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FPOREWARD

tiseesnssnsnses
No attempt is made in the following pages tvo give
anything like an adequate account of the whole gf Browningt
philosophy of love, or of its relation Lo hmowiedge.
Very little refovence has been made to the work of
the posth later yzars, in spite of the fact that much of
itveaTly concerns this particular subject, or such
vosms as Fifing at the Falx and A_&M.W:
though they-make may 8z2% to prove by loglcal argugment
the triumph of love over "mowledge, arz by very rsason
of their philosophical and argurentative character,
soéewhat unpoeﬁical in qualitye.
The writer has sndsavoursd to sst forth to some
extent how Browning,as a poal, trsated a subjeol which
he later discusses as a loglcian; and thersfore, with dhe
excapti Fo¥ two preliminary chapters, and for purposes

of further illustration, has confined nev atiention
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solely to those vears of Browning's life, which secmed

t0o hore to have borne the richesi poetiocal Ifrulis,-—

i ;

and in particular, to the
-den_end lomeld., as it originally appearsd,
/
cronaigted of fifty poems, with an spilogue dedicating
ther all to his wife, In these volumes '"Browning
roach>d the surmit of his gonius; for readily as it may
be sdritted that sore of the poems in Orsmatis l'ergonsa
£33 wouvs of the books of The Rine and the DBogik, renk
Il
witbh the best of them, yet they do not surpass thom,
Th:r2 avre Some twelve or fiftezn nesterpiecoss with all
Browming's charactoriatic excellences, and faw or none of
his characteristic defectss and thc remaining poems Lform
& vorlthy ascompaniment to them, Alwmost all those Lo
which a dofinite date of ocomposition can De assig,ned,oelong
+0 the v2ars 1850-188656; +they are the fruit of his

(1)

parriage and of Italy, "

(1) Xenyon, G.F,, Intro: to Centen: Ed: ol Bg's poems.
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They are dramatioc pictures of life, illustrat;ng
continually, and with extraordinary veriely, the part
play=2d in our lives by lovs and ‘mowladge.

Of the fifty-one poems which constitute thsse volumes
twenty-six bear alwost ontirely on the waln theme of this
essays; while thirtesn nore, in varyving dzgress, conuribDe
uts to it 2ither direotly or indirsoctly.

The remaining twelve poems are mostly vory shord;
sona ars just charming tvifles,~ the only ore coif any conside
-erable length or imrzortance being CGhilde Roland Lo thde
Daxrk Towexr Camc.

Of the second of thsse threes groups -~ those having
partial refarence to the subject of thia essay- mertion
has been made only of those poems. or parts of poems,
which have a really vital connection with the subdject,

The bearing of such peoems,for instance, as A A Praity

Yoman o . or A Serenads at fbe Villa , seems so trifling

1

as soarcely to warrant a refersenca,
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CHAPTER 1,

Browning's unity of thought - his optimistic view of

life eontrasted with the comparatively pessimistic outlook

of Carlyle, M, Arnold, and Tennyson,
——————————————t——

It ia no exaggrration to say that of all our great
English posts, Robert Browning bas the greates. claim to
ths title of philosopher as well as poet, It is true £hﬂt
¥oast of our poets have trizd in some degree to solve the
nany nroblems of existence, Some have held such a
solution as the coal of thsir.life's work, Dbubt not one
of them has aoﬁieved so great a unity of thought as
Browning.

s indeed, on occasion, appaared before the world
as philosopher,armn2d with proofs against any assault
which might be madé on his theories of»lifa - r2ady to
argue with logleal pracision on their b2half, Hany of

his later pooms are merely philosophical disguisitions

in verse, and much of #aracelsus and Sordello is vitiat:d

a—r———_sa.

by the same argumantative tendanoy,



Durtng the middle p3riod of his crr2or,howsver,h2 as vary

rarely marly a philosopher. In the Men and Vomen volum38 ol

_1866 though hs arrived at th3 same conclusions as in his earlisy

and later work, h» reached tham by a diffzrent road - if inde=d

he san be sald to have r2achad them by a road at all, For in

thess pooms, mor2e than in his earlisr or later work, > s22us

to have be?n grantsd an immediate vision of tnosﬁtrutns vinich

elsswhere h2 sought to attain by process of hard thinking,
Whether the regult was ashiaved by poetic inspliration or

1ggical invesatigation, th2 important thing to resalise is,

that 1t is the same in 2ither cass, The truths which al on=
tim2 he saw a3 poet, were lLhs same as those which on othsr
occasions h> “as prapar2d to t2st as philosophsr and thinker,
This great unity of thought was at thzs same t;me
consistent with , and p rhaps depsndent on, a variaty almost
as reﬁafkable. - For Browning, having arrived at cgmtain
theorias, proce=sded forthwith to test their truth, e was

anough of a philosophar to se> cloarly, that il, throughout



the whole range of experience he could rind one

faol ultimately irreconcilable with his hypothesis,

that hypothesis had failed.
Thus it happens that the bulk of his
poetic output can be considered as an investigation
of life undertaken in order to prove the validity
of a philosophical theory. When the poet seems
most oconcerned with individuals he is in reality
.most universal. He must search all kinds of
experience in his quest for truth.
Interested in men of all ages, of all
opinions and nationalities, versed in most sciences
and arts, he could not but cover in his writings
& vast field of human experience. Culling examples
from Ancient Greece, Palestine just after the time
of Christ, Italy in the middle ages, Italy and
England of today, he wrote with equal zest of paint-—

-ing and nusic, of spiritualism and Biblical history,



of criminals'anﬂ dignitari~s o th2 shursh, and above
all of the ovlinery m'n and woren he w't in the strests of
London and Faris, or in th2 qui2zt ccuntry lenzs,

In his vary {irst work, publish>d abt th2? agz of
tuamby, apipsarad, som#whét incoh2r2antly 3xprassed, that
thaory of life which was to b2 his constant theme until
h2 diad, an o0ld man of naarly sighty yoars., Unlike
most vouthful poets, Browning, 2v:n at that early age,

was not tos32d about by 2very wave of spiritual influence

which broke upon him, He se3ms when he wrote Pauline

to have mads s2rious and thoughtful investigation of the
probloms of 3xistence, and to have arrived at osritain
conglusions vhich séemed o hir satisfactory. By tbgse
hs chos? to stand,though by no wsans in gui2scent acoepe
~tation, for ths remaindér of his long 1lif2, untroubled,
or at least unshakesn, by those storms of cantrovérsy
whish raged about his head, ani which razduced other

Hoets and thinkers with idsals psrhaps as high as his



own to doubt and aven to confusion,

Three great writers conterorary with Browning
differ from him in varying dogrees in respsct to their
attiﬁude towards the problems of life,

Carlyle with his watchword € Truth ! though

{1)
the Heavens crush m2 for following her ® reflecta in his
books the social, spiritual and int2llsctual confusion
of his age. 2 was imbued w«ith th2 conviction thal man
was a spiritual boing, consumed with aqﬁneffectual but
unconcuerabls d=sirs for the infinite, and burdsnzsd with
responsibilities towards his fellows, Bult he was unable
to realise, that this desire for infinity and this sense
of responsibility ars in truth man's noblest possessiyns,
the very Godhead revealsd in him,
Hz firmly belisved that Right is .ight,and

that @ood ultimately mush pravail; out he felt that éod

Himself had veiled His Face, and that man was d23tined to

(1)

pege 131 vol .1, Carlyle,



work for ever lLowards a goal st by anothsr Will
than his own, iz was obsessed by his own

insignificance, In Saxrtor Desartus  he says

"We are- we kmow vhat; -~ light— sparkles floating in
| (1)
.tfne a’)tnEr Qf D@itY! " LR BN B BF BN B I LY B B BN EK BN IR N IR R S A YR B
" Thousands of huran ganerations, all as ncisy as
our own, have besn swallowzd up by Tire, and bther?
r3mains no wrack of Lhem any TOoTS] ceeceess ... .ahaw?
‘what is this paltry little iog- cags o an Earth;...."(@
But he is not always so gloowy =+ this,
Brzsaking in orn all his Jessimism, couss the thought
that this Nature, and this llan are _:rhaps the very
. (3)
" living visiblz CGoarment of God: ™ and that
\“- R . .
the "Tniverse is “% not dead and demoniacal, a
charnel-houss with spectras,but Godlire, and oy

(4)

Fathzr's ¥,

(1) Page 43 Vol.l. Tarlyle. (&) ~age 43 vol,1, Carlyle
(2) Pp. 145-8 Vol,1, ® (4) ™ 1so o @ "



“91lowing en so comforting a thought, his goul s-28 humeniuy

ir a truer iight. It 18 an obj2ct now for an inf.nitc 1ity.

Man is his suffering brobhzr,. Thus is establisBcd an

indissoluble bond and 2ach ran becomes his brother's K22DseT.
[}

No longer must we s21lfishly sezX our own ha-iness. ' On the

roaring billows of Tiwe thou &arb not =snguli=2d,but ocorne

aloft into the azure of Tizrnity. ILove not pirasure, love God.

Thre Carlvls his stunbled on st loast part of Luo
trubth v ni~h upheld Srewning himssif, Bubt h» does not ,
having found 1t, *%~2» stIady hold, Continually i® r2v:ris
+o his former ci— of dessair, and olten his consciousn=ss

of thin brotu2rhood of wan merely awaxes n him & Jdze =T

et
—
jo
)
]
o
eie
-

Though at ~n2 bizz b can write of™bhiz feir univorse" as-

"indsed the stavr—icrod City of ~od"  thr upl 2very Living soul

of “wiiich bears " the glory of a present God", at others

aver the love of Cod is for hirm 1ituls wmore thes a piind

forece Tighting a batitlizs for geod of whizh the rosult is

— e eI i

(1) ocacz 188 Vol 1, Cuxlyle,



preordainzd; while mankind are then regarded as

" a thousand million ghosts walking the Farth at

noontide; " and the Farth itself becomes but " a film;

it oracks in twain, and warrior and war-horaz sink

beyond plummet'*s sounding .....

vesee. & little while ago, they were not; a little while,
(1)

and they ars not, their very ashes arc not; "

The postry of sdatthew Arnold echoes the cry of
despair which walls thyough Sartar Resartus, iz too
jespise?z; the barron opbtirisbic sophistries of confovtable
moles, " 5 hed littlie of Carlyle's mysticism, To bim
it was diffi-~ult to imagine tice and space &8 wore illusions;

ard bhe man as a shadow in a shadow-syster,

" This strangs disease of rodswn life )
(3
With its sick hurry,its dividad aims, ®

anvelop24 him and often thrsaten=zd to stifle hi ., so i,

——— - e - R P

(1) Prage 21, Vol., 1, Carlyle,
(2) To a Republican Frigrd (Soanel)
(3) The ssholar-Gipsy. Stanza xxi,



He‘loved to pilcture life as a voyage ovar" an
unrzcognisable aza", over which we sall by nigbt
ancorpasadd in a dartmess so thick that 2ach of us
astandg ublerly alané. 72 lnow nothing of the inner life
of othsrs, Ocarcaly do we Lnow our own,

Lize Carlyle,ii. Arnold rscognised the desire for
infinity which le:48 nan to become little more than ™ an
aimla2ss unallay'd Desire." - Thoughts lignt pis
apifit‘only to hurry by, powsrs stir within him only
to disaprzar. He wandsrs on zarth groping for he knows
not what,

But lixe Carlyle, h2 too falled to aes that
the very seana2 of the iInadeqguacy of human life ig_tne
rost hopeful thing aboub it; that ™ tho shreds of gifta”
granted us im-ly that they are part of a whole which

existgéomewhere; that man's very fesling that within

him there is some inner 1ife which rarely, if over,

reach2s bths surfaoce, ia the guarantes that this 172
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on 2arth has its ocomplete fulfilment i~ another
3
axigtennce,
" Thus * his s=d luecidity of soul * only
s2rved to make hin fez:l lifes.
" With larg? wveosults gso littlz rife
Thbugh bearable,s2em hardly worth

(1%
This pomp of worlds,this pain of birth."

ature with its solsmmn hills, its incessantly falling
streams, its lonely sky, has bsaubty; ovut its loveliness
is cdid; the Heavsns roll on calm and unpéssiunate
in their ateady p-rforrance of duty. Uiz utmost he asks
for man is that he too may attain to thes same calm
endurannce,

M.immold,as ha himas:1lf wrote of Sophgcles,

| (2)

would"see life steadily, and se> it whole", bub
though he saw it steadily he did not sucoeed in g22ing
it wﬁole. Hs sabt apart irn gloom, having insight only

intoc the 9vil of the time.

—. - ot 44 S, 1 1

‘('1) W lin2s 261~ 3

(28) " To a Friend" ( Sonneto).v
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Tvil undoubtedly was there Lo be seen, Jut
good was =lso prosent in still greater degre.. It
was a %ime of unrest and stress, when unseah forégs VBT
working confusedly together, What the final r@sult.
of it would be , 1t was not giver to .. srneld to
know- nor 1nde;ﬁ to any one zlgse; for life in the last
half of the ninét@entn century, chaotic though it
s2rmed to men of thougnt,pre§ented few groblems
corrpared with those whieh the twentieth asks us to solwvs
and we arsz atill in the full force of tihe hurly-burly
which has grown sbegdily royre violent with the years,

Like Carlyle, and Br?wning hivsz1f i, Arﬁold
was a fighter, But while Carlyle in nis gloomizst
rormznts was upheld by a firm belief in the ulbtimate
triumph of @ood, though it was not given to nim

'

. ) .
wo 823 1t, Awmnolds Latlie was fought with an ubtier

absence of Joy, and the ecurage only of usspalr,
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Turning for a morcnt to Tennyson wa find
that his position stends midway betwecn the pescimism
of Carlyle and Arnold and the Joyous optimism of Brown-
-inga.

Living in closge relation with the othcr thres
n@n)the sane prablemn@resanﬁed thepeelves; and he wet
then with squal dstorminelicon Lo reach the truth,

The new movemsnts of science and criticism which so
dezzly disturbed men such as Arncid and Claugﬁ;b@aeb
ﬁgg@ too; bub wneéeas they could see 1o way out,
Teanyson impabilently thruat his way thirocugh at cach
onsat, soretinmes witn shub syes asd if he dared nobt
looxz faocts fairly ia tue face, He seena %0 Lave
ban afreld to douot,~ Lo have clung despﬁrately to
the belief that ™ sonehow %QOd wiil bz bthe final goal
of ill", and in his old age’ne achisved if hot the

joy of complete victory, at lzast its peace,
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Browning, the lea®t subiceotive cof Joets, who could
forget his own personality in love and sympathy with
nis fellows, formed & trucr opinion of life than any
of the above-uentioned, He look=d out on the world
of wen, and like i, Armol@,hs gaw that evil was rife
evérywnere; he did wore, for he went down and confronted
avil in its own den, daring it to show itsslf in all
its hatefulness:and he came back, not with a tale of
woe, and a gsorrowful face, but with a glad laugh of
concuest and a promise of good hspé,boldly agsgerting
that evil 1is nought and that all is well with the world,
" He céuld see the reflection of the sun in every

(1)
foul puddle™, ®This world's no blot for us"™ he pro-

-claims in Pra Lippo Lippilm,

" Tt means intensely and means good™, whils in
the words of the mother of Saul he says -

"I have lived, seen God's hand thro' a life time,

and all was for % best ..... "

(1) rage 29. A.Symons (Introd: to study o: Bg.)



