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Abstract

At conditions of extremely high temperature and energy density, a strongly-interacting state

of matter can be formed, known as the Quark Gluon Plasma (QGP). Such QGPs are formed

experimentally in heavy-ion collisions, such as those between lead ions (Pb-Pb) carried out

at the LHC. Due to the extremely short lifetimes of such states, any produced QGP is not

directly observable. Instead, studies are performed on a number of signatures, which indicate

the presence of a QGP and its properties. Historically, smaller systems, such as those formed

in proton-proton (pp) and proton-lead (p-Pb) collisions, were not thought to be capable of

forming a QGP. However, recent ALICE results have shown QGP-like behaviour in pp and

p-Pb collisions; as such, these smaller systems are the topic of further study.

One of the observables used to indicate the presence of a QGP is the enhanced pro-

duction of strange hadrons, relative to their non-strange counterparts. This enhancement

is more easily seen in species with a higher strangeness content, such as the multi-strange

Ξ± and Ω± baryons, however, it is also present for singly strange species such as the Λ

baryon and K0 meson. These species can be studied using the high precision tracking and

momentum determination available using the ALICE detector, potentially providing further

evidence for strangeness enhancement in small systems.

This thesis presents the study of the production of singly strange species (the K0
S and

Λ, also referred to as V0’s) as a function of final state multiplicity in p-Pb collisions at a

centre-of-mass energy-per-nucleon of 8.16 TeV. The process by which transverse momentum,

pT, spectra are generated and corrected is described, and the spectra, with their errors, are

presented. For both species, the spectra display a shift to higher pT as the multiplicity

increases, which suggests the presence of radial flow.

In order to investigate strangeness enhancement in the events studied in this analysis,

the pT-integrated yields of both K0
S and Λ are compared with measured yields of charged

pions in the same collision system. The hadron-to-pion ratios increase as a function of final

state multiplicity, suggesting QGP-like behaviour in small systems. A comparison between

the results presented in this thesis and those measured in other collision systems and energies

is shown. The hadron-to-pion ratios follow a continuous increase, from the low multiplicities

present in pp collisions, to the high multiplicities observed in Pb-Pb collisions, suggesting

that strangeness enhancement is an effect which is independent of the initial collision energy

or system size.
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Chapter 1

The Standard Model

For millennia, human kind has wondered about the building blocks of the world we live in.

From the basic ‘elements’ espoused by the ancient Greeks, through the early atomic models

of the 19th and 20th centuries, each new theory has refined ideas further and further. The

culmination of this process is the modern theory of fundamental particles, known as the

Standard Model of particle physics.

Many analyses done within the ALICE collaboration investigate a state of matter

known as the Quark Gluon Plasma (QGP), which is a result of extreme conditions on the

strong force of the Standard Model. In order to understand the QGP, an understanding of

the Standard Model is required. This chapter shall introduce this theory, and shall discuss

the aspects of it which lead to the formation of Quark Gluon Plasmas.

1.1 The History of Particle Physics

For as long as humans have existed, they have tried to explain the complexity of the world,

by considering what all matter is made of. Many Eurasian civilisations used a combination

of very similar fundamental “elements” in their explanations; from the earth, air, fire and

water (and later aether) of ancient Greece, to the fire, earth, wood, water and metal used in
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Chinese philosophy. Ancient Greece was also the birthplace of another important idea: that

matter was, at its simplest form, composed of unbreakable, fundamental units; proposed

around 450 BC by the philosopher Democritus. This proposal has stuck with physics to this

day: the word atom is derived from the Greek word meaning ‘indivisible’, atomos.

Very little of these explanations were changed or expanded upon until the work of the

British chemist John Dalton in the early 19th century. Dalton’s work on gaseous compounds

led to the formulation of his atomic theory, which would set the groundwork for the majority

of modern chemistry. This atomic theory (the first use of the word atom in what would

become its modern usage) was expanded upon, among others, by Dmitri Mendeleev, who,

in the 1860s, formulated elements into some form of ordered list: the periodic table.

It should be noted that, running through all of these previous theories, elements were

postulated to be made up of individual, indivisible, units of matter. This was to change in

1897 with the discovery of the first subatomic particle, the electron, by the physicist J. J.

Thomson. He observed that cathode rays could travel further through air than a beam of

particles of a size comparable to that of an atom. This observation led to the conclusion that

cathode rays were composed of very light (three orders of magnitude less massive than the

hydrogen atom), negatively charged particles that must come from the atoms of the trace

gas inside his cathode ray tubes. This led to the conclusion that atoms were not indivisible;

thus the ‘plum pudding’ model was developed, in which negatively charged electrons lay

inside some positively charged volume which comprised the rest of an atom.

Ernest Rutherford would refine this atomic model further in the early 20th century

with the now famous ‘gold leaf experiment’, also known as the Geiger-Marsden experiment.

In this, Hans Geiger and Ernest Marsden, under the direction of Rutherford, pointed a beam

of alpha particles at a very thin sheet of gold foil, and measured the scattering pattern with

a fluorescent screen. The observations that this experiment made would lead to Rutherford’s

new atomic model, proposed in 1911: that atoms were comprised of electrons surrounding

a very small, very dense, positive nucleus, as in figure 1.1. Later in his career, Rutherford
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Figure 1.1: The Rutherford atomic model [1]. Note that this differs from the modern inter-
pretation of the atom, with electrons surrounding the nucleus in neat orbitals. This would
be proposed by Niels Bohr in 1913.

would also go on to postulate that nuclei were further divisible: into positive protons (already

known about as the hydrogen nucleus), and neutral particles that were christened neutrons

(these would be experimentally observed in 1932, by one of Rutherford’s previous doctoral

students, James Chadwick).

In 1947, a collaboration from the University of Bristol discovered the charged pion [2],

and from there the field of particle physics exploded. Over the following decades, new

particles were being discovered at such a rate that it became abundantly clear that not all of

them could be fundamental. New theories were therefore required to explain the similarities

and differences between the many entities in this so-called “particle zoo”. One such theory,

proposed in 1961 by Murray Gell-Mann and Yuval Ne’eman, was the Eightfold Way [3],

which grouped the spin-zero mesons and spin-1/2 baryons into octets (hence the name of

the theory), and the spin-3/2 baryons into a decuplet.

Gell-Mann would later go on to theorise what gave rise to the structure of the groups

described in the Eightfold Way. In 1964, he and George Zweig independently proposed the
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existence of smaller subatomic particles which Gell-Mann named ‘quarks’ (the name which

these particles retain to this day), and that the various baryons and mesons were some

combination of quarks and their corresponding antiquarks [4, 5]. In the initial formation of

the quark model, only three types, or ‘flavours’ of quarks existed: up, down and strange,

however as time went on, more of these were proposed. This updated quark model, along

with a description of other fundamental particles such as the electron, and carriers for the

known forces of nature, comprise the Standard Model of particle physics.

1.2 The Standard Model

As mentioned previously, the Standard Model (SM) of particle physics contains a description

of all particles currently considered to be fundamental and the interactions which occur

between them, with the exception of gravity. These include the 12 half-integer spin fermions,

and the six integer spin bosons. One common way of visualising the particles in the Standard

Model is shown in table 1.1, in which the fermions are separated from the bosons. In addition,

the SM describes antimatter partners to each particle. These antiparticles have the same

physical properties as their matter counterparts (mass, spin, etc.), but opposite charges.

Table 1.1: A representation of the Standard Model of particle physics. The first three
columns of particles list the fermions in the SM, and the last two list the bosons.

Generation
Bosons

I II III

Quarks
u c t g H0

d s b γ

Leptons
e µ τ W±

νe νµ ντ Z0

The fermions in the SM are comprised of two families of particles: the quarks, which

interact with the strong force, and the leptons, which do not. The six quarks - with different

flavours of up, down, charm, strange, top and bottom - carry fractional electric charge
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(given in units of the charge of the electron, |e| = 1.60×10−19 C), and cannot be observed in

isolation, a phenomenon which shall be discussed later in this chapter. The leptons comprise

the electrically charged electron, muon and tau (all of which have charge of −|e|), and the

electrically neutral neutrinos, one corresponding to each charged lepton, which were initially

considered to be massless. Direct observations of neutrino flavour oscillations by the Super

Kamiokande experiment [6] and Sudbury Neutrino Observatory [7] showed that this was

not the case, and provided the first experimental evidence of physics beyond the Standard

Model.

A second common subdivision for the fermions is to separate them into three genera-

tions, the particles in each generation increasing in mass from those in the generations before

(with the exception of the three neutrinos, whose masses are not directly known). The first

generation; the up and down quarks, the electron and the electron neutrino, are the particles

which comprise all stable matter. The particles in the second and third generations are

heavier partners to these first generation fermions, and as such are far more rarely observed.

As mentioned previously, the fermions are not the only particles in the Standard

Model: also included are six bosons; five vector bosons, which act as mediators for the

fundamental forces, and the scalar Higgs Boson, which is the physical representation of the

Higgs field, the source of mass for the particles in the SM. Of the four fundamental forces,

only gravity is not described by the SM; this can be seen by the lack of a gravitational term

in the Standard Model Lagrangian.

Of the other three fundamental forces, only one has a mediator which can travel

across macroscopic scales: the electromagnetic force, whose force carrier is the photon. The

quantum field theory description of the electromagnetic force is known as Quantum Electro-

dynamics (QED), a theory which was developed independently by Richard Feynman, Julian

Schwinger and Shinichiro Tomonaga [8–11] in the 1940’s. This work would go on to form

the basis for the Nobel Prize in Physics in 1965. The strong force, carried by the gluon, gov-

erns inter-quark interactions. The field theory describing the strong force is called Quantum
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Chromodynamics, and shall be discussed later in this chapter.

The weak force is the phenomenon responsible for, among other things, nuclear beta

decay. It utilises multiple force carriers: the W± bosons for charged current interactions,

those which are capable of changing quark flavour; and the Z0 boson for neutral current

interactions. The field theory description of the weak force has it combined with a picture of

electromagnetic force, in what is known as electroweak theory. This theory unifies both the

weak and electromagnetic interactions as two different parts of the same force. As with QED,

the development of electroweak theory led to the awarding of the Nobel Prize in Physics to

its authors: Sheldon Glashow, Abdus Salam and Steven Weinberg [12–14].

Spontaneous symmetry breaking in electroweak theory would also lead to the devel-

opment of what would be come to be known as the Brout-Englert-Higgs mechanism in the

1960’s. This theory was developed independently by Peter Higgs [15] and a collaboration

between Robert Brout and François Englert [16]; following the discovery of the Higgs Boson

by the ATLAS [17] and CMS [18] collaborations, Englert and Higgs were awarded the Nobel

Prize in 2013. This discovery has been considered by many to be the confirmation of the

final piece of the Standard Model puzzle.

1.3 Quantum Chromodynamics

Quantum Chromodynamics (QCD) is the quantum field theory picture of the strong force,

and its interactions between quarks. Development of QCD took place over the latter part of

the 20th century, building out from the discoveries of numerous hadrons in the 1950’s and the

Eightfold Way formalism of Gell-Mann and Ne’eman. Much like the electromagnetic force

couples to electric charge, the strong force also couples to a property of particles: colour.
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1.3.1 Colour

Within the models developed by Gell-Mann and Zweig, quarks could be bound in one of two

ways: as a quark-antiquark (qq̄) pair, known as a meson, or as a quark triplet (qqq) state - a

baryon. This theory encountered issues with the discoveries of the ∆++, ∆− and Ω− baryons;

spin-3/2 baryons comprised of three identical quarks (up, down and strange respectively for

the ∆++, ∆−, and Ω−). By their composition, these baryons would require the existence of all

three quarks to be in the same spin state, which would violate the Pauli Exclusion Principle.

Therefore, the existence of these baryons suggests the presence of another quantum number

inside the quarks, which can take at least three different values.

Given the analogy between the three possible values of this quantity and the behaviour

of light, the quantum number was given the name ‘colour’. For the same reason, the values

that this quantity could take were given the names of ‘red’, ‘blue’ and ‘green’. Within the

colour picture, all hadrons must be colour neutral; their constituent quarks either taking the

same colour and anticolour (rr̄, bb̄ or gḡ) in the case of mesons, or one of each colour (rgb)

for baryons. In contrast to QED, the mediator of the strong force carries the quantity that

the force couples to. Gluons can carry one of eight combinations of colour and anti-colour,

which allows for gluon self-interaction. This allows the strong force to exhibit phenomena

such as confinement and asymptotic freedom.

1.3.2 Confinement

Confinement refers to the phenomenon of quarks not being observed in isolation; only bound

within hadrons. To provide context for this, a comparison to the electromagnetic force

is useful. The interaction potential within QED is inversely proportional to the distance

between charges,

VQED ∝ −
αEM
r

,
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where αEM = 1/137 is the electromagnetic coupling constant. The physical consequence of

this is that the strength of the electromagnetic force falls off with distance. For the strong

force, this is not the full picture. The potential for the strong force takes the following form,

VQCD ∝ −
4

3

αs
r

+ kr . (1.1)

The first term in 1.1 can be referred to as a ‘Coulombic’ or ‘Coulomb-like’ term, as

the 1/r behaviour mimics that of the QED potential. The second term, that proportional to

r, is the new term, introduced to reflect the effect of gluon self-interaction. As the distance

between two quarks increases, the second term in equation 1.1 comes to dominate, and

the energy stored in the QCD potential increases. Eventually, a point is reached where it

becomes more energetically favourable to create a quark-antiquark pair from the gluon field

between the original quarks. This new quark pair then binds with the old to form a pair of

new hadrons, as shown in figure 1.2. As a result of this, quarks are always observed bound

into hadron, and never in isolation. This creates the phenomenon of confinement.

1.3.3 Asymptotic freedom

When referring to the interactions between fundamental particles, it is common to consider

forces as being related to a coupling; the strength of that coupling being dictated by a

“coupling constant”. These ‘constants’ are poorly named, as they ultimately depend on

parameters of the interaction, and the creation of virtual particle-antiparticle pairs allowed

by the Heisenberg Uncertainty Principle.

In the case of the electromagnetic interaction, the electric field generated by a charge is

screened by the presence of virtual electron-positron pairs. As a test charge is brought closer

to the source of this field, the screening effect is reduced, increasing the effective strength of

the original charge. This effect is represented mathematically by the electromagnetic cou-

pling constant, αEM , increasing as the separation between charges decreases. Another way to
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Figure 1.2: Demonstrating the confinement of quarks [19]. Once the distance between the
pair of quarks, Q, becomes large enough, a new pair of quarks, q, is created. These bind to
the original quarks, forming two new mesons.

consider the changing, or running of the coupling constant, is to consider the energy transfer

in the interaction. High energy transfers typically refer to small-distance interactions, so

αEM can be said to increase with Q2, the 4-momentum transfer in the interaction. This can

be seen in figure 1.3.

Figure 1.3: Dependence of the electromagnetic coupling constant on 4-momentum transfer,
Q2, in an interaction [20]. Also visible are the qualitative relationships between Q2 and
the interaction distance, r, and the asymptotic value for αEM , known as the fine structure
constant.
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Similarly, when considering a QCD interaction, virtual quark-antiquark pairs screen

the source of a colour field. However, this effect is countered by the presence of gluon

loops which, due to gluon self-interaction, take on an anti-screening behaviour. Taking into

account these effects, the strength of the QCD coupling can be written as follows,

αs(Q
2) =

αs(µ
2)

1 + αs(µ2)(
11Nc−2Nf

12π
) ln(Q2/µ2)

. (1.2)

Equation 1.2 [21] is known as the QCD renormalization group equation. It relates

the strength of the QCD coupling at some energy scale, αs(Q
2), to its measured strength at

some other scale, αs(µ
2). This equation is related both to the number of available colours,

Nc (three), and the number of quark flavours, Nf (six). This parameter-dependent term is

positive, and as a result, the denominator of equation 1.2 is greater than 1 for Q2 > µ2;

αs therefore decreases as Q2 increases. Figure 1.4 demonstrates the running of the QCD

coupling in measurements made using collider experiments.

Figure 1.4: The strength of the strong coupling constant as a function of energy scale, as
measured by CMS and a number of other collaborations [22].

As the energy scale involved in a QCD interaction increases, or the distance between

10



The Standard Model

two colour charges decreases, the coupling involved drops off in a behaviour known as asymp-

totic freedom. This behaviour was initially discovered by David Politzer, David Gross and

Frank Wilczek [23–25] in the mid 1970’s, for which they received the Nobel Prize in Physics

in 2004. A consequence of asymptotic freedom is that, at sufficiently high energy densities,

quarks should be able to exist without having to bind into hadrons; a behaviour known as

quark deconfinement.

The prediction of quark deconfinement at high energy densities led to further pro-

posals that such a state of matter could have existed in the early stages of the universe, or

could be replicated in a laboratory environment. Such a state of matter would have quarks

and gluons freely moving, unbound into hadrons, analogous to the way that electrons and

ions flow freely in a plasma. As a result, this new proposed state of matter was called the

Quark Gluon Plasma, or QGP [26].

1.3.4 Debye screening

As discussed in section 1.3.2, long range interactions are screened by the presence of free-

moving charge carriers which surround the source of a field. Within a sufficiently hot and

dense medium, this screening effect is known as Debye screening, after the German physicist

Peter Debye, who first described it. The screening of a point charge changes the effective

length over which it is felt. Thus, for short-range interactions, the QCD potential can be

written as follows,

VQCD = −4

3

αs
r
e−r/λD ,

where λD is the Debye screening length [27].

The Debye screening length is dependent on the conditions of the matter in which the

potential is acting; as the energy density of the medium increases, λD decreases. When λD

gets comparable to hadronic radii, at around 1 fm, the strong force between quarks becomes

smeared to the point that they no longer bind into hadrons.
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1.4 QCD Models

In order to make any meaningful predictions about the behaviour of strongly-interacting

matter, models are required which can replicate the behaviour of a system. These models

can take one of two forms: perturbative or non-perturbative. Perturbative QCD (pQCD)

is most commonly used to model high-energy inter-parton interactions to extremely high

precision. For such models, calculations not only consider the basic interaction taking place

(for example, pair production of a quark-antiquark pair), but also higher order virtual cor-

rections. With each increasing order of correction, the calculation more accurately describes

the interaction taking place, at the cost of increasing complexity. As a result of this, larger

scale medium behaviours are better modelled using less complex, non-perturbative, theories.

