
 

Table 1. Scope of a Valid Ijtihād in Legal Matters in Context of Hypothetical Correlative Possibilities Between Qur’anic and Sunnah Proof Coinciding with Ijmāʻ in the Ḥanafī Legal Theory 
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2          

Key: X Invalid correlative possibilities 

Black Shade: Absolutely certain rulings where a conflicting ijtihād is not allowed or not possible (marked x) according to all four schools 

Dark Grey Shade: Broadly certain rulings where a conflicting ijtihād is not allowed according to Ḥanafīs (even where there is scholarly difference) 

Light Grey Shade: Probable rulings where a conflicting ijtihād is not allowed according to Ḥanafīs due to ijmāʻ 

Light Blue Shade: Probable rulings where a conflicting ijtihād based on evidence is allowed according to Ḥanafīs due to probable scriptural proof and lack of ijmāʻ 

Orange Shade: Disputed ijmāʻ types in the four schools which, according to Ḥanafīs, are evidences that must not be opposed 

Sources:  Amīr Bādishāh (d.1565ca) (1351AH, 4:199), Anṣārī (d.1810) (2002, 2:296-4), Qārī (d.1606) (2012, pp.394, 398-9) and Taftāzānī (d.1389) (2005, 2:120-2) 
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