14

Browning,unliks Arnold and Tennyson,loved uhc
atrife and the bustle, and refused to flee from it;
for he belisved that the strife is the thing which

matters moat, We must

4 -welcome each rebuff
That turns earth'a smoothness vough,
Fach sting thalt bids nor sit nor stand bubl go!
Be our joys three-parts'pain!
prive,and hold cheap the straing (é)"

Learn,nor account the pang,dare,nsver grudge the throe!
Yet Browning was very far frow loving ovil for
its own sake,

* Why r.ushed the discords in vubt that the naf&ony (1)
should be prizedl"™

esss " On tie earth the broken aré; in the heaven:

' a perfect vround, " (2)
" The moral life of man,as he sees it,is a strusgle
with =2vil,a movement through error towards a tighoast

good™ (3)

2 @ 0 9" 0 poBG"H

(1 Abt Vogler, “tanza x1. (4.) Raty B‘ln,ﬂﬁ-&s‘d‘: vi.
(2 Ab%t Vogler " ix )
(3) Browning as a Phil: and Relig: Teacher (Pagc 1656)-10
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SCHAPTER =~ 2.

S uree 6f Erowning's Dptimismp Significance of iove-
theofy of supremasy of love over knowledge-~ relation of
1ovevto knowladge worked out in Larsacelsus ~brizsf survey
of the theory, in subsequent woris until 1855,

The seoret of Browning's indomiteble optimism,
his solution of all the difficulties and anomalies
of life, can be summed up in one‘wurd- love,
The well-WedW adage- often applisd so frivolously- that it
is love which makes the workd go round, aciuires a desper
and more épiritual neaning to the thoughtful riader of
Browning's joetry.

Through his long life he consistently 2ndeavoursc

10 pierce through external phenomena and reach some abiding
reality~ some unifying and spiritual principlc wiich must
underlie the flux of circumstances; if life is uo be
anything rore than a chaos of unmeaning sensations,

Farly in 1life he decided what he conceived that universal
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principle to be, I.ove alone, I2 thought,wsolves that
apparant contradioction between morality acd religion,
wﬂ;éh Tor ag:cs h=a owbarrasssd the workd . It ia osobth

‘the aubstonss of life, and its end; it is tie divine spark

Th
-/

 which préves a man™ a god though in the germ". BSrowning
-goos farther than oilg he dares to say that
" The loving worm beneeth its8 clcd

(2)

Is diviner than a loveless God,"”
*

Since CGod is identifisd with love,wan in

80 far =3 he¢ loves is wore divine than the Deity itself,
But God 1a DLiove , and or that foundation he built his
hope, God's revelation of ﬁimself through Ube incaimation
and atoninrg self-sacrifice of His Son,beceme in
consequence the osaence of his religious faith,

Se many piiloaepﬂer&, poets, and preachers,
from the time of Plato to the orescnt day, have wrisd to
define love in so wany va%dous ways)tnat Yo add in this

little escay anothcr to the aiready btootnurorous derinitions
(1) “Rabbi Len Fara., “tanza x1ii. T
(2) Christuas Bve, oW,

v e -
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would e both superfluous and presumptuous, “et, winece

love nolds'so.vital & place in Cvowning's philosophy

of life, it i3 esscnoial Lo realise at tvhe cubaet the
gxaoct significance he himself attaohed to a word wiich

is used in oxdinary convarsation nowadays with half a dozen
differing shadea of meaning.

Whatever it way be to the ordinary man in the
atreet, to Browming it was the pernanent unity underlving
phe uanifold changing variety of circumstance, To him
it was nou a mere emotion, bul the bond of union betweeh
mdﬁ and his #Maker, It is God working in the world;a
Crgator manifesting itself through the medium of Power
and , Knowledge in successive forms of Joy, Beauty, and
Goodheas,

The very universe itself,Browning bclieved to
be butibhe gigantic offspring of the infinite love of God,
s creatied the world in the Jjoy of love, and he created

it on & rational plan, iden builds up a moral world to
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13ad him back to Cod's love; and he toc builds on a reason-
~able basis. Taus love and roason ar: ocobh pcinal HOWSrs
reciprocally sliing Lo cach other's strengbh. Yozsther
they ar: 1ifting wan out ol the isolation and chaos of pis
own individual iﬁstincts and egoism Lo rsuborship of a
gread spiritual Xingdom oi which God is the Head,

The untutared savage has but a 4din cor@epuion
of;love. The ncarest he approaches o it ias in sex
aﬁbractian and'tne fiorce protective instinct of the
barberian uwotier for her child, A3 his meantal oubloox
‘1s\en1arged, g0 his conception of love begins to include
suqh emelidm® as frisndship, loyalty and self-sacrifice.
So kﬁgﬁledge aléo, seginning vith concrete eXperiencegiand

pagscs througn stage

devoted Lo purely szlfish =nds,
after stage,from mere isolated facts to the fundamental
truths vhich gevern’tnem.
from the beginning, love and xmnowledge have

gone hand in hand, The wider & wan's mental horizon
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the greater becomes his napacity +Jor love., Tuis isvtrae
for the race however it may sest to we welied in individual
casss, The idag?&f a vorld united in a universal
brotherhood is the product ol twanbty centuries of
continﬁous intellectual enlightenment, as well as of
Christ's doctrine of love,

But Browning 4id not conceive of their continuing
all the way together. There couwes a time wien love shoota
on alilead leaving knowle ige far oehind, Intellectual
knowledge can only be partial opecause our nind is an
instrurnent =nd can give us information meirzly about things
whioh can ve divided and analysed, HXnowledge is finite,
and at best only relabivé. sutb love can veach cul bzyond
the fiﬁite to the infinite. It can penetrate Lehind
the maferial world to the bsmificent puxpésa of God,

It alone is wiadom. Lot until knowlesdge has merged itself
in love can it too transcend ithe limits of bhe finite
world amni behold in all its beauty the Beatific ¥ision

of God Fimselfl revealed as Love incarnate.
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rore apparent Lo Jromiing is cewilest 1n his .osus,
frow _laracelaua., whire whe coctrine 18 fivsy oliurly
outlined, vhrough ali Lis worlk, to the last croup oL
poems, which L2nd at Liw:s Lo dDocome Lows phiilosophinal

disguisitions on this very suo col.

Though Browning, ab tis tinc when oo avote

Paracelsus , Tully realis=ad. that love was thz wost
gignificant thing in lifs, it did neot y= tvarl for
-

him, as it did in nis later ;-ars, the value of
rnowledge. In this earliy poem, thouagh uvlticately the
victory li=zs with love, it is obvious thal the pooh
has nearty syvmpathy vitn Peracelsus bhrougiioat i wlhioig
ol his wvain cucocst for “nowle.ipe,

Prom cinildhood sorxracelsus has becn os38es8s8cd

~

" o et e K g v ) -~ 1
eee-es DO zompezitznd bR WOTHS 0L UT .4,
And God himsely, =nd all God's uiLEroouarse

ith the human oinds" (1)

(1)

Pag? . .2?:’. .VQl - .l c- JBTA"WN 'NCJI{) paemg
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Trom the outeet,howrver, it is Jostus,
thz bhuwdle viend, wie loves ruch, WhO is ncarcr the
vrutli,
"Were I slect 1like you,"™ he says .~
“i covld eneirsle me vith “ove, and ralise

4 rampart of wmy follows; it should szem

Impossible for me to fall,so watched
, o (1)fa3-
By .gentls friends whe reds my ocause thair own",

But Paracelsus, with sublime =self-confidsnce,

thinka he 48 811 onfficient in himself, and seis

After the lapse of a sorsijcrvable number
of ysars,left &n oldygrey hairrd man from whom all
the vigoeur. and Jjoy ol vouth has Il2d, he aegins for
the first %ims to vonder il he has™nistaken the wild

£ his brzast and to vrogrst biae bime

(1) Page 235 Vol 1 lSmmaaaaih Poermo.

(2) " 30 = 1 " “
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" Whnen yst this wolfiash hunger after ¥mowladg2
“at not reworselsssly love's claim aside®™ (1)

In the midst of this despondancy thare avters ..rils

" who would love infinitely and be loved” (2)
Paracelsus7in whos2 mind the n2cessity of love is only
just beginning to 4dawn, 2xults over this " poor slave"
for setting such stors on whal h2 hims:z21f has deliperate-
~ly shut out from life, IHis triumph,howaver, is short-
~lived; for Aprile, after rvecounting the aspiration whic
he haa gver held bsfor: his eyes,’cancludes by telling
how he has prayed God " to maxe wore lovalinzas™ Jor him
® and for mankind®, or to take him to Himas3lrf,

*Bternal, infinite love", Then turning abruptly to

Parascelsus hs aays
" If thou hast - wmabr
Conoeived this righty alm,this full d:sirve,
ees +isr..-. sses -weseaess LBOU ATL

No 7ing of wine.”™ (3)

o e e+ P,

P&ge .29. Vol 1,
" 32, Vol 1,
" 34, Vol 1,

P, Py, oy,
Gl 00 =2
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Somewhere in the brzzs8t of Faracelsus a
bolt is shot back, and weaping,he cries sloud-

¥ Tove me hencelorth, Aprile, while I l=arm
To love; and merciful God, forgive us both!
Tie wake alb 1anﬁhh from weary drzamss bub both
Have slept in falry- land.............. ...

A
- - O

I too, have sought to_kpow as thou to love-
(1)
Fxcluding love as thou refusedst kmowledge," <

Then with renewed hope,turning toc the

-~

dving Aprile, he rallies him thus,
"Die not, Aprile, wo must never part,
Ar: we not halvss of one dissevared world,
Whom this strange chance unites once wore?
Part? never!
Till thou, ths lover, kmow; and I the imower,

Love-~ until both are saved,"(2)

(1Y) Page 36, Vol .1,
(2) " =8 " ele
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But salvation is not yet., Aprile dies, and
Paraqelsus is left to continue his quest alone,
The sudden revelation, though it is not without 1its
affect, do2s not transform Paracelsus into an
Aprile, He realiseg now that he will naver
attaln his end unless he ocalls love to his assistance,
but he is not the man to feed on love and beauty

. ;

for their own sake; thev are still merely mwesans to
an end- and that end is atill kmowledge,

In conseqguence, the rest of his life consists
of a constant scries of disillusionments and a
steady deterioration of his high aim, Nob t1l1ll he
lies on his deathbed, is the recason of his failu?e
revealed in full to his spirit. Then, at length,
all is mads clear, and in his last wonderful speech~

wherein it sesms apparent that Browning himself is

gurely spsaking within hims- he confesscg -
" One Sin -
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Had spottzd my car:sr fvro. its uprise,

I saw }Lprile..............

I learned my own de>p ervor; love's undoing

Taught me the work of love in man's eatate,

And what proportion love should hold with power

In his right constitution; love praceding

Powor, and with much power, always much more lovej..
Regard me, and the poet dead long ago

Who once loved yashly; and shape forth a third,

And better-tempered spirit, warm=d by boths " (1)

God's power nmanifested in love and
knowledge is aset forth in plain terms as the
principle which makes for unity in the world,
It would seem from the closing lines ofvw,
t.hat love and knowlsdge were wo equally valuable
halves in one complete whole, But though this is
undoubtedly what the poet meant to teaoh here,that
he does not, in his h2art, really believe them to

be quite of equal value, is hinted from ‘oimé to ‘bime

—— SR J—

(1) Pages 71~ 72 Vol, 1,
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in the poem itself, in such lines ag -

mssacead s all love renders wiase
In its degree; ..... " (1) or again,
" God! Thou art Love! I build my faith on uhatl (2)

‘;;“bgué 15@#;;;;;;;w;§d with Love rather than with
Enowlodge, and intimating bhat Love carrics Knowladge
~along with it, Browning was taking the first step
towards the ievelopment in his later years, of an
;gnosticism which made his very optirism sclf-
-contradict&gﬁ. Por the theory of the failure
of xnowledge , which he came afterwards to adopte- zr-—
~napg too 2asily following popular thought- was
fundamentally inconsistent with his strong conviction
that " all’'s vwight with the world® snd that manking
is progressing through ever highs® moral plancs,

In IaraceBsua,. the poet is thus nearer to the

expression of a consistent philosophy than in the

work of his latest vears,

() Fage 48 Vol .1,
(2 " 81 " I I
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Sordelle, . published five yoars later,may be
r?garded from the aspeci of philosophy &s wore O lass
a veplica of the earlier poem; though alrzady a tendsncy
is shown to attach supreme value to 1ove and conseguently
to give mowlaige a seoond place at besb,

_Pippa I'aasssia Browning's nsxt considerable
poen might be demgeribed as a dracavie representation of
ths various. 2motions to which the word ‘love' is loosely
applisd - from the hectic _assion of Ottlima, through
the putriotism of Taigi o Pippgé lovz of humanity and
fiﬁally of God,

Pippa would be each of the lovers in turne
~-" the happiest four in Asolo.”" Sirst she would be
Ottime; but turns from the dishonssty of the latter’'s
love'to bhs_supposed maijen purity of FPhene, ‘Then
remembering thau earthly.love is transient,she would
fain be Lu1g1) " gaie ad in a chain" in his sother's

~rotective tendernssa, But even that is nol perfect,
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There is & " best love of all"- the love of CGod.
"o she will be Honsignor "™ that holy and p2lovad
prieast™,

The four debachzd socores with their disclosur:as
of th> wrong and 2vil lurking within these falr~se=ming -
shows, oclearly prove Pippa in her purs 1av§ of God and
Turapnity infinitely Tar above th2 others in spite of
her ignorance and simplicity,

The dramas of the next few years continue the same
theme, Such a ercation as Gusndolen in the RBlot on the
'Soutcheen  is"the incarnation of high~nearted feminine
comronsense, of clear insight into the truth of things,
born of the power ofg love in her." (1) while Cgolombe's
Birthday 1is Jjust another atory of the supremacy of
love; Colombe neraclf trusting in love ag tge one worthy
th#ng in the world wo oring her out of the whirlpool

of affairs and love unshipwracked and unstained,

8¥a.. published

(1)

Browninege Stopford Brooke., Fogz 333,
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in 1850, Browning returns once more 1O the abstractl
discussion of the theory of the supremasy of love

over mowledge, It is too long and abatraot a poem U0
disocuas here'tn any detail; oubt since iﬁﬂ subjzot bears
7closely on the main theme of this sssay it must not be
passed over enbirely without comment.

In Chyristoag Sve tw; types of Christimnity
Jiffering widsly Irom each other are asst forth,
irat, there is the sordid vulgarity of Zion Chapel,
with its abtmosphere of wot umbrellas, poverty and
swpidity'. Then the scene is changed to St, Peter's
Rowc, where worship 1is elesed clothed in sensuous
beauﬁ&.

?hgse two tiypcs, SO different.in outward Iform
are both satisfactory in so far as they show forth
love and faith, Ieither type sets oub to sabtisfy the
intelleot; that is done in the lecture room of a

rationalistio German professor, who scits forth =
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Christianity bereft of faith and devoid of love but ‘
eminently reasonable and }ogicel,

The dissenter poisons the atmosphere of
religion with vulgarity, the Pepist with ceremony and

A
incense, But the Retionalist simply exhausts its
atmosphere, leaving no air for poison or anything else,

He denies the divinity of Ghrist)yet
acknowledges that He possessed & marvellous power over
the world. What then constituted that powexrt Was
it his intellect? No! for he only repeated what others
had already taught, Was it its geodness? Surely not! for
how can the mere possession of goodness warrant a claim
to world-dominion?

What distinguished Christ was that he could
furnish & motive for practising what was already known.
Thils was the God-function in him, He did not say "Beliew
in Justice,Truth ete:- but "Believe in Me" and men

did believe in Him,

Thus the lecturer's position is absurd,
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He disrobes Christ of all that constitutes His title
to r verence and adwiratiom, aﬁd‘thﬁn«bids us preferq
h;g to 81l other teachers.,

The secrct presence %f Ghr;st's love is
however manifested sven here,.

