtakes, which were commonly mede
n his day,by young men, intent on choosing a wife.

"It is the Teshion much in use in these times", he decleres,
"to choose wlvee a8 Chapmen gell their weres with Quantum

debitis”
When he has given sufficient advice 28 to7the chéosing
of & wife, he gces on to tell how she should be treanted
after merriege; and we must admit thet his advice is
excellent. The wey for & msn to be heppy with his wife
"{s to sdorn her decently, not dotingly: thriftily not

leseiviously: to love her seriously not ceremoniously:

V. by Alex Nict‘-\.‘ta‘ @u.h\\sul'w\ 5.
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walk
to Wggk before her in good exemple (for otherwise how
canst thou require that of thy wife.thet thou art not,
wilt not be thyself)".

The year, which produced! this mild oretion, el
geve birth to & most virulent psmphlet by Joseph
Swetnem, & coniirmed women hster. The title of his
worlsr ie somawhet lengthy: "The erreignment of T.ewd,
idle, frowerd and inconstent women, or the venity of
them, choose you whether: With e commendetion of wise
virtuous end honest women". The suthor goee strai~ht
to the point: Le makes no spologles, no deleysy but
plunges into the heert of hie subject. He is snxious
not to leeve dndiscovered any crims,thet cen he leid
to the charge of the femole sex; thefefore he begins
with e considerstion of the firet womon, t the moment
of her crezlion:

"Moses describeth s women thus: At the first beginning
(seith ne) & women wee mede to be a Lelper unto men;
snd so they ere indeed, for she helpeth %o gpend end
consume thet whioch men painiully getteth. Agein,

in o menner, she wes no sooner nade but streight wey

her mind wee set upon mischief; Tfor by her espiring
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mind end wenton will she quickly procured men's fell;
end therefore over =ince they are =nd have been & woe unto
man, end follow the line of their first leader”

Having thus qﬁated fiis generasl position M7 Swetnem
descende to details. He discourses upon the meny

faults of women, - their deceit; for they ere "dissembling
in their deeds and in =1l their ections, subtle and
dengerous for men to deal withal,; their pride,their love

of dress, tl.eir "ripe wits end reedy tongues" - ; and ends
t..e chepter by saying,

"If God had not mesde them only to be e plegue to men,

lie would never have c¢alled them necessary evilsg, end 3&;2“v’
are they bettex?p ‘Eb ere ashemed to confess our ignorence;
but we cannot recollect the text, to which Mr Swetnom reofer
we wish that he had been more e . plicit. [&n the next \ %
chepter he treets of nerriesge. "He that merrieth a

wife matcheth himself into meny troubles” he decleres: amd
proceeds to describe the miseries, thet e merried men enduree
ile discusseg quite sensibly some of the evils of the
prevailing marriege systemn. There ocan be nothing

"put continuel strife end debate .......... when matches
ere mede by perents, end the dowry told =nd peid before

the young couple have eny knowledge of it; and so meny

— — — —
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times are forced sgeinst their minds, feering the rigor

and displeasure of their perents, they often pronise with
their mouths that which they may refuse with their hesrts®
He 18 willing to admit thet there ere some good women; but
they ere rare =xceptions:
"Yet I will not sey but amongst dust there is peerl found,
end in herd rocks dismonds of grest value, end so smongst
meny women there ere some good, 28 thet grecious end
glorious Queen of e£ll womankind the Virgin Mery

This pemphlet called forth & nunber of cnswers: we
can notice only one of them:"Esther heth heng'd Hemon" or
"An Anewer to & lewd Pemphlet entitled The Arraignment
of Women: With the arrsignment of lewd, idle, froward and
inconstant nen, and Musbands”. Tre writer,professedly a
woneh endesvours to prove that women ere superior to
men; she quotes Plato on the absence of distinction of
the sexes in soulsjend mentions illustrious women in
history; and remerks, with mush wisdom, thet women sometimes
eppear worse then men, when they ere not actuelly so wicked,
beocsuse many faults thet sre demning to & women are excused

in 2 man.

