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The Noise of Waters

A Cantata

for those who have lived with kidney failure

1. Its Universality (James Joyce, Ulysses Episode 17: Ithica) . ............... 3
2. All Day I Hear the Noise of Waters (James Joyce, Chamber Music). . . . .. ... 40
3. My Life by Water (Norine Niedecker) . .. .......... ... .. ... ... ........ 53

4. The Water Diviner (Danny Abse and Psalms 63 vwi-2 and 42 vv 1-2, 3, 9). .. 63

5. More than Metaphor (Text compiled from people with kidney failure™®) . . . . .. 92

6. Here is No Water (7S Eliot, The Wasteland, from What the Thunder Said) . . . 113

* Text for section 5: More than Metaphor, (along with the full text of the other sections)
is to be found after the final page of the score. It is a series of verbatim quotations
reported in the qualitative research literature in which people with kidney failure were

asked about their experience of symptoms related to thirst

The Noise of Waters 1s an exploration of our relationship to water - its many
manifestations and properties, its powerful metaphorical representations of creativity and
spirituality and as both a life force but also life threatening presence. Its role in
maintaining the milieu interieur - disrupted in people with kidney failure and the milieu

exterieur, under threat from water insecurity are the subjects for the last two sections.



Scored for:

Flute/Piccolo

Oboe/Cor Anglais

Clarinet in B flat/Bass Clarinet
Bassoon/Contra Bassoon

Horn in F

Timpani
Percussion - 3 players:

Player 1: Side Drum (with snare), Finger cymbals, Large suspended
cymbal, Bass Drum, Large Tam Tam (and superball), Bamboo chime,
Claves (fiber)

Player 2: Wind machine, Taiko Drums (4 pitches), Steel (3 pitches),
Wood Blocks (4 pitches), Thundersheet (with bow), Rainmaker (long)

Player 3: Xylophone, Glockenspiel, Vibraphone, Ocean Drum,
Piano

Soprano and Baritone Soloists

Choir S(S)*ATB, (occ. divisi)

2 Violins

Viola

'Cello

Double Bass

Score in C

* SSATB in Section 6.
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As with the rise and fall of waves
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6. There 1s no Water

from What the Thunder Said, The Waste Land, T.S. Eliot
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51 Senza Misura
Pice. |5 i
[
Ob. i
Repeat further x4 in free time, getting
quieter until conductors signal at bar 109
CL
Bsn. | i

Repeat further x3 in free time, getting
quieter until conductors signal at bar 109

Hn.

Timp.

B.D.
(Percuss. 1)

Percuss. 1

Percuss. 2

)
2 1
Percuss. 3 |Hey }
[
Senza Misura
) ee- f2 Ee . "
7 i e e e — = —— i
o) £ = WAV WAV AW AWV
D] <
Pno. Repeat further x4 in free time, getting
quieter until conductors signal at bar 109
o) \
A - —Nr - F —— ﬂ
o) 3 ars i £ H e a VAN
S = - T
[ b ~
In free time, quaver figures to be sung as
quickly as voicing and words comfortably allow
— 'Y ——
0 ‘ . Y £ 4= PO S e s
S. Solo |Hey t } 1 t £ = ¥ —— H £ ——
2 t t t t —i t <
‘Where the where the her-mit thrush___ sings.
o T T
Bar. Solo |25 ] I
Senza Misura . . .
Repeat further x3 in free time, getting
N ) ) N quieter until conductors signal at bar 109
s. |t ——a T T T T A T T A A A A A A A A VA AV VY AV AWV AV AV VAV AAAY
D - t !
D) 14
wa - ter Butsound  of
Repeat further x 4 in free time, getting quieter,
0 ; fading away by bar 113
2 s T } X 1
S. |Hey e —— ¢ 1
t —" - i
D] T 14
But sound of wa - ter
Repeat further x3 in free time, getting quieter
0 until conductors signal at bar 109
7 -
A |G M 7 4
D ! J
D) ~ o -
ov - erarock Repeat further x3 in free time, getting
) quieter until conductors signal at bar 109
7 — T T
T. |Hey i e S L f gl |
?v } 7 » t i
sound of wa - ter
Repeat x 4 in free time, getting quieter,
fading away by bar 113
= < I I RN -
B. [EE - - T VWYV VR VAR PRV VRV VR VAR VR VRV VRV VR VR VRV VRV VR VA VR VRV VR VAR VWA VWV Y W VWA VWA YA VY
[~~——
ov - erarock.