"If love's dead there, it has left a ghomt,”

7 Tor wﬂsnzzhe Paarl of Price, ab reason’s tesb,
| Lay dust and ashes levigable

On the prefesser's lecturse table- ....
I’z bids us when we lzasb expect it
Talke back our faith, if it be not just whole,
Y2t a pearl Iindeed.....
Go home and venzrate the dythe..e.
This Wan continue to adore him"™

Only the latter balf of Egster Day has any
congiderable bearing on the question of love and itg
supremasy. . The speaker has a vision of the Judgment.
s has alre2ady made his ochoice of what he regards as the

best thing in life. Ie has chosen the world, because it
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Christianity bereft of faith and devoid of love but .
eminently reasonable and logicel,

The dissenter poisons the atmosphere of
religion with vulgarity, the Papist with ceremony and

4 :
incense, But the Reationalist simply exhausts its
atmosphere, leaving no air for poison or anything else,

He denies the divinity of Ghrist)yet
acknowledges that He possessed a marvellous power over
the world., What then constituted that power? Was
it his intellect? No! for he only repeated what others
had already taught, Was it its goodness? Surely not! for
how can the mere possession of goodness warrant a claim
to world-dominion?

What distinguished Christ was that he could
furnish e motive for practising what was already known,
This was the God-function in him, He did not say "“Beliew
in Justice,Truth ete:- but "Believe in Me'" and men
did believe in Him,

Thus the lecturer's position is absurd,
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Te disrobes Christ of all that constitutes His title
to r verence anid admiration, aﬁd‘th¢n~hids us prefer‘
hig to &8l other teachers,
The secrct presemce'bf Ghr;st's love is
however nanifested even here,
»If love's dead there, it has left a ghomt,®

&
4 For when lbe Paarl of Price, at reason’s test,
| Lay dust and ashes levigable
On the professeor's legture teble—~ ...
fle bids us vhen we lrasb exypect it
Take back our faith, if it be not just whole,
Yot a pearl indeed.....
G0 home and ven:rate the . yth.....
Thigs Wlan continue to adore him"
__Stenza 18,
Only the latter half of Esster Day has any
considsrable bearing on the question of love and its
suprsmasy,., The speaker has a vision of the Judgment,

e has already made his ohoice of whadt be regards as the

ba2st thing in life, Ie has chosen the world, because it
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1s so besutiful, so near,that ho feels ne simply cannob
rencumnes it,
Christ appearing to hin in a vision replicss-

" This finite life, thou h.st preforred,
In disbelief of God'a ovm word,

To Heaven and to Infinity.

# * 5 ® 40008280 Cexn :’nou &Z’b Shu'b
e

Out of  ,T'=zaven ef spirit; glub

Thy sense upon the world:’tis thine

Tor zver - take it! "

Stenma T

But =2arth i3 the mere antichamber to CGod's palace
beyond, That there sre some deficisnciss in Lature is
plain, So the man will turn to Art, which is the
perfeoter of Naturs - only to find that 4rt is nothing
bul an imparfectvat%emgt-to expreas sowething plainly
inexprensible - the shadow of & reality beyond,
Unsatisfied again he grasps (dind - " J{ind is bost"

but onoe again " The goael’’s a ruin like the rostt

Stenze xrwiii

At e R AL R s T B
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Then in dospair Lt criog-
" T 1lat the world go, and take lovel™
Stanza_xv.

® Tove is the best? ™ says the Form with

meﬁaaxng geature.“”§Ywu.wou1d heve what has always
been above, beside, and aroumd youl- Whal has becen
waiting to bless you, but what yéu have besn persisiently
rojecting or ignéring! Stand by yeéur cholice and
take the show of love for its reality- Beject Christ-
- ths very soul of lcve'far its uwsre shows! "

Cowering in utber huni1ity, the man bresathcs

his last prayer-
¥Thou Love of God ! ....
Be all the earth & wilderness
nliy @eb ne g0 on, go 0N,
St1i1l hoping ever and anon

To reach one eve the Better Landli®

* TR R R E R R

Na.Ba
For the above analysis of Chris

considerably indebted to the marginal notes wade by the late
Professor Churton Collins in the copy of Bg's FPosps now in the
University library, Bdmund St:2,B*'ham,



Importance of love proclamed in first and last poems

tvragio results of disrvegarding love-

previsusly treated in Dramefio lyrigcg= subsequenily

- Bupariority

shabili

HWoman o )

The opening poem of the_ipon and VWomen Volunes
szxa&a strices unnistakeably the note of the absolute
supremacy of love over everybhing =2lss in 1life, inaluding
knowladge,

A gredt city with its temples and colonnades, its
"oaugseways,bridees, aqggducts“ ~ all monuments of the
intellect of men of a former age~ has given placs to &
solitary pesture, Ovsr the grandeur of a by-gone age is
spread & carpet of grass where the sheop™iinkle homeward
in the twilight, ™ " A tower which in ancient days
spravg sublime" hes left but a single little turret to

witnesa its former magnificance; and even that is
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" pv the caper overroobed, by tbe gourd

Oversoored,”
oreover,~ and it is this which emphesises the contrast -

- in that very turreﬁ.‘
" nencc the ohariot:rcrs caught goul
Tor the goal, "

"o girl with eager eyes and yellow hair” is waiting
for the lover who in a moment will greet hew, As They arbrace
the senturies with their " folly, noise and sin® become
as if they hed never been, Tne only reality oﬁ 1ife
i love; and™Love is beatbl™

Though it must be conceded thal Browning is ndt in
this poem S-eaking in the first person, there can be 1ittE:
d-ubb that he is‘neartily in sympebhy with the sentiment

LS

here expressed, Por at the time of the composition of

the ﬁcet's srivate 1life was an acted
sermon on the doctrine hers set forth,

Tt would be irrelevant to describe here the life
of the Browningls' in Italy, fapilisr as the tale of it is

to us all, It is éufficieﬁt, nerely to suggest that thexr
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almost oorfeot union, in its subordination of everything
o love, arply proves that bthe philosophical doclrine
get forth so fro usatly =nd convincingly in his :o2ms, had

its root inm the desnest springs of the posts own personal

Browning, as no readsr of ' louss' could doubt,
was of al’l poets rmost avarse firom procleining on the house~

fe. A van,he

{4
[

-Lons tas JAdnner secrets of iiigs privatse

bali=ved,

"Boaats tvo scul-sidzg,orns to fass bhe world with
One wo show a wvoman whon he lovesa hor" (1)

Wevertheless, bthough we must ook is valn for numsrous
referzncas in his poems Lo his own v»evsonal love, the few
which w2 do meet,burn with so arint ard purs a flame of
spiritual passion, as to she? on his Uramatic Tove »oens
a reflectzd glow of their own warm sinczrity,.

it is surely no mere coincidence that the voluce

which begins with ” Love ¥ soncludes

with Ope ¥ozd .loxs,

(1) Ones Vord .or:c,
33—~
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# £4)

Ir bhiszg%mbrous and slaphantine yet wondsr-
«~fully tendsr poem Browning dedigatea the work of his
brain - his " ™Mty wen and Women"™ to the love of his
hsart, Boldly too, he proclaims, that to the feet of the
woman he loves a man rust bring the noblest understand-
~ing, Knowladge and art wait upon love, Every artisi

longs " to find hig love a language -
Fit and feir and simple and sufficiente ....
Does he paint? he fain would write a poem,-
Does he write? he fain would paint a plcture,
Put to proof art alien to the artista,
Oncz, and only once, and for One oniy,"

But 1t has not besn granted to Browning himself in
this one short 1if: to excel in more than one branch of
art: he can only offer hsr the gift of goetry.

In other lives he may rserhaps attain to other heights, But
whatever he achieves now or hereafter, he would lay at

the feet of his wife: they ars hers by virtue of his

love for her.

(1) C. Collins, Browning's Posms Vol.v. (.arcinal note)
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|

Thus Men and Women begins and ends with the thoughl

tnat love is supreme in thia 1life, and that the L3
gifts of knowlédga are of use only in so far as Uley
ar: oapable of being put to her s>pvice., A lire spend
iz the pursuit of "mowlcdge, art, or poweg,for their
own saka is a life waated,
This thought was already a favourite one of Browniy.
It had formed the theme of ssvaral of th@.gramgtih;mww‘,w“
Borences and Lyrios of 1850,
The lover of Qxbispina'xnows that

"Thers are flashes-.# struck from midnights.
There are fire-flames noondays 'zindle,
Whereby pilad-up honours p3rish,

Wnereby swoln ambitions dwindle,

Wni%e just this or that poor impulse,
Which for once had rplay unstiflzd,

Seems the sols worll of a life-tine

(1)
That away the rest have trifled,”

O0f all these™poor impulsesa®™ the supreme is the one which

urges a man or woman to make lifz just a "love-way™ (2)

(1) Dramatic Romances and Lyrices- Criatina,
(2) 1Ibid. )



JLiis iuoulss had come-1le Cristanar and she ﬁad'bhmi!fb

it aside:

My eeseasss DXL moment,

Yne world's honours, in dorision,

(1)

Prampled out tiwe lipht for ever: "

v Duohass * , Browning had shown tho

other side of the picture.
The little Duchess, aflame with youbthful fire of spirit,
gtifli=sd in an atmosphere of wealth and diaplay)auddenly

rzaliszs, on the advent of the gipsy}th&t = 18 wasting
the precious vzars of 1life; that love is the only gocd thain
in ths world; and that she will never bave .owsr to atir
the Duke and his dry old mother to 2ither love or life,

So, gladly shc takes the sTRp fron which
Cristina drevw back in fear - that gstep which shall 1sad
her to these things; and her anle nature gulddenly blosszonms
into veaubty and joy.
(2)
g2 Logt Loadsr way also be reysrizd as a

variation of the same theme,

(1) CRISTINA (2) DRAMATEC Ror; + fyrics
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One of the great souls of the world, whose life might
have been ™ a ﬁreading of the love way"™ in a still
wider and nobler sense, h:3 bartered his soul fox
"o handful of silver™ and " a riband to stick in
his coat".

The plty of such wagted lives seons
to have bean a constant scurce of sorrow to Browningi
and pervades his poetry, like the haunting theme of
one of Wagner's gresat operas, Nobt only is it

sonspiouous in the 1850 Volume9® and the chief theme

of_lien and Yomen, but it reappears again and again
in_Drapati@ lorgonae and atill later works,
(1)

For what is_¥outh =nd Art = obut the tale
of another pair of livss spoiled for just the same

Treason ?

" It wight have besn ,once only"

(1) _Dxapatis Jersonae.
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Two young soule had their chance of love and reiused
it. They were both too busy growing famous and
rich, What is the resmlt ? The girl speaks -

¥ T've marriéd a rich old loxd,

And you're dubbed knight and R.A, "

Bach life unfulfilled you see;
It haengs still, patchy and sorappy:
We have not sighed de=ep,laughed free,

Ytarved, fcasted, despaired,-~ be3n haprye.

And nobody calls you a dunce
ind vpeople suppose me clavers:'
This oould but have happened once

And we missed it, lost it for sver."

(1)
In "™ Dig Aliter Visum " alsc, the theme is

treated with slight variations., Onc: again the speak-
-~3T i a woman; oncs again the person addressed
is an old lover; oncc again they have both cone

thair ssveral ways and attainsed at least worldly

(1) Dracatis PTersonag.
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The palr have met once more aflsyr ten years,
Ten years ago she had been " a poor pratty thoughtful
thing,” with faculties all alive, eager fqr gverybhing
good and beautiful.® 2 had at that time been a
éan ripe in experisnce, great in achievement,ovut with
vouth past; already on the dcwnhill of life, A8

they had atrolled along oy ths shore the thought had e

crossed his mind,

€ .Tl2t me get

Ter for myself and what's the earth
With all its art,verse, music,wvworth-

Compared with love,found, gained,and Zept? "

But worldly prudence had intervened, and he hed
forase:>n the probable consecucnces of such a reoeckless
act, May and Septewber would never be able to agree,
Then he had imagined hevprobable ¢1§111usianment and

i
his own, So, bringing the conversation 1nto‘safer
channsls of the view and the weather, he had bidden

her '‘zocdbyel



435,

As the woman looked baock over the y~2ars she saw
that the man for all his worldly prudence na;”been out
a fool, Love had ocalled, and he had closed his eyes
to her voice. Doubtless if they had married, their
happinzas weuld have only been »arbials oub they
would havs at least begu# on earth a thing waioch
they might have completed in Heaven, A8 it was, the
Davil must be gloating; for her old lovar pad cast
aside her love, Lo mérry a dancer whom now he regard-
-ad with contemptuocus 1ndifferenca; and as for hesrself-
youthful ideoals wers iuat oeing crushed out of a
1ife joined in wmarriage with a comzonplace husband,
«hoge idea of enjoyment was coniined to such stolid

pleasures as a rubber ab whist,

But let us return to ien end VWomen. In the
gﬁggng;ggg;gngﬁﬁngtﬂ‘.bne gtory is told of a bride w0

falls in 1ovajan the vary day of her wedding,with a man
obher than her husband,

" 1o looked at her as a lover canj

ane lookad at him a8 one who aw k28,-
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The past was aslecp and her life began.”
Or rathet,it might have begun! For, ingstead pf flying
with eaohbthér," Next‘day passed and next day yat "
srd neither took an steps towards the frultion of
the dzsire born at that moment.

"Wook®s grow ronths,years- glsam by gleam

Tha glory dropped from youth and 1ave?
intil death came and foumd them still apart: and
after death the poet conceives their sould as being
deniad entrance inte ths pressnce of God, in punishménr

for their sin,

ssscessasseses * But delay was best,

Tor their snd was a crimelec.sceeses
So Browning forestalled whal he Imew the readars of hnis
day would ory, in tomss of reproaohful =xpostulation,
Then he straightway proeezded to shook their
gongibilities still core violently,by expleining why

the oonduct of thesz two was sinful,
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* et a man contend to the utteinros
For his life's set prize, be what it willl

The counter our lovers staked was lost
As surely as if it were lawful coin:

And the sin I impute to 2ach frustrate ghost

Was the unlit lamp and the ungirt loin,

Though the end in sight was a orime, I szy)
Many very worthy people have taXen up the cudgels on the post's
behalf, striving to justify these last words, They all stromngly
swphasise,that it was only the delay that he blamedjand they
apparently consider that he mads the end in sight a crime
m2rely to emphasise the faot that procrastination cannot be
justified =2ven in circumstances such as these,

It is perfectly true that to a ren of Browning's robust
ene?gy and willepower, procrasbination was peoculiarly distabtef
~ful: but in this particular casz I camnot but fa2l1 that he
considered the fault was inpensified into an actual crime because
it was love that was being played with,

That Browning was, in general, a atrong upholder of ihe
marriage laws, cannmol be doubted, but that he thought they must

admit of no relaxation in any circumstances is _srhaps open

4

10 question.
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It is, notable that he does nob aagﬁn his own
behalf that in this case the ond was & Orime, What he
says is that his readers will think so, an¢ that guppesine.
it is a crime, the fault was not,alleviated in the least,
That is to say, fhe deliberately avcids the expression
of his ouqbpinion as to the morality of their action,
Thgrs is too, mecmething very suggestive of contempt
in the phrase " vou of the virtue ' with which he
apostrophises his imagined corities,
Parhaps had he been writing in the opening yzars
of the XX !, century instesd of the middle of the X . ,
he might have been still more outspoken, Iz was ahead of his
‘agein so many respzots, that it would not be in the leadt
astonighingﬁc imagine him partaking of the 1;dependence of
 th0ugnt of a Wells or Galsworthy,
The juxtaposition of WW
o DRespoohability and_a Lieht Woman is significant,
Thé three poomsd form a closely kmit trie, with a thought

ol
common to zaeh, Togebther they olaim that even the love
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arising from mere sex attraotion, ~though illegal é?ﬂ‘
unsanctioned by conventional soociety, has a'd.efinj;,t?
positive value anﬁ must not lightly be sot asiazor;aoorned.'