1.4.1 Lattice QCD

Lattice QCD is a non-perturbative approach to modelling the strong interaction, which

can be reliably used to describe the behaviour of strongly interacting matter. To construct

lattice QCD calculations, the QCD Lagrangian - which mathematically describes interactions

between quarks and gluons - is discretised over a 4 dimensional grid, comprised of three

spatial dimensions, and one temporal dimension. This approach relates the volume and

temperature to the lattice point separation, a,

V = (Nsa)3 , T−1 = Nta,

where Ns and Nt are the number of space (three) and time dimensions (one), respectively [28].

Lattice calculations are used to describe the bulk behaviour of strongly-interacting

media, and can be used to extract thermodynamic properties, such as pressure, entropy

density, or energy density. Figure 1.5 shows the temperature evolution of energy density, ε,

over T 4 for three different QCD flavour models. A sharp increase in energy density at the
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critical temperature, Tc, for all of the models considered indicates a phase transition from

normal hadronic matter to a deconfined state: a QGP. For the three flavour case, this critical

temperature is 154 ± 8 MeV [29], well within the reasonable range for heavy-ion collisions

to replicate.

Figure 1.5: QCD energy density as a function of temperature, plotted for different quark
flavour models [30]. Temperature, T , is expressed as a fraction of the critical temperature,
Tc. The arrows on the right of the figure show the predicted behaviour for an ideal gas, for
each of the different flavour models.

Lattice QCD calculations also predict that, at the high-temperature limit, the QGP

would behave like an ideal gas. Figure 1.5 shows the predicted energy densities for an ideal

gas, εSB, using the same flavour models as used for the QCD matter calculations. As can

be seen, this value is not reached for temperatures close to Tc, which would suggest that

quark-gluon interactions are still able to take place within a QGP.

The QCD phase diagram, as shown in figure 1.6, displays the various phases that

strongly-interacting matter can take. It relates the possible states of matter both to tem-

perature, T , and to baryon chemical potential, µB, a quantity which is related to the net
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baryon density in a system. Current theories suggest that the early universe was in a QGP

state shortly after the Big Bang. This corresponds to the region where µB = 0, at which the

transition from hadron gas to quark gluon plasma occurs at a critical temperature around

150 MeV. This region of phase space, at low µB and high temperature, is where current

heavy ion experiments such as ALICE [31] and STAR [32] are probing.

Figure 1.6: QCD phase diagram, labelling the different states of matter present at different
values of temperature and baryon chemical potential [33].
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Chapter 2

The Quark Gluon Plasma

The Quark Gluon Plasma (QGP) is a very hot, very dense state of deconfined matter. The

lifetime of a QGP (measured to be of the order of 10−23 s in Pb-Pb collisions by the ALICE

collaboration [34]) is such that a QGP cannot be observed directly. As a result, experimental

searches and studies of the QGP utilise a number of secondary observables to both detect

the presence of a QGP state and infer its properties.

The following chapter shall outline the history of experimental searches for Quark

Gluon Plasmas, and shall discuss a number of the analysis methods that have been used to

study them.

2.1 Historical QGP Searches

High energy searches for the QGP began in 1986, through fixed-target experiments at

CERN’s Super Proton Synchrotron (SPS) and the Alternating Gradient Synchrotron (AGS)

at the Brookhaven National Laboratory (BNL) in the United States. These searches initially

utilised light nuclei, such as oxygen-18 or sulphur-32, but moved towards accelerating heavy

ions (mainly gold-197 and lead-208) for colliding beam experiments in the 1990’s. At their

higher end, these facilities were capable of creating collisions with centre-of-mass energies at
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the GeV scale; creating collisions with a centre-of-mass energy per nucleon,
√
sNN = 4.6 GeV

in Au-Au collisions (at the AGS), and
√
sNN = 17.2 GeV in Pb-Pb collisions (with the

SPS) [35].

In the year 2000, evidence coming from the SPS was enough for CERN to publish a

press release announcing the observation of a new state of matter [36]. The results supporting

this announcement came from seven experiments: NA44 [37], NA45 [38], NA49 [39], NA50

[40], NA52 [41], WA97/NA57 [42] and WA98 [43]. As this announcement was being prepared,

a new collider was being built at BNL: the Relativistic Heavy Ion Collider (RHIC). RHIC

was capable of providing collisions of gold nuclei at up to
√
sNN = 200 GeV. These higher

energy heavy ion collisions were hotter and more dense than the conditions that the SPS

could create, allowing RHIC to study the possible creation of the QGP in more depth.

In 2005, complimentary white papers were published by the four experiments located

on RHIC: STAR, PHENIX, PHOBOS and BRAHMS [44–47]. These four papers summarised

the results that had come from the collaborations, allowing RHIC to confirm the existence

of the QGP state within their events. Since 2009, the energy frontier in heavy ion collisions

has not been at RHIC, but instead at the LHC. During the LHC Run 1, lead ion collisions

took place at
√
sNN = 2.76 TeV, which was later increased to 5.02 TeV in Run 2. These

higher energies allow the experiments on the LHC to investigate the creation and properties

of the Quark Gluon Plasma in much higher detail than previous experiments could manage.

2.2 Evolution of Heavy Ion Collisions

In order to study the production of the QGP in a laboratory environment, experiments collide

heavy nuclei at relativistic energies. Should the conditions at the centre of these collisions

exceed the critical temperature and energy density required for QGP formation, estimated

to be Tc ≈ 160 MeV and εc ≈ 0.5 GeV/fm3 respectively [48], a QGP can be created in the

collision. As soon as a QGP is created, it expands and cools, as shown in figure 2.1.
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Figure 2.1: Time evolution of a heavy ion collision. The initial state nuclei are shown flat as
Lorentz contraction caused by their high speeds lead to this being seen from a lab frame [49].

The very early stages of a heavy ion collision are very similar to those in proton-

proton collisions, but at a larger scale. The initial partons undergo inelastic collisions at

very high energies, creating many high-momentum particles. It is in these early stages that

the majority of heavy flavour quarks (charm, bottom and top) are introduced. Within a

heavy ion environment, enough partons are created in the initial collisions that the system is

able to undergo thermalisation. During this time, the many generated partons undergo both

elastic and inelastic collisions, which begins to homogenise the energy density of the system.

Once this process is complete, the medium is known as a Quark Gluon Plasma (QGP).

As the QGP expands, it cools, eventually reaching a point where the quarks and gluons

within it can come together as hadrons. This occurs via two processes: coalescence, where

low momentum partons bind as they interact; and fragmentation, where a high momentum

parton fragments into multiple, lower momentum, hadrons. Eventually, the expanding QGP

will undergo a phase transition into a very dense hadron gas, and the system will undergo

chemical freeze-out ; from this point, the flavour composition of the system is fixed.

After chemical freeze-out, the collision system continues to expand and cool. It will

continue to do this until the mean distance between hadrons is greater than the range of

the strong interaction. At this point, elastic collisions between hadrons will cease, and the

system undergoes thermal freeze-out, marking the end of the medium’s evolution. ALICE
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has measured the thermal freeze-out time for the QGP produced in its collisions to be around

10 fm/c [34]. The space-time evolution of a QGP is shown in the right-hand side of figure

2.2.

Figure 2.2: Minkowski spacetime evolution of a heavy-ion collision, with and without the
creation of a QGP [50]. The chemical freezeout temperature is labelled Tch, and the thermal
freezeout is Tfo.

2.3 Experimental Observables

The complete evolution of a QGP state occurs in around 10 fm/c, which corresponds to

around 10−23 s. As such, direct observation of a QGP is currently impossible; all experiments

which study this state must rely on secondary observables in order to judge if a QGP was

created in any collisions and to extract properties of the medium. These observables generally

fall into one of two categories, depending on the processes that gave rise to them:
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• soft, low pT processes, which constitute the bulk of the QGP system, and allow for

the study of general thermodynamic properties.

• hard processes, which originate in high pT interactions, such as those which produce

particle showers known as jets.

2.3.1 Jet quenching and high-pT particle suppression

A jet is defined as a cone of hadrons, formed by the hadronisation of a high-momentum

parton. Such structures are created in the initial hard (high energy) interactions between

the colliding beams. If these jets, or the partons which create them, traverse through a

medium, the particles in the shower can interact with the medium and lose momentum,

either by gluon radiation or inelastic collisions. As a result of this, a jet produced in a QGP

will have a lower energy than if it was produced in isolation; ie. it will have been quenched.

To test this effect, experiments can investigate back-to-back jets in heavy ion col-

lisions. These jets are produced from the same hard interaction, and should have similar

energies. Should the initial collision take place close to the edge of a medium, as in figure

2.3, the two jets will travel different distances through the medium before detection; the jet

which has further to travel will lose more energy than its partner. The observation of an

energy imbalance can be used as a signature to indicate QGP creation.

Another probe used to investigate jet production in a QGP is the nuclear modification

factor as a function of pT. The nuclear modification factor, RAA, is defined as the ratio

between the pT differential particle yield in heavy ion (AA) collisions to the same in proton-

proton (pp) collisions:

RAA(pT) =
1

〈Ncoll〉
1/NAA

1/Npp

dNAA/dpT

dNpp/dpT

, (2.1)

where 〈Ncoll〉 is the average number of nucleon-nucleon interactions in a heavy-ion colli-

sion. The yields in Pb-Pb and pp collisions are normalised to the number of events in the
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Figure 2.3: Production of two back-to-back jets within a QGP medium [51]. The top jet has
less distance to travel through the QGP and so loses less energy than the bottom jet.

corresponding collision system, NAA and Npp respectively. A value of RAA = 1 suggests

no suppression of events in heavy ion collisions. Jet quenching is indicated by a value of

RAA < 1.

ALICE measurements of this quantity are shown in figure 2.4, which demonstrate that

strong suppression of high pT charged particles is seen in the most central Pb-Pb events1. A

note should be made that these values of the nuclear modification factor make the assumption

that no QGP is formed in the proton-proton reference events. Recent ALICE results have

suggested that this may not be completely true, especially for regions of high multiplicity.

1Centrality is a measure of how head-on the collision between two nuclei is. The more offset the centres
of the colliding nuclei, the less central, or more peripheral, the collision.

2The lower the percentile, the higher the centrality; this class contains the 5% most central events.
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Figure 2.4: RAA of charged particles as measured in Pb-Pb collisions with the ALICE detector
[52]. The values for the most central (0-5%)2 Pb-Pb events are compared to peripheral (70-
80%) Pb-Pb events (left) and central Au-Au events from PHENIX and STAR (right).

2.3.2 Charmonium suppression

A quarkonium state is defined as the bound state of a quark and its corresponding antiquark.

In the case of the charm quark, this cc pairing is known as charmonium; the lowest energy

state of which is the J/ψ meson. Suppression of J/ψ production was posited as a signature

of a deconfined state in 1986 [53]. The mass of the charm quark, at 1.3 GeV/c2 [54], is high

enough that thermal production of charm quarks in QGP matter is unlikely; any charm in

the final state has come from the initial hard scattering, and therefore are present for the

full evolution of the QGP system.

The hadronic radius of the J/ψ meson is between 0.2 and 0.3 fm [55], which is less

than the Debye radius of a QGP. As discussed in section 1.3.4, if the size of a hadron (rH)

is less than the Debye screening radius within a medium (rD), the quarks inside the hadron

are unable to bind. Measurements of the suppression of J/ψ production are made using the

nuclear modification factor, as in equation 2.1, but using only the yields of the particle of
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interest. Results from experiments on RHIC demonstrated an observed suppression of J/ψ

production in high multiplicity events, as shown in figure 2.5.

Figure 2.5: Nuclear modification factor of the J/ψ in Au-Au events, as measured by PHENIX
[56].

This approach has worked without issues for experiments located at the SPS or RHIC,

however the high energy densities within LHC-produced QGPs introduce extra subtlety

to the situation. Now, the thermal production of cc pairs may no longer be irrelevant,

specifically at low pT. In the later stages of QGP evolution, these low momentum quarks

and antiquarks can recombine to form charmonia in the final state, if they are close enough in

phase space. This effect creates low momentum J/ψ, countering the suppression from Debye

screening at low pT. Observation of J/ψ regeneration is most easily achieved by comparing

measurements of J/ψ RAA in both LHC and non-LHC conditions, as in figure 2.6.
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Figure 2.6: J/ψ RAA as a function of pT, as measured in central ALICE and PHENIX
events [57]. The increase observed in ALICE results over PHENIX results at pT < 4 GeV/c
is due to J/ψ regeneration.

2.3.3 Collective flow

When a QGP is formed within a heavy ion collision, the resulting high energy density creates

radially outwards pressure against the surrounding vacuum. The effect of this on the particles

in the final state is to give all species a common velocity boost away from the initial collision.

Thus, particles created in a QGP display a mass-dependent hierarchy in the increase to their

mean pT.

If the collision is directly head on, then the resulting velocity boost will be seen the

same in all particles. However, this is not the case for all collisions. Heavy ions, as massive

composite particles, may collide either head-on, or offset slightly. The transverse distance

between the centres of two colliding nuclei is known as the impact parameter, b; for a head-on

collision, b = 0, and for an off-centre collision, 0 < b < r1 + r2, where r1 and r2 are the radii

of the colliding particles.

If two heavy ions collide with b = 0, and there are no deformations of the initial
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colliding surfaces, then the observed radial boost will be isotropic. If this is not the case,

then the created QGP will not be perfectly spherical and the resulting pressure gradients

will build up in different directions, as figure 2.7 shows. These pressure gradients create

momentum anisotropies in the final momentum distributions of any particles produced in

the QGP; by studying these, experiments are able to investigate the initial state of the

collisions.

Figure 2.7: Visualisation of the off-centre collision of a pair of heavy ions [58]. The orange
region shows where the two nuclei have overlapped, creating a QGP.

In order to quantify the discrepancies in the final momentum spectra, heavy ion

experiments decompose them using a Fourier series [59]:

E
d3N

d3p
=

1

2π

d2N

pTdpTdy

(
1 +

∞∑
n=1

2vn cos [n (φ− ψr)]
)

, (2.2)

where φ is the measured azimuthal angle of a single particle track, and ψr is the angle of the

reaction plane3, estimated using the azimuthal distribution of all particles in an event. Any

3The reaction plane is defined by two lines: the initial beam direction, and the impact parameter between
the colliding nuclei.
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collective behaviour manifests in the coefficients of the series in equation 2.2,

vn = 〈cos [n (φ− ψr)]〉 .

Often of interest is the second Fourier coefficient, v2, which denotes a behaviour called elliptic

flow. This can act as a measure of the centrality of a collision, with v2 increasing for more

peripheral events, which is shown in figure 2.8.

Figure 2.8: Elliptic flow coefficients, v2, of identified hadrons as a function of event centrality
in Pb-Pb collisions at

√
sNN = 2.76 TeV [60]. The different data sets denote the same quantity

calculated using different methods, and are compared to results from STAR (the solid lines).

2.3.4 Direct photons

The final products of a QGP event contain a high number of photons, in addition to the

high number of massive particles produced from the various scattering and decay processes.

These photons can come from one of three sources: hadronic decays after hadronization

of the QGP, production in the initial hard scattering of the colliding beams, or thermal

production from the evolving QGP medium.

These latter two classes contain the photons whose source is the medium itself, known
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as direct photons. The yield of these direct photons can be calculated by taking the full, in-

clusive, yield and subtracting the yield of decay photons. As the direct photons are produced

at all stages in a QGP’s evolution, they hold important information about the behaviour of

the medium, such as temperature or collectivity.

The high pT region of the direct photon spectrum is a good place to test theoretical

models: this region is dominated by prompt photons, those from the initial hard scatterings.

The yields of these can be estimated with perturbative QCD calculations, which can then

be compared to any measurements made. The spectra of thermal photons is expected to

show at low pT, where it will manifest as an excess on top of the prompt photon spectra, as

indicated by the lines in figure 2.9.
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Figure 2.9: Direct photon spectra from Pb-Pb collisions at
√
sNN = 2.76 TeV, in three cen-

trality classes [61]. The dashed lines and filled areas show theoretical predictions from NLO
pQCD models based on pp collisions, scaled by the number of nucleon-nucleon interactions
for each centrality class.
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In order to extract and make use of the thermal photon spectra, an exponential decay

can be fitted to the direct photon spectrum after subtraction of the estimated yields of

prompt photons. The slope of this fit can then be used to estimate the average temperature

of the QGP medium. ALICE results in Pb-Pb collisions at
√
sNN = 2.76 TeV have measured

a temperature of 279±12(stat.)±41(syst.) MeV in the most central events [61].

2.3.5 Strangeness enhancement

Proposed in 1982 by Rafelski and Müller [62], the idea of strangeness enhancement in de-

confined quark media was one of the first observables proposed as a signature for QGP

formation. Within the collisions observed at the LHC (either using protons or heavy atomic

nuclei), there is no net strangeness in the initial state: any strange quarks observed in the fi-

nal state must have been produced during the evolution of an event. The prompt production

of strange quarks must be done via inelastic collisions of the initial partons in the colliding

beams, either via quark-antiquark annihilation (qq̄ → ss̄) or gluon-gluon fusion (gg → ss̄)

as shown in figure 2.10.

Figure 2.10: Feynman diagrams of ss̄ production from partonic interactions. Shown are
quark-antiquark scattering, far left, and gluon-gluon fusion.

Within an event in which no QGP is formed, the production of any quark-antiquark

pair must also take into account that these quarks must then be bound into hadrons. This

requirement gives quarks an effective mass; for the strange quark, this is 486 MeV/c2 [63].

Within a QGP, quarks are able to be produced without the need for hadronic binding, so

they take a bare mass. The bare mass of the strange quark is 95 MeV/c2 [54]. The high

temperature conditions within a QGP, and the movement to partonic degrees of freedom
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rather than hadronic, mean that inelastic interactions between partons are able to form

strange quark-antiquark pairs in abundance as the medium evolves, even after the initial

collision. In circumstances where a QGP is not created, the higher effective mass of the

strange quark drastically reduces the likelihood of thermal production of ss̄ pairs. As such,

the production of strange hadrons is enhanced greatly if a QGP is created, relative to those

where no such medium is formed.