"If I do grent, thet women degenereting from the true end of
womenhood, prove the grestest offenders, yet in grenting
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thet I dothereby prove that women in their creation
ere the moet excellent crestures; for corruption,

boni pefsima, the best thing being corrupted proveth
the worst"

"

Hic Mulier or The Men—Womaﬁ was published in I820.

it i8 a tirade egeinet the dress and free menners of
the fashioneble women; and, we are inclined to think,
wes written by somneone with decided leenings towerds
Puritenisa. The euthor begins by steting,thst "since
the deye of Ajsm women were never g0 masculine®, neither
in dress, speech, nor action. He addresses those, whom
he wishes to reform, in quite 2 pugilistic menner.

"Come then, you masculine-women for you are my subject,
you heve mede edaniretion en esse, end fool'd him with
e deformity never before dreemed of, pnd heve made your-
selves strenger things then ever Noah's Ark unleded

or lile engendered”
He goes on to complein of

"the monstrousness of your deformity in apperel, ex-
chenging the modest sttire of the conmely Hood, Cawle
Coife, hendsome dressed Kerchief to the cloudy Ruifienly

broad-brimmed Het and wenton Teether"

Having used these means, he tries persussion and judicious

flattery.

1 Compare with Shakespeare Sonnet 94 = - |
D diames | Ll1l1es that Tester smell far worse than
weeds.

a . A“'ﬂ\imam'
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- "Remenber thet God in your first crestion did not form

yoﬁlslime end earth like men, but of e more pure and
refined metal; # substence much more worthy; you in
whom ere all the h=rmonies of life, the perfection of
Symmetry, the true end curious consent of the most
Teirest colours and the weelthy Gerdens, which fills
the world with livings Plents”.

The peamphlet ende by 2 werning to husbands end fethers.
not to ellow their wives end aﬁughters to follow the
new fashion of the Mesculine Women.

Whether we sgree,or not with 211 thet the suthor
of "Hic Mulier" soys, we are forced to edmit thet his
style i8 original and striking.

"uld Seck" or "The Apeolpgy of Ilic Mulij;' is
e curious Wndicetion of the fashioneble woman. The
suthor, who states thet she is s woman, pours scorn
upor the flettery of the writer of "iHic Mulier®;
chellenges him to bring forwerd the good women, whom he
praises; and frenkly ednits all the feulis leid to her
cherge.

vripst I do answer that those imputetions you do lag
egeingt me, ere the chief summum bonum, the most
honoureble ends, the only virtues I ein at. And
therefore no marvel although envied, it heth been 8o
e principio; for wiat greater glory osn come U0 the

1 Anonymous



154

mesculine women (as you term her) then to overrule her &

perents end husbend®.

Under the title of"Hsec Vir", she blames o number of men
engaged 1in different callings, emongst others the corrupt
Judge, the lying Lawyer, end the superstitious plotting
pepist end bloody Jesuit, and ozlle upon these to reform
thensel ves , before they find famlt with the women:; she bids
them that they fireset remove tliose misty clouds of derkness,
thet now overshedow their own sight, end then boldly
presume to clesr the eyes of others; thet thay'go before us
in embrecing of virtue end shunning of vice, and by good
educetion enter us in the peths of modesty from which
we ere now estrenged: and then (without doubt) we thet ere
the wesker Vessels (now only misled by the oversight of
cereless parents, or indulgence of eifeminate husbends are
let loose to all licentiousness) shall in o short time
cagt off 211 such deformities,” wherewith you now tex us."”
We h;va elreedy mentioned the gentleness of the
suthor of "The Anetomy of e Women's Tong%o? he displeys this
quelity €11 through his work. He is most anxious thet he
gshall not cheet the resder:

"But cest thine eye 2 little on the book:
Reed it quite o'er and surely thou wilt sey,
Thy money is well leld out, not cest awey"

1 By Richard Harper : published 1638
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His edvice to 2 new merried men is well worth queoting.

"Some men will beat their wives, but that's the way
To make them obstinete and go astrey;

OtherSno meens unto their wives =llow
And say thet 1s the wey to meke them bow”.