In_Beapeotability we have two points of view
put forward, One the one side there 1s the formalism of
the Fhilistine world, the plighted troth, the long weary
waiting- and symbolical of it all the glave’and the
frigid greeting of two crinent statesmen, On the other
hand are two human beings united by no bond but that of
mutual attractioni pulsating with the jov of youth and
love; sager for the warmth of Parisian Bohemian life and
contaemptuous of the restrictions of mere respectabiliﬁy.

It is true that the poem is dremstic in form.But
its very existence proves that Browning was ready to admit
that sueh outsiders have a right to their point of view;
and the gusto with whioh the lines are written hinte at
a ozrtain sympathy in the heart of the poet himself, if

not with thefr independance of action, at laast with

thetr ' joie- de- vivre,® o] fe Lrvers.
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The central poem of this little trio treals ofalove,
not nseessarily lawless in itsclf, but springing in the ..eart
of & woman outside the pale of resp:ctability. he apeaker
of the poem has used l1is powsrs of attraoctlion uO divert
the atisntion of this voren,fror his friendwho waa wrapped
in her toils, towards himsslf, Tha ccnseguéncea have
bzan unexpected and disconcaribing; for his friend,so far
from being duly grateful for his interference’now looks
at him askance as a trsacherous interlonsri while the
f231ling whioh hs hag aroused in thc woman is far decper and
pur2y than he had‘anticiﬁated.

As he surveys his handiworx liz2 bezing to wish that
hz h=J not so lightheartedly interfersd and to rsalise that -
" P mn awltward thing Lo play with soula"
He do2s not want the woman's love; bub sinee he has delibzr-
-2tely aroused it for his own purnos:s, ho zanzot dlind
hirs21f bo his vresponsis’lity; and b2 asks nimself unzasily
whaether he dars oast it aside,

At this rpoint Browning lzaves the gtory; ond as vo
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read his final words ws are forced to wonder what we
éurselves would do if placed in the same circunstanoces; and:£
we are honest with ourselves we rust ses that the rzsponsi-
-bility here is no 1iént one, and that love- 3ven such

love as this-— is in its very sssence a vital foroe bearing

with 1t untold cons=acuences,

The dramabic naturd of thess thrse poems prohibits
our regarding tnembwith angéertainty, as exprossions of the
poet's own point of view, Bult we may at leaét be‘permitted
to draw from them one or two peneral conmolusions, { already
suggested) ;- that love in any form, and derived from ans
soufce, is a fundamental and vital force which is apb to
overleap the bounds of convention simply because it is Too
big to be held therein; and that the human being in whose
heart it springs, or who arouses it in the ﬁeart of

anotnsr;nas a grave responsibility to bear,

L K B S B R NN B AN I W IR B O O I I NN W
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Supreme importancs of love - t2stimony of Browning
himself ("By the fire side” and * One Word iore ¥ ) - love
vﬂtrvnger than death ( Evelyn liope ¥ Love in a Life *

% Tife in 8 love ¥ ﬂ‘gn_a Balconpy - A laai Ride
togather # ) -~ 2sscntial charasteristios of true love

( Liscomceptions.  Ons way of Lova.) |

It is esaential to reali#e that Browning at
this psriod of his carezr, great as woers his intellsotual
and poetical powsrs, preferred to oonsider himself a lover
i» the firstyplaoa,

In By the fireaids, using words wh;en from
thsir context ocan be addressed to nobody but his wife, he

says |
" So grew my ovwn small life complete
As nabturs obltainad her best of me-

One bOTN 0 10VE YOU,BWEEL! e.ueveve.rnss

So the earth has gainsd by one man rore,

And ths galn of earth rust be Heaven's gain too. "
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1t is menhood earned net by peetlo aohiavemenp, nor by
1nteileotua1 progress, but by the mere faat of love, It‘
is love, as he says here, which kindles the divine spaﬁk—
the soul- in man, =f thsrefore tna£ soul is immortal, the
purpose of itsvimmortality rust be for higher and.ever

higher heights of love, All other powers are to be

aubordinatod to this one great ambition, Browning as he

ward HMore hopes to widen his intellestual

powers in other lives; but only so that he may offer the

fruits on the altar of love,

This idea is set forth in @ramamio Torm in Eyvalw
Bope . Death has snatched Evelyn Hope from all possibility
of carthly love, But the man who loves her has no thought
of do8pair, Evidently his love was nob parfacﬁ 2nough,
The remainder of his 1life must be sp3nt in rendering it
rore spiritual- " ifuch is to learn and much to forget
He chearfully faces the possibility of a long-continued pro-

~cess of »robation and purgamiun,'hntil at length pufified
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Trom all .toain‘;éf the flesh, his love shall imerge
parifect and he shall attain his desire.

Here,aga;m , Browning hints at th: relative
insufficieney of mowledge. In his Ffuture lives
the lover may have " ransacked the ages, spoiled
tge olires," bub still his soul will rareain unsatis-
-fied, Only with the atltainment of a 3rrect love,
will xmowladge also be ocompleted, Then, and only
tnén, he will ¥mow things at which he can now but

dinly guess,

" Bubt the time will come, - at last it will,

When, Bvelyn Hope,vhat reant,l shall say,

In the lower earth, in the years locng still,
That body and soul so purs and gay?

Why your hair was of ambsr, I shall idivins,

and veour mouth of your own geranium's red -

And whnhat vou would do with me, in fine,

In the new 1life come in the old one's s3tead,"

In seversal of the "isn and Vomen™ -o:zus Browning giv:s
us a lover whose love is his whole life; wailes in omne,

at least, ther: is depicted a wan who wearies in the'
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quest.

In ‘Love in a life * a lover is seeking his uistre ss

through the rooms of the house they poth inhabit.

Frow timeito time, he catches the flutter of her

dresa, as her retreating form vanishes through bthe door-

-WaY . All day he has besen secking her, and now twi-

~light is approaching, and his scareh is not yet done:

th;reware atill many more hiding places to explore.

His courage fails with the falling light, Tifed and

dispirited, he is beginning to doubt if the effort is

worth wnile,aand if suc-~:zss will ever crown his laboulr,
The lover of Evelyn Hope would have much

rore excuses for despaly than his faint - hearted

brother, but despalir is the laast thing to enter his

mind, Although Evelyn pre lies d=ad, - although

in this life he has bsen almost a stranger to her;

yet he trusts that ™ God made the love to reward

the love,."™ He can therefore wait assrenely for their

ultimate union, howgver distant it may be,
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The word'Despair ' is not to be found in the
dictionary of true love, So Browning, as his life's
romance suggssts, strongly belisved, Suoh too is the
opinion of the lover in Life in & Qggg.' He knows
that hz is destined to spend his whole life in the
quest. He realises too, that the end on earth, will
in all probability be failurs, But what does that matter T

"it is bub to kecp the nesrves at strain,

To dry one's eyes and laugh at a fall,

And baffl=d, gzt up to begin again, -
So the chase takes up onz's life, that's all,"
whhatts al11." In these words liesthe ey bo the
whole meaning of the poem, That the whole of one's
1ife b= spent in the chase is but a small mattser,
The ultimate union of two sould is very well worth

=

living and dying for.

Standing side by side as they do, these two

little poems form a sort of allegorye.
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The wany - roored housghay be 11kened to the world
vith its numerous and varying scenes., In all the
ganifold circumstancszs of this life we sec’t for that
soul ~ union which is oalled love, Sorwatimes we think
w2 have caught it., - but as w3 try to grasp it, i$.;g,
gone, Sore of us at last grow weary, Vi: havz riachcd
out our hand to gragp it so manyliimen, and every tirc
we have bean %ridked - 1ntil in the snd w2 dzspair;
and in our old age, grown bitier, we aay 10 oursslves
that there is no such thing as love in the world, Iub
there arc a few whb would rather die than confess czven
in the depths of their own apirit that love is non-
~existent, Such as these go on to the last minute of
iife, undismayed by failure trusting in spite ol all
+o the ultimate succsss of theilr guest, ¥For them,

nowever Jove hides her face, she is there and rust be

sought. Suoh exubsrant hopefulnsss is svinently
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charaoteristic of the poet's om brave indomitadble spirit,
" One feels thal suoh a man as ne)wno is dopicted in
Lgig_;n_g_ggxa’was very dear to Browni#g's soul,

Trually strongly must have anpealed to him,tha
tLype of man who is the hero of that poem of joyous
antioipamion " 1 nre: vi.” To him ths sight of his
ristress is worth all the r28t of heaven and sartl; ﬁhile
the vprospact of their re - union is a charm to cast out
fear,

R if a fear ve born
Pnis rinubte,it dies out in socorn®
Nowhere in this veluw2 is thes surr2nacy of lyve
g2t forth so vividly, as n et tantalising ?na@- act
dreme JIp & Balgony .. ©The three actors ol Lhe socene
ers all witnasses of ita conguering pover, Horosrd, in the
opening lines,would throw prudence to the vinds.-

%A wan san pave bub ons 1ife and one d@atn,'

One heaven,ons hell, Let se fulfil my fate- "
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.2t Constence grant hin now the hocaven he aseeks,
- to prove her his s just for one wmoment;-
he proclaims,

oo-.-on.ooo" then die 2WAY ,

Tf God please, with completion in" his " soul "

The vords forecioly romind us of that earlier dracatic
fragment -~ ;nming_ﬂnﬁgn;&, in which the lover, stabbed
in the back as he clasps his mistress to his hesrt, rises
gloriously superior to the mere fact of death, His only
~are is lest the blood, oozing from his deadly wound, nay
g0il the flowing Baif of the woman'bending above him in
bhorrified pity. To the death fast cowing upon aim,he
18 infinitely indiffer2rt, What matiers death if ons has
really lived, - sven for a moment! The “Ihres" who
have plotted énd enconpassed his murder he jities, —"beqause
they néver lived ®* -~ but_he has lived indeed, and so can
also die,

So llorbert toc finds in love his life's chisf

good, When he Tirst saw the face of Constance a v2ar ago,
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he deoided that there was

A e teeeeseneaae® NO use in life

tut just to obtain her."
e would bzcorne a Terdinand willing to do menial
Aoffic@s Lo wir his illranda, - a Jacob to sérve geven
years for his Rachel - nay wore, with reckless hyper—
;bole, ho auwears that he ocould blzr all sarth's woes

hseavn:d tousth:r or

- " L= oa pil: ol all sarth's joy's
And spurn them, as they help or help not this;

| Onlg, ootain hert!
Surely, th@:aforc, a y@a;'s aszrvice o ths Qmean,dher
oonﬁiniwa% 8 rare trifle if iL earried with it the
nb:a of fruition in the cnd, Vork dene, as it usually
is, for ibs sake of fazmas or noway or expedieﬁcy, is
suocessful in its degree. Eutktne habiest work of
life ia performed at the instigation of love, Has he

himself done worthy work during that ysear of yrobatiom?

" - be love's the praise! ™
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Now, he would proclaim bimself to the Queen as ths
lover of Gonstahoe; and then let the world sce tpe
work that should apring from such a motive, low he
would blazon forth his love to the world and boast
himsclf prowdly, as Drooming himself did, a lover
above all things,

But Consbtanca wilil notv have it so, Such
a deslaration would bs fatal to their hopes. *=o,
instructed oy her, he gives the queen a garbled acsount
of his fealings, probosting thb be wishes to marry
Constencs mavely becauss she is the " veflex " of
the =usen (wao herself i alm‘ady wedded.),

The mmale..a,ged Queen, whose starved heart

has osen brought to sudden life by lorbert®s talgy

bears as noble a witness to the power of love in a
worman's heart, as he has of ils power in that of &

man . Love has awakened herji®a spils of God " has
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changed the world, bnd in her own now womanhood she
uttefs words which echo continually through Browning’s
poe'bry -

" There 1s no good of 1life but love -~ but lovel

What 2lse looks good, is some shade Flung from love-
Love gilds it,gives it worth?™
(374~ 6
As she has borne witness to the value of love,so also
she echoes Norbert's r=fleotion on the quality of
worked prriormed under its sway-
" eees 'Oh, never work

L1t> his was done for work's ignoble sakew
It must have finer aims to spur it ont
y

§
I £21t%, I saw, he loved -~ loved somebody!
( 486~ 7 )

Like Norberbt too, she is prepared Lo sacrifice every=-
~thing to love. Believing herself to have won his

affeotion, she advised Constance, with unconscious

ivony, to act as she is doing,.
" T,ove him, like me! give all away to him;
Think never of yourself; throw by rour pride,
Hopeg fear, - your own good as you saw it onoce,
And love him simply for his very self,

Remember, I ( and what am I to youl)
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Would give up all for one,leave throne,losc life,

Do all but just unlove him! bhe loves me "
574 - 580 )
Tor arc har words unavailing, The power which haa

urgsl her to utter them has bsen working also in
thz breast of Constance, She, too, can sacrifice
herself; and swiftly determtnlngvthat the poor
loveless women, to whom she owes so much, snali not
be disillusioned, she replies to the Quesn’s last
words, " He shall; " and from this moment she

A

refitidfully tries to take good hor words,

X~ N. B,

With conaiderable_hesitationﬁl have ventursd to
disagree on tnis soint with 3o distinguished a critic
a8 Stopford Brooks, who regards jealousy as the root
of the subsequent action of Gonspance, while at the
sare time finding even thatwa scarcely adsquate explan-—
-abtion of h2r conduct, L2 sesms to me to have rejectf
-cd thes obvious motive with insufficient reason, for

one whioh does not satisfy 2ven himself.
( Vide page 341 - 2 S, Brooke,)
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The Quesn goes out, and Norbert ent:rs. But
little time is granted to Constance to maturs her
plan;for Just at the moment when she and Norbert are
mingled in what the girl at least intends as & last
xiss of renunoiation, her mistress returns., BHer Conalimecs
hurried explanation of the ocaress, as a Xiss bestowed
upon a confidant who has proved useful, in recompense
for past services, is met by the outraged Queen with
stern silence, and by the mystifisd Norbert with
inoredulous astonishment., His simple integrity is

inoapable of following the subtle workings of Constance':

mind .

As she oendtimwmes hurriedly and aimost incohzrent-
-1y she contianSEQXplaining her action, his bewilder-
~ad brain finally desoldes that she is jesting; and feele
~ing that the Jjest 1is not in the best of taste, he
turns to the Queen and demands his reward, The poor

woman, misunderstanding his meaning, declares her love

for him; but Norbert calmly puts it aside and declares
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his passion for her cousin,

Constance szes in his bold words the wreckage
of her plens and stamrmers that 1£ is she herself who
set the test, Whereupon Norbert in hurt and astonishe
=24 indignation, blushing red at the implied insull,
Taplizs in words which reveal Browning®s mastery of a
dramatic situation -~ words tingling with pain and bitter~
-n288, But, because his love is strong 2nough to bear
any insult she may heap upon him, h2 finally flings
nimself and his love at her feet. At the last woment,
the " norror that grows palpable ™ in the strained
faoe and rigld figure of the Juesn, suddenly reveals
+o him that nere is vo jest - and with a flash of insight

looking from one to the other he cries,
* constanoe ~the wnrld'fadesion1y y0u stand there!?
‘You did not, in tonight's wild whirl of things,
Sell me - vour soul of souls, for any price?

No - no - ''tis easy to believe in you!
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Waa it ybur lova's mad trial to o'ertop

idine by this vain self-saocrifice? well, still -
Though I should curse, I love you, I am love

snd cannot change! love's self is at your festi™.