Another property of this strangeness enhancement is that it is predicted to be related

to the strangeness content of different hadrons; that the highest enhancement would be

present in the yields of the Ω strange quark triplet, then the Ξ baryon, and finally the singly

strange Λ and kaon states. Observation of this enhancement in strange quark production

can be taken as a signature of QGP formation in the collisions involved. In order to measure

any enhancement, yields of strange hadrons are compared to yields of charged pions. These

hadron-to-pion ratios are also compared between collision systems; specifically comparing

heavy-ion results, where a QGP may be formed, to proton-proton or proton-ion results,

systems considered to not be massive enough to sustain QGP evolution. This allows for

studies to be made about the onset of QGP formation.

Historical results

The first measurements of strangeness enhancement in ion-ion collisions were performed at

the BNL AGS [64] and CERN SPS [65, 66] in the late 1990’s using charged kaons and,

in the case of the SPS, strange baryons. These results show not only an enhancement

in the production of strange particles relative to nucleon-nucleon collisions, but also that

the observed enhancement depended on the strangeness content of the observed species: the

more strange quarks were present, the more the production of that species was enhanced [65].

This behaviour, that enhanced production would be strongest for the Ω species, then the Ξ

and Λ baryons, has been confirmed repeatedly at multiple energies [67,68] and colliding ion

systems [69].
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Strangeness production has also been studied at the energy frontiers of current accel-

erators, RHIC [70] and the LHC [71], confirming the behaviour seen at earlier experiments.

Heavy ion results are commonly given as a function of the average number of participating

nucleons in the collision, 〈Npart〉, which can act as a measure of the centrality of a collision.

Results from the first Pb-Pb collisions measured by ALICE, in figure 2.11, demonstrate a

strong enhancement of strange baryon yields relative to those measured in pp collisions, as

expected. Also shown are results from STAR using Au-Au collisions; the Pb-Pb yields are

consistent with those shown at STAR, further demonstrating that strangeness enhancement

in QGP formation is both a system-independent and energy-independent effect.

Figure 2.11: Ξ/π and Ω/π ratios as a function of 〈Npart〉 for Pb-Pb collisions at
√
sNN =

2.76 TeV with ALICE [71]. These are compared to ALICE results at pp collisions at
√
s =

7 TeV and STAR results at both Au-Au collisions and pp collisions at 200 GeV.
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Further studies done by both ALICE and STAR compare yields in heavy ion collisions

to those in smaller systems, such as pp [72,73] and p-Pb [74]. To do these comparisons, yields

have been plotted as a function of the charged particle density, 〈dNch/dη〉, created in the

collisions. This quantity acts as an indicator of the final state multiplicity, and can be used

to directly compare the conditions created in the different collision systems.

Initial results from p-Pb collisions, in figure 2.12, show that the to-pion yields of

charged Ξ and Ω baryons (collectively known as hyperons) increase with final state multi-

plicity, even in systems where QGP creation is not expected. The p-Pb results also provide

a smooth transition as a function of 〈dNch/dη〉, from the low-multiplicity pp results and

almost reaching levels of strangeness saturation observed in Pb-Pb collisions.

(a) Ξ to π (b) Ω to π

Figure 2.12: ALICE results of hyperon to pion yields as a function of charged particle
multiplicity density in p-Pb (blue), Pb-Pb (red) and pp (black) collisions at the LHC [74].

In addition to within hyperon production, the ALICE collaboration demonstrated

that strangeness enhancement was also visible in the yields of singly-strange particles in

p-Pb collisions [75], in particular looking at the neutral K meson and the Λ baryon. Also

investigated were the multiplicity-dependent yields of strange particles in pp collisions, which

had not before been seen [76], as shown in figure 2.13. These pp results show the same

trend as in p-Pb collisions, suggesting that the strangeness enhancement effect is one that is
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independent of collision system.

Figure 2.13: Hadron-to-pion ratios in different collision systems, as a function of 〈dNch/dη〉
[76]. Shown are results for the K0

S meson, and the Λ, Ξ and Ω baryons.

The behaviour observed in proton-proton collisions is not well modelled by Monte

Carlo generators commonly used at the LHC: PYTHIA8 [77], EPOS LHC [78] and DIPSY

[79]. The best qualitative match for the behaviour seen comes from DIPSY, which describes

the interactions between colour charges in a nuclear environment not as a classical string, but

as a ‘rope’, with a higher string tension, which is more likely to hadronise into strange quarks.

While this model does provide an increase in the strange yield observed in high-multiplicity

collisions, it does not quantitatively reproduce results obtained from multi-strange baryons,
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suggesting that more theoretical work need to be done in order to understand strangeness

enhancement.
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Chapter 3

ALICE and the LHC

The analysis reported in this thesis was performed using data taken with the ALICE ex-

periment [31]; one of the four main detectors located on the Large Hadron Collider (LHC)

at CERN [80]. The following chapter shall describe the CERN accelerator facilities and the

ALICE detector, with particular emphasis on the various subdetectors used in this analysis.

3.1 The CERN Accelerator Complex

The Large Hadron Collider (LHC) at CERN is a 27 km circumference particle accelerator,

located roughly 100 m underground, crossing the French-Swiss border near Geneva. Using a

combination of radio frequency accelerating cavities and various large electromagnets, it is

able to accelerate two counter-rotating beams of particles, most commonly protons or lead

ions, up to 6.5 TeV per proton. The LHC is, however, not the only accelerator utilised

by CERN; there are a number of intermediary steps between initial beam source and final

collisions, and so a series of machines are used to accelerate and prepare the beams for their

final destinations. These intermediary accelerators are not only used as boosters leading

to the LHC; they also feed some of CERN’s other facilities in their own right, whether

an experiment such as NA62 [81], or further acceleration facilities such as the Antiproton
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Decelerator [82]. Figure 3.1 shows a schematic diagram of the accelerator complex.

Figure 3.1: The CERN accelerator complex. Modified from [83].

The process of accelerating protons begins with a source of molecular hydrogen, a

bottle of hydrogen gas, located at one end of the Linear Accelerator 2 (Linac2). From the

gas bottle, these hydrogen molecules are split into atoms, and then ionised. The electrons

from these hydrogen atoms are stripped away, leaving behind only the hydrogen nucleus,

a proton. Linac2 then uses radiofrequency (RF) cavities to accelerate these protons up to

an energy of 50 MeV, before feeding them into the Proton Synchrotron (PS) booster to be

further accelerated up to 1.4 GeV. From the beginning of Run 3, Linac2 will be replaced by

a new linear accelerator, Linac4, which will accelerate negative hydrogen ions to energies of

160 MeV [84]. The excess electrons will be stripped from these ions as they are injected into

the PS booster, leaving only protons in the beam.

The PS booster (labelled as “booster” in figure 3.1) is comprised of four parallel rings,

each of which can accelerate protons without input from the others. By controlling which

of the four booster rings is filled at any one time, CERN is able to separate the proton
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stream from Linac2 into discrete bunches, which are then used for the rest of the protons’

acceleration process all the way up until final collisions. From the PS booster, the beams of

protons are fed into the PS, which takes their energy up to 25 GeV [85]. The PS began life

as CERN’s flagship accelerator when it launched in 1959. However, when CERN began to

build larger accelerators in the 1970’s, the PS was moved into a supporting role, acting as

a booster for these new machines, a role which it retains today. From the PS, protons are

fed into the Super Proton Synchrotron (SPS), where they are accelerated to 450 GeV [86].

Much like the PS before it, the SPS launched as CERN’s primary accelerator in 1976, and

has since been used in many important analyses, including the discovery of the W± and Z0

bosons.

From the SPS, the protons are finally injected into the LHC to be accelerated to their

final energies, whether the full collider energy of 6.5 TeV per beam, or a lower energy used

for reference studies. As mentioned above, the protons are injected into the LHC in discrete

bunches. These bunches contain 1.15×1011 protons each, and measurements show that each

beam contains 2556 of these bunches [87]. The bunches cross at four points around the ring,

each corresponding to the location of one of the four large LHC experiments, with a time of

25 ns between bunch crossings.

The acceleration process for lead ions is very similar to that for protons. It begins

with an isotopically pure sample of solid lead-208, which is then vaporised and ionized.

This sample is then fed through a different linear accelerator than the one used for proton

operations, Linac3, where the ion beams are accelerated to 4.2 MeV. From here, the ions are

fed into the Low Energy Ion Ring (LEIR), where they are further boosted to 72 MeV and

injected into the PS. From the PS, the path taken by the lead ions is identical to that of

the proton beams, eventually culminating in the high energy density collisions used by the

various LHC experiments to study the Quark Gluon Plasma.
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Figure 3.2: Schematic diagram of the LHC, noting its octants, and the location of beam
facilities on it [88].

3.1.1 The LHC

The LHC is split into eight octants for logistical purposes (as shown in figure 3.2), each

comprising a number of straight sections and a pair of transition sections, designed to pass

the particle beams between the different octants. The majority of the LHC is comprised of

thousands of superconducting magnets, which are kept at a temperature of 1.9 K by the use

of liquid helium. 1232 of these magnets are the primary LHC dipoles which are used to bend
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the beam, and keep it circulating within the LHC beampipe. A further 392 magnets are

quadrupoles, used to ‘squeeze’ the beam, and reduce its spatial dimensions. Once the LHC

beams are at their desired energies, they are directed to collide at four interaction points

around the ring. These four interaction points are where the primary LHC experiments are

housed (as shown in figure 3.2): ATLAS [89] at Point 1, and CMS [90] at Point 5, both

general purpose detectors built for studies which included the search for the Higgs boson;

LHCb [91] at Point 8, which specialises in the studies of CP violation and other very rare

processes; and ALICE [31] at Point 2, optimised for the study of heavy-ion collisions and

the Quark Gluon Plasma.

Operation of the LHC began in September 2008, after more than a decade of plan-

ning, designing and building. These proton-proton collisions were promptly halted shortly

afterwards, after an electrical fault and subsequent helium leak caused major damage to the

LHC beampipe and a number of the surrounding magnets. A shutdown of more than 12

months followed, during which time the damaged components were replaced. It was not

until November 2009 that the LHC was fully operational again, and at a beam energy of

half what it was designed for. This started a three and a half year period of routine oper-

ation of the LHC, known as Run 1, lasting until February 2013. During Run 1, the LHC

provided proton-proton (pp) collisions at centre-of-mass energies of 0.9, 2.76, 7 and 8 TeV,

and three heavy-ion lead-lead (Pb-Pb) runs in 2010 and 2011, with a centre-of-mass-energy-

per-nucleon,
√
sNN = 2.76 TeV. In addition to these, the LHC also ran proton-lead (p-Pb)

collisions in 2013, at
√
sNN = 5.02 TeV.

Following the end of Run 1, the LHC and its experiments went into a year-long period

of no beams, Long Shutdown 1 (LS1). During this time, the LHC was upgraded to provide

beams at 6.5 TeV, close to the original design energy of 7 TeV per beam. The LHC’s restart

in April 2015 marked the end of LS1, and the beginning of Run 2. During Run 2, which

lasted until December 2018, pp collisions took place at
√
s = 13 TeV, as well as Pb-Pb

collisions at
√
sNN = 5.02 TeV and p-Pb collisions at

√
sNN = 8.16 TeV. A short run of
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xenon-xenon collisions at
√
sNN = 5.44 TeV was also carried out in October 2017.

3.2 ALICE

ALICE (A Large Ion Collider Experiment) [31] is one of the main four detectors which utilises

the beams accelerated using the LHC. It is located in an experimental cavern roughly 80m

underground, on the outskirts of the French village of Saint-Genis-Pouilly near the French-

Swiss border. It is designed to investigate the creation and properties of the QGP, and

as such is the only one of the primary four LHC experiments optimised for the extreme

high-multiplicity environments found in the events resulting from the most central Pb-Pb

collisions.

The main detector weighs 10,000 tonnes, and measures 16 m high, by 16 m wide,

by 24 m long, with a pair of small subdetectors located along the beampipe 116 m away

from the interaction point (IP). The main body of ALICE is comprised of two main sections:

a central barrel, located within ALICE’s 0.5 T room-temperature solenoid magnet, and a

forward muon arm. In total, ALICE is comprised of 18 different sub-detector systems, which

can be broadly split into three groups: central detectors, forward detectors and those within

the muon arm. Figure 3.3 shows the ALICE detector and all of its subdetector components.

3.2.1 ALICE coordinate system

ALICE uses a Cartesian coordinate system, with the origin at the centre of the inner barrel.

The x−y plane is defined as being perpendicular to the beamline, with the x-axis pointing in

towards the centre of the LHC ring, and the y-axis pointing vertically upwards. The z-axis

lies parallel to the beam pipe, and points away from the muon arm. Within ALICE, some

components are referred to as being A-side or C-side: A-side corresponds to the side of the

detector along the positive z-direction; C-side corresponds to the side of the detector along

the negative z-direction, the side with the muon arm.
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Figure 3.3: Schematic diagram of the ALICE detector, labelling the various subdetectors [92].
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Motion within ALICE is often referred to as being either longitudinal or transverse

(as this thesis will do). Longitudinal motion is defined as the motion in the z-direction, along

the beam axis, and transverse motion is defined as that in the plane perpendicular to the

beam axis; the x− y plane. Transverse variables in particular are of interest as the colliding

nucleons travel along the beam axis and have no transverse components; any motion in the

transverse plane is therefore created from the collision.

Within this analysis, a number of constructed variables are of interest. One is the

transverse momentum, pT, of particles. This is defined as pT =
√
p2
x + p2

y, and measures the

component of a particle’s momentum in the transverse plane. Another variable of use is the

longitudinal variable, pseudorapidity, denoted as η. This is given by

η =
1

2
ln

(
|~p|+ pz
|~p| − pz

)
= −ln

[
tan

(
θ

2

)]
,

where θ is the measured angle between a particle’s momentum vector, ~p, and the z-axis, and

pz is the component of ~p along the z-axis. By its definition, η = 0 for particles travelling

exactly perpendicular to the beam axis, and approaches infinity as θ approaches 0. For

relativistic particles (those for which their momentum is much greater than their mass), η is

a very good approximation for the variable rapidity, y, defined as

y =
1

2
ln

(
E + pz
E − pz

)
,

where E is a particle’s measured energy.

In the majority of the collisions at the LHC, the collision system is symmetric. As

such, the centre-of-mass rapidity frame, yCoM , and the laboratory rapidity frame, ylab, are

the same. However, in the asymmetric proton-lead collision system, yCoM is shifted relative

to the lab frame by a factor dependant on the atomic mass, A, and charge Z, of the two

40



ALICE and the LHC

colliding particles [93],

|∆y| '
∣∣∣∣12 ln

(
Z1A2

Z2A1

)∣∣∣∣ . (3.1)

For a proton, A = Z = 1, and for a lead nucleus, A = 208 and Z = 82. Applying these to

equation 3.1 gives a rapidity shift, |∆y| ' 0.465, for proton-lead collisions. Within ALICE,

the notation of asymmetric collision systems first lists the particle travelling from the A-

side to the C-side of the detector, and the second from C to A. In the system of interest

for this analysis, the p-Pb system, the shift is towards negative rapidity, so for yCoM = 0,

ylab = −0.465.

3.3 The ALICE detector

The eighteen subdetectors within ALICE can be separated into three broad categories. The

central barrel covers the region |η| < 0.9, and lies within the magnet used for charged particle

momentum determination. Within the central barrel lie detectors used for particle tracking,

particle identification and energy determination. The tracking within the central barrel is

primarily accomplished by the Inner Tracking System (ITS) and Time Projection Chamber

(TPC), and is supplemented by the Transition Radiation Detector (TRD).

All three of these tracking systems are also used for particle identification (PID)

of the thousands of particles generated in heavy ion collisions. For the ITS and TPC,

this is achieved using measurements of a particle’s energy loss as it traverses through the

detector, dE/dx, which shall be discussed in more detail in section 3.5. The PID from

these systems is further supplemented using the Time-of-Flight (ToF) and High Multiplicity

PID (HMPID) detectors. Also found within the central barrel are detectors used for the

measurement of particle energy: the Electromagnetic and Di-Jet calorimeters (EMCAL and

DCAL respectively), and the Photon Spectrometer (PHOS). In addition to these, attached to

the top of the ALICE magnet yoke is the ACORDE scintillator array, used for the detection

of high-energy cosmic rays which reach the experimental cavern.
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The forward detectors are located in the high-η region, and detect particles travel-

ling close to the beam pipe. These detectors are primarily used for triggering, and for the

measurement of global characteristics of each event (final state multiplicity, event centrality,

and location of the primary vertex amongst others). Multiplicity measurements are provided

by the VZERO (V0) detector, Forward Multiplicity Detector (FMD) and the Photon Mul-

tiplicity Detector (PMD). Located next to the V0 is the T0 detector, which has a timing

resolution of better than 50 ps, and is used to help locate the primary vertex in an event.

Also considered as forward detectors are two the Zero Degree Calorimeters, located 116 m

away from the IP along the beam pipe [31]. These are used, in conjunction with measure-

ments of final state multiplicity, to determine the centrality of a collision by measuring the

energy of spectator nucleons; those which did not take part in the primary collision.

Also found in the forward region is the muon arm, covering the pseudorapidity range

−4.0 < η < −2.5. The electronic aspects of the muon spectrometer consist of a series of

parallel tracking and triggering planes, which detect the flight path of any muons with mo-

mentum which take them close to the beam axis in the negative z direction. In combination

with a large dipole magnet and front-end absorber, which lies between the interaction point

and the first series of detector planes, the muon arm is able to detect the presence of muons,

identify their charge, and measure their momenta. The muon arm is primarily utilised for

studies of heavy quarkonia, for example the Υ; and ultra-peripheral collisions, which in-

vestigate the distribution of gluons within the nucleus using the photoproduction of lighter

quarkonia, such as the ρ0 and J/Ψ.