Senza Misura
Repeat x 4 in free time, getting quieter,
fading away by bar 111
T

Vin. 'u’;m 3
o
Repeat x 4 in free time, getting quieter,
n fading away by bar 112
vin. |5 } £ =
g = 5
o 7O fee o - - ) : -
Repeat x 4 in free time, getting quieter,
" ) fading away by bar 112
w [
" T \' s ;'1.
Repeat x 4 in free time, getting quieter,
te 4 fading away by bar 112
ve |2 et e
. | — - 1 L8
—] 4
P T
Cb. |EE }
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1. Its Universality (James Joyce, Ulysses Episode 17: Ithica)
Choir:

Its universality: [Its universality:] its democratic equality and constancy to its nature
in seeking its own level: its vastness in the ocean of Mercator's projection: its
unplumbed profundity in the Sundam trench of the Pacific exceeding 8000 fathoms:
the restlessness of its waves and surface particles visiting in turn all points of its
seaboard: the independence of its units: the variability of states of sea: its
hydrostatic quiescence in calm: its hydrokinetic turgidity in neap and spring tides:
its subsidence after devastation: its sterility in the circumpolar icecaps, arctic and
antarctic: its climatic and commercial significance: its preponderance of 3 to 1 over
the dry land of the globe: its indisputable hegemony extending in square leagues
over all the region below the subequatorial tropic of Capricorn:

[its universality:]

the multi-secular stability of its primeval basin: its luteofulvous bed: its capacity to
dissolve and hold in solution all soluble substances including millions of tons of the
most precious metals: its slow erosions of peninsulas and islands, its persistent
formation of homothetic islands, peninsulas and downward tending promontories:
its alluvial deposits: its weight and volume and density: its imperturbability in
lagoons and highland tarns: its gradation of colours in the torrid and temperate and
frigid zones: its vehicular ramifications in continental lakecontained streams and
confluent oceanflowing rivers with their tributaries and transoceanic currents,
gulfstream, north and south equatorial courses:

its violence in seaquakes, waterspouts, Artesian wells, eruptions, torrents, eddies,
freshets, spates, groundswells, watersheds, waterpartings, geysers, cataracts,
whirlpools, maelstroms, inundations, deluges, cloudbursts:

its vast circumterrestrial a horizontal curve: its secrecy in springs and latent
humidity, revealed by rhabdomantic or hygrometric instruments and exemplified by

the well by the hole in the wall at Ashtown gate, saturation of air, distillation of dew:

the simplicity of its composition, two constituent parts of hydrogen with one
constituent part of oxygen: its healing virtues: its buoyancy in the waters of the
Dead Sea: its persevering penetrativeness in runnels, gullies, inadequate dams, leaks
on shipboard: its properties for cleansing, quenching thirst and fire, nourishing
vegetation: its infallibility as paradigm and paragon:

its metamorphoses as vapour, mist, cloud, rain, sleet, snow, hail:
its strength in rigid hydrants: its variety of forms
in loughs and bays and gulfs and bights and guts and lagoons and atolls and

archipelagos and sounds and fjords and minches and tidal estuaries and arms of sea:
its solidity in glaciers, icebergs, icefloes:
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its docility in working hydraulic millwheels, turbines, dynamos, electric power stations,
bleachworks, tanneries, scutchmills:

its utility in canals, rivers, if navigable, floating and graving docks:
its potentiality derivable from harnessed tides or watercourses falling from level to level: its
submarine fauna and flora (anacoustic, photophobe), numerically, if not literally, the

inhabitants of the globe: its ubiquity as constituting 90 percent of the human body:

[its universality:]

the noxiousness of its effluvia in lacustrine marshes, pestilential fens, faded flowerwater,
stagnant pools in the waning moon.”

[its universality:]

2. All Day I Hear the Noise of Waters (James Joyce, Chamber Music)

Baritone:

All day I hear the noise of waters
Making moan,

Sad as the sea-bird is when, going
Forth alone,

He hears the winds cry to the water's
Monotone.