( 896 - 903 )

A8 the Queen, almost un-noticed, steals out of the room
the lovers re-zsmbrace., There is no need for =2xX;lanation
The npusic outside ceasesibut the 2nsuing silence is

broken by the sound of heavy footsteps which halt at

t+he threshold of the door. ’
f
Horbert. " tis the guard comes,
Constance hd kiss! "

- The exact significance of the guard's approach
nas aroused considsrable discussion, but all doubt is
sot at rest by the words of Erowning himsel®®, cuoted

by iérs Bronson ( Coxmbill Magazipa 1908, page 15.),
and mentioned by Sir P, G, Kenyon in his introduction

(1)
to the Coptepary Fdition of the poet's work's,

1
) Pages xxi1, - xxiii, Vol: iv. ( Introduotion)
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# one who sat near him said it was a natural
sequenoe that the step of the guard should be hsard
coming to take Norbert to his doom, as with a nature
1i%z the Quezn's who had kmown only one hour of joﬁ in
har sterile life, vengeance swift and terrible would
follow on the sufiden destruction of her happiness,”

" Jow I don't quite think that," answered Lrowning, as
if he were following out the play as a speotator:"
"he Queen had a large and passionate bimperament which
had only once been touched and brought into intense
1ife. She would have disd, as by a mife in her heart,
The guard would have come to carry away her dead body."t
The non- committal - attitude of the poetl
nimself'together with the variety of his readers’
intergﬁretations,suggests thet even at the time of
writing Browning hed not d2cidad the ultimate fate of
Constance and ilorbert; one would sugcest that it also

ipplies that he did not think that it really matiucred
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very much, They have fulfilled thelr life, and even
if Jdeatp comes upon them, it is of emall consequence,
They | " are past harm now," Of on2 bthing the present
writer fe®ls convinced,~that Browning had no intention
of writing & tragedy here. The death of the lovers
would mnob be tragic, Neither would that of the Quec
herself ( a3 the poet himself sugeested) be a matter
calling for eiwr pity or terror. She too, has for
ons brief moment loved., That she sbould die in
consequence ,natters little, Bven though her lovs is
not returned, she too has fulfilled lher being, and so
woan afford to die®,
Thus we have here sebt forth in dramatic foin

the constantly reourring tnemé of love as tm only ideal
worth living for. Such a 1ife, lived for love alane,
is worth infinitely more than that of the artist and

painter, noble as the W\Dﬁi‘ of those may be.
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In the words of Norbertg ~——
" We live, and they expcoriment on 1life
Those poets, painters , all who stand aloof
Zo overlook the farther. Let us be
The thing they look at!
. ( 684-7 )
Avpioture whioch offers many points of comparison with
the above is presented in " A _Last RBida Tocetbar
‘The love in this ocase is experisznced only by the manj
ibut heilikb Norbert and Comsgance,is granted a moment's
consunrmate happiness - one last ride with his mistress -
before what to him is a doom as heavy as the one they
ray have to Suffer . For one day he is to be "deified"
by being permitted to ride side by sids with the women
he lovesn, As they wasted not a moment with idle
explanations, so he puts aside past hopes and does not
iinger " to strive with a life awry," but instead immers
-4es8 his whole being in the present joy of intimate

commmion,

Fallure, he arguss, 1s the common fate of all
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“modality. No human hope is envirely fulfilled in thnis
forld. If 1t were, what need of a haavén»beyuuqz
Hofeqver his lot sven in itd disappointed noi)es is far

- preferable to t.hato of the onlookers of life, the poets,
pai:ix'bei-n, sculptors,and musicians, _Ig lives, while
:.;mgx only experiment on life,

Only by quoting the lines in full can it be

realised fully how exactly the thought: suggested by

« (1)
Norbert” is reproduced and amplified here,

" What d,oes'it all mean, powst? well,
Vour braiz'ls beat into rhythm - you tell
What we felt only, vou expressed

You hold things beautiful the best, «

- - o~

And paoce them in rbyme so, side by sids,
* Tis something, nay '"tis much - but then,

Have vou yourself what's best for men?
Are you = poor, uick, old zre your time -
 Nearer one whit your own bublime

Than we who never have turned a rhyme?

Sing,riding's a joy! Tor me, I ride, "

":nd,you, great sculpltor - so yvou gave

A soore of years to art,h:r slave,

And that's your Venmus - whence we'turn

gnder girl that fords the burn!.
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You accuiesce and shall I yropine?
What,man of muaic,you, rowm grey
With notes and mothin. else to say,
Is this your sole praise from a friend,
"Greatly his opera's strains intend,
"Sut in wusic we mow how fashions end!’"

I gave my youth — but we ride,in fins.”
The Leat Rida JTocats
Stanzas_vii~viii.

In the abové lines Browning once morz voicea his profound
conviation that love is infinitely supsrior to knowladge.
The artist may‘ﬁriteor paint of the love and joy of 1life
but the man who feela the bléod racing in his veins, who is
permeated through and through with the joy of life and love,
has tﬁe advantage in everyé&y.

The unsuccessful sulter in 4 Last Ride Togalicr
has two companions in failure in the same volume; ons ~

'the heart the Queen leant on,

thrilled in a minute erratie (1)

Ere the true bosom she bent on %

(2)
and the other, that lover of Pauline whose whole 1lifs had oeen

one long tralning in love, and who, when thz great woment

1y A yscones ilime
Q@Q Qh&dh&quﬁlha



arrived for him to speak his pascion was able, t&d&gn w2 ju ol
~ion meant Hell to himself, to vow in meek numility &snd -

rejoice in ths happiness of another,

These men are imbued with the same spirit as that

which Wotuates the speaker in "™ The Lost Migpggsa“)who,
+though his whole world has been turned to bitivoimess can

Sa8Ye
* FTor s2ch glance of that eye so bright and blagk,
Though I keep with heart's endeavour,w
vouy wvoice, when you wish the snow-drops back,
Thcugﬁ it stay in my heart for cverl! -

- Yot I will but szy what mere frisnds say,

Or only a thought sironger;
I will hold your hand but as long as all may,
Or so very little longer! "
In each of the above characters therse are two qualities
which stand out strongly,- bumility, and its complement,patience.
They eaoh have to content themselves with the mere orumbs
of affeotion., Bul they do not oomplain, Insiead, they rejoioe

in the fragments which fall to their lot, without an atom of

envy towards the more fortunate man who shall suoccced whers
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thev ha?e failed,
Such love as this is akin to the divine in itd
Spirit of cheerful self-sacrifice and patiepnt numility, It
is love frecd almost entirely from the physical slzsment,
The apiritualising and ennobling power of love is exhibited
in almost countless ways by Browning, He regards true love
as an infinite giving whioh holds nothing back, It was fér
him * the quintessence of all goodness, the motive and inspir-

. (1)
-ing cause of every act in the world that is completely right,”

In all the succession of nameless lovers, which
has passed before our eyes, can be seen dimly revealed the
spirit which manifested itself in the Incarnation and

Crucifixion of God Himself in the person of Jesus Christ,

[ TETEESEEEEEE N E RN N NEEE NE S A RN/

(1) Browning as a Philosophical Post-  Jones,page. 78,
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CiATER v,

Failures in love ( Andrea dsl Sarto
-Any Wife to any Ilusband

In the same volume,side by side with these numerous
sxamples of the ennobling power of true Iove,we have presentzsd
to us one or two examples of that worst psrversion of the bast -~
- lust - whioch instead of szeking satisfa~tion in spending itsslf
on another's good)desires only to meke use of others to satisfy

its own worst purposes.~ which, instead of enriching itis object)

7

>

degrades and ruins 1it.

A man under the sway of lust will- not be content , &8
Evelyn lope's lover;to wait patiently fof the oconsummation of
his hopes in another world; he will not be ready, as the lover
of Pauline, to give up his shars to anothier more worthy; he will
not rast content in the decision of his mistress if it be adverse
to him; ‘he will not, as Ilorbert, mest death as a friend, On

the contrary,he will clutoh feverishly at those soraps of =arthly
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Happiness which may fall to his share; he will snatch oirzedily

et that whioh belongs to another; and above all,witn all his being,
he will fear death,as shutting him off for ever from ths joys

and pleasures of this life,.

Such a man is reprasented wo us in that beautiful but

tragic poem Y Andrea dal Sarto." ¢

The faultless Painterf Andraa,
whose grzat gifts might have won for him an immortality of fame,
no longer paints for ari's sake only, but chiefly, so that he may
earn enough gold whereoby he may retain, if not the love of his
wife Lucrezia, at least her continued presence in the house,

Hz cannot blind himself to th: fact that shz 1is a
woman utterly unworthy of the love of any manjeg he is quite rare
that she is heartless, msreenary, and even unfaithful, Yet so
intoxicated have his sengses become by hsr physleal beauty, that
he wilfully shuts his eyes to these patent facts, and is ready
to degrade even his noblz art to her sewiice - to paint pictures
by the dozen, just to win her tolerance by vplacing tae procecds

of their sale in her hands, that she may spend the monsy in her

own Infamnniiga nlesanrea.
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As " a oommon greyness silvers everybhing," and
"night Iets down her veil this autum evening® Lbe
reviews his wasted powers and sinful 1life, Youth,
hope, and art,that once were so brign‘b,a.m “"all toned
down,™ and all that he “was born to be and do,"
bocome ™a twilight piece® The full, rioh
blossome on his tree of 1life havz borne but poor
and bitter fruit,
e Coucee €

Nor is he ignorant of‘ktnis sad blight,
It is ILmorezia, his wife, She has “or:ated around
her an atmesphere in which no high aspirations, no
ungelfish strivings oould live ..... S0 his moral
energiss have gradually slackened,and heé has lost
grip on life and axt, Itwas not the absence of
incentive, it was the aotive dsadening influencs of

(1)

her companionship,"

Looking into the future, bhe can sce

nothing but failure, Even after death, in the next

world, though he may be given a chanoce to retrisve

his lost ideals, he knows that the result will be



75

still the same.

"Four great walls in the New Jerusalem,
Mpted on each side by the .ngel's roed,
For Leonard,Rafasl, Angelo and me

fo cover - the three first without a wife,
While I have wminetSo - s&till they overcome

Beoause there's still Lucrezia,~ as I ochoose,"

"ig T cﬁoose." These significant words e nlain ths
whole situation, .ndres has become o slave to his
genses, e knows and bewails the fuct that his 1;assion
for Luocrezia has ennobled neitehe;r his life nor his
art. Insbead of beocoming, as all true love does,
a wotive foxrve to 1lift him ever ncarer to God, his
passion has aoted as an eopiate to the moral and
ar‘bisﬁic senge,. 112 haa lost strength for that self-
-gaorifice so esaential 0 real love, If his passion
had deserved the pams of love, 1t would not have spent
itself on an objeol sc» unworthy. Or, at least,finding
her so faulty, had he really loved her - scul as wekll

ags body -~ he would have made uncecasing efforTtas to raise
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her from the depths of spiritual degradatiom into
wmonaﬁenaafanan. As it was, he had been
- steadily helping her down the desocemt to Avernus,by
pandering %0 her greed and selfisihmess,

Three lines of the poem may be singléd
out, as bearing a ourious signifiosnoce,

“Rafael did this, Andrea painted that -
The Roman®s is the better when you pray,
‘But 8till the others Virgin vas his wife,"

The earthly human passion has blotted out for Andrea
the ' heavenly vision whi.oh. Rafael is pernitted bo see,
In the lMadormas of the greater painter is reflected
the beatifio visidﬁ.af Love itself while indrea’s
Virgins refleot only the voluptuous and soulless,
peﬁ‘f‘edbion of Luoresia‘a face and form,

But Andrea del Sarto's failure was not

due to the fact that he had a wife, Nor was Rafael’s
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success the result of his unmarried state - ;.s

Aﬁdma would 1like to believe. The humen love of
Dante did noﬁ detract one iota from his greatneas

as a poet, It i-ather mey be said to have bgen a
great part of his inspiration, So also Robert Browning
himself had a wife, whom he loved passionately and
t.enderl:}. - gnd his art so far from suffering Trom
this faot recelved help and support instoad,

The difference between such men as these,
and Andrea’del Sarto,ley emtirely in the quality of
that which cach ocalled hia " love.™ With Dante B:ﬂd
Broming it was ean aspiration towards the infinite,
as all true love must 53; whsrzas Andrea was bound
nand and foot to this world and its desires,

So Rafael in the a.sapi'ca'bi»on of his art looked ever
upwards t;o.t.he divine love and beauty of the Godhead

while Andrea's soul and axrt contented themselves with

»1 48 poor earthly imitation,*
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Andrea is truly very far from the kingdom ofﬂheéven,
as Browning imagines it, Fra Lippo Lippi,scensualist
as ho confosses himself to be, is far nearer than he,
Yor Lippo Lippi has faith in the ideal, though he Iknows
no way of reaching it save through the réal : while
Andrea has oessed to seek for the ideal- contenting
himself with his faultleas technique aid perfsot
wqmahip.

arto stands guite alome in

the H¥an.znd Women volumes illustreting a state of
mind nét repeated in any other poem in this edition.
It strikes a note of deeper pessimiam than sny ather
of the pooms dealing with the failures of love. Ihese
all tell of love, whioch in varying dogrees falls
gshort of its ideal in this 11fé on(ahmmh;} But in all
exoopt Andres , implied or expressefl, is: abt least

the suggestion of anothsr life than this, in which
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the ideal may be reached,-

In " Ty

tonseded, the sugegestion is meroly iﬁpliedﬁ The
'bEQVailing tune of this poem is not,as in Andrea’
hopelesuncss, but a lively diddatiasfaction with
%hings as they are. The lover, whose paasién is of
a very different nature from.Aﬁﬂﬁeaﬁs, 1# frankly
discontamted with the mere physical intercourse
Whidhvseémed to satisfy the “FaultlessyPainter;"
He desires that deeper spiritual commmion which
is the wark of all real love, llor is he entirely
‘unsucoessful, Thore are suprene moments ‘Vmen the
soul of the woman he loves geams o come out to mesel
hig, But this soul-commmion is but a will o' the

®
‘wisp, no sooner caught than lost, The good minute
goes," His spirit is 1ike a thistle~ball blown
onward with esch lightest breath of breeze,

Nevertheless there is a ray of hope shine

-ing through the prevailing gloom, The will o'the
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wisp whioh so®sonstantly evedes his sight is ever
present to his mind, The ideal of which he falls
80 !,’men'hab!:y short, is always present with him,
Earthly ;Love way fail, but he Xunows what love really
is.