But our author uoces not sgree with these stringent messures;
he suggestes thet ais young iriend should"strive to overcome
her with kind speeches”. He describes how 2 women's
tongue_may be & medicine, & poison, e serpent, e fire, or

a thundar;‘and gives apposite illustrations in each cese.
One quotetion will be suffiecient. A huntsmen has a
shrewish wiies wheﬁ she spesks loudly to him, he blows his
horn; but then she spesks more loudly still. He goes to

e friend and enguires whet is louder then & horn; the
friend replies "Thuander”. The huntsmen returns home;

"But ell the way, he goes, he cries amelin
kyomen, telke in your sheets, 'tis like to rain;
For since it thundered, 'tis not yet %n hour,

And sfter thunder is ususlly & shower.
But when his wife did come to know of this

Her tongue did never zfter do emiss®
“The Women's Sherpe Revenge, performed by Mery
%

Tettlewell end Joan Hit-him-home, spinsters, "begins

in rether a foolish way by celling 1p the ghost of Tong

1 Published 1640
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Meg of Westminster to defenu her own sex in execrsble
verse. When Long Meg hes retired, however,the panphlet
descends to prose; cnd becomes quite sensible. It
stetes cleerly,whet were actuslly the chief evils in
the trestment of the seventeenth century woman. The
remarks on the education of woman are worth quoting.

"We are set only to the needle to prick our fingers;

or else to the wheel to spin & feir thresd for our

own undoings, or perchence to some more dirty and
debesed drudgery. ITf we be taught to reed, they

then confine us within the compess of our Mother tongue,
end thet limit we are not suffered to pess, or if
(which sometimes psppeneth) we be brought up to music,
to einging.enéd to dencing, it is not for any benefit
that thereby | we cen enzross unto oursgelves but for

their own ends .......} thus 1f we be weak by Neture tlpy

strive to meke us more week by our Nurture; and if in
degree of place low, they strive by their policy to
kKeep us more under”

Long broodings over their wrongs mey heve crused Lhese
honest ledies to be & little unjust; but nevertheless,
there is much truth in what they say. _

In the year 1643 was published " The Virgin's
Complaint”. It is one of 2 number of panphlets, which

desl with unchestity in women.

Others arc:-— Midwives' Petition 1643; City Dames Petition 1847
A Dialogue between Mistree Macquerella, Misstress SCOlopendra
and Mr Pimpinello 1650; The Crafty Whore 16582; The Ladies'
Remonstrance 1659; A Declaration of the Maids of the City of
T.ondon about 1660; The Women's Petition against Cg‘:"“qe’1574
Character of a Town Miss 1675.
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Henry lNevile was responsible for & nuaber of
pemphlets,which were doubtless amusing to seventesnth
century reeders: we miss the point of much of his work,
because the nemes =cnd incidents,to which he refers Lave
been forgotten, e delighted in picturing Perlioments
composed of women; and, while much of his work pertook of
the nature of the peapllets last mentionea, he ==
provided much legitimete amusement.

"Ihe Porlisment of Tedies" or "Divers remerkeble pesseges
of Ledies in Spring Gerden in Perliasment assgenbled" wee
published in 1647, It purporte to be & record of th
doings of the Women's Perliecment and of the ects,that

were passed by 1it. The following record is set down under
the heeding "Dies Veneris.8 Aprilis 1647"

"ilhie dey there wes e commotion in the house by reason

of = disorder in the City, occegioned by e rumour of
Doomsdey, which the people did belleve wes et hand ......
The forces of the City, under the commend of Moll Cut-
Purse end Mell Setren two very cble members, were
eppointed to guerd the houee, who being there pleoced
with pipes in both thelr Mouths, with fire snd smoke in
e very short time hed aimost choled both passage and

the pessengers”

Phis much hes been quoted es & gpecimen of Ilenry

Nevile's wit; we shell deel briefly with hie other
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penplilets, which are of e siniler charscter.

"The Ladies o second time egsembled in Perliement
hes but one interesting record; and thet is thet a lady
of the essembly objected to Beaumont and Flotcher's pley,
The Scornful Ledy; end desired to heve it suppressed.

"News from the New Exchenge" or "The Commonweelth of
Ladié%' declares the intention of the ledies of Eaglend
to esgert their own freadomstond to cest off the yolkes
of their husbands rule.