The grey winds, the cold winds are blowing
Where I go.

I hear the noise of many waters

Far below.

All day, all night, I hear them flowing

To and fro.



3. My Life by Water (Norine Niedecker)
Soprano:

My life
by water—
Hear
spring's
first frog
or board
out on the cold
ground
giving
Muskrats
gnawing
doors
to wild green
arts and letters
Rabbits
raided
my lettuce
One boat
two—
pointed toward
my shore
thru birdstart
wingdrip
weed-drift
of the soft
and serious—
Water

4. The Water Diviner (Danny Abse and Psalms 63 vvi-2 and 42 vv 1-2, 3, 9)

Choir: Psalm 63, VV 1,2

O God, thou art my God: early will I seek thee.
My soul thirsteth for thee,

My flesh longeth after thee

In a barren and dry land where no water is.

Baritone:

Late, I have come to a parched land
doubting my gift, if gift [ have,

the inspiration of water

spilt, swallowed in the sand.
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To hear once more water trickle,

to stand in a stretch of silence

the divining pen twisting in the hand:
sign of depths alluvial.

Water owns no permanent shape,
sags, is most itself descending;
now, under the shadow of the idol,
dry mouth and dry landscape.

Choir: Psalm 42 VV 1,2

Like as the hart desireth the waterbrooks:

So longeth my soul after thee O God.
My Soul is a-thirst for God

Yea, even the living God:

When shall I come to appear before the
Presence of God?

Baritone:

No rain falls with a refreshing sound
to settle tubular in a well,

elliptical in a bowl. No grape
lusciously moulds it round.

Clouds have no constant resemblance
to anything, blown by a hot wind,
flying mirages; the blue background,
light constructions of chance.

To hold back chaos I transformed
amorphous mass—and fire and cloud—
so that the agéd gods might dance

and golden structures form.

I should have built, plain brick on brick,
a water tower. The sun flies on

arid wastes, barren hells too warm

and me with a hazel stick!

Rivulets vanished in the dust

long ago, great compositions
vaporized, salt on the tongue so thick
that drinking, still I thirst.

Repeated desert, recurring drought,
sometimes hearing water trickle,
sometimes not, I, by doubting first,
believe; believing, doubt.

(Repeat): still I thirst
Choir: Psalm 42, VV 3 and 9

My tears have been my meat day and night:
While they say daily unto me,

Where is now thy God?

One deep calleth another,

Because of the noise of the water pipes

All they waves and storms have gone over me

5. More than Metaphor — texts taken from qualitative research papers investigating
the experience of thirst or breathlessness by people with advanced kidney failure.

Choir:

[ am always thirsty,

I feel drained and parched
Thirsty all the time

My mouth is drying out

My mouth is dry all the time

I always drink more than I should
I fail to resist

I am always thirsty

I think about water all the time
You think about water

My thoughts remain always fixed upon thirst and water



the thirst is stronger than me
I am terribly thirsty
tortured, fixated, obsessed

I can’t help myself

It is stronger than me.

I don’t feel like I’'m alive
when I cut down on water.
I get so tired

I need water

[ am a prisoner

I need water

Treading water

I could not breathe

Visions:

a mountain with fresh water gushing forth
I feel I cannot breathe

6. Here is No Water (7S Eliot, The Wasteland, from What the Thunder Said)
Soprano, Choir and Baritone

Here is no water but only rock

Rock and no water and the sandy road

The road winding above among the mountains
Which are mountains of rock without water

If there were water we should stop and drink
Amongst the rock one cannot stop or think
Sweat is dry and feet are in the sand

If there were only water amongst the rock
Dead mountain mouth of carious teeth that cannot spit
Here one can neither stand nor lie nor sit
There is not even silence in the mountains

But dry sterile thunder without rain

There is not even solitude in the mountains
But red sullen faces sneer and snarl

From doors of mudcracked houses

If there were water

And no rock

If there were rock

And also water

And water

A spring

A pool among the rock

If there were the sound of water only

Not the cicada

And dry grass singing

But sound of water over a rock

Where the hermit-thrush sings in the pine trees

Drip drop drip drop drop drop drop

But there is no water