" T would that you were all to ms,
You that are just so AGN,II0 MOLSe

llor yours, nor rine, - nor slave nor freed#
s

I would I could adopt your willy

See with vHur eyes,and seb my heart

Beating by yours, and drink my £ill

At your soul’s aﬁ:rings. ~ your parte my part
In 1ife, for good and ill, "

Sucn clear-sighted vision would pe impossible to
Mawa, whose conception of love is distorted, and dim.»
vet in some respeocta the speaker in Iwup Jin lie .
‘( Compagha— )‘ Canpaena . hes as short-aighted
apiritual vision as Andrea himself, Though he has
geen what love really ia,ma cannot tell whenoe it

comes, Dobth of these men arc +00 pre-occoupied with
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this mortal 1life to perscelve that even at its
nighest, cexrthly love is only in the germ, and

that we carmot hope to see it here in all its full-
~negs of norfaobion, Its obvious deficiences ars
to thenm things to e rorrstted, iratead of afforaing
promizse for Li h.r developmenits h.realter. To thc
lover in Jwp 1o tbe Sorpagua. . the irperfection on
earth could nzver be an insplring wobive to encourage
the s-ul to rise Lo higher thingas, De ims at bist

a " poor Asoul tost in the dark." ablp only vagusly
itn disoefn,

¥ Infinite passion and the pain
Of finite hearts tbat yeaxn"

mlizabeth Barrett Browing in a 1lititle poem called
" 2 Yoman's sherbconiuga contrasts the 1lizht fancies

ofl tho hoart~free maidenwith the stromg and stable

reality of love. In the last voras she writes -
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® {hless you ocan muse in a orowd all day,
On the absent fao® that Lixed you;
Unless -ou can love, as the angeld may,
With the breadth of heaven bebtwixt youj
Unless you san dream that h.s fuith is Lasat,
Through bhehoving nd Lmbemng;
Unless vou oan dia whem tho drean is past -
On, nover ocall it levingt ™

might e regmxxied an hed
husband's corroborative comment on thése words, froc
the voint of view of the man instead of 'war WOmSIl. 2
read in this poem of a married pair whose aﬁ‘eo‘oim is
real and strong. The feeling of the wife, however,
is far ‘ron nearer to ideal love, as defined Dby
Mrs Barrett Browning, Her affeotion, stronger than
death )bas vaaoh of that wisdom which, a3 Drowning Llme
~gelf d3olares, is sm integral part of love,

Knowing herself about o dio, she puses
rogrotfully, though tenl-rly, om the flaw in the

oharasher of her husband, which will drive hin in Ul



83.

dusk of 1ifc that's loft " a tired treveller " ooreid
o;l? the sum of his life, to seol ¢onsola’bion in bho
"fireX¥ly" that " limpses pest™ him., She kmows well
enough that whonr they voet again in heavon, he will

be hers onoe more, that he "msb com. back tc the
heart®s placse here™ which shs Inaeps for nin, bBub

she who has mowledes of the immortality of love

. ories oub in her rain,

"Only, why should it be with stain at all?
Why must I, "twixt the leaves of Coronal,
Put any kiss of pardon opn thy brow? "

This is robt joalousy,but sorrow,akin to the divine,
avperienced by one who lmows how radiantly beasubtiful

Ao
Lov: is, when she secos with hor wings stained and soiled
3 A

by the mire of eartuly sin, It is the ory of sorrow
for en evil whioh has nét yet come to pass,but viiich
mevitab»ly will, Just becsmuse love omngot. cone o

perfection in the frail and finite heart of man while

on sartd, It is onoe more the story of
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" Infinite passion and the rein
Of finite hoarts that yecarn,®

%he partial cheracter of the husband®s love in this
Po2m contrasts strongly with the complete surrender
oi the wife in A ™ Voman's last vord.

Husband and wife have been on the verge of a
qﬁami.We can only guess at the cause of the dispute.
Professor Alexsnder sgtlx;ges'ba that the husband has
bezn sesking to probe some love -~ affair of his wife's
earlier 1life, Such an explamation se=zms somewhat
foroed: but what is quite manifest is that the pair
have oomev t0 a orisys in their lives, Either they are
to live in a constant state of contention, or else
ons of them must give in, The wonman r:asolves to
pergs her individuality in that of her husband and to

bind her intellect in the ochains of her heart, She

lays flesh, and spirit and independsnece of intellect

f

#

(1) Fagesq,
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at the faet of the man she loves,and all the .rice
sh2 asks for such ubbtar surrander is the _rivilags of
a few-tears.

AN _a vear, a pltiful little braga&y'of a
woran's obroken hoart, is but anothsr asysct of Lhe
sap2e sad picturs. Tntil just oefor: the closz2, the
prevailing tone of the poem is one of hopeless y2ssimisme

"Naver any more
Wnile I live,
Need I hope to sec his face
ag before,
Cne2 his love grown chill,
dine may strive—
Bittarly. we re-2mbracs,

Single still, "

Tneh-there ansues a ratrosp2ct of ths y=2ar which
has pas3zed - months of intense, d=2liriocus happinsss on
hoth sides - th2 man's suddsn dsclaration of his
raasion - the girl'’s jo:ous surrender af‘herself.

Beauty, wealth, youth, - a&ll these with a very
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“# vrage of givtng‘i she h:s flung into his hands,
In return for the wondsrful gift of his love,she heaa
21t nobning she has will suffice to pay - not even
life itself,— though willinglj she would lay down
that for his sake,

And now all is ;ver. The emotion which the
man had misteken for love, haa proved bubt transisnt
passion, and hs has gone caraleanlvron his way.
Abruptly she turns and reégaTHds the affair frdm hisv
point of viewg ith ruthless frankness she socs
h2rself as he must have sesan her,

" If she had given him sverything -~ aven 1life
itself - what would he have thought of it all; as soon
as his passion had ocodled 7

"Yhat -~ she felt the while,
Must I think?

Love's so differendb with us men,"
I’z should snrile,

"Dying for ny sake -
YWhite and pink!
Can't we touch these bu%@es then
But they break? "
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In the umutterable vitternsss of her soul shs

ge2s now that the heart of the men she had vmm\):xipped
was just a"oold olay clod". Love for ‘her has uecant an
infinite giving; to him it has meant an appetite, a
desire, an infinite taking; and abt last a vweariness
and satiety and a longing for "fresh lds and
rastazres new,"

A common and sordid story indeed! Hardly consiste
-cnt with the ooncepbion of Lm aga & all conquering
power, drawing souls upward to I'eaven! But the tale is
not yet complete . There is onc more vorse ~

" Well, this oold clay clod:
Was men's heart,
Crumble it -~ and what comes nexi?
Ia it Goar ¥
The man's smotion has passed awey ,i‘or it was only

passion and lust masqueradiing in Love®s garments, But

that of the woman, in so far as 1t partakes of the
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spirit of infinite giving, ocanrot fail, It mo seen
'nopelens; bub God " oreates the love to reward the
lavqr what if, vhan th: ecarthly raasion has oruniovled
‘o a‘qua, it may be found }‘bo heve been hiding benind
1% the very lov: of God Himselfl Yerhapa He has sent
the trial just ?o show her the inadequaocy of human
love, end to reveal Yo her in its place that higher
end ideal love which she has been blindly seeking,

Hof unsatiafiod and diseppointed love has
brought &r by the ruggsd path of griof to 'bhe sarme
pabh~ point of vantage as tahab which the hero of
Tho Patxigh has reached. He, fired with as glowing
& passicn Jor his oa@tz*y as this girl hns folt for
har faithfless lover, has spent himmalf‘witn as prodigal
a lavisimess as she: and her reward of ingratitude and

850011 has been his also,

Bt the rescemblance ducs not em\nem o In
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their bitter didlllusionment both a.e aslvengthensd i, the
3AMSe Mpiring viaion . Trom the wreoksd hopes whioh

h1e all about them, =nd from tho e#rthly love whioh has

proved so miser&blé a failure, they turn their cyes

upwaxrd to where Tod*s love ~d terey are vwiiting to

enoirele thenm,
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CHAPTER VI,

Browning's optimism consistent with failure and
imperfection ( j
Qln_Eig&u:aa_in_123:enne_)4- Love man's most divine

quality- revelation of Truth sranted only to those who
b od
love ( fl.) —love omnipresent in

all Good~ Browning's solution of the problem of
evil— necessity of only partial vision of Truth on
this earth ( Eplistle of Karshish)

® BDoremerscssoanesey O

There is no poet with whose name the word optimism
1s assoolated whéh wmore freguently than th.é;.t of .Robert
Browning. Nearly every critic and ocommentabor who
has mm,en anything at all aboult him has lald considere
~able smphasis upon this quality.

Yot &t first sight it is somewhat difficult to
reoconoile with. an op-bmist.ia view of life the subject

matter of the poems dealt with in the preceding chapter,
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It is not ecasy to see the light of God's lové shining
in the daritmess of such souls as are there depicted,

In the aamg volume Browning unfolds‘before our eyes the
worldly selfimh irreligious soul of Bishop Bloughram,
the frankly ocarnal hesxt of Fro Lippo Lippi with his
intense love of this world, and his ocorrvesponding indif-
~forence Lo tlhie next® the soulless plsasure-seeking

life of Venice in the days of her glory; and the utterly
un-christisn attitude of the professed followsrs of
Christ to the unbelieving Jews, The world as Browning
saw‘it, was not a place where love held undisputed sway.
T+ had its Pompilies and its Pippas but it also contain-
-2d such men as Guido ?rances;bi.»;;, Sludge )axzd Prince Hoheng..
tiel -Schwangeu. The poet Imew well that within the
very wa11§ of 'bhe chureh there lurked hate and lust

and treaohery. Few men, and almost no peets have so

deliberately set themselves the tasks of investigabing
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the miry ways of humenity,
Ils wes not the easy optinmism of an Fmerson
whioh is the result of deliberately closing one’s
gyes to all the evil rampant in the world, It would
be nearer to ths truth to assert that be was an optimiast
Just because he knew how wicked manking 1s, and how
sad and disappointed are the lives of the majority.
It would be a part of the trubh -~ but it would not be
the whole of it.
Fach of our lives falls short in greater
or less degree of the ideal existent in our souls,
As G, K. Chesterton characteristically expresses 1t
the world " is a cosmos where incompleteness implies
(1)
sonpletencss.”™ One of Erowning'’s roasons for
opbimism was the theory he held " of the hope which lies

in the imperfeotion of man, In so far as men is a

one-=legged or one-ecyed creature there is something

(1) Page. (1§ Browning (Chesterton)



about his appearance which indicates that he should
have snother leg or oye, (Z.)

This 1s certalinly a very favourite thought
of Browning,occurring constently in his poetry; and since
it has oonsiderablse be=ring on the subject of his
philosophy of love, it 1is not irrelevent at this point
to examine the bvm poems in the 1855 edition whioh
contribvute in any way to the theory.

The first of these, .

grotesque and half-humorous as it is, has a very serious
meaning underlying its absurdities and eoccentricities,
The organist, who has been playing ones of Liaster Ingues®
" mounteinous fugues " with oonsiderable Technic ad;
akill, is nevertheless dissatisfied with his perform
-ance, Ie realises that music is much more than mere
noteg~ that could he only discover it there a soul lurkirg

somewhere amid the myriad intrtcdcies of chords and

&)

Page |~” Browning (Chesterton )
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arpeggios. But that soul is difficult to discern—

Y'Wnat. with affirming, denying,

Holding, risposting, subjoining,
All's 1lik%e ,,. 1it's 1lik

He hesitates fqr a simile, Then as he lookms up at

the vaulted roof, it occcurs to him that the soul

of the mumie,2lusive, seen for a moment, then lost as

swiftly, is jJust like thal grealt roof above his head,

with its gold moulding gleaming here and t.here.through
the cobwebs and dust whioh ovarlay it,

He prooeeds to apply this simile to life itmelf-

uwich a web,simple and subtle,
Weave we on earth here in impotent strife’

that though over owr heada are Tmth and Nature,our

1ife's zigzags and dodge_s"effectually conceal tnem.
Master Bugues represents “ihe soul seeking

to interpret the perplexed music of earth, argulng,

disputing, contending in the faith that there is a wean-

~ing in it all,though the final answer is delayed.-«--
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And the same thought of thé perplexities of life
is repeated to the sight in the intriocate mouldiﬁgs
of the roof,~The dim light grows dimmew, the 'gol..den
cherubs hidden by cobwebs ...... The answer does not
come, the meaning camnot be evolved, the vision of
(1)

glory is only dimly secen," Yet -

" Truth's golden o'er us although we refuse it
Hature, threo' dust-clouds we fling her"™

Tha other poem which helps to account for Browningh

One morming,

optimism is QJd
the poet. from an eminence which overlooks Florenoe,
gazed on that great City as it"lay out on the wountain
-gide3” and of all its innimrabla beauties ‘bhe one
whioh most strongly arrested his attention " was the
astartling bell=tower Giotto raised:™ This, in Its
mfinished loveliness,symbelised for him the whole art
of the Sarly Ttalian School. The perfection of form

peouliarly oharacteristioc of Greck art had been lostb,

(1} The Rel: Teaching of Bg. (D. Beale~ Bg.Soc. Papers)
quﬁ..al«l/,\ I? - &%,
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arkd men for several centuries nad contented themselves

with faulty incitations; until thers had oqpe a bine

wnﬁn!th&y began Lo realise that in the very imperfection
of their work they were greater than the Greeks,

qu in that faultiness lay possibility and promise of

progress towards something greater than the Gresks

'themselves bhad achieved, Therefore in the strengih

of this new thought,

*To cries of " Greek Art and what

more wish voum"™

they had replied,

! e eses-se"BacOme now self-mcquainters,
And paint man,man, - whatever the issue!
Hake the hopes shine through the flzsh they fray,
New fears aggrandise the rags and tatters,
8o bring the invisible full into play, "

Browning's sympathy with such an attitude -

is menifest in his comment -~
®give these, I say, full honour and glory
Tor daring so much, before they well did it"

They had striven to paint the soul instead of thbe body;
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and if in their firsgt enthusiasm for ths spirit,
the body had been negleoted, surely mere technique was
comparatively insignificant beside the soul which
shone through even the most faulty work of that period,

A8 tha soui of laster Hugues' fﬁgue was
Jjust dee discernible through the intricacies of its
form,so the spirit shone through the incorreot
perspective of these Iarly lasters,

In the very imperfoction of our work lies the

hope that -

" When a soul has secn
By the means of Evil that Good is besd,
And through earth and its noiss, what is
’ heaven's S8TeNS,-
When 1ts faith in the same has stood tle lLegte
Uiny,- the child grown man, you burn the rod,
Tne uses of labour are surely done

There remaineth a rest for tné people of God,"™
Now we must apply this thsory. Lo artist can ever
hopa to fulfil: his idsal on earth; nor would it be

wall for him if it were posginlz, It suffices that
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he should ceaselessly atrive to encompass his end,

In the same way it is not to be hoped or desired that

man Should in this life attain perfsotion. The star-

~fish is aom@lete and perfect in cvery way, HDubt man

is not for that réason a creature inforior to the

star%iah. The labtter has attained ite limitced perfecd-
(1)

~ion, while man is " a God though in the germ,"

8till in procesa of developument,

This innate divinit& of wan, in Bruwning'a
opinion, is due entirely to his power of loving, His
love may, and indeed always doss, fall in some degree
short of ultimate perfection; but the fact that he loves

at all suffices to cut him off once and for all (rom

mere brube creation, Yhus every impulse towards love,

avery acbion inspired by it is & gtep further in whe

attainment of idsal perfectlion,

(1) Rebbi Ben Ezra. Stanza xiii,
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The same incompleteness is oharacterisiic of our
mowledge, :an is not only a loving enimal, The passion'
for the attainment of mowlzdge im an integral nart
of man's true purpose, But as in Lhis life we can never
love perfectly,naither can we tow all,

We are only granted just enough light to point us on our
upward path, - Our kmowledwss,however, at its highest
is bounded by sense, and leaves us very far from God,

It is by love that w2 come nearest to Him, It was not
Christ's omnisc¢iznce bub his gsalf-gacrificing liiec of
love, which founded Christianity.

HMan's love, impsrfect as it is, is the basis
on which Browning rests his oclief ir the ultimate
#yightness®™ of the world, Thers ar: mbments)xnown
only to the lover when wan se=2ms to bridge the gulf
between the finite and ths infinite. God's wold for a
briszf moment is se:xn in all its radianée; and then the

vision fadsa, shubt out by the world,
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Sush an »xperiecnce is racalled by the eluerly

scholar and dresmer “who apcexs in Ry . llbe Fiposidc.