The rest of this chapter shall discuss, in more detail, the detector subsystems that

were utilised in this analysis: the Inner Tracking System; Time Projection Chamber, and

VZERO detector.
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3.4 The Inner Tracking System

The Inner Tracking System [94, 95] lies at the core of the ALICE central barrel, and is the

first detector system encountered by any particles which are generated in the mid-rapidity

region. The ITS is a cylindrical system surrounding the interaction point, which covers the

region |η| < 0.9 for all layers and 4 < r < 43 cm. The ITS is primarily a tracking detector,

and is able to determine the location of both primary and secondary decay vertices with

a very high resolution. This is important for strangeness analyses as the lifetimes of the

strange hadrons of interest are such that they typically travel centimetres before decaying.

The ITS is comprised of six concentric layers, as shown in figure 3.4; the outer four of which

also provide dE/dx samples which can be used for the PID of low-momentum particles.

Figure 3.4: Diagram of the ALICE ITS, labelling the three separate sections [95].

3.4.1 Silicon Pixel Detector

The innermost two layers of the ITS comprise of the subsystem called the Silicon Pixel De-

tector (SPD) [96]. The SPD is capable of providing high quality tracking for low-momentum

(pT < 200 MeV/c) particles, and high-precision vertex location, being able to identify the

location of an event’s primary vertex with a resolution better than 100 µm. The SPD is also

used to measure final state multiplicity, and as such, has an η coverage greater than than
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the subsequent four layers of the ITS (|η| < 2 in the inner SPD layer, and |η| < 1.4 in the

outer).

As it is the first of ALICE’s detector systems encountered by particles, it must be

designed to deal with the extreme track densities present in the most central heavy-ion

collisions, which can reach as much as 50 tracks per cm2. The high granularity required in

such conditions is provided by the use of 9.8 × 106 individual pixel cells, each measuring

50 µm in the rφ direction and 425 µm in the z direction.

These cells are bonded to readout chips, which measure 12.8 mm in the rφ direction

and 70.7 mm in the z direction, providing a spatial resolution of 12 (100) µm in the rφ (z)

direction respectively. Each chip holds a matrix of 256 (rφ) x 32 (z) silicon cells, which is

attached to the base electronics via solder bumps. Twenty chips are arranged linearly to

form a stave, which is then placed parallel to the beam pipe. At either end of these staves

are Multi-Chip Modules (MCMs) which are responsible for controlling front-end electronics,

and are connected to the SPD’s readout system via fibre-optic links.

The SPD is comprised of ten sectors, placed cylindrically around the interaction point.

Each sector is built upon a carbon-fibre support structure; this holds two staves in the inner

layer, 3.9 cm from the beam axis, and four staves in the outer layer, 7.6 cm from the beam

axis. In total, the SPD contains 60 staves, which corresponds to 120 read-out channels, and

a total detector surface area of 0.21 m2.

Surrounding the SPD, separating it from the next layers of the ITS, is an aluminium-

coated carbon-fibre heat shield. This shield prevents the large amount of heat generated

by the SPD’s electronics from interfering with the operation of the subsequent layers of the

ITS. In total, combining both the pixel layers and the heat shield, the material budget of the

SPD comes to around 2% of a radiation length [96], which helps minimise scattering from

the SPD on the tracks in ALICE’s events.
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3.4.2 Silicon Drift Detector

The Silicon Drift Detector (SDD) subsystem is that which makes up the third and fourth

layers of the ITS, offering both high-precision tracking and the capability to provide some of

the dE/dx samples used for ITS PID [97]. The SDD, with a total surface area of 1.31 m2, is

composed of much smaller modules. These modules, each 300 µm thick, are made of doped

silicon with a sensitive area of 70.17 (rφ) x 75.26 (z) mm2. A schematic diagram of one such

module is shown in figure 3.5. The sensitive area of each SDD module is split in half by

a central cathode which lies along the z direction, creating two ‘drift regions’ per detector.

The cathode holds a high bias voltage of −2.4 kV, which sets up a drift field between itself

and the 256 collection anodes aligned at the other side of each drift region.

Figure 3.5: Diagram of an ALICE silicon drift detector module. The labelled MOS charge
injectors are used to monitor the drift velocity in the SDD [97].

As a charged particle traverses an SDD module, it ionises the surrounding material.

The electrons created by such a process then interact with the bias field applied over the

SDD, and begin drifting towards the collection anodes at the edge of the silicon. At a bias

voltage of −2.4 kV, the electrons in the SDD have a drift velocity of 8.1 µm/ns. When the

electrons reach the external anodes, the SDD is able to provide a signal. The signal at each

anode is sampled at a rate of around 40 MHz, which then means that each SDD is split into

89.1x103 sensitive elements, or ‘cells’, each of which measures 294 x 202 µm2.
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As with the SPD, the SDD layers are arranged in ladders, with multiple detector

units per ladder. Between the two layers, the SDD system contains 260 modules (each

module comprised of a drift detector and its corresponding readout electronics), each using

512 readout channels. This results in a total of over 133,000 readout channels for the SDD

system.

By measuring the drift time for any electrons produced within an SDD module, the

location of the original particle can be pinpointed with high precision: the average spatial

precision of the SDD is 35(25) µm in the rφ(z) direction. In addition to tracking, the SDD

system are also capable of measuring the energy loss experienced by a particle as it traverses

its volume. This is then able to be used for particle identification, as will be explained in

section 3.5.

3.4.3 Silicon Strip Detector

At the outer layers of the ITS, the charged particle track density decreases significantly

with respect to the centre of the collision (< 1 particle per cm2), and so there is no need

for the high granularities present in the more central detectors. To this end, ALICE uses

1698 double-sided silicon micro-strip detectors (known within ALICE by the acronym SSDs)

for the fifth and sixth layers of the ITS [98]. These are able to provide both energy loss

measurements (as with the SDDs, used for the identification of low-momentum particles),

and good position information which is used to match tracks between the ITS and the TPC

which surrounds it.

The individual SSD modules are 300 µm thick, double-sided sensors, which measure

75 x 42 mm2 in area, and which hold 768 sensitive strips on each side. The strips on either

side of each sensor are tilted by 17.5 mrad with respect to the short edge of the module, and

35 mrad with respect to each other, as shown in figure 3.6. By identifying which pair of strips

register a signal in coincidence, the position of a particle interacting with an SSD module

can be located. The spatial precision of the SSD modules is 20 µm in the rφ direction, and
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830 µm in the z direction [31].

Figure 3.6: Schematic diagram of a silicon strip sensor [94].

3.5 The Time Projection Chamber

Surrounding the ITS is a large Time Projection Chamber (TPC), a diagram of which is

shown in figure 3.7. The TPC within ALICE fulfils two roles: it provides complete tracking

for particles over a very wide range of momenta (from around 0.1 GeV/c to 100 GeV/c),

and high accuracy particle identification for low momentum (pT < 1 GeV/c) particles.

The main body of the ALICE TPC is a cylindrical field cage with an inner radius of

0.8 m, an outer radius of 2.5 m, and a length of 5 m, covering the region |η| < 0.9. The

88 m3 volume of the TPC is split in half by the large high voltage electrode at 100 kV, which

sets up a uniform electric field of 400 V/cm aligned along the z-axis. The operation of the

TPC is much like that of the SDD, except the charged particles do not traverse through

solid silicon; the TPC is filled with a gas mixture of neon, carbon dioxide and nitrogen in

ratios of 90:10:5. This gas mixture has been optimised for drift speed, reducing the chances
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Figure 3.7: Three-dimensional schematic of the ALICE Time Projection Chamber [99].

of multiple scattering, and stability over time. Despite these attempts at stability, the drift

velocity within the TPC is still highly temperature dependent. Due to this, the TPC requires

a thermal stability of greater than 0.1 K, which is achieved via the use of heat screens and

cooling circuits.

The read-out of the TPC is provided by use of 72 multi-wire proportional chambers

(MWPCs) located at the endplates. As the ionisation electrons approach the MWPCs, they

are accelerated by a strong electric field, which causes a charge avalanche. This is then picked

up by the cathode pads which act as readout for the MWPCs. By identifying which of the

readout pads has fired, the rφ position of a track can be identified; its location along the

z-axis can be determined by measuring the time that the ionisation took to drift across the

detector. The position resolution of the TPC is dependent on the radial position of a track

in question. As such, the resolution is 1100(800) µm in the rφ direction and 1250(1100) µm

in the z direction at the inner(outer) radius of the TPC.

In addition to tracking, the TPC is used for particle identification for many of the

particles created within ALICE. For this, two measurements are needed for each particle:
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its momentum and energy loss as it traverses the TPC. The energy loss measurements

are provided directly by the TPC; the momentum measurements come after offline event

reconstruction, by measuring the curvature of a track within the central barrel magnetic

field.

PID within the TPC, ITS and TRD is all done using measurements of energy loss as

a particle passes through a material. The equation describing this energy loss is known as

the Bethe-Bloch formula:

−dE

dx
∝ Z

Aβ2

(
1

2
ln

(
2mec

2γ2β2

I

)
− β2

)
, (3.2)

where Z, A and I are properties of the material being traversed (its atomic number,

atomic mass and mean excitation potential, respectively), β = v/c is the speed of the particle

being detected and γ = 1/
√

1− β2 [100]. Equation 3.2 can also be written in such a form

that its right-hand side is dependent only on the mass and momentum of the particle being

measured. Since both momentum and energy loss are able to be measured by the TPC, the

only free parameter is a particle’s mass. If the energy loss of various particles are plotted

against their momenta, patterns form which can be used to separate species of different

masses, as shown in figure 3.8.

3.6 The V0 detector

Within the forward region near to the interaction point lie two arrays of plastic scintillator

detectors; these comprise the VZERO (or V0) system. The two arrays are labelled V0A and

V0C, and are placed as shown in figure 3.9: the V0A lies 340 cm away from the IP, on the

A-side of the central barrel, and covers the pseudorapidity region 2.8 < η < 5.1; the V0C is

fixed to the front of the muon absorber, at z = −90 cm, and covers −3.7 < η < −1.7. Both

V0 detectors consist of 32 scintillator tiles arranged in four concentric rings in the rφ plane.
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Figure 3.8: Energy loss for various particles versus their momenta, as measured by the TPC
in Pb-Pb collisions. The drawn lines show parameterizations of the expected behaviour for
various species [101].

The interaction of charged particles with the scintillator material causes excitations

within the detector material. As the scintillator de-excites, it releases photons, which are

picked up by a series of wavelength-shifting fibres which run along the side of the detectors.

These fibres take the light to a series of photomultiplier tubes (PMTs), where the signal is

amplified and read out. The scintillators do not discriminate between species or momenta;

any particle hitting the V0s will create the same signal. Therefore, the total energy deposited

in the scintillators is proportional to the number of particles passing through the V0 system,

which allows the V0s to be used as an estimator of final state multiplicity.

For symmetric collision systems, such as pp and Pb-Pb, the event multiplicity esti-

mator is taken as the combined amplitude of the signals from the V0A and V0C arrays;

this estimator is notated as V0M. For the asymmetric p-Pb collisions, the taken multiplicity

estimator is the amplitude of the signal from the V0 array in the Pb-going direction. For

this analysis, that corresponds to the V0A detector. The distributions of these signals are
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Figure 3.9: Cut-away schematic of the ALICE central barrel, showing the location of the
two VZERO arrays [102].

then divided into percentiles to define multiplicity classes.

The V0 system is also used to provide triggering for ALICE; due to the very fast

read-out speed that the scintillators are able to provide, hits in the V0 can be used as

early indicators of the presence of a collision. These trigger signals are also used for event

classification: a Minimum Bias event is one in which both V0 arrays record at least one hit,

and is the least strict classification used for a trigger.

Further to the above, the V0 detectors are also used to discriminate between real

events and background from beam-gas interactions. To do this, the time-of-flight is measured

for each array. From these, a beam-gas interaction can be identified by looking at correlations

between the measure times, as shown in figure 3.10.
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Figure 3.10: Weighted average time-of-flight of particles detected in the V0A versus those
in the V0C in pp collisions. The concentration of points in the upper right corner of the
plot describe real pp collisions, whereas the other two concentrations result from interactions
with residual protons in the beam pipe. [102]
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Chapter 4

Event Selection and Data Analysis

The analysis detailed in this thesis looks at two hadrons: the K0
S meson and the Λ baryon,

both of which contain a single strange quark. As both of these particles are neutrally charged,

they are not detected by the ALICE tracking systems; they are instead reconstructed from

their weak decay products, which can be measured. The following chapter shall discuss

the criteria used for the selection of individual candidates, as well as any corrections which

needed to be applied.

4.1 Multiplicity Estimation

The results from this analysis are to be put in terms of the final state charged particle

pseudorapidity density, 〈dNch/dη〉, so that they can be compared to similar results from

other energies and system sizes. In order to do this, a method must be used to determine an

event’s multiplicity. Within ALICE, a number of these exist, including counting the number

of tracklets measured in the SPD, and the energy incident on the Zero Degree Calorimeters,

located more than 100 m from the interaction point along the LHC beamline. Within this

analysis, the V0A subdetector was used to provide an estimation for multiplicity, as described

in section 3.6.
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Figure 4.1: Distribution of the signal amplitude from the V0A detector in p-Pb collisions
at
√
sNN = 8.16 TeV [103]. Also marked are multiplicity classes, split into percentiles, and

separated by the vertical lines.

The amplitude of the signal from the V0A detector is used to separate events into

classes, each class containing a set percentage of the total data set, as shown in figure

4.1. In order to calculate the mean charged particle density for each of these classes, the

data are fitted using a Glauber model [104], shown as a red line in figure 4.1. Millions of

collisions of composite particles, such as heavy nuclei, are simulated; the model is then used

to calculate the number of participant nucleons, Npart, and the number of nucleon-nucleon

collisions, Ncoll, for each event. The generated distribution of Ncoll can then be matched to

the measured track multiplicity from ALICE data, and used to calculate the average number

of nucleon-nucleon interactions for each multiplicity class.

For this analysis, the same multiplicity classes were used for both the K0
S and Λ can-

didates. The chosen classes, and their corresponding charged particle multiplicity densities,
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are shown in table 4.1. The highest multiplicity classes in this p-Pb analysis overlap with

the lowest multiplicity classes in Pb-Pb analyses, and the lowest p-Pb multiplicity classes

overlap the highest multiplicity classes from pp collisions. This allows proton-lead analyses

to investigate the transition in behaviour from the smallest to the largest systems.

Table 4.1: Multiplicity classes used for both K0
S and Λ analyses, plus the midrapidity charged

particle multiplicity density for each class [105].

V0A class 〈dNch/dη〉|η|<0.5

0-1% 64.00 ± 1.66
1-5% 50.50 ± 1.31
5-10% 42.40 ± 1.10
10-15% 37.30 ± 0.97
15-20% 33.64 ± 0.87
20-30% 29.30 ± 0.76
30-40% 24.49 ± 0.66
40-50% 20.34 ± 0.53
50-60% 16.46 ± 0.43
60-70% 12.77 ± 0.34
70-80% 9.21 ± 0.24
80-100% 4.47 ± 0.14

4.2 Event Reconstruction

As discussed, the particle species of interest to the analyses in this thesis are neutrally

charged, and as such need to be reconstructed from their weak decay products. The most

common decay for the K0
S is to a π+π− pair, with a branching fraction of 69% [106]. For

the Λ(Λ̄), the most likely decay is to a pπ− (p̄π+) final state, with a branching fraction of

64% [107]. The average distance a particle travels before decaying, L, is given by

L =
pτ

m
,

where τ is the proper lifetime of the particle, p its momentum, and m the mass. For both

species considered in this analysis, this distance is of the order of centimetres. Table 4.2
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gives details of the decays detailed in this thesis.

Table 4.2: Properties of the K0
S and Λ species [106, 107]. The mass, lifetime and branching

fraction of the Λ̄ are expected to be identical to its matter counterpart.

Species Mass (MeV/c2) Lifetime, cτ (cm) Decay channel Branching fraction (%)

K0
S 493.677 ± 0.016 2.686 ± 0.001 π+π− 69.20 ± 0.05

Λ(Λ̄) 1115.683 ± 0.006 7.89 ± 0.06 pπ−(p̄π+) 63.9 ± 0.5

Given the lack of charge of the K0
S and Λ, and the distinctive V shape of their decays,

these species are referred to as V0s. The reconstruction of a V0 candidate begins with the

tracks of the decay products, known as a candidate’s daughters. Each of these tracks is

reconstructed from the outside in, starting from signals in the TPC, matching to hits in

the various layers of the ITS. Combinations of these tracks which reconstruct to a common

vertex, away from the primary vertex, are then identified with a V0 candidate.

The algorithm which reconstructs the V0 candidates used in this analysis initially

reconstructs all pairs of oppositely-charged reconstructed tracks in an unbiased way. Follow-

ing this, all possible combinations of two tracks are evaluated, to see if they could possibly

be from the decay of a V0. As figure 4.2 shows, the expected decay topologies are very

simple, containing only two final state particles. As such, it is very easy for unconnected

combinations of tracks to look like a real V0, and further selections are required.

These extra selections are performed based on the topology of a real V0 decay, and

remove candidates whose behaviour differs from what is expected. A detailed diagram of a

V0 decay, including the quantities used for candidate selection, is shown in figure 4.3. The

geometric properties considered in the acceptance or rejection are listed below:

• Distance of closest approach (DCA) of the V0 daughters: Given the known

topology of a V0 decay, it is required that both reconstructed daughter tracks are

consistent with originating from the same vertex, within the resolution of the detector.

To assist with applying this restriction, a cut was placed on the DCA between the

tracks of the two daughters, removing candidates whose daughters were likely to not
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(a) K0
S (b) Λ

Figure 4.2: Expected topologies for V0 decays. The expected shape of a Λ̄ decay is a
charge-swapped version of that for the Λ.

have come from the same vertex. Unlike other distance cuts, this value was measured

in σ, a constructed variable which is a result of the track reconstruction algorithm

matching signals from the ITS to those from the TPC.

• DCA between daughter tracks and the primary collision vertex (PV): A

candidate was rejected if either of the two daughter tracks came too close to the PV

when reconstructed. This was to ensure that the daughters were both more likely to

have originated from a weak decay, and not the initial collision.

• V0 decay radius: Each V0 candidate was assigned a decay vertex, a point on the

line joining the two daughter tracks at their points of closest approach, weighted by

the uncertainties on the tracks. A minimum cut was placed on the distance between

this and the primary vertex, referred to as the V0’s decay radius, to ensure sufficient

separation between the reconstructed decay vertex and the point of collision.