"Now or Never" states the seme determination on the
part of the citizen women. The declaretion is couclhed
in dignified phreseology.

. "It is not urimnown to 211 the world, how we have
been ,and still ere deprived of our Liberties,living in the
bonds of servitude emd in tlLe apprenticeship of slavery
(not for terms of yeers but during life); therefore we
held it not amies to assemble ourselves together in council
whereby we may find out & wey to rid ourselves and our
posterity after ue from these r'gyptien Teskmesters (men),
who by their bubtle policy still insult and domineer over
us, by meking us their drudges, their wills being e lew
we are forced to obey".

Speeches cere made by seversl members: e grave matron of

2 by Henry lievile; published 1650
3 Anonymous; published 1656
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the Assembly earns the appleuse of the House by her brief
but pithy oration.

"0f 211 creetures in the Creation, it is most fit thet
women should have the sovereignty; and I do verily

believe that the Divine Powere have ellotted it 80; but
thet men do hide and keep it from us."

The next pemphlet,worthy of consideration,is an
eleborate plece of fun, celculeted to produce roers of
laughter from the seventeenth century resders, and
cepable of raising 2 emnile even in these sirenuous days.
The title is = smell summary of the whole work: "The
Merried Men's Feest" or "The Benquet at Berneot being
an invitetion to =211 those merried persons, who are
Maegter over their wives, to a gre:st dinner provided et
Barnet, on Micheelmes dey next? Certein quelificetiones
are necessery to gein sdmittence to the feast; these
sre set forth in e curious medley of proﬁ% end verse;

end sre sunmed up in a2 short conclusion.

"In sum does she go et your commend, come 2t your cell
end be obedient to you in everything she is sppointed to

do.
ITf these things she perform (though you don't bast her)
‘YGt o'er your Wife we will conclude you Master"

The dishes to be partaxen of et the banquet, K ere described

1 Anonymous; published 1671
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in detail: two such desoriptions will serve es exemples of the
sunptuous fare provided for these valisnt men.
"A phoenix pie becruse rare men degerve rare meest, which is
to be mede Castle-wise, with & sprig of palm or lesurel on the
top of it,betokening victory.
'A dish of several sorts of Tongues, to signify thet,being
mesters of their wives' tongues,they mey freely eet upon sny
kind of meest without excepptions”

The author of "The Anstomy of Women, descoribed in Two
end Twenty seversl vices Alphabeticilly' seems8 to heve roemed

the Nniverse in search of crimes,sxnd to have gethered together

'all those thet he could find, and to heve attributed them to

1
‘wnmnn. Sometines he will edmit that men too sre guilty

%of these crimes, b1t never to such & great extent as women.
|
|

;”Many of both sexes of nmenkind heve been suificiently defamed

}therefore, but most especielly the femele, end of a certain,

After describing the horrors of averice, he goes on to say:

'the inclinetion of women is so strongly sweyed to . the

}ooveting of richeg, and greediness of wealth, thet we mey

?easily believe them to be the mogt avariclous crestures in

ithe world"”
Other eins thet he ettributes to long suffering women

|

i

'are envious rege, felse faith, gerrulity of tongue, --
L _ : |

1 Newly trenclsted out of the French into English by Mr
| Richerd Banohe; published 1873
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"§Bmen heve such propensity to talk thet the greatest 4
punishuwent they cen suffer, is hindering them from |
bebbling® -~ nmonstrous 1lies,snd: zeel of Jealousy. i
ATtver this denuncistion,which could soercely be more
thorough, the suthor bethinks himself thet he hes been |
e little too severe; and feering, perheps, & sharp =nswer |

to his psmphlet, he concludes with en spology.

"Do not believe ny Ladies, thet I designed this at

leisure times for eny displessure,received from anyone
in pertiocular of your sex; ...... .3 88 I heve composed

this alphebet in amendment of the bed, so it is ny
design to write your Elogies, to meke virtue increese el
in you more and more" [ﬁe cannot bat be grateful to ‘

the suthor for his kind intentions.

