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Cast:

Wissenschaftler (Sohn der Frau) — scientist (son of the woman)
Frau - woman
Mann (Sohn des Wissenschaftlers) — man (son of the scientis)

Seeigel 1 (sea urchin 1)/ “Choir”
Seeigel 2 (sea urchin 2) / “choir”

Duration: ca. 70 min.

Orchestra:
1 flute/piccolo/alto flute
1 trumpet in B (or C)
1 tenor bass trombone
1 electric guitar / western guitar + preparations

1 percussionist

1 violin
1 double bass

Score in C

soprano
soprano
tenor

soprano (amplified)
baritone (amplified)

Commissioned by Hamburg State Opera (opera stabile)
in ccoperation withAkademie Musiktheater Heute (Deutsche Bank Stiftung)

Premiere: 02. Mai 2019



Cymbals

Percussion

Percussion Map
Die Nacht der Seeigel

1 Thai Gong small

1 Tibetan Bowl in A

1 Thai gong medium

2 Octave Crotales

1 orchestra bass drum (ohne pedal)
1 bass drum (mit pedal)

1 Snare drum

1 Tom medium

Hi-Hat

2 Cymbals (medium and ride)
Low bongo

High bongo

Low woodblock

Medium woodblock

High woodblock

In a separated staff:

1 Schlitztrommel (2 Téne) 20-30 cm

Cabasa

1 Metal can 15 cm
Gliro

Vibraslap

Rachet

Flexatone
Waldteufel

Triangle beater

Hard soft mallets

Soft mallets

Hard mallets

Hard-medium soft mallets
Contrabass bow

Rods (light and heavy)

2 in 1 beater: mallet soft/drumsticks
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Tam-tam Thai gong Tibetan bowl in A Thai gong
small medium
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Bass Bass Snare Tom Medium  Ride [ ow bongo Highbongo Low High
Drum 1 Drum 2 grym Medium cymbal woodblock  woodblock
ohne Pedal Mit Pedal
Percussion Mallets
Tam-Tam Superball rubber mallets

Broom with a wooden stick (Besen mit Holzgriff)

Waterbox made of plastic with water inside ca. 15-20 cm

Spring Drum




General Remarks:
Flageoletts are marked with a ° and sound as notated unless indicated differently.
con sord for brass indicates always a straight mute, other mutes are explicitly mentioned.

Double bass transposes one octave down, piccolo flute transposes one octave up and crotales sound
two octaves higher.

sf means an espressivo accent as opposed to sfz which signifies a dynamic and loud accent.

o — mute instrument/strings (cymbals/guitar)

— - a) arrow after a box/ “action” shows the duration of the action (in the box) until the next
note/rest

b) gradual change of one playing technique / one vowel/consonant to another one

bdt raise/lower pitch by ¥ tone

raise or lower pitch a little,approx. 1/6tel tones

vt~

o
N ax

m m m @ Beaters and mallets (from left to right):

1. thin stick (of Timbales or similar
2. drumstick

3. timpani mallets

4.double bass bow

5. superball/xylophone beater
6.hand (palm)

U additional signs (Huihui Cheng):
m Soft/hard mallet

triangle beater

m The other side of a mallet or brush
] Rub in circle

Tl Sweep up and down

Sweep from half way to the rim

Sweep left to right
Bell of a cymbal
Rim

71
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@ Rub the cymbal by turning it in circle
Q with fist hit the edge of the bass drum, heart beat effect

o Open tone — Offener Ton/Schlag

+ Closed (muted or stopped) tone — Geschlossener (geddmpfter oder
gestoppter) Ton/Schlag




Glissandi - Portamenti

continuous glissando (left), with port. (right) gliss shortly before next beat:
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Abbreviations

c.s. - con sordino (for brass: always straight mute unless stated differently)
s.s. - senza sordino

M* — Multiphonic

s.p. — sul ponticello

s.t. — sul tasto

m.s.p. — molto sul ponticello
m.s.t. — molto sul tasto

crini — with the hair

col legno — with the wood (bow)

col legno tr. circ. — col legno tratto ... bowing with wood of the bow, horizontal circular movement
l.v. —lasciare vibrare

n.v. —non vibrato

Remarks for individual instruments:

Brass

Harmon mute with stem (wah-wah mute)

Bucket mute

Straight mute

Generally: Different lines of glissando indicate the pitches, dynamics, and vibrato during the glissando

Electric Guitar

Ghost effect: slide the drum stick up and down the frets creating a ghost sound effect, to be used with

reverb.

There are demo samples audio files available, as an example for the desired effects.

Percussion

To prepare the tin can: Remove the lid of the can. The other base stays in place. Make a hole in the middle of the base. Pull the E-
Guitar string through the hole. The ball of the guitar string stays in the inside of the can lid. The other end of the guitar string is tied

to hook onto a percussion stand. (can be supplied by the composer)

Wave effect, put your palm on the drum skin and move it around



Strings

B.pizz Bartok pizz
u heavier bow pressure than usual
a lighter bow pressure than usual
© circling bow, hold the bow with all fingers and do a circular movement on the string
Voices
¥ Spoken
= Whisper
. X
< Spoken-sung