• Cosine of the V0 pointing angle: The pointing angle of a candidate was defined as

the angle between two lines; the momentum vector of the reconstructed V0, and the
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line connecting the V0 decay vertex to the PV. A cut was placed to keep this value close

to one, ensuring that the momentum of the V0 pointed back to the primary vertex.

(a)

(b)

Figure 4.3: Topological selections as applied to an example V0 decay, in this case for a K0
S.

On the left are shown the various distances of closest approach used, and on the right are
the V0 decay radius and pointing angle.

In addition to these topological variables, cuts were also placed on quantities de-

scribing the quality of the tracks used in the reconstructions process. In order to remove

background from tracks of the wrong species, a cut was placed on the TPC PID informa-

tion: a candidate was rejected if either of its daughter tracks were further than 4σ from the

expected behaviour. In addition, a minimum was placed on the number of hit TPC clusters

by a track, identifying good quality tracks. Out of a possible 159 clusters, accepted tracks

are required to have hit at least 70.

A further cut was also placed on the invariant mass of each candidate. This quantity

is calculated from the energies and momenta of the daughters coming from a particle decay,

and is indicative of the mass of the mother; in the case of the V0 species investigated here,

this becomes

M2
V0 =

(√
m2

+ + p2
+ +

√
m2
− + p2

−

)2

−
(
p

+
+ p−

)2
, (4.1)
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where m± and p± are the PDG mass and vector momentum respectively of the positive or

negative V0 daughter4. This M2 quantity is, as the name suggests, Lorentz invariant, and

as such avoids the problem of the relative motion of decay and laboratory frames.

As previously stated, the V0 reconstruction algorithm, known as the finder, combined

all identified tracks with all other reconstructed tracks of the opposite electric charge. Should

a combination of tracks come from a real candidate, equation 4.1 will return a value close to

the mass of the expected V0 species. However, as figure 4.2 shows, the decay topology for

the K0
S is almost identical to that of the Λ. As such, it is possible for some kaon candidates

to be reconstructed as a Λ or vice versa. In order to remove the contribution from such

mis-identifications, K0
S candidates were reconstructed as if they are a Λ (using the proton

mass instead of the π± mass for one of the daughters), and vice versa. A K0
S candidate is

rejected if this ‘misidentified mass’ is within 5 MeV/c2 of the PDG value for the Λ mass,

and a Λ candidate is rejected if the misidentified mass is within 10 MeV/c2 of the K0
S mass.

The rapidity range used for this analysis is −0.5 < ylab < 0, which is chosen to

reflect the acceptance of the ALICE central barrel, and the nature of decays coming from

the asymmetric p-Pb collision system. As discussed in section 3.2.1, the value of rapidity

in the lab frame is shifted by a value of −0.465 relative to the centre-of-mass frame. As

such, the rapidity interval chosen for this analysis roughly corresponds to 0 < yCoM < 0.5,

which is comparable to other analyses performed within ALICE. A cut is also placed on

the pseudorapidity of the daughter tracks. The acceptance of the ALICE inner barrel is

|η| < 0.9, so a cut is placed at |η| < 0.8 in order to avoid edge effects in the detectors.

4.2.1 Data Sample

The data set used for this analysis was taken from proton-lead collisions at a centre-of-mass

energy-per-nucleon of 8.16 TeV, which took place at the end of 2016. In particular, this

analysis used the data from six low interaction rate runs, within the larger LHC16r CENT

4This equation is written using natural units, where c = h̄ = 1.
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dataset, where CENT refers to the CENT detector cluster, which includes the TPC and

the full ITS. There is also a FAST cluster, which excludes the SDD, ALICE’s slowest de-

tector, when it is busy. This low interaction rate sample consists of around 40% of the total

LHC16r CENT dataset.

The probability of n interactions taking place within a single bunch crossing is de-

scribed by a Poisson distribution,

Pr(n, µ) =
e−µµn

n!
,

where µ is the average number of interactions per bunch crossing. The probability of more

than one interaction per bunch crossing can be calculated,

Pr(n ≥ 2, µ) = 1− Pr(n ≤ 1, µ) = 1− [Pr(n = 0, µ) + Pr(n = 1, µ)] = 1− (1 + µ)e−µ .

For the low interaction rate data used for this analysis, the value of µ is 0.02 or less, which

corresponds to a probability of more than one interaction per bunch crossing of less than

0.02%. This subsample was chosen for the analysis as it minimises the risk of having to

deal with pileup, where multiple interactions in the same bunch crossing can increase the

complexity of analysis.

4.2.2 Initial event selection

Prior to the application of tight geometric and track quality cuts, the data underwent a

process of basic event selection. The parameters used for this are those used within ALICE

for other p-Pb analyses. The data were collected using a minimum bias trigger, which requires

at least one hit to be registered in both the V0A and V0C subdetectors. In addition, a cut

was placed accepting events in which the primary vertex had a z-coordinate between -10 cm

and +10 cm, within the middle of the central barrel.
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A cut was also placed in order to remove any in-bunch pileup events. An event was

rejected if a second interaction vertex was found more than 0.8 cm from the first along the

z axis, with

• at least 5 associated tracklets, if the total number of reconstructed tracklets for the

event, Ntracklets, is greater than 50

• at least 4 associated tracklets, if 20 < Ntracklets ≤ 50, or

• at least 3 associated tracklets, if Ntracklets ≤ 20

After the application of these selections, the files containing the V0 candidates were

still too large for fast offline analysis. In order to create more compact files, a very loose

set of cuts was applied to the remaining V0 candidates; loose enough to not bias the final

data, but tight enough to remove a large amount of background. Table 4.3 contains the set

of these preliminary cuts.

Table 4.3: Loose topological cuts used to create the real data files used in this analysis

Cut type Cut value

V0 decay radius (cm) > 1.0

Cosine of V0 pointing angle > 0.95

DCA of V0 daughters (σ) < 2.0

DCA of positive daughter to PV (cm) > 0.02

DCA of negative daughter to PV (cm) > 0.02

cτ (cm) < 100

4.3 Signal Extraction

So that a signal could be extracted, and compared to previous analyses, the invariant mass

was plotted for all candidates which passed the candidate selection criteria, the particular

details of which shall be described in section 4.4. The resulting distributions, as shown
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in figures 4.4 and 4.5, were subsequently fitted with a composite function: a gaussian, to

describe the peak, and a second degree polynomial, to describe the underlying background.

0.42 0.44 0.46 0.48 0.5 0.52 0.54 0.56
]2c [GeV/-π+πM 

0

50

100

150

200

310×

2
 C

ou
nt

s 
/ 0

.8
 M

eV
/c

c < 10.0 GeV/
T

p-0.5 < y < 0; 0.2 < 
 = 8.16 TeV; 0-100% V0ANNs; p-Pb, S

0K

(a) Pre-cuts

0.42 0.44 0.46 0.48 0.5 0.52 0.54 0.56
]2c [GeV/-π+πM 

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160
310×

2
 C

ou
nt

s 
/ 0

.8
 M

eV
/c

c < 10.0 GeV/
T

p-0.5 < y < 0; 0.2 < 
 = 8.16 TeV; 0-100% V0ANNs; p-Pb, S

0K

(b) Post-cuts

Figure 4.4: Invariant mass distribution of all K0
S candidates, before and after the application

of topological cuts. Also shown are the function used to fit the peak, in red, and the peak
and background side bands, denoted by the blue and green lines respectively.

Following this fitting procedure, signal and background regions were chosen based on

the mean, µ, and width, σ, of the gaussian fit to the peak. A signal region was defined as

µ± 4σ, and the lower and upper background regions were defined as [µ− 10σ, µ− 6σ] and
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Figure 4.5: Invariant mass distribution of all Λ candidates, before and after the application
of topological cuts. Also shown are the function used to fit the peak, in red, and the peak
and background side bands, denoted by the blue and green lines respectively.

[µ+ 6σ, µ+ 10σ], respectively.

The events within the signal region are composed of both true V0s, and background

events which happened to pass event selection. The background as a function of invariant

mass was taken to be linear; as such, the number of candidates in both side bands were

summed in order to give an estimation of the background under the peak. This was then
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subtracted from the number of counts in the peak region to calculate the final signal.

The data used were separated into transverse momentum bins in order to provide a

pT spectrum. The bins used were as follows

– K0
S: {0.2, 0.3, 0.4, 0.5, 0.6, 0.7, 0.8, 0.9, 1.0, 1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 1.6, 1.8, 2.0, 2.2, 2.4, 2.6, 2.8,

3.2, 3.7, 4.2, 5.0, 6.0, 10.0} GeV/c

– Λ(Λ̄): {0.6, 0.7, 0.8, 0.9, 1.0, 1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 1.6, 1.8, 2.0, 2.2, 2.4, 2.6, 2.8, 3.2, 3.7, 4.2,

5.0, 6.0, 10.0} GeV/c

The bins start above zero as very low momentum candidates cannot be detected by

the ALICE inner barrel; the daughter tracks of any such candidates do not traverse the

detectors due to their small radii of curvature. As such, in order to extract full yields, the

pT spectra for the different V0 species were plotted and fitted, a procedure which shall be

discussed further in section 5.1.1.

4.4 Cut Study

The values used for the topological cuts were chosen in a method very similar to other high-

energy physics analyses. The eventual aim of the cuts chosen was to maximise the available

signal counts, whilst minimising the number of background events, thereby increasing the

signal-to-noise ratio. For this, the signal significance, σ, was calculated,

σ =
S√
S +B

,

where S+B is the combined signal plus background counts in the signal region, and S is the

background-subtracted signal counts. This quantity was used as it allowed for the desired

reduction in noise, whilst also not running into the issue of dividing by zero, should there be

no background counts.
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The data were first analysed applying no topological cuts other than the very loose

cuts used to create the data files used for this analysis, as detailed in table 4.3. Then,

one of the topological cuts was tightened slightly, and the data re-analysed. This process

was repeated a number of times, and σ was calculated for all possible values of the cut in

question. This process was then repeated for all of the topological selection criteria.

Also used for cut selection was the fraction of signal remaining as each cut was tight-

ened, relative to the signal from the loosest possible cut value. This value,

Signal fraction =
Raw signal(chosen cut)

Raw signal(fully loose)
,

reflected the fraction of signal lost by each successive tightening of each cut. This was

calculated using both real data, and data from Monte Carlo simulations of V0 candidates,

in order to compare the behaviour of real events with simulated ones. This comparison was

performed in order to minimise any biases that may have been introduced in the corrections

required by the raw spectra. Figure 4.6 shows two of the plots used for topological cut

selection. For a full set of the plots used, see appendix A.

The final values chosen for each cut were those that maximised the significance, whilst

also:

– retaining a signal fraction of at least 95%, and

– showing no more than a 3% discrepancy between real data and Monte Carlo signal

loss.

For the K0
S analysis, this process was completed in a single pass. However, for the Λ cut

determination, multiple passes were required, each time replacing the cuts not being in-

vestigated with the values chosen from the previous pass. This was because of a visible

discrepancy between real data candidates, and those from Monte Carlo simulations. After

three passes, the optimal cut values did not vary wildly between passes, and so were set as
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Figure 4.6: Cut study plots as a function of cut value for the DCA V0 daughters cut. The
top of each plot shows the signal significance for each cut, and the lower pad shows the
fraction of signal remaining (relative to a fully-loose cut). Also indicated, by the grey line,
are the cut values at which the significance is maximised. Note that, for the K0

S analysis,
this does not match the cut used due to the greater than 5% signal loss caused.
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the chosen cuts.

Table 4.4 lists the default values used for the topological and track quality cuts used

for the analyses detailed in this thesis. Note that the Λ̄ cuts are identical to those used for

the Λ analysis, with the DCA cuts for the positive and negative daughters swapped.

Table 4.4: Default topological and track quality cuts used for the K0
S, Λ and Λ̄ analyses.

Cut type K0
S Λ(Λ̄)

V0 decay radius (cm) > 1.0 > 1.0

Cosine of V0 pointing angle > 0.995 > 0.985

DCA of V0 daughters (σ) < 0.8 < 1.3

DCA of positive daughter to PV (cm) > 0.06 > 0.02(0.05)

DCA of negative daughter to PV (cm) > 0.06 > 0.05(0.02)

cτ (cm) < 15 < 40

Number of TPC clusters hit ≥ 70 ≥ 70

TPC PID (number of σ from Bethe-Bloch curve) ± 4 ± 4

Signal extraction window (σ from peak) ± 4 ± 4

Competing species rejection window (MeV/c) ± 5 ± 10

4.5 Spectral Corrections

The spectra generated by the process outlined previously required corrections before the final

fitting and yield extraction process could be carried out. These corrections are required in

order to take into account the efficiencies of the detectors and reconstruction algorithms, as

well as the detector acceptances and contributions to the final yields from decay channels not

considered for analysis. For these corrections, general purpose Monte Carlo (MC) simulations

of the real data were used. The MC data were made by two different event generators,

EPOS-LHC [78] and DPMJET [108]. These were then propagated through a simulation of

the ALICE detector, made using GEANT4 [109].

The efficiencies were extracted by running the MC data through a near-identical anal-

ysis to the real data, and comparing the results to the truth level, generated V0 candidates.
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The main way in which the two candidate selections differed is that the MC analysis checks

that a V0 candidate is associated with a generated V0 at the truth level. The efficiency is

calculated separately for each pT bin, as

ε(pT) =
Nrecon(pT)

Ngen(pT)
, (4.2)

where Nrecon(pT) and Ngen(pT) are the number of reconstructed and generated V0 candidates

in a specific pT bin. The reanalysis performed on MC data provided Nrecon, and the values

for Ngen were extracted directly from the generated V0 candidate distributions.

It is important to check if there is a multiplicity dependence in the efficiencies. For

this, the Monte Carlo data, both reconstructed and generated, were separated into the same

multiplicity bins as the data, and the efficiency calculated again for each bin. These were

then compared to the multiplicity-integrated MC sample, as shown in figure 4.7. As can

be seen, within errors, the efficiency values for each multiplicity bin agree with those from

the full Monte Carlo sample, suggesting no significant multiplicity dependence. As such, the

multiplicity-integrated efficiency values were used for the correction of spectra.

4.5.1 Feeddown Removal

For many ALICE strange particle analyses, the species of interest can all be assumed to have

been created in the initial collisions and subsequent QGP evolution. However, for Λ and Λ̄

analyses, this is not the case. This is because a non-negligible fraction of the Λ detected

in the final state actually come from the weak decays of heavier, multistrange species. As

such, this contribution, known as feeddown, must be calculated and removed from the final

pT spectra in order to isolate the prompt Λ spectra.

Figure 4.8 shows the invariant mass of all Λ and Λ̄ candidates in the Monte Carlo

data which pass their respective event selections. These candidates also have associated

information, identifying whether they are primary, from the initial collisions of the LHC
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Figure 4.7: Multiplicity dependence of efficiencies, for all multiplicity bins. The upper panel
shows a direct comparison of efficiency values, and the lower panel shows the ratio of efficiency
values to those from multiplicity-integrated MC data.
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Figure 4.8: Invariant mass distribution of Λ and Λ̄ candidates, from the Monte Carlo data set.
The uppermost black line denotes the full data set, and the blue line denotes all candidates
which are identified as primary. All other lines denote candidates identified as resulting from
weak decays of heavier particles, separated by the identity of the mother.
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beams; secondary, from the weak decays of some heavier particle; or from the interactions of

other particles with the detector material. Those candidates identified as being secondary

also have associated flags identifying the mothers which created them.

Counting the identified candidates in the MC data suggests that around 25% of all Λ

and Λ̄ candidates are from feeddown procedures, and that, of those, around 96% come from

the decays of charged or neutral Ξ’s. As such, the procedure detailed here shall only take

into consideration the feeddown contribution as a result of the decays of Ξ± or Ξ0.

From simulated data, it was shown that there was no meaningful difference in the

distributions of topological variables between primary and secondary Λ candidates. This

demonstrated that there was no method by which secondary Λ’s could be identified at

the candidate selection level. As such, the feeddown contribution was calculated after the

creation of the initial spectra, by using Monte Carlo data to estimate the fraction of secondary

candidates in the whole data set.

The feeddown contribution to the final Λ spectra could not be taken from Monte

Carlo data alone, as the Ξ-to-Λ ratio and pT spectra differed to those seen in the real data.

Therefore, simulated data was used in order to find the probability that a generated Ξ of a

given pT created a reconstructed Λ of a particular pT. These probabilities were then scaled

using measured Ξ spectra, in order to calculate the expected feeddown contribution to be

removed.

The particular method used for this analysis utilised a feeddown matrix (FDM), as

shown in figure 4.9, separated into bins identifying the pT of the Λ candidate and of its

mother. The content for each bin in the FDM was calculated from MC data, by

FDMij =
Nrecon(Λ2o,i | Ξj)

Ngen(Ξj)
. (4.3)

Equation 4.3 expresses the content of the [i, j]th bin of the feeddown matrix. The numerator,

Nrecon(Λ2o,i|Ξj), is the number of reconstructed secondary Λ candidates in the ith Λ pT bin,
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who have identified Ξ mothers with a reconstructed pT in the jth Ξ pT bin. This is divided

by Ngen(Ξj), which is the number of truth level Ξ candidates with a generated transverse

momentum in Ξ pT bin j.
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Figure 4.9: Feeddown matrices calculated for the Λ, left, and Λ̄, right, analysis.

The feeddown matrices created by this process are effectively probability distributions,

detailing the likelihood that a Ξ in pT bin j will decay into a Λ in pT bin i, and that the

decay Λ will be detected and reconstructed by the ALICE detector. The FDM can then be

used to estimate the feeddown contribution to the real spectra. In an ideal regime, one where

the probability of Ξ to Λ conversion, P (Ξ→ Λ), is measured continuously, the feeddown Λ

spectra would be expressed as

N(ΛFD) =
∫

Pr(Ξ→ Λ)(ΞpT)×N(Ξ)(ΞpT) dΞpT , (4.4)

where Pr(Ξ→ Λ) is the probability of a Ξ decaying into a reconstructed Λ, and the integral

is performed over all Ξ pT. However, as the conversion probability, contained within the

feeddown matrix, and measured spectra are discrete, this turns equation 4.4 into

dN(Λi,FD)

dy
=
∑
j

FDMij
dN(Ξj,meas)

dy
. (4.5)

The values for dN(Ξj,meas)/dy were taken from fully corrected measured Ξ± spec-
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tra, presented at the Strangeness in Quark Matter [110] and International Nuclear Physics

Conferences [111] in 2019. For those bins which overlapped directly with the measured Ξ

spectra, the spectral content was used - multiplied by the width of the respective pT bin, as

the spectra contain values for d2N/dydpT . For those feeddown matrix bins which extend past

the contents of the measured spectra, a fit was used to calculate what the content should be

at that point. These fits were Lévy-Tsallis functions, which shall be discussed in more detail

in section 5.1.1.