Az ho si‘oa to all appearance "“de>p in Greek" his

thoughts go back Lo.an evening man'y voars ago vihen he

had wandered side by sidé with the girl he lovaed through
a lonely and beautiful tract of ;alpiné country. «8 they
had -auvszd for a mousnt Lo gaze ab the fading light

in the western sity, be bhad trembled to gpeak those
wvords which jtiough t.he;;.f might brzak down the barricr
petwesn their souls, wmight on the other hand widen the
distance betwsen them, But at the very Tirst word

he had ﬁt.bered‘ she had filled his beart with & love
infinitely larger than he had dared to hope for-

"y moment after, and hands unsesn
Were henging the night around us fast.
But we mew that a bar was broken between
| 1,4f2 and life; we were wivedi at last

"

In saite of the mortal scveen,

ains2 then they had had but ore soul batwern them,
)
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“sach is suckad

Into each nowj;on, the new stream rolls

Whabtever rocks obsiruct, "

That day hsd led

"To an age 80 blest that by its side

Touth sesms the . sL> instsad, "
That so virfect a momant of ravalation,followed by
such utter soul=union, does not often fail to the lot of
the averag? man, Browning himself cbnfesses in this very
po:m,in the words -

"Bﬁt who coould have expected this,
Yhen we two drew togebhor Jirvrst
Juat for the obvious human oliss,
To satisfy life's daily thirsi

"ith a thing nen dcldom misat? "
But that it is invariably to the lover rathsr than to

-he scaker after Xmowiedge that such a ro.elation coues,

if 1t comes at all, -se:ms bto have been one of his
stroﬁgast convictions, Faracelsus wastes thz whole of

his life seeking for an immediate vision of truth,
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whila to dozans.of the poet's nameless lovers it is

ravealed, To taks tvio or three 2xamplas orf this
almost at random -~

"Brightest truth, purest trust in the univarss -

all were for me

In the kiss of ons girl,"

h> says in Sugmum Donum . : and again, in A Peaxrl, A Girl,

“'ooctulaa I an rx‘ap‘b in blaze
Crzation's Lord, of heaven and csarth
Lord whole and sole - o a pinute's birth

Through the love in a girit "
It would bes e2asy to multiply such instances, but one
would seek 13 vain_in his poetry for such a revelation
granted to a searcher after knowlzdge,
Browning believed that Truth abides in the
soul its21lf, but he was ever more strongly convinced as
thz vears went by that the‘intellect. unless it is

¢uickenad by love’will nv2r reach it,
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“No, it is love which is the "logos"™ that makes all things
. plain, Br@wning regarded the workd as worlting steadily
Upwardé‘towarda "one far-off divine 2vent™- a Tinal and
coumplete assurance., But as yzars went by he grew more
and more convinced that this assurance will never oome
0 pass through the agenoy of knowledge~ that it will
»be~the result of love,
For love, whether its object be a catb,

a deg, a huran being, a country, a cause, or God
Eimselﬁis a divine light leading towa:ds the final
revelation of God's truth, Horeover, it is sverywhere
present, . A1l the good in the world is bul a manifest-
~ation of 1it, When Pra Lippo Lippl says-—

*Or say there's beauty with no soul at ali,
{ T never saw it- put the case the same-)
_You get about the best thing God invenis,-
AThat‘s somewhat, And you will find the soul you

-haMe missed,

Wwithin yourself when you return Him thankst "

he means that beauty is always an apparition of love. " and
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1f anyone though loving the beauty fail to detect
dlatent soul,yet the effect it works on his own soul
proves the secrot _resscnce of love," (1)
But it may be objected at this point that
the world as Browning saw it was not composed only
of Good but of Bvil also,

There 1s not space here to discusa fully how
bis hypothesis of universal love was made compatible
with the sxistocnce of evil, It is sufficient merely to

suggest the main line of his argument, He regarded
life a8 a progress from the finite to the infinite-
from 2vil Lo good, If Truth existed alone there wquld
b2 no progress, and therefo:.e no meaning to the word
Truthe. It 1sgnn;‘which gives significance to the word
Y28 . Thus it is the conflict of good gith 2vil which
voonatitutes the world as a probation plaog.

At the same time, Browning in later vzars,

was car:=ful %o reduce svil to mere phenomena - an

illusion begotten by Lne_m_mg_ef_man._ﬁs_ne_smﬁn in

1) Bury J.(Bg Soc.Papers) Bgso Philosophy Pt IIT.
() = ( Bq g(u.:‘u_é Pou.\.o. 13,
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Abt Vogleyr - " Thé 2vil 1is null, is naught, in sileno:
implying sound,"
| The evil is ultimately reduced to the 1limbo
of sense, It is just part of the machinery which goes to
the mak;ng of a man - necessary indszed but of no imporb—
ance except in its relation t6 the Good,

The poems which have been examined in this
and the preceding chapters | "are dramatic pistures of
lif> drawn in such a way as to let us detect love as the
permanent spiritual unity underlying the manifold changing

variety of sircumstances,” () To fight his way with
ocaseless and untiring zeal through earth's chances and
changes to this goal is man*s purpose in life,

God reveals himself as Love through the
mzdium of Power and Knowledge., But the révelatian ;n Lods

life is neoessarily incomplete, Bishop Bloughram is

voicing the poet's own conviction when he sayas

(1) Bﬁry J. ( Bg Soc, Papers) Browning's Philosophy

Part L.
Q’ol, S dass . t’) 32



"It wevrs bhe seeing him, no {lesh shall dare |
Some think, Creations meant to show nim.forQn:
I say, its meant to hide him all it can,

And that's what all the blessed Evil's for,"

To nost men

" ieeees Taith means perpstual unbelief

Kept quiet like the snake'neath iiichael's foot

(1)
Who stands calm just becaus: he f22ls it writhe."

It is only

"When the fight begins within himselfl,

A man's worth something. God stoops o'er his head
Satan looks up between his feet - both tug -

Ha's left, himself, in the nmiddle: tné_saul wakes
And grows, Prolong that battle through his lifel

(2)
Never leave growdng till the life to come."

T2re we have the whole process in a few lin:s, The
goal is there,iruly, put the value of the strugule is
ehiefly in the prooess,

The revelation of Love in all its beauty can come to

(1) Bishop'Bloughram®’s spology

P

(2) Toid,
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no man without rendsring nim "uselesa for this world's

(1)
purposea” Erowning gives us a curiously inter:sting
example of such a case in the _Eois £ o
Ehvsiciana

Writing to his master Abib,Karshish r.lat.s Lis
experiencss while travelling in Palestine, 4 physician
hims21f he is naturally strongly interested in strange
medical casesn, One very curiegs oasz2 he has encountered
in his travels, so sirange and unaccountable that it
has arrssted his attention to such an extsnt that be is
oomz;elled to unburden his mind to Abib. So he tells
‘ him how a man suffering from a kind of trance had,
several years before been suddsnly brought to life throuch
the agsncy of some drug, or spell or art unknown (and
which Karshish feels it would be profitable to disoover)A

The patient, Lazarus bylname, had been restorsd
to perfect physical health but ever since that time had
.suffered from a strange halluecination, that he had becn

— et >

(1) An Epistle (Jarshish)
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restored to life no£ from a mere trance but from actual
death,.

Karshish admits that such a Jdzlusion in itself is
not unaccountabla, But the ciroumsbance which docs
not explain itself by smiy natural m;ans, is that the man
scems now “unique among his fellow men? " Phis grown
nan eyes the world now like a ohild,® Iz allows
momentous events to pass by him without realising in the
12ast their significance, while the mareﬁtvtrifles will
gometimes stiy him to the very depths of bhis being,
The news of an army’s besieging the town in whioch he
dwellg does nob even stir a passing interasb, yet

wSnoak of some trifling fact-he will gaze
with stupor ab its very littlaness—r???...
Should his child siclen unto death,- why lodk
For soarce abatement of his cheerfulness,
Or prastermission of his daily cralt- |
While a word,gesture,glance from that same child
At play or in the scbhool or laid aslesp,

Will atart him to an agony of fear;* -

Tt geems as if —
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“He holds on firmly to some thread of life.......
Which,conscious of, he must not enter yet~ |

The spiritual life around the sarthly life!

The law of that is knowm to him as thige |

His hecart and brain move there,his feet atay here
So 1z the man perplexed with impulses

Sudden to start off orosswigg.- "

(178-187)

In this way Lazarus becomes
| "Professedly the faultier that he Ymows

God's secret, while he holds the thread of life. "

{ 200.301)
The moral which Browning secms to convey tihroughout
hig whole poetry ié that though life should be & mumger
for the infinite, yvot 1t'ia essential 1o recognise our
limitations and to work within them, while &% the same tim
never permitting ourselves to be conﬁenb with them. Deahﬁ
\ .

therefore inastesd of being the last resort of the tircd
soul Lfrom which all hope has fled becomes a ¢larion call

to & new world -~ the infinite - whither the man who hos

striven on earth shall pass, there to be oompleted,
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Man must give himself in love and servioce to humanity
but "™if on ear?h vz goal could be reached where then
were Heaven?" (1)

rYassionately as Browning loved the world and
eﬁerything 1n';t,he could fac2 death not merely with
salm a?migiammput with aotual Joy3 for it meant to
niﬁ‘just a"black minute" end afterwards a glorious

reunion with "the moul of® his ®soul"™- the wife who

had gone beiore.

e ] ’ .
(1) C. Collins. Iromninx’s Poems. Vel. iv (iarginallote)
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CHAPTER VII

Result of setting mowlcdge as the goal of life

(CGerman Cultur; Bichard ill) - Grammarian®s

Pumeral not a sulogy of knowle.ge - the dissatisfaot-
-~ion resulting from setting Xnowledge as ouv aim({Slagn)

TS GLEVEERAUSEER OB TSR

Hurerous 2:-amplas have beon cited in the preoeding
7 chapters, illustrating Browning's conception of the
auperiority of Love to Knowledgé a3 & wmobive forsce on
parth w0 raise wankind to God; while foom time To time
as occasion deomanded, it has besn suogested on what
groun s h2 bLoses Lhat assuncplion,.

= have confincd our attention up to uhe present,

3
3
0

o “he sonaideving of the posiluive value of love as a

wiifying prineiplz of life. It remaina, thexdfore,to

investigate +tho result of putiting mowlc.ge in ;ta rlace.
Browning consziveld of inteilectual gailn apaxt from

love, &n &b 2280 uszleas, wnd at worst noaitivily harme



-1l to the individual and the reco. farasclsus at
the snd of his caresr vas made to realinz ab 1§ast
part of this truth. Had Browning heon alive during
the laat fow ysars of disaster and upheaval, he would
have had even further and conVincing proof of the
unhappy results of the cultivation of the intelleot ab
the expense of the soul, in the amrcciﬁies comuitted in
»ths recent war7resu1tanﬁ from what is noboriously
‘;tyled "German Cultur "
A great race, capable as we w2ll Imow of
high aschizvements in the realms of muaie,patntrﬁg,
and poetry, has for a gensration or two sel itself to
acquire knowledge, FEducation, Invention and reosearch.
’
ancouraced and aided by the State to the exclusion of
all elmse, have result;d-in the turnming out of millions

of finely-organised intellectual rachines: and the

pitter fruit of such an ideal has been ssen only too
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slainly in ths vandalism, treaochery, snd cruelty
p2rpetrated by these iptelleetual machines in the
five yszars of horvor -hich have just passed over us,
Lor 1is the effeot discernible in the character of the
erman people only but®in the dinregard‘and contempt
of religion and morality,which during the last dzoade
haa'spreaQ all over Eurnpe and Americe lile a devastating
discase,
Shalz2apeare in his coneception of the onaraaher
of Richard i1 shows us better than snyone else - aven
- Browning himaelé - what happens when a nan sets intelleot
above all glme, .
Aa Richard stabs King Henry VI he reveals
the ideal he has before him,

"Down, down to hell; and say ; sent t??% thither
I that have neither pity, love, NOr feB8Tecscscsnse
I navs no brother, I ar like ne brother,
And this word ®love", which grey beards call divine
Be resident in men like one another

(8)
And not in me; I am myszl1ll alons,."

o

glg 1ines & % Act v, So.vi#, Ienry vi, rart iii,.
3 " "t ” 1414

" =33 W " "
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The world is just a place for him™bo bustle in"
and its inhabitants merely obstructions to be removed.
He gtands intellectually naad and gshoulders above his
fellowa, and he uses his keen and biting wit solely o
"clothe™ his '"naked viliﬁgy," and to plot murder
upont murder until he forces & bloodnsbaihed passaze o
the throne.

Suoh & wmonstrosity as Shakespeare with his
rarvellous psychological insight ﬁere reveala to us,
is the resuld of sstiing intelligence rather than love
as the goal of one's sxistence,

There is anly one poenr in the 1858 adition in

which the desire of ‘mowladge im depicted as an suinently

desirable objsot in life,
raad oursorily and without insight, night seen to
.cﬁntradict all that has been stated in this essay,
conocrning Browning's theory of the raiamive inferiority

of knowladge to love,
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The Grammarian, followed to iis last rest by a
reverent band of loving, faithful followers, is indesd
a noble figure, Az we laama'nim " loftily lying " it
might sesu that in ﬁhia ons poem ab 1éast.Browning meant
to give nowledge its.due; that here he wished to show
»that the mere piling up of facts, the very “grinding
at grammar" are ends noble and sufficient in themselves,
Bﬁt a closer ?aading of the poem reveals that such
was not his intentigmfin the least, It was not because
he aspired to lnow, but because he aspired at all, that
Browning glves hin suoh enthusiastic praise, His noobility
of soul lay inthe faclt that, tnqugb he realised that
the tesk to which he had sgt his whole snergies, could
by its very natuxe, nesver be fulfilled in this life, yel
he still aspired, He was great Decasuse he saw Lhis life
in its2 true propertion - a mere drop, bLhough an essential
ane_»in the great ocean of the infinite; that he esbima&éd

physical beauty and the joys and sorrows of this world as
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insignificent; that he preferred heaven's success to tLhat
of earth, - casting himself, and all his unfulfillea
.aspirations on the meroy and love of God,
The whole significance of the poem is concen—
~trated in the inspiringllines-

“Phat low man seeks a little thing to do,
Sees it and does it:

This high man, aiéing at a nillion,

Risses a unit.
Thatshas the world here - should he need the nexft

Lot ths world mind him!? | b
Thig, throws himself on God,and unperplext

Seeking shall find him,"

( 113- 124 )

So far from finding his greatness to consist in the
object of his aspiration, one mighd say-instaad, that he
was great'in splite of that objsot, To pubt it so atrongiy
would Dbe perhajs overshooting the marky bub it is
certainly true, that had the objeet of his passion been

the aoquisition of love, instead of kmowledge, he would
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in Browning's eyss8, have becoms an even mors nobvle figure,
The mere piling up of facts is at best a
very dull business, and it is noteworthy that the Grammar-
-ian, throughout his whole 1ife of struggle, looked sver
Fo something beyond, e was wallgaware that real 1ife
lay out beyond the mastery "of learning's crabbed text®
, ;fu

and Tocomment™. This was m=rely a preparation for the
actual glorious and full life which was to follow in its
wake, whether on this earth, or another, it was immaterial,
VOf this rich and perfeect life to come)thougn "dead Lrom

the walst down" he never for a moment lost ncpe.lnstead)

he threw on God,

God's task Lo make the heavenly period
Pzrfect the earthen,"”

while in the meantime he bent his tirsd head ovzar his
books, and struggled on with his drsary task,

The Grammarian 4id neot, as Paraoeléus, malke
the fatal,mistéke of trying to grasp knowledge once and

for all in its entirely, but realised instead that -aoh
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truth obta;n@d@ was a mers ﬁt@ppiﬁgpgton@ to another
higher than 1te>1f; nor 414 ho sesk an lapacelsus did
te enjoy 1in this 1ife ss woll am o Imow; sut ssrenely
trusting in his soul's importality ho =3 content Lo
walt for joy until tha.uowid 4D TOLL3 .

in this poam,buvizl aa 1Y is,Browning was worikiiy
out the sare thought whieh  rovaills in Ferecclaus,
narsly, that the best of 1if: is t0 be obtainsd o) thons
~ho can grasp the trus msaning of cﬁr lipitations on
this carth, and who 40 not try to forco into this
- world the Jdevelopments which sre only posaible elsewhore,

If then, Jhg f is not,

as 1t might so3w L0 be al first giance, a gulogy of the
3T desire‘bo asquire xpowladge for ita own aalks, in”
Clagn . w2 heve ambodisad the tbheory that owlzig: withe
~out love osn only 224 in odittorness of spiritﬁﬁg;agn;
says Professor Alexander ® who is 40 typify e

highest dsvelopdwent of ichi the individual ren is
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capabls in tnis.world. is the consummate flower of
the most perfect,if not the higheat oivilisatiom}whian
the world haa secn, He is a Grezk of thé begimming of
our era, the complex produwect of that nany-sided culture
which belongs to the last phase of the intellectual
1l1fe of Oresce, A8 poet, artist, philoaopher;h& umites
in himself all the intelletctual aptitudes of men ™ (4)
Side by side with Claqn himself Browning
with subtle art has set the compani;n piosture of Protus
Qin his Tyrammy®™¢ his life " complete and whole now
in its power and Jjoy." Betweon these two men it would
sezm that all the possibilitiss of human 1ife have been
exhauated, Yet both of thesec highly-orgzanised intelleote
-ual products of a great age are unhappy discontented
men, The both see * the wider,but to sigh the more®

| Protugs "the fortunate of men " must die somctime and

l2ave behind him - nothing - unless, perchance,a orazen

(1) Alexander W,J, rage.33d..4



statue to overlook his grave, Iior is Cleon the poet

more blessed, In spite of his wondexrful achicvements,
his capacity for actual living is now far less than that
of many a far simpler soul, Sadly he ccnfesses,

" Indeed, to Xyow is something, and to prove

How all this beauty might be enjoyed, is more:
But, lmowing nought, to enjoy is something too.