Percussive sound

|

Pronounciation

f—f like in fall

3—voiced j like in French g/j—Jargon or Jules et Jim

k — ¢/k like in cat

k'a — articulate clearly c or k with an 'a' vowel as resonance (almost imperceptible vowel)
n— voiced German 'ng’ like in Verschmelzung, Drang or England
U-open ‘0’ in the back of the mouth like in Oregon

r—roller rlike

s—sharp s like same

[—voiceless sh like in ship

t—twiein Tor

h —German h like in Nacht

x —voiceless h like in hot

z-voiced z like in zebra



Extended Techniques -

Trumpet
% Stem in
+

% Stem out

o

Electric Guitar

Effects:

bow

- Acoustic simulator

- Distortion

- Delay

- Distortion with noise gate
- Reverb

™ Sturm down

V Sturm up

ARV 34

Snap pizzicato

Instruments (Diana Syrse)

Contrabass

T hit the strings with a rubber mallet
muting the strings with your left hand

7 slide the rubber mallet slowly

——=——-down the A and the D strings
Percussion

—&— Play the Tam tam with a contrabass

7 Rub the bass drum with a superball
rubber mallet doing a circle

Play a gliss. between the frets using a squared glass coaster

Play a gliss. between the frets while strumming down

Play with a drumstick

Slide the drum stich up and down the fret creating a “ghost sound effect”,
you need to use the reverb effect to create this sound.

Note: some frets on the score are marked only as a reference



Extended Techniques - voice (Diana Syrse)

r spoken

ﬁ half-voice
r highest possible note
J lowest possible note

‘ whisper

F nasal voice

very nasal voice

‘F spoken-sung (Sprechgesang)

<

i

V inhaling while producing sound (reverse sound)

Vv y

% sung, spoken, half-voice (while inhaling)

high register

—— middle register

low register

vibrato capretino

vocal fry

vocal fry

glottis strike

voice with noise



SCENE OVERVIEW

Prologue by Huihui Cheng
taped voice
Fl, Tpt., Tbn, E.Git, Perc., ViIn., Cb., Electronics
Bild 1 Das namenlose Ding — Mischa Tangian

Bild 2 —Scene 1

Bild 2 — Scene 2

woman, man, sea urchins 1 and 2
Fl, Tpt., Tbn, E.Git, Perc., Vin., Cb.

SU-si-su-Res Herz — by Mischa Tangian
woman, scientist, sea urchins 1 and 2
Fl, Tpt., Tbn, E.Git, Perc., Vin., Cb.

Die Verschmelzung — Diana Syrse
scientist , sea urchins 1 and 2
Tpt., E.Git, Perc., VIn., Cb. Electr.

Bild 3 Kein Zuriuck — Mischa Tangian
intro/song: man, scientist/sea urchins 1 and 2
aria: woman
Fl, Tpt., Tbn, E.Git, Perc., Vin., Cb.
Bild 4 — Scene 1 Das Herz schlagt — Huihui Cheng
scientist, man
Fl, Tpt., Tbn, E.Git, Perc., Vin., Cb.
Bild 4 — Scene 2 Roter Badeanzug — Huihui Cheng
man —Perc., Electr.
Bild 5 —Scene 1 Wehen — Mischa Tangian
woman, scientist, sea urchins 1 and 2
Fl, Tpt., Tbn, E.Git, Perc., VIn., Cb.
Bild 5 —Scene 2 Bald — Diana Syrse
woman, scientist, man, sea urchins 1 and 2
Fl, Tpt., Tbn, E.Git, Perc., VIn., Cb., Electr.
Bild 6 Uberschwemmung — Huihui Cheng
woman, scientist, man, sea urchins 1 and 2
Fl, Tpt., Tbn, E.Git, Perc., VIn., Cb., Electr.
Bild 7 Jetzt — Diana Syrse
woman, man, sea urchins 1 and 2
Fl, Tpt., Tbn, E.Git, Perc., VIn., Cb., Electr.
Epilogue Huihui Cheng
taped voice

Fl, Tpt., Tbn, E.Git, Perc., VIn., Cb., Electr.
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CTpt.

Thbn.

E.Git.

Perc.

Vin.

Cb.

like seagull effect
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Seeigel — du!
Konig aus dem Stamm der Stachelhauter!

- i
Wirbellos am Grund des Meeres. Fiinfhundert Millionen Jahre.

Wir Blinden sehen dich erst jetzt. Zu spat vielleicht?
Dein Korper rund, die Stacheln schiitzen dich. Die Einheit.

Die Einheit, alleine und zusammen.
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Im Sehnen nach dem Einen sehen wir nicht,
dass du schon bist, was wir zu werden suchen.
Wo ist die Quelle? Zeig uns, wie die Vielheit
Einheit werden kann. Grenze, la3 mich los.
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Frau (gesprochen, zu threm Kind im Mutterleib, vor der Musik):
Horst du mich? Ich kann dich horen, oder fiihlen.
Ich fiithle dich, hat er gesagt. Jetz fiihl ich dich.
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langsamer, freier (rubato)
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irreg. Kratzen/Knarren (ad lib.)
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Bild 2 - Szene 2
Die Verschmelzung
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Effect: Distortion (40%)
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Rub the tibetan singing bowl with 4 wooden mallet
Rub the wooden mallet constinuougly around the bowl

Tibetan bowl in A
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strike with a hard mallet
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S with disturbtion and noise, don't let the sounds come out easily
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Both the bow and left hand finger pressures become
gradually lighter, this may make harmonics sound by chance,
try to make variations with dynamics, bow pressures and bow
positions, so that it does not always sound the same for each repetition.
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