Once all rows in the feeddown matrices had been multiplied by their respective real

Ξ measurements, all columns were summed in order to create the final feeddown spectra.

These spectra were created separately for each multiplicity bin used in the analysis; all using

the same feeddown matrix, made using multiplicity-integrated Monte Carlo data. This

choice was made in order to maximise the number of candidates used in the creation of the

matrix, and minimise the likelihood that low statistics would result in an empty bin that

would otherwise have been filled. The final feeddown spectra were then subtracted from the

raw real Λ spectra, prior to the application of efficiency corrections, in order to create the

dedicated prompt spectra.

It should be noted that the feeddown Λ contribution comes, not only from the decays

of charged Ξ’s, for which there are measured results, but also from Ξ0 decays. The Ξ0, which

decays to Λπ0 with a branching fraction of 99.9% [112], has no measured yields in the ALICE

detector. As such, an assumption has to be made about the production of Ξ0 relative to

charged Ξ’s: that the yields of Ξ0 and Ξ± are equal.

In order to take the contribution from neutral Ξ’s into account, two methods can

be used. One method creates the feedown matrices using only reconstructed candidates

whose mother is a charged Ξ, then doubling the final feeddown spectra. This method, for

the purposes of this thesis, shall be referred to as the double charged method. The other

method, used by default in the analyses reported here, fills the feeddown matrix with Λ

candidates whose mother is either a charged or neutral Ξ, before multiplication by the
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measured Ξ± spectra. This method, which makes the assumption that the pT spectra of Ξ0

matches that of Ξ±, is referred to here as the inclusive mother method.

The final feeddown spectra are shown in figure 4.10, and the ratio of each spectrum

to the raw spectrum calculated from real data is shown in figure 4.11. The results presented

in figure 4.11 shall henceforth be referred to as the calculated feeddown fraction.

As can be seen from figure 4.11, the feeddown fractions calculated for Λ candidates

and those calculated for Λ̄ candidates do not differ significantly, both species displaying a

feeddown fraction of the order of 20 %. It is also evident that the fraction of the final spectra

which is covered by feeddown increases as a function of final state multiplicity, particularly

at low pT (below 1.5 GeV/c).

Another proposed source of Λ feeddown is the electromagnetic decays of Σ0 baryons,

with the process Σ0 → Λγ having a branching fraction of almost 100% [113]. Measurements

made by the STAR collaboration [114] support theoretical predictions that the Σ0/Λ ratio

is around 1/3. Within ALICE, the combination of detector restrictions and extremely low

lifetime of the Σ0, (7.4 ± 0.7) × 10−20 s [113], results in any Λ candidates produced in this

way being indistinguishable from primary Λs. As such, and because the quark content of

the Σ0 and Λ are identical, this potential source of feeddown is not taken into account.

4.6 Self-consistency Test

Prior to the calculation of final systematic uncertainties, a self-consistency test was performed

in order to justify the results that this analysis provided. For this test, the MC sample was

divided into two separate files, denoted in this report as A and B; one was then used in

place of the real data, and the other was used to calculate the efficiency corrections. The

self-consistency test was first performed on K0
S candidates, in order to avoid the complication

that would arise from the feeddown removal process.

Spectra were calculated from the ‘real data’ file, in a lesser range than covered by the
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Figure 4.10: Feeddown spectra for all multiplicity bins, shown with the multiplicity-
integrated feeddown spectrum.
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Figure 4.11: Ratio of feeddown spectra to raw real spectra, shown for all multiplicity bins,
including multiplicity-integrated data.
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real data used in the primary analysis. This was carried out due to the low statistics present

at high pT in the individual files, an issue that the full combined Monte Carlo data do not

encounter. These spectra were then fitted, and the yields extracted, as performed for the

primary analysis.

In order to judge the reliability of these reconstructed yields, references are required

from the generated candidates. To create these reference yields, the distributions of generated

candidates were separated into the same multiplicity bins as used for the analysis, and the

number of entries in each bin were summed from 0 GeV/c up to the maximum pT used for

the reconstructed spectra. The ratios of reconstructed yields to those from generated K0
S

candidates are shown in figure 4.12.
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Figure 4.12: Ratio between file A generated yields, and file A reconstructed yields, using file
B for efficiency correction.

As can be seen from figure 4.12, the reconstructed and generated yields can be con-

sidered to be consistent once statistical errors are taken into account. Despite this, the yields

do not agree as well as would initially be expected, and so this deviation was investigated.

Two sources of systematic error were considered as potential candidates for the discrepancy
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in yields: the fitting and extrapolation procedure used to extract yields from the pT spectra,

and the choice to use multiplicity-integrated efficiencies across all multiplicity bins.

The uncertainty due to the use of the fitting procedure was calculated by rebinning the

generated pT spectra to match the reconstructed spectra, and fitting them to extract yields.

Figure 4.13 shows the ratios between the yields calculated from fitting the generated spectra,

and those taken from bin counting applied to the same spectra. These ratios demonstrate

that the fitted yields are lower than the raw counted yields at mid- to high-multiplicity, due

to the fitting function underestimating the yield in the extrapolated region. As such, an

error of 1 % was applied in order to account for the use of the fitting procedure.
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Figure 4.13: Ratio between file A generated yields, calculated via bin counting and the fitting
procedure.

In order to evaluate the error due to the use of multiplicity-integrated efficiencies, the

self-consistency test was run twice, using the same file for both efficiencies and candidate

selection. One run was performed with the same procedure as for the primary analysis;

using multiplicity-integrated efficiencies. The second used efficiencies calculated separately

for each multiplicity bin. Figure 4.14 shows the ratio between reconstructed and generated
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Figure 4.14: Ratio of reconstructed K0
S candidates to the truth level yield, using the same

file for both candidate selection and efficiency correction.
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yields for both cases discussed. Another test that may be of interest is to perform the same

comparison, but using different files for the efficiencies and candidate selection. The plots

from this are shown in appendix B; they suggest that if the different candidates are used

to create and correct the pT spectra, using the multiplicity-integrated efficiencies provides

more accurate results.

Once the 1 % error due to the fitting procedure is taken into account, the recon-

structed yields calculated using multiplicity-differentiated efficiencies can be considered to

be consistent. Therefore, the observed discrepancy between reconstructed and generated

yields that can be seen in figure 4.14b is due to the use of multiplicity-integrated efficiencies.

To account for this, a 2 % error was applied, which was then added in quadrature with the

uncertainty due to the use of the fitting procedure. Figure 4.15 shows these uncertainties

applied to figure 4.12. As can be seen, the ratios of reconstructed-to-generated yields now

lie within errors of unity, and so can be considered to be consistent.
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Figure 4.15: Ratio between self-consistency test yields of reconstructed and raw generated
K0

S candidates, with systematic errors shown.

Following the completion of this, the self-consistency test was performed again, look-
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ing at Λ candidates. Again, to avoid the complication of feeddown removal, only known

prompt candidates were initially used. Due to the Λ spectra starting at a higher pT than

the K0
S spectra, the uncertainty due to the fitting procedure has a greater impact on the

reconstructed yields. As such, a larger error, 3 %, was assigned to account for the fitting

process. The uncertainty due to the use of multiplicity-integrated efficiencies was also larger,

at 4.5 %. When the total error is taken into account, the reconstructed Λ yields from only

known primary candidates can be considered to be consistent with the generated yields, as

shown by figure 4.16.
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Figure 4.16: Ratio between self-consistency test yields of known primary reconstructed Λ
candidates and raw generated candidates.

After the completion of the self-consistency test using only known primaries, it was

repeated, using all reconstructed Λ candidates. As such, a feeddown removal procedure

needed to be applied, as described in section 4.5.1. As the self-consistency test uses only

Monte Carlo data, the Ξ− spectra used to generate the feed down spectra were extracted from

the distributions of generated Ξ candidates. Figure 4.17 shows the ratio between generated

81



Event Selection and Data Analysis

and feeddown corrected reconstructed Λ yields. With the application of the systematic

errors calculated using the known primary candidates, the feeddown corrected yields can be

considered to be in agreement with the generated yields.
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Figure 4.17: Ratio between self-consistency test yields of all reconstructed Λ candidates,
corrected for the feeddown contribution, and raw generated candidates.

4.7 Systematic Errors

Should the analysis be repeated independently, the chosen topological cuts will differ from

those used here depending on the criteria applied to select them. As the Monte Carlo does

not perfectly describe the real data, these alternate cuts will cause the corrected spectra to

differ slightly from the ones calculated here. This constitutes a source of systematic error on

these results. As such, it is useful to investigate the effects of varying the candidate selection

criteria, and evaluate the systematic error that this imposes upon the spectra.

In order to study the effects of varying the cuts, different values for each needed to

be chosen. These extra values are referred to by one of four labels, as described below:
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– very loose cuts were placed according to the selections used to filter the AODs, as

detailed in table 4.3.

– loose cuts were placed to at the point of half the signal loss of the default cut, for

variables for which this was possible. These should reflect the loosest reasonable cuts

that could be used.

– tight cuts were placed at the point of 5% signal loss. These should reflect the tightest

reasonable cuts that could be used.

– very tight cuts were placed at the point of 10% signal loss. These reflect very extreme

circumstances in which the analysis could be performed.

After the choice of these systematic cut values, any for which the real data and Monte Carlo

signal losses disagreed by more that 3% were either adjusted or removed. The justification

for this is that the systematic cuts should theoretically be ones which could have been used

for the main analyses. If a cut showed large real data to MC discrepancy, it was not used

for the default analysis, so the same approach was taken here.

The final values used for the study of systematic uncertainties are reported in tables

4.5, for the K0
S analysis, and 4.6, for the Λ and Λ̄ analysis. Figure 4.18 shows significance

and fraction of signal remaining against cut value, as in figure 4.6, but with marks denoting

the final default and systematic cut choices. Figure 4.18 shows the relevant plots for only

one of the cuts investigated; the full set are located in appendix C.

Following the selection of these systematic cuts, the analysis was repeated multiple

times. For each of these repetitions, one of the default cut values was replaced with a

systematic cut. Following this process, the multiplicity-integrated spectra created for a

single variable were compared, as shown in figure 4.19. The final systematic uncertainty

from a single source, for a given pT bin was then compared to the corresponding Roger

Barlow sigma [115].
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Figure 4.18: Significance and fraction of signal remaining for the DCA V0 daughters cut.
The vertical lines denote cut choices: magenta, default; and grey, used for systematics
determination.
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Table 4.5: Values of the cuts used for the systematic cut study of the K0
S analysis. The labels

for the cut types are shorthand equivalents of the names in table 4.4.

Cut type Very Loose Loose Tight Very Tight

RV0 (cm) > 1.4 > 2.7

cos θPA > 0.95 > 0.975 > 0.998 > 0.999

DCA V0 daught. (σ) < 2.0 < 1.5

DCA pos. to PV (cm) > 0.02 > 0.04 > 0.12 > 0.22

DCA neg. to PV (cm) > 0.02 > 0.04 > 0.12 > 0.22

cτ (cm) < 20 < 10 < 8

Least TPC clusters ≥ 80 ≥ 90

TPC PID (σ) ± 5 ± 3

Sig. ext. (σ) ± 6 ± 5 ± 3

Comp. spec. rej. (MeV/c2) No cut

Table 4.6: Values of the cuts used for the systematic cut study of the Λ (Λ̄) analysis. The
labels for the cut types are shorthand equivalents of the names in table 4.4.

Cut type Very Loose Loose Tight Very Tight

RV0 (cm) > 1.9 > 2.8

cos θPA > 0.95 > 0.97

DCA V0 daught. (σ) < 2.0 < 1.5 < 1.0 < 0.7

DCA pos. to PV (cm) > 0.02 > 0.05(0.17) > 0.08(0.25)

DCA neg. to PV (cm) > 0.02 > 0.17(0.05) > 0.25(0.08)

cτ (cm) < 100 < 60

Least TPC clusters ≥ 80 ≥ 90

TPC PID (σ) ± 5 ± 3

Sig. ext. (σ) ± 6 ± 5 ± 3

Comp. spec. rej. (MeV/c2) No cut ± 5

Roger Barlow’s sigma is defined by

σ∆ =
√
σ2

1 + σ2
2 ,

where ∆ = a1 − a2 is the difference between two independent measurements, a1 and a2,

and σ1 and σ2 are the uncertainties on those measurements. Physically, σ∆ represents the
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Figure 4.19: Systematic uncertainty determination, considering only the DCA of the positive
daughter to the PV, for the K0

S analysis. Errors shown are Roger Barlow’s sigma [115].

acceptable deviation in ∆ due to statistical fluctuations on a1 and a2; here a1 is the spectral

content measured using the default cuts and a2 is the spectral content measured with the

systematic cuts. If the systematic difference, as shown in figure 4.19b, was within one σ∆ of
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unity, then that difference can be reliably disregarded and considered to be due to statistical

fluctuations.

The final bin-by-bin systematic was taken to be half the maximum spectral deviation,

if that deviation was at least one σ∆ from unity. This process was repeated for all selection

criteria considered for the systematic study. For most, the final error was the pT-dependent

uncertainty generated by the comparisons of spectra. The exception to this is for the signal

extraction window in the Λ and Λ̄ analyses. For this variable, a constant uncertainty of

1.5% was applied across all pT bins, as the bin-by-bin fluctuations were not considered to be

indicative of a pT-dependent error.

In addition to the sources of error discussed above, a further systematic was required

to account for uncertainties in the material budget considered in the Monte Carlo data.

This extra uncertainty was evaluated using Monte Carlo simulations with varying material

budgets; five runs were used, using ±4.5%, ±10% and 0%, relative to the default used for

the corrections in this analysis [116]. The spectra from the four varied budget runs were

then compared to the ‘no-change’ run; the final material budget error was taken to be half

the maximum deviation from one of the different ratios calculated. The histograms used for

this process were fitted with an exponential decay; these functions, as shown in figure 4.20,

were then taken as the material budget uncertainty for this analysis.

For the Λ and Λ̄ analysis, a further source of error was considered: that caused by

the choice of feeddown removal method. In order to estimate this, the final multiplicity-

integrated spectrum was calculated twice, once with each of the two different procedures

outlined in section 4.5.1. The ratio of one to the other was then calculated in order to

determine whether a pT-dependent cut was required or not. It was decided that the bin-by-

bin fluctuations did not suggest the need for a pT-dependent cut, and so an uncertainty of

1% was applied across all pT bins.

The cut-based uncertainties were then combined in quadrature, creating final errors

from topological sources. These were then combined with the uncertainties calculated from
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Figure 4.20: Material budget uncertainties, as a function of pT, for the K0
S, Λ and Λ̄ analysis

[116].
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the track quality cuts. Figures 4.21, 4.22 and 4.23 show the topological and total systematic

uncertainties for the K0
S, Λ and Λ̄ analyses, respectively. For all of the species considered,

two sources of error are reliably important: the uncertainty stemming from the choices of

topological cuts, and, particularly at low pT, the material budget used in the simulated data.
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Figure 4.21: Topological and total systematic uncertainties as a function of pT, for the K0
S

analysis.
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Figure 4.22: Topological and total systematic uncertainties as a function of pT, for the Λ
analysis.
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Figure 4.23: Topological and total systematic uncertainties as a function of pT, for the Λ̄
analysis.
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Chapter 5

Results

The following chapter shall present the final corrected spectra calculated for V0 species in

p-Pb data at
√
sNN = 8.16 TeV, and then shall describe the process used to extract pT-

integrated yields from them. These yields, along with a systematic uncertainty from the

yield extraction procedure, shall then be shown. Finally, these results shall be given context

using analyses of light non-strange hadrons, and comparing the values observed here to those

from similar analyses in other collision systems and energies.

5.1 Transverse Momentum Spectra

Figure 5.1 shows the final, corrected transverse momentum spectra for the K0
S and combined

Λ and Λ̄ analyses. A trend that is visible here is that the peaks of the spectra move towards

higher values of pT as the final state multiplicity increases. This hardening of the spectra is

consistent with the existence of collective behaviour, as described by hydrodynamic models

of the media created after the initial collisions [117].

The ratio between the Λ and Λ̄ corrected spectra are shown for three multiplicity bins

in figure 5.2, which demonstrates that the Λ and Λ̄ spectra are consistent with each other,

within statistical errors. As such, the results for these two particles are combined for the
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Figure 5.1: Full pT spectra for the K0
S analysis, top, and Λ + Λ̄ analysis, bottom. Shown

with the dashed lines are the Lévy-Tsallis functions [118] fitted to the spectra.
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purposes of presentation. Due to this, from this point on unless otherwise specified, the term

‘Λ analysis’ will refer to the combined results from both Λ and Λ̄.
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Figure 5.2: Ratio of Λ to Λ̄ corrected spectra, as a function of pT, for low- mid- and high
multiplicities. Only the propagation of statistical errors are shown.

As was described in section 4.3, and as is clearly visible in figure 5.1b, the measured

pT spectra do not go down to 0 GeV/c. As such, in order to extract pT-integrated yields,

the spectra must be fitted, and used to calculate the ‘unseen’ contribution to the final yield.

5.1.1 Spectral fitting

For this analysis, the default fitting function used was the Lévy-Tsallis function [118]. At low

momentum, the thermal physics which dominate the distribution of particles is described

with exponential behaviour, with a power law tail used to model the hard processes which

dominate at high momentum. The form of the Lévy-Tsallis function used for the fits in this
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analysis is thus

d2N

dydpT

=
(n− 1)(n− 2)

nTk[nTk +m(n− 2)]

dN

dy
pT

1 +

√
p2

T +m2 −m
nTk

−n , (5.1)

where Tk is the kinetic freeze-out temperature, n is a free parameter, and
√
p2

T +m2 ≡ mT

is known as the transverse mass.