Yon rower with the moulded muscles there
Lowzring the sall, is nearer it than I.

1 can write love~ odes,~ thy fair slave's an ode
I get to sing of love,when grown toqgrey

For being beloveds:-she turns to that young man,
The nmuscles all a-ripple on his back,

I kxnow the joy of Kingshipt well- thou art kingl "

{291 - 300 )

Here we havs yebt once again reitersted,the thought which
Browning put also into the mouths of Norbert and that name-—

(1)
~lass lover of a Last Ride logetheor :— the emptiness of

the existence of the poet or painter in comparison with

the rioher life of those who experience +the beauty and

(1) Vide ante-~ page.68, .
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Joy, of which these Iookaras~on of life only write
or paint,
Aswﬁhe days :1id=s by, and ho fealises that his
youth is gopme for ever, it is a poaf consolation to .
Glean)a.to know thabt though he is aqu to dﬁ? his
works may achieve irmortality. he tine is 1280 approach
-ing he complaing.

* %¥hen I shall kmow most, =nd yet loast ehjoy*
‘When all my woiks wherein I p%éve ny worth,
Being present atill tg mook me in men's mpuths.
Alive atill, in the phrase or such as tnou;

I, I the feeling,thinking, acting man,
The man who loved his 1ifp sSo oven huch,
Shall alesp in my urm™

(517 -383)

"\

A gloomy prospect indeed! The nniy’ﬂﬁﬁmg which couxq
afford any coufort to a spirit jasaeage& ofvsdﬂknsa;;abie
a thirst for 1ife would ve the hope of a futuke state

*Unlimited in capability
' ?
For joy, as this is iz desiye for joy!L
(526- 327)
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.But to Cloon the scoret of God's love, and its
corollary, immortality, has not bezn ravealed;
and he breaks off abruptly from his dream of another
wofld y&th a sigh -
" But, not

Zous has not revealed it; and alas!
H2 must have done so - wers it possible! ®

(333 - 536)_

Ther with tragic and unconscious ivony, he proceeds
to mention with the contempt of a highly -~ zducated
Gresk for " a mere barbarian Jew " , Paﬁlus, tﬁe ong
nan who might have given form and assurance o his dim
longings; and to set down his dootrine - of which he
knows nothing - as one whioch " could be held »y no sane
wen”.

Cleon has indeed aohievedlgreat'bnings, but his
outlook on 1life is at root a purely selfish one, He is

£1lled with s great joy—hungerg
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" For joy spread round about us, meant for us,
Inviting us; and atill the soul ecraves alll - "

(240 - 1)

He has proved that human life ig inadequate;~that thsre
is a sad disproportion between the desire of the soul
and the capaeity for fulfilling it,- and he despairs,
Thus, though he has drunk deeply of life's cup of joyful
2xparience, and though he' has Grained the horn of
knowledge to what he beliesves are its very dregs, he pre-
=-82nts an infinitely sadder pictureﬁtnan the poor
éfammarian who died before he had ever tasted life, end
who knew from the beginning that the horn of Imowledge

. ' : that
to which he eagerly put his lips was just likeRor which
Thor drank in the land of the Gpents—, of so infinite
a capacity, Lhat the deépeat draught would make no
approciable difference to hfs fulneass, For the Grammarian
,nad learnt the soorot of God's love,the Itnowledge of which
was denied to Cleon,

The probable attitude of men of intellzeot and leaxrmning

towards Christ and his immediate followers, se’ms to
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have arrested Browning®s imagination, With marvellous
powsT of detachment, and umerring psychological insight,
h2 hss w@presented to us in _Clegn the indifferent contempt
with whioh many d nignly—cuitured gentlile must have
listened to the rumours of the Nazarene Teacher and Mirasle

~Workar,

we have set forth
with even wmore subtle dramatie power, the attitude adopted
by an Arabian physician who hes unwillingly stubbled upen
ong of the results of Christ's presence on this carth,
Lazarus and his story, are at first to him just another
medical case~ & strange one indeed, but yet only one of
rany., In Karshish there takes place that struggle between
the intellect and heart which Browning so often depiots,
His critical asnd scientifioc mind inmmediately sets to work
analysing fascts to find soms rationaliastic theory which
shall evplain thes circumstance, We sec his attempts o
shake off the impression which Laewmarus has mads on him,

He finally decides that tihis man, so different from his
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fellows, is just s madmen, and him oconvictions of the
Divinity of his haaler,merely ona of ths halluoinations
ocommon 0 oertain types of menpal disesase,

Satiasfied for the moment, he changes the subject,
aszking parden of his Master for attaching so undue importe
~ance to so trivial a matter, when there so many other
significant things calling for remark,

But, at the closs of the letter, in the very
poslsoript, he reverta yet once meors to the f%?inaitng
subject. This time ,he doss not attempt to oloak the
matter with an atmospher: of lsarned scientific investigas-
-tion, but bursts out with strong and genuine feeling -
almast as though the truth were being foreced from him
by some unsesn foree within his soul,- VWhat if the
physician who healed Lazarus was actually Almighty God!

Such & revelation, he is well awars would
open an entibely new world of possibiiibies,tnrowing all
his sciéntifio research into oblivion, by its startling

significance, God, he has worsinipped as a Being All
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occasion of a wrath so terrible that it raducea the whole
race of wman to helpless awe, Is it pomaible, he wonders,
that God unibeg Power with Love - and a Love 80 ipfinitely
tendar that he has be’n willing to come down on earth -
a man arong men - to serve and help his oreatures? Is
it poesible too, that his love reaching out to all mortals
impels them to love him in retumm?

Strangely stirred by this arvesting thought, and
by the vision of immortal 1ife, which it brings along
in its train he ories out with uncontrollable swotion.-

®The very God! think, Abib; dost thou think?
So, the All-Great, were the All-loving too-
So,through ths thunder comes a human voice
Saying "O heart I made, a hesart beats here!
+Fage, my hands fashioned, se2 it in Mysell,
"Thou hagt no power nor uay'st conceilve of line
"But love I gave thes, with Myself to love,
“and -thou Duot love me who have died for thee! "
The madman sz=ith He said so: it is strange."

( 304,312 )

P EEE IR R NI N AN NI S A B LN A N B
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CHAPTER VIII

Importality the corollary of God*s love

(SEDngﬁg thres stages in svolution of man's
conception of God (Calibap upon Seteboss Cleons
Saul and Karsghish ) -~ conclusion,

The phrase " God*s love and itd corollary,
imnortality parhaps requires some justification.
Dozss the 1_ove of God towards wankind nscessarily imply
that e has destined him to recoive the gift of Eternal
life?

This question in the abstract does not concern
us here., What must be considared in these pag:zs i3
Browning's permsonal attitude towards immortality., This

is set forth unmistakeably in Saul, _

The youthful David, his whole soul filled

+to0 overflowing with wondering admiration for Suml's
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beauty and strength, is moved to intense pity as he
82e’ his hero sagorising in the gloom,in helplaas 1mpoteqoe
Uﬁtwining tge 1iliss from his harp, the lad straightway
asts about his task of love - to bring Saul baok from
bhis iiving death to the fulness and Joy of life, Omne after
another, pe sings ths songs which would be familiar to
- the King - from the shepinerd's folding tune to that

graat

N eecee Ehorus imbtonad

As the Levites go up to the altar in zlory enthroned .
A groan in the darlmsss, signifying that life is
stirring onde move in Saul, spurs him Lo furthsr 2£fort,
end he aings rapturously of -

"eses the wild joys of living! the leaping fronm

rock up to rock - i
until, with heart almost bursting with love and pity,

he proclaims in song, Saul’s greal glory and power.
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At lenglh, with a long shudder, the King wakes
frou: his trance; bvt eatill his body remains inert, and
his 2ye vacantly lothargic, S0 David bends once more
to hia tas't of healing.

Asfter some time has >lapsed, hz is rawardad
by s:z3inz Saul assuﬁe a more normal attituds, Taking
his little minatrel betwszsn his huge kness, the King
lays his hand gently on the boy's nead,and looks at him
earnestly, As David returns his steady gaze, ns yearng
for still greater power to invent even more happiness for
the magter he loves, If he only kmew how,he would
fisap nevar ending joys upon Saul; he would give him -

M essessse Now life altogebher, as good,
ages hence,
As this noment, - had love but the warrant,
love's heart to dispengey "
( stanza 15, )

The soul of bLh2 YOUDE prgpputs C2aching out to

Saul with that love wvhich desires to spend itesslf eternally,



130

i suddenly mnm; with a longing 1o bestow ug;m him
the gift of 1@1«@@@11@.‘ Surely, he mm;m, " i1 ha.
would m &y pains give 1it, God would give it too, oy
othovwiso humen lovs would outetrip the a¥vinee which

camot Le~ whioh shall not ba, The wish, the ory shall

- | - ’ (1)
be answored -~ and the answor 1s Ghe Advant of Christ,”
For this vary love 01t by Dewid, is itself but

8 am of God. He juvestioos his hoars -
Q " Do I find lowe smo full in my nature, God*'s |
vltigate pifs,
That I doubb his own love ocsp compete with it?
| hapa, the parts shife?
‘Heve, the oreaturs surpsas tho Greater, the ond,
o wiat BogenT -
Would I fain in vy ippotont yeeaming do all for
o thin mem, .
aAnd dare doubd He aleme ahall not balp hiwm,
/ who you alane ocen?
{(Stacza 17 )

o :W,:

{1} O. Collins EBrowning's Foous liargmal ¥ote
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It 1s wnthinkable! The very ganerogs emotion wnion
is ever now stirring his heart is but & gif't which has
its origin in the love of Cod, Ha2 g228 his love as it is,-
- a mere impulse which has not the power to realise itamelf,
He ﬁould suffer for Saul even to Jdsath, But .ven if the
gacriifice were accomplished it rould be of no avail, So
from " man®s nothing peffeot " L2 ig impelled to turm
for help to “God's Alli-Complete "3 and there he iinds,
in the person of Christ, Love tanifesting itself through
Powzr, infinite Lov:z and‘infinite Fower, - of which the
highest van can attain is but a shadow - expressing itself
in infinite selfésacrifice.

As Davil stumbles home to his shesp iun the
dawn, all1 Nature, se=us with him, to be awaiting the
coming of the lessiah, The forest trembles with awe, as
the breese oomeé and goes lhrough its leaves; thers 1is a

gtartled dresad in the eyes of the very oeasts; even the
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upturned faces of the flowers tell the same talej while
every tiny streamlet, as it trickles ovar the se gtones,

rurmuring, whispers,

" B'an sol it ia sot "

Browning gives us in thre> seéarate poens, thre:z
definite stages in the evolution of man's concéptian of
God,

(1)
The untutgred savage repres>nted by Caliban

s=228 in his God the atﬂgbube of irresponsible power
exercised in.a manner wholly capricious, Setebos has
made the world, But h:s could not makke a second self,
and he would not make a oresture ropugnant to himj so
the work of his hands h=3 Decome a s2ing as like himself
as posdible though built on a smallsr scale,

Thus Caliban secs in Setebos only himself

highly magnified, end clothes him with all his own charao-

«~teristies, His Cod is a Being t:rrible and capriciousl;

(1) Caliben upon Setzbog.
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ocruel, dealing wiﬁh the world he has made,as Caliban
himaclf does with the cbjects in his power - sparing
some, slaying others, as sults his convenienscs or
caprice. 4bove him 3its the Quiet, & Being still
more powerful, who has made Setebos himself,

About the Quiet, Caliban does not concern hime
-g21lf, It suffices that he confineé his attention to
Setebos, respecting and feaying him just soc long as he
thinks himaelf.waﬁaned. The obvigus thing to do is
to make onesslf as inconspicuous as possible, - and
above all, to aveid appearing too happy. For just as
Caliban is moved to destroy two flies Dausking in the sun-
-3hine, whilé“he gpares two bestles in less fortunate
circunstances, 80 Scetebos, in Jealous anger, will wreak
vengeance on g creature who flaunts his happiness, and

probably will leawve unmolested his more humble and



134,

insignificant brother.

Caliban's Setebos is manifestly neither ocmnipotent
nor omnigdient, nor yst all-loving, Iz hes indesd a
great deal of power, and a certain degres of knowledge;
but love is left entirely out of his composition,

The %eus worshipped by Cleon, thsugn,far—remawma#»
from the primitive Setebos, nevertheless falls very far
shott of the Christian ideal, Ho is alnighty and
omniscient, exercising his power in a wall-regulated
manner whioh makes for the progresas of the race, There
ia in hinm no malice or caprice. Yet Tlzonm is [lainly
not satisfied either with Zeus, or the world he conceivefl
t0 have been created by him » Does he care for mankind?
That is the question Clson azks himself, and to which
ﬁa caﬁ find no satigfactory reply. If Zsus is a God of
Love, how does it happen that ¥ life's inadequate to
joyT " If he cares for us individually, why is
thers 80 grievous a disproportion between ouf asgpiration

and our grasp? If - he loves us,why must we azrow old and
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die?

To such quesations as theae, there is no answer, -
except in the doctrines taught by a Barbarian Jew, whom
Cleon, in the prids of his race and culture, regards
writh infihite contempt and indifference,

Zeus indsed is ultimately not very much more
satisfactory as a 0God than the degradzd Setebys. Hiam
infinite Powar and Knowledge afford neither comsesnsation
to man for the misery he suffers on earth, nor any hoge
of the continuing and pzrifecting, in anothor world, of
such joys as may in this life chance to L2211 to his lot.

Bul the God who nmanifested Himsell to David in
hig vision of the Measiafh, and whose reirlected glory,
shining in the face of the raised  Lazarus, sbruck the
Arab Karshish with a strangs wonder, togesther with all the
attributes of Zeus, has yet oneg other attribute which in
itself includes bthem all, and phat is _Loves

fthad worth of Christianity, as Browning secs it,
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is that it revealq?@bd 23 a God of Love; and the grasping
of this great faot is for each soul the highest aim in

life.

Love not only constitutes the very nature of God,
but it is also the iroral idsal of man, and the purpose
and 2ssence of all created being@, »oth animate znd inanimale

" 0 world,as God haz made 1t! All is beautys:
And xmowing this, is love, and love is duty."

(Thae. Guardian-Anegl)

FINIS,
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