We cennot close the discussion of these pamphlets
in 2 more Titting way than by considering two serious
end rather lengthy work~ by Mery Astell. She was an
erdent reformer, who fully belleved in the equality of

the smexes; snd who zttempted to eweken the women oI her
time to 2 realisetion of their powers. Ier "Hessey in
Defence of the FemalteBex " sppeared in 1626. “The
Defence of omy Sex" she says in her preface "egeinst

so meny end so grest Wits &8 have 80O strongly atteck'd
it, mey Justly seem e tasiz too diffiocult Tor e women to

attenpt...... Throughﬁ9tho usurpetion oI mep, end the
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Tyrenny of Custom (here.in Fnglend especielly) there ere
at most but few, who are by Fducation, end scquired Wit,
or letters, sufficiently quelified for such en underteking”
She stetes her belier thet there is no distinction of the
sexes in souls; end that women heve as good natursl
ebilities e8 men; but these are industriously kept un-
cultiveted in women. Her remerks upon education ere

very sensible. She asttecke the system of education for

girls, which preveiled at her dey; and preises the study

 of domestic acocomplishments, provided thet they ere supple-

mented by more serious studies. She Justly ocompleins,

| thet the neme of leerning ié limited to meen & knowledge of

Letin end Greck; end pleads for a more generel treining
in~other branches of =study, such es Fnglish litereture,
philosophy and nethenatics. The pemphlet ends with e
congideretion of the vicee of men; it is evident  That

Mery Astell wes ag-much a men-heter, &8 Joseph Swetnem

‘was & women-hater: it is e pity; for she hied meny noble

icdeas; but little good cen be done by enyone, who heas
lost feith in half of humenity. "A Serious Proposal to
the Tedies", which wes published in the fdllowing yeer, 18
even more interesting, because in it she ettecks the

chief follies of the lster seventeenth century woman.



163

Her design wes to establish a Protestent Nunnery, where
women could pess thelr deys in religious meditstion,end in
improving their minds,by a study of philosophy aangther
more serious brenches of lezrning. Pert of the country
took alerm at the proposal, thinking that it sevoured of
Popery, =znd took 211 nmeesureg possible to prevent it being
put into'practice; the rest of the nation concurred in
leughing at it; end so it csme to naught. The motive, thet
inspired the idee wes certeinly e good one. Mery Astell,
eddressing her own sex, decleres that the design ol the
proposal is

"$o improve yoir cherms, end heighten your velue, by suifering
you nc longer to be cheep and contemptible. Its =im is

to fix thet Beauty, to meke it lesting snd permenent, which
nature with sll her helps of srt, cennot secure, end to
place it out of the reech of sicknesg snd old ege;, by trens-
Terring it from a corruptible Body to en immortel mind:

She decleres that ignorance is the ééuse of nearly all
feminine failings; and blemes men for refusing to extend
their superior edvanteges of greeter lknowledge snd greater
freedom to women. Then ghe eppeels to the womnen themselves
and begsthem to lay sside thelr venities, and worthless

occupetions for the pursuit of nobler end higher things.
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"For sheme let's abendon thet old, and therefore one
would think, unfashionable employment of pursuing Butter-
flies =nd Trifies! No longer drudge on in the dull beat;n
r?ed of Vanity eand Folly,which so meny have gone before
ug, but dere to bresk the encheanted circle thet custom
has plec'd us in, and scorn the vulger wey of imiteting
all the Impertinencies of our Neighbours. Let us pride
ourselves in something ﬁore excellent then the invention

| of a feshion, end not entertein such e degreding thought
of our own worth, &8s to imesgine thet our Bouls were given

ue only for the service of oru Todies, and thet the best

iaprovement we cen make of these is to attresct the eyes

of men. We velue them too much end ourselves too little
i we piaoe eny pertc of our desert in their opinion, and
don't think ourselves cepable of nobler things then

“the pitiful conquest of some worthless heert”

E To-dey Mery Astell is neglected almost forgotten; but
these two works of hers, epert from some slight Ilaws

. in style, are well end eernestly writteniand ebound with

| commonsense; if she is sometimes unjust to men, she is

but following the exesmple,that & number of them set,

by being unjust to women.