After the spectra are fitted with the function given in equation 5.1, the full pT-

integrated yields can be calculated. For this, the fits are extrapolated from the region in

which candidates are measured, down to 0 GeV/c. The final yield is given by the sum of all

measured candidates in the pT bins defined by the analysis, plus the integral of the fitting

function, within the extrapolated region.

5.2 Multiplicity Dependence of Yields

The total calculated yields for the K0
S and Λ analyses are displayed in tables 5.1 and 5.2. Also

given are the mean charged particle density, dNch/dη and the percentage of the final yield

extracted from the fitting and extrapolation procedure. This extrapolation fraction ranges

from 6 % to 10 % for the K0
S analysis, and from 17 % to over 30 % for the Λ analysis. This

demonstrates just how much of the predicted yields lie in the unobservable low momentum

region, especially in analyses of heavier species.

Figure 5.3 shows the final calculated yields for all species considered, as a function of

〈dNch/dη〉. Both tables 5.1 and 5.2 and figure 5.3 demonstrate an increase in particle yields,

as a function of final state multiplicity, as would be expected.

5.2.1 Uncertainties

The statistical uncertainties on the final yields are calculated within the fitting procedure.

In order to evaluate these, the corrected spectra were varied 1000 times with bin contents
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Figure 5.3: Final calculated yields as a function of final state multiplicity for the analyses
described in this thesis. Statistical errors are indicated as bars, and systematic errors as
boxes.
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Table 5.1: Two times the K0
S yield for all V0A multiplicity bins, presented with both statis-

tical and systematic errors. Also given is the percentage of each yield which comes from the
extrapolation of the fitting function.

V0A mult. bin 〈dNch/dη〉 dN/dy (2K0
S) Extrap. (%)

0-1 % 64.00 ± 1.66 8.105 ± 0.047 (stat.) ± 0.227 (syst.) 5.7
1-5 % 50.50 ± 1.31 6.394 ± 0.022 (stat.) ± 0.181 (syst.) 5.9
5-10 % 42.40 ± 1.10 5.330 ± 0.019 (stat.) ± 0.152 (syst.) 5.9
10-15 % 37.30 ± 0.97 4.729 ± 0.019 (stat.) ± 0.140 (syst.) 6.0
15-20 % 33.64 ± 0.87 4.241 ± 0.017 (stat.) ± 0.125 (syst.) 6.2
20-30 % 29.30 ± 0.76 3.657 ± 0.012 (stat.) ± 0.108 (syst.) 6.3
30-40 % 24.49 ± 0.66 3.069 ± 0.011 (stat.) ± 0.095 (syst.) 6.6
40-50 % 20.34 ± 0.53 2.539 ± 0.010 (stat.) ± 0.078 (syst.) 6.9
50-60 % 16.46 ± 0.43 2.069 ± 0.009 (stat.) ± 0.066 (syst.) 7.3
60-70 % 12.77 ± 0.34 1.564 ± 0.007 (stat.) ± 0.048 (syst.) 7.8
70-80 % 9.21 ± 0.24 1.143 ± 0.007 (stat.) ± 0.039 (syst.) 8.6
80-100 % 4.47 ± 0.14 0.551 ± 0.003 (stat.) ± 0.020 (syst.) 10.2

Table 5.2: (Λ+Λ̄) yield for all V0A multiplicity bins, presented with both statistical and sys-
tematic errors. Also given is the percentage of each yield which comes from the extrapolation
of the fitting function.

V0A mult. bin 〈dNch/dη〉 dN/dy (Λ + Λ̄) Extrap. (%)
0-1 % 64.00 ± 1.66 2.553 ± 0.020 (stat.) ± 0.142 (syst.) 16.7
1-5 % 50.50 ± 1.31 2.003 ± 0.012 (stat.) ± 0.113 (syst.) 17.4
5-10 % 42.40 ± 1.10 1.695 ± 0.009 (stat.) ± 0.093 (syst.) 18.0
10-15 % 37.30 ± 0.97 1.491 ± 0.009 (stat.) ± 0.082 (syst.) 18.6
15-20 % 33.64 ± 0.87 1.357 ± 0.009 (stat.) ± 0.076 (syst.) 18.9
20-30 % 29.30 ± 0.76 1.176 ± 0.006 (stat.) ± 0.064 (syst.) 20.0
30-40 % 24.49 ± 0.66 0.977 ± 0.005 (stat.) ± 0.054 (syst.) 20.9
40-50 % 20.34 ± 0.53 0.815 ± 0.005 (stat.) ± 0.046 (syst.) 22.3
50-60 % 16.46 ± 0.43 0.651 ± 0.004 (stat.) ± 0.038 (syst.) 23.6
60-70 % 12.77 ± 0.34 0.493 ± 0.004 (stat.) ± 0.030 (syst.) 25.2
70-80 % 9.21 ± 0.24 0.356 ± 0.003 (stat.) ± 0.025 (syst.) 28.2
80-100 % 4.47 ± 0.14 0.159 ± 0.002 (stat.) ± 0.014 (syst.) 31.8

which fluctuated within the statistical errors on the default spectra. The reproduced spectra

were then fitted as with the default spectra, and the distribution of yields was calculated.

The statistical error on the yield was taken as the standard deviation of this distribution.

The systematic error on the yields was comprised of two contributions: that coming

from the systematic errors on the spectra, as described in section 4.7, and the uncertainty
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derived from the fitting and extrapolation procedure. In order to calculate the contribution

derived from the spectra, the fitting procedure was repeated two more times, once with

the systematic uncertainties subtracted from the default data points, and once with the

systematic uncertainties added. The final uncertainty contribution from the spectra was

taken as the mean of the differences between the two ‘systematic’ yields and that calculated

as default.

For the uncertainty from the fitting and extrapolation procedure, the spectra were

fitted with other functions which could have been used to describe them. The functions

considered were as follows, where A denotes a normalisation constant:

1. A pT exponential, where the spectra are assumed to decrease exponentially with pT:

d2N

dydpT

= A pT e
−pT/T .

2. An mT exponential function, similar to the pT exponential above, but with the spec-

trum decreasing as a function of mT, as defined alongside equation 5.1:

d2N

dydpT

= A pT e
−mT/T .

3. A Boltzmann distribution:

d2N

dydpT

= A pT mT e
−mT/T .

4. A Fermi-Dirac function:

d2N

dydpT

= A
pT

emT/T + 1
.
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5. A Bose-Einstein function:

d2N

dydpT

= A
pT

emT/T − 1
.

6. A Boltzmann-Gibbs Blast Wave function [119], which assumes a particle source in

thermal equilibrium, which is undergoing isotropic radial expansion. The functional

form of the BG blast-wave includes an integral over the radii of the source, from zero

to R, its final radius:

dN

pTdpT

∝
∫ R

0
rdr mT I0

(
pT sinh ρ

TK

)
K1

(
mT cosh ρ

TK

)
,

where I0 and K1 are modified Bessel functions and

ρ = tanh−1(βT ) .

The kinetic freeze-out temperature, Tk and transverse flow velocity, βT are commonly

referred to as the main parameters of the Blast-Wave function.

The default fit range covered the full pT range of corrected spectra, up to 10 GeV/c,

and extending down to 0 GeV/c. However, in order to optimise the quality of the different

fits, the upper limit used for the fitting procedure was reduced as necessary. The final

systematic uncertainty from the fitting procedure was decided on a bin-by-bin basis, by fitting

all default spectra with all possible functions, and extracting both the yield information and

χ2 per degree of freedom in each case. The spectra and fits for the two most extreme

multiplicity bins are shown in figures 5.4 and 5.5 for the K0
S analysis, and 5.6 and 5.7 for

the Λ analysis. Appendix D contains plots covering all multiplicity bins, for both analyses

described in this chapter.

After the fitting procedure was completed, the ratios were calculated between the

98



Results

yields from the default Lévy-Tsallis function, and those from the alternate fitting functions.

The final percentage uncertainty was calculated from the ratios of yields from the functions

which gave a good fit to the pT spectra (with a χ2 per d.o.f of 4 or lower), and which

satisfied this fit quality restriction for all multiplicity bins. For the K0
S data, this meant

the mean of the ratios of yields from the Blast-Wave, mT exponential, Fermi-Dirac, and
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Figure 5.4: Spectra and fits for the 0-1 % multiplicity K0
S analysis. The lower plot shows

the ratio between all fits and data. All fits, as detailed in section 5.2.1 are shown, including
those not ultimately used in the determination of the systematic error.
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Figure 5.5: Spectra and fits for the 80-100 % multiplicity K0
S analysis. The lower plot shows

the ratio between all fits and data.
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Figure 5.6: Spectra and fits for the 0-1 % multiplicity Λ + Λ̄ analysis. The lower plot shows
the ratio between all fits and data. All fits, as detailed in section 5.2.1 are shown, including
those not ultimately used in the determination of the systematic error.
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Figure 5.7: Spectra and fits for the 80-100 % multiplicity Λ + Λ̄ analysis. The lower plot
shows the ratio between all fits and data.
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Bose-Einstein functions. For the Λ analysis, the values were solely the yield ratios from the

Boltzmann-Gibbs Blast Wave fits.

It should be noted that the systematic error derived from the fitting function comes

only from the low pT region, where the functions are extrapolated to find the integrated

yield. As can be seen in figures 5.4 to 5.7, the functions fit well in the region where the

majority of the spectra lie; any effect on the fits from the poor agreement at high pT is

considered negligible. The average systematic error due to the extrapolation procedure is of

the order of 1 % for all species considered in this analysis.

5.3 Baryon-to-Meson Ratios

Previous V0 analyses, in Pb-Pb, p-Pb and pp collisions, have investigated the pT dependence

of the Λ to K0
S ratio [75,120]. Figures 5.8 and 5.9 show this ratio as measured in pp collisions

at
√
s = 0.9 and 7 TeV, p-Pb collisions at

√
sNN = 5.02 TeV, and Pb-Pb collisions at

√
sNN = 2.76 TeV. As can be seen, the Λ/K0

S ratio is enhanced significantly as a function of

final state multiplicity at mid pT. This observation is generally explained by recombination

and collective flow; a description which is justified by similar behaviour from the p/π ratio

[75].

Investigating this effect will thus provide a useful crosscheck for this analysis: the

observed enhancement seems to suggest an effect only dependent on dNch/dη, and as such

should be visible in the data used here. Figure 5.10 shows the ratio between the combined

Λ and Λ̄ spectra and the K0
S spectrum, multiplied by two, for both the lowest (80-100 %)

and highest (0-1 %) multiplicity bins in this analysis.

As can be seen, the same trend is observed; that the ratio peaks at between 2 GeV/c

and 3 GeV/c, and that the peak is more pronounced for more central events. Plots covering

the full multiplicity range used in this analysis can be found in appendix E. In addition,

the peaks in figure 5.10 have similar amplitudes to the peaks in the left plot of figure 5.8,
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Figure 5.8: Λ/K0
S ratio as a function of pT, as measured in p-Pb collisions at

√
sNN =

5.02 TeV, left, and Pb-Pb collisions at
√
sNN = 2.76 TeV, right [75]. Shown are the results

in both high, red, and low, purple, multiplicity bins.
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Figure 5.9: Λ/K0
S ratio as a function of pT, as measured in Pb-Pb collisions at

√
sNN =

2.76 TeV and pp collisions at
√
s = 0.9 and 7 TeV [120].
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Figure 5.10: Λ/K0
S ratio as a function of pT, as measured in this analysis, from both the

highest and lowest multiplicity bins.

suggesting that the Λ-to-K0
S ratio is an effect dependent on the final state multiplicity, rather

than the system size or collision energy.

5.4 Ratio To Pion Yields

The previous sections in this chapter have presented the yields of K0
S and Λ, and demonstrated

that they increase as a function of final state multiplicity. However, the question which this

analysis aims to investigate is whether or not the yields of singly-strange species increase

faster that the yields of non-strange hadrons. To this end, the multiplicity-dependent yields

of K0
S and Λ were compared to the measured yields of charges pions in the same collision

system, at the same energy.

Figure 5.11 shows the hadron-to-pion ratios for both species considered in this anal-

ysis. A detail to note regarding figure 5.11 is that fewer points are displayed than in figure

5.3. This is because the measured pion yields used fewer multiplicity bins than were used
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for the V0 analyses. Table 5.3 displays the bins, and corresponding final state multiplicities,

used in both this and the charged pion analyses. As can be seen, the V0 analysis uses finer

binning than the π± analysis; where necessary, the V0 multiplicity bins were combined in

order to match those used for the π± yields.

Table 5.3: V0A multiplicity bins, as used in both the V0 analysis presented in this thesis,
and in the analysis of charged pions, used for the investigation of strangeness enhancement.

V0 (K0
S, Λ(Λ̄)) π±

V0A mult. bin (%) 〈dNch/dη〉 V0A mult. bin (%) 〈dNch/dη〉
0-1 64.00 ± 1.66 0-5 53.22 ± 1.38
1-5 50.50 ± 1.31 5-10 42.40 ± 1.10
5-10 42.40 ± 1.10 10-20 35.49 ± 0.92
10-15 37.30 ± 0.97 20-40 26.89 ± 0.70
15-20 33.64 ± 0.87 40-60 18.39 ± 0.48
20-30 29.30 ± 0.76 60-80 10.97 ± 0.29
30-40 24.49 ± 0.66 80-100 4.47 ±0.14
40-50 20.34 ± 0.53
50-60 16.46 ± 0.43
60-70 12.77 ± 0.34
70-80 9.21 ± 0.24
80-100 4.47 ± 0.14

As can be seen in figure 5.11, the yields of strange neutral hadrons increase more

than the yields of pions as the final state multiplicity increases. This demonstrates that

strangeness enhancement does indeed exist within p-Pb collisions at
√
sNN = 8.16 TeV, as

would be expected from previous results [76].

5.5 Energy and System Dependence of Results

Previous sections have shown that the yields of both V0 species investigated increase with

final state multiplicity, and that these yields increase faster than the yields of non-strange,

light hadrons, suggesting strangeness enhancement is present. Previous ALICE results have

demonstrated that strangeness enhancement exists in other systems, and so it is useful to

put the results presented here into context.
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Figure 5.11: Ratios to combined π++π− yields for the K0
S, top, and Λ+Λ̄, bottom. Statistical

errors are shown as bars, systematic as boxes.

107



Results

To this end, the following section shall compare the yields and to-pion ratios calculated

here, firstly to published results from p-Pb collisions at
√
sNN = 5.02 TeV, to investigate any

energy dependence present, and then to published results from other systems [76], in order

to investigate any system size dependence.

5.5.1 Energy dependence

Figure 5.12 shows the measured yields of K0
S, and combined Λ, for both this analysis, and

that performed in p-Pb collisions at
√
sNN = 5.02 TeV [75]. As can be seen, the yields of

K0
S agree well as a function of multiplicity, between the analysis performed here, and that

already published. The combined Λ and Λ̄ yields do not agree as closely, however they

are consistent within errors. These behaviours demonstrate that the production of V0’s as

a function of multiplicity can be considered not strongly dependent on the initial collision

energy.

Figure 5.13 shows the hadron-to-pion ratios for both species considered, both as

calculated in this analysis, and in that from p-Pb collisions at
√
sNN = 5.02 TeV. As is

shown, the ratios from the two energies agree within errors, demonstrating that strangeness

enhancement of singly-strange neutral hadrons is not strongly dependent on the collision

energy.

5.5.2 Collision system dependence

Previous analyses of V0 species have been carried out in different collision systems and

energies to the analysis described in this thesis. Observations made from these analyses

suggest that the yields and levels of strangeness enhancement are independent of the collision

system used, and dependent only on the final state multiplicity. As such, it is important to

compare the results yielded from this analysis to those from previous analyses. Figure 5.14

shows the yields of both K0
S and Λ from pp collisions at

√
s = 7 [76] and 13 TeV [121], p-Pb
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Figure 5.12: Calculated V0 yields, as measured both in this analysis, and from previously
published p-Pb ALICE data [75].
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Figure 5.13: Ratios of V0 yields to combined yields of π+ + π− for both this analysis, and
that published using Run 1 p-Pb data [75]. Statistical errors are shown as bars, systematic
as boxes.
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collisions at
√
sNN = 5.02 [75] and 8.16 TeV, and Pb-Pb collisions at

√
sNN = 2.76 TeV [76].

As can be seen, both the combined Λ + Λ̄ and K0
S yields show a smooth increase with

multiplicity across all systems. In figure 5.14, only the two most peripheral Pb-Pb points are

shown; those which overlap with the multiplicity range covered by the pp and p-Pb analyses.

Figure 5.15 shows the hadron-to-pion ratios for this analysis, compared to published

results in pp, p-Pb and Pb-Pb collisions, as well as preliminary results from Pb-Pb collisions

at
√
sNN = 5.02 TeV [122]. Similarly to the comparison made to previous p-Pb results, figure

5.15 demonstrates that the hadron-to-pion ratios measured in this analysis show consistency

with the ratios measured in other collision systems and energies with ALICE.

5.6 Future Analyses

The analysis presented in this thesis uses data from only the six low interaction rate runs in

the 2016 p-Pb ALICE data set. As such, a first follow-up analysis to this one can use the

full minimum bias data set, instead of just 40 % of the full set. This increase in statistics

should slightly improve the errors calculated for the analyses presented here, and will allow

for finer binning at low-to-mid multiplicities, should it be desired.

Further strangeness analyses of ALICE 2016 p-Pb data can also use a high-multiplicity

data set; collected with the application of a designated high multiplicity trigger, which saved

events which had simultaneous signals in both V0 detectors above a certain threshold. This

gives the high multiplicity data much higher statistics for the 0-5% highest multiplicity

events, allowing this range of multiplicity to be more finely binned. This increase in gran-

ularity will allow higher values of dNch/dη to be studied, providing more crossover between

the results from p-Pb and Pb-Pb collisions. Any results thus generated will allow for the

validation of the suggestion that strangeness enhancement truly is a system-independent

effect. In addition, the higher dNch/dη values will give ALICE an opportunity to investigate

if a quark-gluon plasma can be created in small systems, or if other physics is at play.

111



Results

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
 |<0.5η|

〉η/d
ch

Nd〈
0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

S0
2K

N Uncertainties: stat. (bars), syst. (boxes)
; -0.5 < y < 0S

02K

 = 8.16 TeVNNsThis analysis: p-Pb, 

 = 5.02 TeV; Phys. Lett. B 728 (2014) (25-38)NNsp-Pb, 

 = 13 TeV; Eur. Phys. J. C 80, 167 (2020)spp, 

 = 7 TeV; Nat. Phys. 13 (2017) (535-539)spp, 

 = 2.76 TeV; Nat. Phys. 13 (2017) (535-539)NNsPb-Pb, 

(a) 2K0
S.

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
 |<0.5η|

〉η/d
ch

Nd〈
0

0.5

1

1.5

2

2.5

3

3.5

4

4.5Λ+
Λ

N Uncertainties: stat. (bars), syst. (boxes)
; -0.5 < y < 0Λ+Λ

 = 8.16 TeVNNsThis analysis: p-Pb, 

 = 5.02 TeV; Phys. Lett. B 728 (2014) (25-38)NNsp-Pb, 

 = 13 TeV; Eur. Phys. J. C 80, 167 (2020)spp, 

 = 7 TeV; Nat. Phys. 13 (2017) (535-539)spp, 

 = 2.76 TeV; Nat. Phys. 13 (2017) (535-539)NNsPb-Pb, 

(b) Λ + Λ̄.

Figure 5.14: Calculated V0 yields, for ALICE analyses in pp, p-Pb and Pb-Pb collision
systems [75, 76, 121]. The focus here is on the multiplicity range which is covered by this
analysis; the Pb-Pb data reaches multiplicity densities two orders of magnitude higher than
shown.
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Figure 5.15: Hadron-to-pion ratios, as measured in pp, p-Pb and Pb-Pb collision systems,
with ALICE.
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5.7 Conclusions

This thesis presents the measurements of the yields of singly-strange neutral hadrons, K0
S

and Λ(Λ̄), in p-Pb collisions at
√
sNN = 8.16 TeV as recorded by the ALICE experiment

at CERN. The process by which candidates were selected through identification of their

decay topologies was described, a method only available due to the high precision given by

the tracking, momentum measurement and particle identification systems within the ALICE

detector.

The process by which the final transverse momentum spectra were generated and

corrected was also described. This included an explanation of the removal of the feeddown

contribution to the Λ spectra, which originated not from the initial collisions, but from the

decays of Ξ± and Ξ0.

The transverse momentum spectra for both species investigated were shown. Both

species demonstrate spectral hardening, where the peak of the spectra shifts to higher pT

as the final state multiplicity increases. This is consistent with the presence of collective

behaviour in the material created by p-Pb collisions, as described by hydrodynamic models

of the medium created by heavy-ion collisions.

The process by which the pT spectra were fitted was described, and the extrapolated

yields of both species were shown as a function of dNch/dη. These yields were compared

to those measured in other collision systems and energies with ALICE, and it was observed

that the yields reported here are consistent with those already published by ALICE. Ratios

between the contents of the K0
S and Λ spectra were shown as a function of pT. These ratios

are compared to those reported by ALICE from p-Pb collisions at
√
sNN = 5.02 TeV, pp

collisions at
√
s = 0.9 and 7 TeV, and Pb-Pb collisions at

√
sNN = 2.76 TeV, and are seen

to support the conclusion that the hardening of pT spectra is an effect which is independent

of system size or collision energy.

Finally, the possibility of strangeness enhancement for these species was investigated
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by comparing the yields reported here to those of charged pions from the same collision

system. The ratio of hadron-to-pion yields was observed to increase as a function of final

state multiplicity, confirming the enhanced production of singly-strange hadrons in p-Pb

collisions. The calculated ratios were also compared to the those obtained by ALICE from

other collision systems. It was observed that the hadron-to-pion ratios calculated here are

consistent with the observation that strangeness enhancement evolves smoothly as a function

of dNch/dη from pp to Pb-Pb collisions.

The results presented here provide an extension to the dNch/dη range covered by p-Pb

collisions at
√
sNN = 5.02 TeV, and hence provide more overlap with measurements made in

Pb-Pb collisions. This allows ALICE to investigate if the observed enhancement of strange

yields is a smooth effect as a function of final state multiplicity. Further analyses of the

data set used here can help with increasing statistics, and can improve on the measurements

reported in this thesis. In addition, this analysis has helped provide a baseline for potential

analyses of a dedicated high-multiplicity data set, which can investigate whether or not the

observed strangeness enhancement continues to rise or if it reaches saturation, as observed

in Pb-Pb collisions.
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Appendix A

Cut Study Plots

This chapter contains a complete set of the plots used in this analysis’ cut study, a subset of

which are shown in section 4.4. These plots were used both for the determination of default

cuts, and those values to be used in the systematic uncertainty study.

The plots show signal significance, top, and fraction of signal remaining relative to

fully loose cuts, bottom, as a function of cut value. Also displayed are the various values

chosen for the different cuts; magenta denotes the value chosen for the default cut, and grey

those used in the evaluation of systematics. The plots used for the K0
S analysis are shown

in figures A.1, A.2 and A.3, and those used for the Λ analysis are shown in figures A.4, A.5

and A.6.
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Figure A.1: Signal significance, top, and fraction of signal remaining relative to the loosest
cut value available, bottom, for the K0

S analysis. Red markers indicate real data points, and
blue, those from Monte Carlo data.
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blue, those from Monte Carlo data.
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blue, those from Monte Carlo data.
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cut value available, bottom, for the Λ analysis. Red markers indicate real data points, and
blue, those from Monte Carlo data.
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Appendix B

Self-consistency test plots

Section 4.6 describes a self-consistency test performed on the Monte Carlo data used for

the analysis described in this thesis. In particular, figure 4.14 shows a comparison between

yields extracted using multiplicity-dependent and multiplicity-independent efficiencies. For

the comparison shown in figure 4.14, the same file was used for both candidate selection and

efficiency correction. Another result that may be of interest is to perform the comparison

again, but using different files to provide the candidates and efficiency correction.

Figures B.1 and B.2 show ratios as a function of final state multiplicity, between the

reconstructed yields of K0
S candidates to the truth-level yield of the same candidates. The

reconstructed yields in figure B.1 are calculated from spectra created using multiplicity-

dependent efficiencies, and those in figure B.2 result from the consistent use of multiplicity-

integrated efficiencies.

As can be seen the ratios in figure B.1, while consistent with unity within errors, fluc-

tuate much further than in figure B.2. This suggests that the use of multiplicity-integrated

efficiencies provides more accurate results than the use of multiplicity-dependent efficiencies,

especially in a position where the candidates used to generate the pT spectra are not the

same as the candidates used to create efficiencies to correct said spectra.

137



Self-consistency test plots

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

 |<0.5η|
〉η/d

ch
Nd〈

0.95

1

1.05

1.1

1.15

1.2

R
ec

on
st

ru
ct

ed
/G

en
er

at
ed

RL A, MC B; mult. dep. eff.

c: [0, 7] GeV/
T

p; y: [-0.5, 0]; S
0K

Figure B.1: Ratio between the reconstructed K0
S yield from MC file A, using multiplicity-

dependent efficiencies provided from MC file B, to the truth-level generated yield in file
A.
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Figure B.2: Ratio between the reconstructed K0
S yield from MC file A, using multiplicity-

integrated efficiencies provided from MC file B, to the truth-level generated yield in file
A.
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Appendix C

Systematic study plots

This chapter contains the plots used for the determination of systematic errors, as described

in section 4.7. These show the percentage difference between the default spectra, and those

calculated with the different systematic cuts, as a function of pT . The cut values used for

this process are given in tables 4.5, for the K0
S analysis, and 4.6, for the Λ(Λ̄) analysis. Errors

shown are Roger Barlow’s sigma [115]; if the maximum deviation between spectra is larger

than one sigma, then they go towards the final systematic error.

Figures C.1, C.2, C.3, C.4 and C.5 display plots used in the K0
S analysis; figures C.6,

C.7, C.8, C.9, C.10 and C.11 show plots used in the Λ analysis, and figures C.12, C.13, C.14,

C.15 and C.16 show plots from the Λ̄ analysis.
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Systematic study plots
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Figure C.1: Ratio of systematic to default spectra as function of pT due to changes in
candidate selection criteria. Shown are plots for the K0

S analysis.
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S analysis.
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Figure C.6: Ratio of systematic to default spectra as function of pT due to changes in
candidate selection criteria. Shown are plots for the Λ analysis.
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Figure C.7: Ratio of systematic to default spectra as function of pT due to changes in
candidate selection criteria. Shown are plots for the Λ analysis.
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Figure C.8: Ratio of systematic to default spectra as function of pT due to changes in
candidate selection criteria. Shown are plots for the Λ analysis.
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Figure C.9: Ratio of systematic to default spectra as function of pT due to changes in
candidate selection criteria. Shown are plots for the Λ analysis.
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Figure C.10: Ratio of systematic to default spectra as function of pT due to changes in
candidate selection criteria. Shown are the plots for the Λ analysis.
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Figure C.11: Ratio of systematic to default spectra as function of pT due to changes in
candidate selection criteria. Shown are plots for the Λ analysis.
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Figure C.12: Ratio of systematic to default spectra as function of pT due to changes in
candidate selection criteria. Shown are plots for the Λ̄ analysis.
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Figure C.13: Ratio of systematic to default spectra as function of pT due to changes in
candidate selection criteria. Shown are plots for the Λ̄ analysis.
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Figure C.14: Ratio of systematic to default spectra as function of pT due to changes in
candidate selection criteria. Shown are plots for the Λ̄ analysis.
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Figure C.15: Ratio of systematic to default spectra as function of pT due to changes in
candidate selection criteria. Shown are plots for the Λ̄ analysis.
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(b) Signal extraction window.

Figure C.16: Ratio of systematic to default spectra as function of pT due to changes in
candidate selection criteria. Shown are plots for the Λ̄ analysis.
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Appendix D

Fitting Systematic Plots

The following chapter contains plots displaying the corrected spectra for all multiplicity bins

used in this analysis. Also shown are the calculated fits, both using the default Lévy-Tsallis

function and alternate functions investigated to evaluate the systematic uncertainty due to

the fitting procedure. The method by which this uncertainty was evaluated, as well as a list

of all functions used, is contained in section 5.1.1.

Figures D.1 to D.12 show the corrected spectra, calculated fits, and ratio between

all fits and real data, for all multiplicity bins in the K0
S analysis. The same for the Λ + Λ̄

analysis are shown in plots D.13 to D.24.
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Fitting Systematic Plots
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(a) Corrected spectra.
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Figure D.1: Spectra and calculated fits for the 0-1 % multiplicity bin in the K0
S analysis.

The χ2 per degree of freedom is shown for each of the functions considered.
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Figure D.2: Spectra and calculated fits for the 1-5 % multiplicity bin in the K0
S analysis.

The χ2 per degree of freedom is shown for each of the functions considered.
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Figure D.3: Spectra and calculated fits for the 5-10 % multiplicity bin in the K0
S analysis.

The χ2 per degree of freedom is shown for each of the functions considered.
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Figure D.4: Spectra and calculated fits for the 10-15 % multiplicity bin in the K0
S analysis.

The χ2 per degree of freedom is shown for each of the functions considered.
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Figure D.5: Spectra and calculated fits for the 15-20 % multiplicity bin in the K0
S analysis.

The χ2 per degree of freedom is shown for each of the functions considered.
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Figure D.6: Spectra and calculated fits for the 20-30 % multiplicity bin in the K0
S analysis.

The χ2 per degree of freedom is shown for each of the functions considered.
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Figure D.7: Spectra and calculated fits for the 30-40 % multiplicity bin in the K0
S analysis.

The χ2 per degree of freedom is shown for each of the functions considered.
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Figure D.8: Spectra and calculated fits for the 40-50 % multiplicity bin in the K0
S analysis.

The χ2 per degree of freedom is shown for each of the functions considered.
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Figure D.9: Spectra and calculated fits for the 50-60 % multiplicity bin in the K0
S analysis.

The χ2 per degree of freedom is shown for each of the functions considered.
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Figure D.10: Spectra and calculated fits for the 60-70 % multiplicity bin in the K0
S analysis.

The χ2 per degree of freedom is shown for each of the functions considered.
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Figure D.11: Spectra and calculated fits for the 70-80 % multiplicity bin in the K0
S analysis.

The χ2 per degree of freedom is shown for each of the functions considered.
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Figure D.12: Spectra and calculated fits for the 80-100 % multiplicity bin in the K0
S analysis.

The χ2 per degree of freedom is shown for each of the functions considered.
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Figure D.13: Spectra and calculated fits for the 0-1 % multiplicity bin in the Λ + Λ̄ analysis.
The χ2 per degree of freedom is shown for each of the functions considered.
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Figure D.14: Spectra and calculated fits for the 1-5 % multiplicity bin in the Λ + Λ̄ analysis.
The χ2 per degree of freedom is shown for each of the functions considered.
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Figure D.15: Spectra and calculated fits for the 5-10 % multiplicity bin in the Λ+Λ̄ analysis.
The χ2 per degree of freedom is shown for each of the functions considered.

172



Fitting Systematic Plots

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
]c [GeV/

T
p

0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

0.7

0.8

0.9

)
yd

T
p

/(
d

N2
 d

In
el

1/
N

, -0.5 < y < 0; multiplicity 10 - 15 %Λ + Λ
 / d.o.f: 1.6883402χvy-Tsallis; eL

 / d.o.f: 6.7421602χ exponential; 
T

p
 / d.o.f: 1.2284602χ exponential; Tm

 / d.o.f: 1.3666002χFermi-Dirac; 
 / d.o.f: 1.4115102χBose-Einstein; 

 / d.o.f: 3.4277502χBoltzmann; 
 / d.o.f: 1.2862702χBG Blast-Wave; 

(a) Corrected spectra.

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
]c [GeV/

T
p

0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1

1.2

1.4

1.6

1.8

2

D
at

a/
F

it

, -0.5 < y < 0; multiplicity 10 - 15 %Λ + Λ
vy-TsalliseL  exponential

T
p

 exponentialTm Fermi-Dirac
Bose-Einstein Boltzmann
BG Blast-Wave

(b) Ratio between fits and data.

Figure D.16: Spectra and calculated fits for the 10-15 % multiplicity bin in the Λ+Λ̄ analysis.
The χ2 per degree of freedom is shown for each of the functions considered.
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Figure D.17: Spectra and calculated fits for the 15-20 % multiplicity bin in the Λ+Λ̄ analysis.
The χ2 per degree of freedom is shown for each of the functions considered.
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Figure D.18: Spectra and calculated fits for the 20-30 % multiplicity bin in the Λ+Λ̄ analysis.
The χ2 per degree of freedom is shown for each of the functions considered.
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Figure D.19: Spectra and calculated fits for the 30-40 % multiplicity bin in the Λ+Λ̄ analysis.
The χ2 per degree of freedom is shown for each of the functions considered.
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Figure D.20: Spectra and calculated fits for the 40-50 % multiplicity bin in the Λ+Λ̄ analysis.
The χ2 per degree of freedom is shown for each of the functions considered.
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Figure D.21: Spectra and calculated fits for the 50-60 % multiplicity bin in the Λ+Λ̄ analysis.
The χ2 per degree of freedom is shown for each of the functions considered.
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Figure D.22: Spectra and calculated fits for the 60-70 % multiplicity bin in the Λ+Λ̄ analysis.
The χ2 per degree of freedom is shown for each of the functions considered.
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Figure D.23: Spectra and calculated fits for the 70-80 % multiplicity bin in the Λ+Λ̄ analysis.
The χ2 per degree of freedom is shown for each of the functions considered.
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(b) Ratio between fits and data.

Figure D.24: Spectra and calculated fits for the 80-100 % multiplicity bin in the Λ + Λ̄
analysis. The χ2 per degree of freedom is shown for each of the functions considered.
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Appendix E

Λ-to-K0
S plots

This chapter contains the Λ-to-K0
S ratio plots for all multiplicity bins used in this analysis,

as described in section 5.3. All plots show both the highest multiplicity results, overlaid with

the ratios as calculated for a single other multiplicity bin.
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Figure E.1: Ratio of the combined Λ + Λ̄ spectra to two times the K0
S spectrum, in two

multiplicity bins. This plot shows the ratios from the highest multiplicity bin used in this
analysis ([0, 1] %), compared to those from the second highest bin ([1, 5] %).
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(a) [0, 1] % vs [5, 10] % multiplicity bins.
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(b) [0, 1] % vs [10, 15] % multiplicity bins.

Figure E.2: Ratio of the combined Λ + Λ̄ spectra to two times the K0
S spectrum, in two

multiplicity bins. Both the highest multiplicity bin ([0, 1] %) and one other bin are shown
on each plot.
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(a) [0, 1] % vs [15, 20] % multiplicity bins.
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(b) [0, 1] % vs [20, 30] % multiplicity bins.

Figure E.3: Ratio of the combined Λ + Λ̄ spectra to two times the K0
S spectrum, in two

multiplicity bins. Both the highest multiplicity bin ([0, 1] %) and one other bin are shown
on each plot.
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(a) [0, 1] % vs [30, 40] % multiplicity bins.
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(b) [0, 1] % vs [40, 50] % multiplicity bins.

Figure E.4: Ratio of the combined Λ + Λ̄ spectra to two times the K0
S spectrum, in two

multiplicity bins. Both the highest multiplicity bin ([0, 1] %) and one other bin are shown
on each plot.
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(a) [0, 1] % vs [50, 60] % multiplicity bins.
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(b) [0, 1] % vs [60, 70] % multiplicity bins.

Figure E.5: Ratio of the combined Λ + Λ̄ spectra to two times the K0
S spectrum, in two

multiplicity bins. Both the highest multiplicity bin ([0, 1] %) and one other bin are shown
on each plot.
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(a) [0, 1] % vs [70, 80] % multiplicity bins.
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(b) [0, 1] % vs [80, 100] % multiplicity bins.

Figure E.6: Ratio of the combined Λ + Λ̄ spectra to two times the K0
S spectrum, in two

multiplicity bins. Both the highest multiplicity bin ([0, 1] %) and one other bin are shown
on each plot.
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